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When I accepted the invitation to serve as the new 
author of DyNAMC’s “Tip of the Iceberg” column, I 
found it very fitting that my first entry would revolve 
around the issue of “Sports.”

For most Americans, sports play an integral role in 
our lives. From entertainment to exercise to teaching 
some of our society’s most precious values to our 
youth, sports have had, 
and continue to have, a 
profound effect upon our 
civilization. If you played 
sports as a youth, you 
undoubtedly learned that 
dedicated practice gives 
you the best chance for 
success, that perfected 
technique can beat 
natural skill, and that you 
must get back up when 
you fall. You learned that 
there is no “I” in team, yet 
the actions of one team 
member can reflect upon 
the team, as a whole. 
There are winners and 

losers, and you learned that sportsmanship required 
being humble in victory and gracious in defeat. These 
principles go well beyond the confines of sports and 
into our daily interactions and lives. For instance, 
whatever one’s career may be, their success, or lack 
thereof, will, in large part, be guided by how well they 
fine tune their skills, how they respond to adversity 
or good fortune, and their perseverance and 

courage to always 
learn from mistakes 
and be better, moving 
forward.

I cannot imagine life 
without sports and 
competition. Sports 
have impacted my 
life in so many great 
ways. Even my name 
comes from sports. 
My middle name is 
“Dodger” and that 
was not a typo on my 
birth certificate. It is 
my family’s legacy, 
to an extent. You 

“These principles go well beyond the confines of sports 
and into our daily interactions and lives. For instance, 
whatever one’s career may be, their success, or lack thereof, 
will, in large part, be guided by how well they fine tune 
their skills, how they respond to adversity or good fortune, 
and their perseverance and courage to always learn from 
mistakes and be better, moving forward.” Paschall 
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“Will you join me in the fight for diversity, 
equality, and justice for all?” Paschall

see, my great-grandfather, Henry 
Hoffman, was as big a Brooklyn 
Dodgers fan as there ever was. He 
listened to every single game on 
the radio, and even wired a radio 
into a helmet in order to listen to 
games while he mowed the lawn, 
perhaps giving him some credit 
for the beginnings of the Sony 
Walkman. My grandfather, Robert 
Hoffman, was an apple that did not 
fall far from the tree with respect 
to Dodgers fanaticism. In tribute 
to his father, my grandfather 
named his first child “Brooke,” his 
second child “Lynn,” and his third 
child, “Susan” [Insert the sound 
of a record scratching here]. Since 
my mother was not a boy, my 
grandparents decided not to name 
her “Dodger,” despite the fact that 

my Aunt Brooke and Aunt Lynn 
were already locked in as part of 
the tribute. It was not until 1981, and 
my birth, that the tribute would be 
complete. Because my father and 
I share the same first name, I have 
always been called “Dodger” by my 
entire family for my entire life.

I embrace my name for what it is. It 
has led to some cool benefits and 
some not-so-great results. Starting 
with the bad, I have been called 
too many nicknames to count, 
from “LA” to “Angel” to “Dodger 
Dog” to “Dodge [insert any Dodge 
vehicle model name since 1988].” 
Then, there is the good: I can 
always be called out of a crowd, it 
is an easy ice breaker, and, it gives 

me a sense of uniqueness that I 
may not otherwise have if I were 
named Michael or John.

All of those benefits aside, one of 
my favorite things about my name 
is that the Brooklyn Dodgers are 
a sports franchise with a fantastic 
history of diversity. Particularly, 
in 1947. The Brooklyn Dodgers 
signed Jack “Jackie” Roosevelt 
Robinson to their roster, the first 
African American to play in Major 
League Baseball in the modern 
era. By signing and playing 
Robinson, the Dodgers ended 
the racial segregation that had 
limited African American players 
to the Negro leagues since the 
1880’s. However, Robinson was 
not universally accepted by fellow 
players and coaches or fans at the 
time. As the pioneer of diversity 
with regards to America’s past 
time, Robinson was forced to 
endure relentless racism and 
intimidation during his career. 
Nevertheless, his unwavering 
courage and dedication paid off, 
as many other African American 
ballplayers were signed by Major 
League Baseball teams shortly 
after Robinson made his splash. 
By 1949, Robinson was voted, as 

“ Sports have impacted my life in so many 
great ways. Even my name comes from sports. 
My middle name is “Dodger” and that was not 
a typo on my birth certificate. It is my family’s 
legacy, to an extent.” Paschall

"I em brace my nam e fo r what it is.
 It has led to some cool benefits and 

some not-so-great results. " Paschall

both, the National League’s Most 
Valuable Player and its starting 
second baseman in the all-star 
game. Robinson played for the 
Dodgers for ten years, culminating 
in 1955 when the Dodgers beat the 
New York Yankees to win the World 
Series. He was inducted into the 
Baseball Hall of Fame in 1962.

Jackie Robinson’s story is not 
unique in the history of humankind. 
Even today, diversity and equal 
treatment are lacking in far too 
many institutions and segments of 
society. The same level of adversity 
and opposition experienced by 
Robinson remains in existence to 

this day, albeit not as open and 
obvious as in days past. We can 
all plainly see the injustices which 
plague too many in this country 
as a result of archaic prejudices 
and irrational bigotry. As we watch 
potential leaders of the free world 
attempt to segregate the citizens 
of this country by disingenuously 
turning demographics of people 
against others, the need for more 
Jackie Robinson’s to rise with the 
strength and valor to lead the way 
has never been more apparent. 
There is much work to be done, 
and I, for one, intend to not just sit 
on the sideline. 

" J a c k i e  R o b i n s o n " s  s t o ry  i s  n o t 
u n iqu e i n th e h istory of h u man ki n d. 
E v e n  t o d ay ,  d i v e r s i t y  a n d  e q u a l 
t r e at m e n t  a r e  l a c k i n g  i n  fa r  t o o 
many i nstitutions an d segm ents of 
society. The same level of adversity 
a n d  o p p o s i t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e d  by 
Robi nson remai ns i n  existence to 
t h i s  d ay ,  a l b e i t  n o t  as  o p e n  a n d 
obvious as i n days past. "  Paschall
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