
ISSUE 229 JAN -FEB 2020  

PREZ Notes- Page 2 

Club Calendar - Page 2 

Club 2020 Financial Report - Page 3 

Alamo BMW Off Road Training - Page 4-7 

New Year’s Ride To Luckenbach - Page 8 

BMW Wireless Charging System - Page 8 

BMW Sport Touring Trinity Page 9 

Stuff For Sale - Page 11 

Happy New Year!   Happy New Decade! 

January 2020 

Photo by Tony Fisher 



Hello to 2020  fellow club mates! 
Is it me or did time speed up?  
 
The year end look back at the previous decade  on 
various TV outlets made me say “wow” more than 
once on where we have been since 2010. It also re-
minded me of the fact that we are, well a lot of us 
are,  not getting any younger. 
 
 My point being don’t keep putting off travel plans as 
things change quicker than we plan for. This past 
summer I took several week to multi-week trips 
across the States. I had gotten into a routine of work-
ing and staying close to home and forgot how much 
there is to see in this country, or if one can, other con-
tinents.  
 
Once Helen said go as she couldn’t this year, off I 
went.  I joined a few members in TN for the MOA 
rally, then returned to the area for the RA Rally in the 
Shenandoah Valley weeks later. I made circles for 
weeks in Appalachia. Talk about a time machine! 
 

Had no plans, no reservations, no goals, sometimes 
not much sense, and no wing woman, but had some 
great rides, a lot of fun and minimal issues... not any 
that I can recall other than dropping the bike in the 
worst place I could have picked if I had planned it... 
but even that ended well. Lessons learned and stories 
to tell. 
 
So, don’t wait for next year and go see the places 
you only see in pictures and knock a few “ I wished I 
woulda” items off your list and quit talking about it. 
I did and am glad looking back and looking forward 
to Springs longer rides already, some with friends, 
some solo, however they come. 
 
Seeya on the road! And the club rally in Kerrville!  
 
Prez Steve 
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PREZ Notes 

SAN ANTONIO BMW RIDERS ASSOCIATION 

Club Calendar 
ACTIVITIES – This calendar does not include every 
Thursday social and Sunday breakfast ride. Events 
will be filled in as they are planned. 

*Every Sunday there is an informal breakfast ride 
(weather permitting). Th2020 Events Calendar -Date 
in bold is a club activity, dates not bolded are simply 
items of interest to members.  NOTE – Everything is 
subject to change so remember to check the club cal-
endar, http://www.sabmwra.org/html/
calendar.html  for the latest 

January 
 
18th – Third Saturday ride.  Details TBA  

25th – Club Membership meeting at Alamo 
BMW.  Details TBA 

 
 

February 
 
1st – Highway Cleanup along our adopted road-
way.  Details TBA 
 

April 
 
3rd -5th – Hill Country Hangout at Kerrville Schrein-
er Park in Kerrville.  Registration is now open 
at  http://www.sabmwra.org/
html/2020_rally.html 

 
June 
 
25th-27th – BMW MOA Rally in Great Falls, Mon-

tana.  Registration opens January 1st at 
www.rally.bmwmoa.org 

http://www.sabmwra.org/html/calendar.html
http://www.sabmwra.org/html/calendar.html
http://www.sabmwra.org/html/2020_rally.html
http://www.sabmwra.org/html/2020_rally.html
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2020 SABMWRA Club Financial Report 

By Gerard Lobosco, Club Treasurer 

2020 SABMWRA Financial report 
 

Compass bank balance 12/31/2019  $3345.69         
PayPal Balance 12/31/2019    $ 640.84 
TOTAL                 $3986.53 
 

 

2020 Obligations (estimates) 
Go Daddy website (paid monthly)  $ 180 
Checking Acct fees                                         $180 
BWWRA Charter     $   15 
BMWMOA Charter     $   15 
PO Box (Nov)      $   82 
Balance of rally park rental    $1300 
Rally food, supplies, misc (est)   $  800 
TOTAL       $2572    
 

2020 Potential Income Estimates 
 

Dues        $  750    
Rally Profit      $1800 
TOTAL                                                           $2550 
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Alamo BMW Open House and Off Road Riding Training 

By Tom Wilmotte.  Photos by Suzanne O’Neal 

When Alamo BMW hosted its Annual Open House 
on October 26th, they gave it an “Off Road” theme.  
In addition to providing their visitors and customers 
refreshments and a complimentary lunch on the 
grounds of the dealership, Alamo hired Shawn 
Thomas and Louise Powers, well-known adventure 
riding instructors, to conduct clinics throughout the 
day on topics of specific interest to adventure riders.  
Shawn and Louise’s clinics included how to safely 
pick up a fallen motorcycle, what to look for in ad-
venture riding gear, advancements in BMW motorcy-
cle technology, general discussions on off-road riding 
techniques, and also specific concerns & challenges 
for women riders.  The indoor instruction on Satur-
day was just the warm up for what was to come the 
following day – off road instruction on a small ranch 
in Bulverde. 
 
