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We often celebrate athletes when the media highlights their 
success, but rarely are we given insight into what made them. 
DyNAMC speaks with high school football star Quenten Sales 
about how his hard work led to a full scholarship to college.
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Hailing from Huntsville Alabama, high school 
senior Quenten Shakur Sales will be on his way 
to Central State University in Wilberforce, Ohio 
on a full football scholarship. “It is a great city,” 
says Sales of his hometown, but he is looking 
forward to what college will bring his way.

“I started playing football when I was in sixth 
grade,” Sales tells DyNAMC. He recalls playing 
football in his backyard most evenings when he 
was younger, and proudly states that he had 
always had a great love for the sport. He is honest 
in stating that he didn’t think he would be on his 
way to playing Offensive Guard in league football, 
but his family has always supported his love for 
the game and his desire to “make it big.” Walking 
into his scholarship presentation ceremony was 
an event of a lifetime for Sales, who says, “It was 
a great experience, and all my family showed up.”  
He is proud of himself for having gotten so far and 
doing so despite those around him who did not 
always have the confidence that he would have 
made it this high up in the football league. 

As a young man who works part-time at Wendy’s 
in an effort to help support his family, while playing 
football, it is quite commendable that he has 
managed to maintain an A average throughout 
high school. He points out to DyNAMC that he is 
able to do this through staying “humble, busy and 
always praying for his success.” He firmly adds 
that he does not believe in procrastination and 
focuses on his academics with the same fever 
he gives to sports. He believes that academics 
are as equally important as athletic prowess, and 
with a firm head he refuses to allow anything to 
distract him form excelling in both. Though he is 
not yet sure what his major will be when he gets to 
college, Sales speaks highly of the Engineering 
program at Central State University and he might 
eventually choose that route academically.

“Nothing should be the same,” he tells DyNAMC 
when speaking about diversity in sports. Sales 
believes there is strength in differences and better 

entertainment. He also supports the fact that in 
celebrating differences any community will build 
stronger teams and more opportunities. He believes 
that these opportunities are what will make the 
difference in so many young lives and that without 
diversity and inclusion many would fail or fall short 
when they, if given the opportunity, can excel. 

Having two sisters who love and look up to him 
he says is a big plus. “They have motivated me 
a lot, to be honest,” Sales shares with DyNAMC. 
“I have to stay strong for them.” He fondly says 
he loves his sisters and for as long as he is 
able to he will always be their protector. Sales 
speaks highly of the influence his grandfather 
has had on his life. He describes him as the 
mentor who never graduated from high school 
but worked hard to take care of his family. He 
sees in his grandfather something he would like 
to emulate. Sales is also a first generation male 
to graduate high school and attend college on 
the paternal side of his family and as the only 
male in his house, he is even more motivated 
to aspire for greatness on and off the field. He 
believes it is important to have mentors in every 
aspect of his life, but mentorship should never 
become oppressive. He conveys to DyNAMC 
that mentors should be there to guide young 
people along their journey, but mentors should 
never dictate how they should live their lives or 
pursue their goals.

Having won the Coach’s player of the year award 
as well as the All City Award, All Regional Award 
and the All State Award, Sales says it is great to 
have accomplished so much in his final years in 
high school and hopes there is more to come. “I am 
looking forward to making All-American and going 
to the NFL,” says Sales. “And I am looking forward 
to getting a ring.” Having risen above the many 
odds stacked against him, Sales advises young 
people to pray, put God first, stay humble, listen to 
their elders and never take their eyes off the prize.

Nothing should be the same,” he tells 
DyNAMC when speaking about diversity in 
sports. Sales believes there is strength in 
differences and better entertainment. 
- Sales

They have motivated me a lot, to be 
honest,” Sales shares with DyNAMC. “
I have to stay strong for them.
- Sales

I am looking forward to 
making All-American 
and going to the NFL,” 
says Sales. “And I am 
looking forward to 
getting a ring. 
- Sales


