
In this “Politics” issue, our Viewpoint question asked “The Supreme Court has 
determined that money is free speech.  In that being the case, has the influence of 
money in our political system given greater voice to that of the people’s “one” vote?”. 

We aim to educate, inspire and provoke thought on societal issues. 

We wanted to know what people across the world are thinking and we 
know our readers inquisitive minds do too.  

Do you agree, disagree or have a totally different perspective? 

Viewpoints

Hello
I VOTED

“Money certainly does NOT give a greater voice to our vote. The 
middle class is the foundation of our country and we should be do-
ing all we can to increase the stability of our families. Those people 
can’t afford to donate to political campaigns. And their voice is what 
matters.”

Lindy Li
Candidate for U.S. Congress 7th district of Pennsylvania

Hello
I VOTED

 “There is no doubt in my mind that the way that we finance our 
political candidates to compete for office creates a dire decision 
making situation for our members of Congress. Now, historically 
corruption with campaign finance would be where a donor gives a 
candidate money, and then the candidate sticks an earmark in the 
bill or makes sure a contract somehow gets to that individual. That 
is real corruption. I think that we are breeding that out all the time 
and we have done a good job of moving away from that model. But 
when it comes to campaign finance, because candidates have to 

seek large sums of money from individuals, corporations and pacts...these entities have more 
access to the candidate, more communication and the candidate pays more attention to what 
they think and that’s just how it works. I think that American voters should know that their 
candidate don’t fall in that trap...It is troubling to me to see that because of how we finance 
campaigns constituent’s voices are sometimes lost.”

Joel Rubin
Candidate, Maryland’s 8th Congressional District in Congress

Hello
I VOTED
 “This is the biggest danger we have had to the one person 
one vote and the democracy in general. There is no ques-
tion about it that a couple of hundred million can turn an 
opinion...The only way to beat money is to out vote them, 
and until there is a change in the Supreme Court we are 
kind of stuck with this. If only we could get a congress that 
would pass a law that would foster full disclosure and put 
them under IRS so they would have to give full disclosure. 
Hence, if you are going to play this way then the voters 

should know that behind this money these are the faces. And that is the problem; we 
don’t know who they are.”

Congressman Raúl Manuel Grijalva 
U.S. Representative for Arizona’s 3rd congressional district
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Hello
I VOTED

 “I think that there is far too much money in politics, and I do 
believe that money has had and will continue to have a coercive 
effect on our representative form of democracy here in the United 
States. As someone who has to raise a ton of money in order to 
be considered a suitable candidate, there are a lot of different 
things that I am not able to do that I would love to be doing as a 
candidate, because I have to raise money. I would love to spend 
99% of my time on the road meeting with voters, talking to voters 
and understanding their concerns. But the reality of it is I spend a 

large degree of my time on the phone calling people asking for money, attending fundraisers 
because that is what you have to do. And if I were to take a step back and say I was not going 
to do it then I would not be viewed as a viable candidate, and that is unfortunate.”

Ericke Cage
Candidate, U.S. House of Representatives (VA-05)

Hello
I VOTED

“Let me rephrase the question: Does money speak louder than 
voters? Short answer: No. People elected to office must still win 
more votes than their opponents—they are not elected based on 
the amount of money they raise or spend. Further, at least to my 
knowledge, there is no convincing research that demonstrates a 
strong correlation between money raised or spent and candidates’ 
electoral success.

Yet there is no denying that most people apparently believe that 
money has a corrosive influence in politics. In past efforts to restrict the role of money, 
proponents have promised that such legislation or regulation would end corruption, curb 
special interests, reduce political inequality, increase competition in elections, restore trust 
in government, reduce spending overall, improve the quality of public discourse, and, in the 
end, promote democracy.

But every measure that has passed congressional scrutiny has fallen far short of any of these 
goals. It’s past time to turn attention to a more fundamental cause than money of political 
dysfunction: politically-motivated, gerrymandered congressional districts.”

Frank Mackaman
The Dirksen Congressional Center

Hello
I VOTED

“The influence of money has really corrupted our political 
system. We need public financing to campaign. In the case of 
Citizens United, now corporations can send large amounts 
without disclosing who they are in any kind of campaign. And so 
corporations are not people but the Supreme Court ruled that they 
can have the same rights as people and that is wrong. We need to 
pass a constitutional amendment to overturn Citizens United and 
implement public financing campaigns.”

Congresswoman Barbara Lee
U.S. Representative for California’s 13th congressional district
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Hello
I VOTED

“I have been working on campaign finance reform for the better 
part of 20 years. The situation has actually gotten worse. When 
Citizens United was decided, I thought it was the worst decision 
ever, and from that point we have seen the tumbleweed impact of 
what has happened in our political space. Money is determining 
everything; it determines who can run and who can win. I don’t 
actually share the Supreme Court’s view. We have a lot of work to 
do in this country to get to a place where you don’t have to raise the 
most money and where the people who have the most money have 

the most influence on our politics. It’s why I introduced a constitutional amendment to overturn 
Citizens United; I was the first to do it. And even though at the time we were standing there by 
ourselves, now a lot of people, including the President of the United States, see that we need a 
constitutional amendment so that we can restore order. 