Alamo’s first attempt to sponsor such off-road train-
ing was back in 2012, but it rained so hard on the 
scheduled training day that the off-site riding had to 
be canceled and some basic riding skills were taught 
instead on the go cart track at the dealership (in pour-
ing rain).  But this year, Mother Nature cooperated 
and 31 riders on various BMW GSs (and a few 
“other” bikes) showed up in Bulverde at 8:00 AM on 
Sunday, ready and willing to get dirty and 

(unfortunately) get some practical experience on how 
to pick up a fallen bike.    
 
A few days of rain earlier in the week made the train-
ing grounds fairly muddy and soft.  We knew the day 
was going to be challenging when two riders dumped 
their bikes just trying to navigate the “off road” en-
trance to the ranch.  But after everyone had made it 
safely on to the grounds and signed the liability waiv-
ers, we ventured slowly to the higher ground of the 
ranch and assembled for pre-ride instructions and mi-
nor modifications of the bikes, such as airing down 
tires, adjusting handlebars, and removing side cases 
and bulky tank bags.   
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Alamo BMW Open House and Off Road Riding Training 

The first teaching objective of the day was how to 
pick up a fallen bike.  Shawn let Louise do the heavy 
lifting during this demonstration. She used the tech-
nique of putting her backside to the bike, grabbing a 
handlebar grip with one hand and the rear frame 
with the other hand and then lifting and walking 
backwards to upright the bike.  She made it look 
easy.  Then Shawn asked for a few male volunteers 
to show the rest of the class how to do it.  Talk about 
added pressure!! How would you like to be a guy 
huffing and puffing to lift a new R1200GS that had 
just previously been lifted up by a 5’ 4’ woman 
weighing about 130 pounds.  Not me!!  But a few 
others stepped forward and managed the task.  Then 
Shawn demonstrated another lifting technique by 
cupping his hands under the end of the handlebar 
and walking/lifting the bike up while facing the bike.  
Both instructors also demonstrated the proper tech-
nique for helping someone else pick up their bike.  
This instruction would come in handy for several 
riders later that morning.   

Next came a general discussion of riding technique, 
such as why adventure riders stand up on the foot 
pegs while riding; the importance of light pressure 
on the grips, letting the bike’s momentum create its 
track without trying to over control its path; proper 
weight distribution riding uphill, downhill, and in 
turns; and keeping your head up and eyes forward, 
focusing ahead on the track you want to ride.  In 
fact, Shawn said we would probably get tired of 
hearing him yell, “Keep your eyes looking up and 
ahead!! Stop looking down!!!”  
 

Finally, after about two hours of setting up the bikes, 
demonstrations on how to pick up bikes, and discus-
sion of proper riding techniques, the grounds had 
dried off sufficiently to fire up the bikes and start 
riding.  One of the first tasks on the agenda was to 
create our riding track. 

Since the ranch was mostly uncultivated fields, 
Shawn used us to create the training track.  We all 
got into a single file and rode behind him as we 
“carved” a long elongated oval, with one lane of the 
elongated oval running parallel to the entrance lane 
into the ranch.  Three laps around the oval with 33 
motorcycles tamping down the brush and grass was 
enough to get our track started.  Most of the remain-
ing training would be accomplished on this make-
shift track.  A mostly flat open area on the high 
ground adjacent to the track was used as an assembly 
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After the last riding exercise, we were treated to a 

final demonstration of Shawn’s skills using three 

weight shift techniques during turning – neutral, “hip 

swish,” and “toe turn.”  Neutral involved just slight 

leaning during turns, “hip swish” involved shifting 

hips noticeably toward the opposite direction of the 

turn to balance the center of gravity of the bike and 

rider, and the “toe turn” (for extremely tight turning) 

involved shifting almost all weight from the center 

axis of the bike to the foot peg opposite the direction 

of the turn.  During this last demonstration, Shawn 

swung his right leg over the back of the bike and 

completed the right turn with all of his weight on the 

left foot peg and his body entirely on the left side of 

the bike when he came to a full stop and deployed the 

side stand all in one smooth motion.  Don’t try this at 

home! 

 
Finally, the sun was low in the sky and it had been a 
long, tiring day of riding, listening, observing, and 
building confidence in new skills learned. We had a 
few minutes to relax, ask more questions, and just 
chat with Shawn and Louise about their riding expe-
riences and background.  Shawn is a BMW Brand 
Ambassador, a former Raw Hyde Adventures instruc-
tor, and a Certified BMW Riding Instructor (having 

area to park the bikes and gather around the instruc-
tors to discuss techniques and to demonstrate the next 
exercise. 

Exercises included slow riding using constant throttle 
while varying the clutch to control speed, slow riding 
using only throttle to control speed (both in first gear 
and then in second gear), forward, a feat he said was 
pretty good, even for him.” Each exercise was prac-
ticed during 3 laps around the track, with both in-
structors watching and critiquing. 
 
The last exercise of the day was the most challeng-
ing, although Shawn didn’t introduce it that way.  He 
set out a series of small cones about two feet apart, 
extending out in front of us in a straight lane for 
about 30 yards and told us that all we had to do was 
ride through this “gauntlet” of cones three times 
without knocking any of them over.  Easy, peasy, 
right???  Not exactly! The first pass through was in-
deed easy, but while we were out on the track and 
coming back around for the second pass, he quickly 
rearranged the cones.  On our second pass the cones 
were still two feet apart, BUT no longer formed a 
straight lane.  They formed a zig zag course that in-
volved sharp turns left, then back to the right, then 
back to left, etc., and required us to use the slow 
speed maneuvering skills previously taught and prac-
ticed, such as throttle and clutch control, proper 
weight shift during turns, and keeping our head up 
with eyes and attention focused forward. Some riders 
handled it quite well; some others mangled Shawn’s 
cones. 

Alamo BMW Open House and Off Road Riding Training 
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completed the demanding BMW off road instructor 
course in France to earn that distinction). He’s from 
California.  Louise is a full-time costume designer and 
part-time professional riding instructor from Denver 
CO.  Both Shawn and Louise are well-known in the 
adventure riding community. Both were charismatic, 
entertaining, and very effective in helping us improve 
our skills and confidence in off road riding. 
 

Also, “kudos” go to both Kermit and Suzanne from 
Alamo BMW, who were on site all day to observe and 
encourage all riders during the course.  Suzanne even 
took photos of all the riders in action and posted them 
online.  Alamo BMW provided complimentary do-
nuts, coffee and bottled water and included a nice 
lunch break at the Front Porch restaurant in Bulverde 
as part of the course tuition.   
 
Overall, this event was well organized and, from the 
comments overheard by most of the participants, 
much appreciated by riders who attended.  So, a big 
“Thank You” to Alamo BMW for sponsoring both the 
Saturday Open House and Sunday off road riding 
course.  Mission accomplished!  Job well done!! 
 

 

Alamo BMW Offroad 

It’s go, go, go for BMW Motorrad, as the German man-
ufacturer has set a global sales record for the ninth year 
in a row. 
 
According to BMW’s press release, it delivered 175,162 
motorcycles in 2019. That’s a healthy 5.8 increase over 
2018’s numbers (BMW moved 165,566 units over 
2018). 
 
The increase in sales was due to forward progress in 
both European markets, and the relatively untapped mar-
kets of China and Brazil. 
 
In Europe, BMW sold 26,292 motorcycles in Germany 
alone (its biggest market), a 10.2 per cent increase over 
2018’s numbers. The French, Italian, Spanish and UK/
Irish markets were also strong, and that meant all of Eu-
rope saw a collective 7 per cent growth in sales. 
 
In Brazil, BMW did even better. The total bikes moved 
was a smaller number (10,604 units), but that made for 
36.7 per cent growth, a number that most manufacturers 
would be plenty envious of. As a result, BMW now says 
the South American market is its sixth-largest.  
 
As for China, BMW moved 8,818 machines, for 16.6 
per cent growth there, a significant number for a market 
that everyone’s aiming to grow.  
 
What about North America? Between the US and Cana-
da, BMW sold 15,116 units, which was less than hoped-
for, but as the company says, this is “a difficult market 
environment.”  
 
The R1250 GS series was BMW’s biggest seller in 
2019, with the F750/F850 series behind that. Surprising-
ly, the G310 series didn’t make as much of an impact on 
the company’s sales sheet as you’d think. Despite the 
near-insatiable desire for small-capacity motorcycles in 
developing markets, BMW only moved “over 20,000” 
of the G310 R and G310 GS machines. Perhaps this 
comes down to pricing, as the 310 models are very well-
priced in developed markets, but may be more expensive 
than other made-in-China, made-in-Taiwan and made-in
-India brands when you get to other markets. 
 