So we can say to the Court that Congress does have the authority to regulate expenditures on 
campaigns and that we can use that authority to get this money out. I feel really strongly about 
this because when I ran for office, I lost the first time. We don’t come from money; I don’t have 
the contacts where the people around you can contribute money to your campaign. Does that 
mean that my voice shouldn’t be heard in our political process? Absolutely not. I believe in pub-
lic financing of elections because I think that whoever pays the piper plays the tune, and right 
now the money interests are playing the tune.”

Rep. Donna Edwards
U.S. Representative for Maryland’s 4th congressional district

Hello
I VOTED
“Money can overshadow the power of the vote. How-
ever it only can over power if your vote isn’t present. 
Campaigns can have plenty of money but if the peo-
ple vote that vote will have the final say.”

Daryl Joy Walters
Democratic State Central Committee District 4- Elect

Hello
I VOTED

“Yes, it has.  Unfortunately, money is a huge influence in politics as 
it moves the conversation and interests on key issues.  Technology 
in some way has been able to put a small dent into it by enabling 
people to participate online.  Nevertheless, the rise of sponsored 
posts within social platforms has made us come back to the original 
problem at hand. As new communications channels emerge, 
we must make our case and support new entities that keep the 
conversation going and make our voices heard.  Transparency and 
scrutiny are vital to any democracy - to that we must hold each 

politician accountable.  We must strive to have this view revised by our politicians in order to 
maintain a truly democratic process where each vote counts.”

Ricardo Alfaro
Technology Director for the Young Democrats of America (YDA) 
2013 State President of the Puerto Rico Young Democrats (YDPR) 
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Hello
I VOTED

“Only if we let it. Money can’t vote. Corporations can’t vote. There’s 
a certain amount of money you can put in, but if we’ve organized, 
they can put all the money in the world that they want. This is one 
of the things that discourage people from running. They think 
that money is what counts. But if you’re organized properly, you 
don’t worry about the money. There are so many things that you 
can do if you organize properly that don’t cost money. If you’re 
running for the Town Council in five precincts, you don’t need any 
donations. You don’t need any big advertisements. 

All you need is the addresses of everybody in those precincts. And you need people 
knocking on doors. So if you start organizing properly, you don’t worry about the money. 
Money is something that the pros make a lot of money on. They need a campaign manager, 
a television person, a publicity person, a communications manager. You don’t really need all 
of those until the last minutes of the election if you’re properly organized. And this is what 
we’re trying to teach people...how to organize properly so that you don’t need money. I’m not 
afraid of money because the people are the ones who VOTE. If we can mobilize them, the 
money is not the most important part.” 

Dr. William Ferguson Reid Sr.
Historical Political Icon

Hello
I VOTED

“We have increasingly seen the horrible effects of money in our 
political system; in 2012, 95% of the candidates who outspent 
their opponents in the House of Representatives won. Big donors 
lobby congress for policies and plans that benefit themselves, 
rather than the greater good. The Koch brothers have revealed
that they are prepared to donate nearly 1 billion dollars in 
the 2016 election. This type of “free speech” is detrimental to 
our democracy and democracies around theworld. We must 
remember that less than 1 percent of Americans contribute 68% 

ofall election funding; it is these billionaires who will essentially lead to the demise
and corruption of our democracy. Democracy is predicated on the principle of “one
man, one vote.” If donors can unilaterally influence the outcome of an election based
upon the amount of money they donate, then we as a nation have failed in our
obligation to uphold the keen principle of equality – a standard that is essential to a
robust democracy.”

Derrick Parker
Moorehouse College
NAMCO Student Member

Hello
I VOTED

 “It would most certainly not be democracy 
considering our country’s morality has not reflected 
equality of all men and equitable distribution of 
wealth. Money as free speech further marginalizes 
the disenfranchise of minorities and benefit the one 
percent. I don’t believe it’s given a greater voice to the 
people’s “one” vote.”

Ashia Simpson
President Zaya Marketing
NAMCO Small Business Member
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Hello
I VOTED

“Unfortunately, the Supreme Court’s Citizens United decision has 
placed more power in the hands of those with the most money: 
businesses and special interest groups.  This threatens to give greater 
voice and power to the few than to the masses.  While each voting 
person still has one vote, I am concerned that loosening restrictions 
on the amounts of money that corporations can give to political 
candidates or PACs will cause some elected representatives to listen 
instead to powerful lobbying efforts, such as the NRA or big oil, than 
to the constituents who actually vote them into office. 

 In my district, my constituents are concerned about economic development, decreasing 
violent crimes, investing in the urban core and expanded transportation options. As their 
elected official, their concerns drive my decision making and policy.  The constitution 
establishes that the government is by the people and for the people, then it shall be the people - 
not money – that inform and drive policy and the direction of the government. “

Jermaine Reed
Member of the City Council, Third District
City of Kansas City, Missouri

Hello
I VOTED

 “I am by no means a campaign finance expert, but we definitely 
have to look at the impact of money in our electoral system 
because something has to change.”

Sean Meloy
Director of LGBT Engagement at the 
Democratic National Committee
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