Article shamelessly taken from ADVrider, 15 Jan 20, 
advrider.com 

BMW Sets Sales Record for 
Ninth Consecutive Year  
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New Years Ride To Luckenbach 
Photos by Tony 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These four gents actually rode out on Wednesday, 1 
Jan 2020. 
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The BMW Sport Touring Trinity (EICMA 2019)  
BMW reveals its new 900cc sport touring models. And another s1000 XR 
Adventurerider.com 

For the coming year, BMW is introducing a trio of 
new modern sport touring bikes: the F 900 R, the 
naked and more aggressive F 900 XR and the S 
1000 XR. 
 
Against the popular trend, BMW decided not to ex-
pand the capacity range of its current adventure 
models, the 310, 750, 850  and 1250 GS; it was a 
little surprising not to see a new  midrange adventure 
model to fill the gap in capacities. 

If you don’t have a fat rear tire, you don’t have 
crowd appeal. 
 
Instead, BMW chose to introduce these three sport 
touring bikes, shown in a top quality display. 

 

Anything with XR on the fairing also features the 
latest design. 
 
There’s little to be said about the F 900 R and XR 
that doesn’t meet the eyes already: the bikes look 
good, feel strong and their engine is capable of deliv-
ering an outstanding 103hp, all packed into the 
200kg of weight. 
 
The engine is the same as that of the F850 GS, 
slightly modified to adapt it to the different chassis 
and riding position. 
 
 In addition to the 900cc models, BMW is offering 
the S 1000 XR, which is based on a 4 cylinders  

Continued on Page 10 
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BMW Patenting Wireless Charger For Motorcycles 
 Mike Botan , Advrider.com 1/14/2020 

BMW Motorrad’s commitment to electric motorcy-
cles appears to be growing.  The German moto man-
ufacturer has applied for a patent that will allow an 
electric motorcycle to recharge wirelessly. 
 
BMW’s approach is quite innovative for a motorcy-
cle charging system. An illustration in its patent fil-
ing shows a motorcycle side stand placed on a 
charging pad that is plugged into a wall.  Both the 
side stand incorporates a wireless charging receiver 
while the charging pad incorporates an AC 
coil.  Once the two come into contact, the AC coil in 
the tip of the side stand converts electromagnetic 
current from the charging pad into electricity that is 
sent to the motorcycle’s battery. 
 
Unfortunately, the patent doesn’t cover key parame-
ters that most motorcycle riders would like to 
know.  For example, the patent doesn’t disclose the 
level of charging the wireless set up can provide.  So 
we presently have no idea about whether the system 
provides charging similar to level 1 or level 2 charg-
ing systems. 
 
Electrek thinks that the BMW system will likely 
provide charging similar to level 1 standards.  Nor-
mally, level 1 systems are equated to overnight 
charging.  It likely won’t achieve the faster charging 

that level 2  or DC fast charging can provide. 
 
So for charging while out and about, perhaps this 
idea isn’t going to set the world on fire.  But as a 
home-use system, it could be interesting.  You could 
simply ride into your garage at the end of the day 
and extend your side stand onto the pad.  Get off the 
bike and walk away.  There’d be no need to plug the 
bike in and when you leave the following morning, 
you’ve got a full charge.  
 

 
engine, capable of 165hp. It’s definitely a machine 
which will impress many for its engine and always 
captivating design but we have been seeing the XRs 
lineup since 2016 now, and I believe the public is 
ready for something new. 
 
The smooth fairings do a great job of protecting the 
rider from wind and weather, providing overall great 
aerodynamics for high speed. Four riding modes and 
all sorts of traction controls are available on the S 
1000 XR; the smaller sisters are instead equipped 
only with a couple of these (Road and Rain). Weight 
has been reduced by 4kg from the predecessors, 
which together with the revised powerful and smooth 
BMW engines, should deliver a great dose of adrena-
line to its riders.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The BMW Sport Touring Trinity 
From Page  9 

https://advrider.com/author/mike-b/
https://www.bmwmotorcycles.com/en/home.html?
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More Luckenbach Pics 

FOR SALE: Odyssey Extreme PC680 battery, 

"twice the power, triple the life," fits many BMW's so 

do your homework, sealed AGM - Absorbed Glass 

Mat, manufactured October 2017.  Battery app search 

tool:  https://www.odysseybattery.com/

battery_search.aspx 

 

Battery’s date code shows it was manufactured Sep-

tember 2017, and shipped to a dealer October 2017. 

Battery was in a slash six BMW for a very short time, 

but the slash six charging system is incompatible for 

Odyssey type pure lead battery plates.  Battery tests 

and charges and looks like new, $60.00. JPG's freely 

sent, just call or text. 

Rex Wright - mobile & text # 210-328-5412  

Handmade cloth helmet liners (head skins) are availa-
ble from club members Pam and Rex Wright.  Cus-
tom sizing available.  You can reach Pam/Rex 
at rexpam@earthlink.net to order yours.  
 
  

Olympia Moto X2 pants and jacket.  The grey/yellow 
Jacket is size large (I’m 5’9”. 180 lbs.) and black 
pants are size 34 waist.  Pants have the same zip open 
vent panels (on the thighs) as the jacket. Both come 
with insulated and rain liners (rain liner can be worn 
under or over the suit) and removable hydration 
pack.  A review of the jacket can be seen here https://
www.revzilla.com/motorcycle/olympia-x-moto-2-
jacket . 

The set has about 15,000 miles on it and is in good 
shape. 

Will sell as a set only for $250 obo.  For questions or 
to see the outfit email me at pmulhern@swbell.net . 

 

Things for Sale 

https://www.odysseybattery.com/battery_search.aspx
https://www.odysseybattery.com/battery_search.aspx
mailto:rexpam@earthlink.net
https://www.revzilla.com/motorcycle/olympia-x-moto-2-jacket
https://www.revzilla.com/motorcycle/olympia-x-moto-2-jacket
https://www.revzilla.com/motorcycle/olympia-x-moto-2-jacket
mailto:pmulhern@swbell.net
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Steve & Helen have camping and cabins for rent & a web site - check it out at 
http://www.blancobeemerwerkes.com/cabin/index.html 

http://www.blancobeemerwerkes.com/cabin/index.html
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SA BMW RA 
P.O. Box 15143 

San Antonio, TX 78212 
WWW.SABMWRA.ORG 

 
Club dues are $15 single,  

$20 w/associate(s). 
 

President 
Steve Henson 

(512) 413-5662 
henzilla57@earthlink.net 

 
Vice President 

John Dunn 
(210) 241-3688 

jdunn49@live.com 
 

Secretary 
Tom Wilmotte 
(210) 863-6038 

twilmotte@satx.rr.com 
 

Treasurer 
Gerard Lobosco 
(210) 349-1039 

gslobosco@hotmail.com 
 

Ridemeister 
Chuck Wetzel 

(210) 410-5353 
cwetzel@satx.rr.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Dave Hoover 

(210) 247-8821 
ahbeemerdmh@yahoo.com 

The San Antonio BMW Riders Newsletter is 
published bi-monthly solely for the use of its 
members. 
Any copying and/or duplicating is acceptable 
provided it is not done for profit. 
Classified ads are free to members Please call 
or e-mail the ads to the editor.  Advertising 
rates for businesses are: 
One year - 6  issues 
 Business Card $  50.00 
 Quarter Page $100.00 
 Half page $190.00 
 Full Page        $350.00 

Editor Notes 

Well, I made it out to the New Year’s reunion in Luckenbach 
this year together with around 40 other members.  It was a great 
day for riding.  At 7AM, though, it looked like it was going to 
be a cold ride at 38 degrees, but by the time I left, it was a more 
comfortable 55 degrees.  Coming home it was almost downright 
hot.  Ya gotta love southern Texas. 
 
This year’s Christmas party was a great success.  Many thanks 
to Gerard Lobosco and all the others who made his year’s dinner 
meeting a success. 
 
One of the principle objectives for the Christmas party is the 
election of new officers.  John Dunn has been elected to serve as 
Club Vice President and Tom Wilmott as Club Secretary.  
Thank you for your desire to serve the club and many thanks to 
outgoing VP Mary Putnam and Secretary Bill Edwards for your 
years of service and leadership. 
 
Thanks to Tony Fisher for the cover shot and most of the New 
Year’s photos in the newsletter. 
 
There will be lots of opportunities to rider with the club this 
year.  Make plans and enjoy.  Drive a lot, drive safe. 
 

 
 

Hank Arriazola 
201 N Commerce, Dilley Texas 78017 
(830) 963-1203 info@motohank.com 

Steve Henson           

In The Heart Of The Hill Country

(512)413-5662 Henzilla57@earthlink.net

Call For an Appointment

Blanco BeeMerWerkes

http://www.sabmwra.org/
mailto:cwetzel@satx.rr.com
mailto:hooverdm10@sbcglobal.net

