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A D R I A N  K E L L E R  
City  of  Phoenix  Mayor 's  Off ice

Adrian is a health policy fellow for the Phoenix Mayor’s
Office where he works to advance public health priorities
with a focus on equity. He also is attending Arizona State
University, where he will graduate with a Masters in
Sustainability Solutions in the Spring 2022. Adrian is
especially passionate about transportation systems and the
intersectionality between sustainability and public health.
Through the Emerging Sustainability Leaders program,
Adrian hopes to learn more about strategies to increase
access to electric vehicles and alternative transportation
options, particularly for rural and low-income communities. 

A M A N D A  J O R D A N
City  of  Phoenix

Amanda is the Circular Economy Project Manager for the City
of Phoenix where she works collaboratively across the Public
Works Department and the Community and Economic
Development Department to drive forward the city’s circular
economy initiatives. Prior to joining the City of Phoenix,
Amanda was the Program Coordinator for the Resource
Innovation and Solutions Network (RISN) Incubator at ASU.
Amanda holds a BBA in Strategic Design and Management,
Sustainable Design from Parsons School of Design as well as
a Master of Sustainability Solutions degree from Arizona State
University. Outside of work, Amanda enjoys spending time
exploring the outdoors with her husband and son. Amanda
hopes to partner with others to cultivate an equitable and
inclusive circular economy here in Arizona. 

A N D R E A  R A M I R E Z
HDR

Andrea is a civil engineer at HDR, specializing in integrated
solid waste management. She works with clients around the
country to manage waste as a resource and supports a variety
of planning and design projects for both waste disposal and
waste diversion programs. Her career interests include
organics management, zero waste planning, and evaluating the
environmental impacts of waste management programs. After
earning her bachelor’s and master’s degrees in civil and
environmental engineering from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, she
started her career in California and later moved to Utah.
Andrea recently moved back to her hometown of Tucson,
where she lives with her husband and two young kids. She is
looking forward to meeting everyone in the Emerging
Sustainability Leaders Program and learning more about all the
exciting progress happening across the state and effective
ways of contributing to it.



Brittany is a representative for recycle services at Waste
Management. She studied at ASU and graduated from the
School of Sustainability with a degree in Life Sciences. In her
role, she strategizes with industrial and municipal partners to
help them increase diversion and reach their sustainability
goals. As a sales professional she considers the business of
recycling; logistics, processing capabilities, available
commodity markets, and the overall viability of a given recycle
program. While working through the fundamental and financial
challenges of the recycling industry, she has focused on
developing sustainable recycle programs in order to retain
them. Brittany enjoys the outdoors and her personal interests
have been her incentive to seek out professional opportunities
that support the environment. Through the Emerging
Sustainability Leaders Program, she looks forward to providing
insight regarding recycle services and participating in
conversations that support a sustainable tomorrow.

Brooke is an Arizona native, and a marketing professional
with a focus on brand story and strategy development. She
is the Associate Director of the Strategic Planning team at
Defero, a local Phoenix marketing agency. Her strong
interest in sustainability developed while attending Arizona
State where she received her undergraduate degrees in
Marketing and Business Sustainability. Brooke is passionate
about supporting the state of Arizona through advocating
for continued investment in sustainable solutions. She is
excited to learn more about how to support those paving the
way toward a more sustainable future. 

Cole is an Environmental Science Specialist at the Arizona
Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ). He supports the
regulation of public drinking water systems by ensuring
compliance with state and federal regulations. During the
legislative season, he also partially assists the Legislative
Affairs Office of ADEQ with state legislative analysis and bill
tracking. Cole has a bachelor's degree in environmental
sciences from the University of Arizona and a master's degree
in environmental policy from ASU. Cole spends most of his
free time hiking, exercising, brewing mead, and studying for
the LSAT. He is excited to meet fellow young professionals
within the Emerging Sustainability Leaders program and
wishes to further his interest specifically in energy and climate
related issues.

B R I T T A N Y  K E I M
Waste  Management

B R O O K E  G U T I E R R E Z
Defero

C O L E  P I H L
Ar izona Dept .  of  Env i ronmenta l  Qual i ty



Daksha is a professional Transportation Planner and Designer,
with a focus on public transit and active transportation. She
graduated with a master’s degree in Urban and Environmental
Planning from ASU and has an extensive design knowledge
through her bachelor's program in Architecture. She is
passionate about accessibility-based planning and better
integration of land use and transit. With this goal in mind, she
has worked on comprehensive transportation plans, light rail
transit design, bus rapid transit network, transit-oriented
development, complete streets, and bicycle/pedestrian
infrastructure. Working in the US and India has diversified
Daksha’s understanding of different cultures, needs and
prevailing issues in both developed and developing countries.
She believes that what develops and grows around us
becomes a measure of the people and their community.
Hence, she aspires to build and transform built environments
to foster sustainable growth, economic stability, and
community well-being.

As a Marketing Proposal Professional for Ameresco, Emily
works to help organizations meet their sustainability goals
through renewable energy and energy efficiency projects. She
holds a MA in Global Affairs and Management from Thunderbird
School of Global Management and a BS in Geography, Spanish
and International Studies from the University of Wisconsin River
Falls. As a geographer, she has always found the importance of
culture to be extremely relevant when talking about
sustainability and examining how culture, beliefs, and language
are linked to sustainable solutions. Through this program, Emily
is looking forward to collaborating with other young
sustainability leaders and learning from experienced
professionals in the sustainability realm. Outside of work Emily
is an avid reader and enjoys spending time with her two cats
(Kairo and Quentin) and connecting with nature.

Jaimie Galayda is the Lead Planner with Tucson Water’s Public
Information and Conservation Office. She joined the City of
Tucson in 2016 as the Planning, Transportation & Sustainability
Policy Advisor for Mayor Jonathan Rothschild. Prior to that she
had been a Research Project Manager with the Institute of the
Environment at the University of Arizona and with Yudelson
Associates, a sustainability planning and consulting firm. Ms.
Galayda earned a Ph.D. in Ecological Economics from
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, NY in 2006. She is
also certified as a LEED AP in Existing Buildings.

D A K S H A  M A S U R K A R
A E C O M

E M I L Y  W I L C O X S O N
A m e r e s c o

J A I M I E  G A L A Y D A
T u c s o n  W a t e r



Kaileigh Walker is the Communications & Programs Specialist
for Arizona Forward. She is responsible for the execution of
marketing plans, as well as event planning and management. A
third-generation Arizonan, Kaileigh graduated from Northern
Arizona University in 2018 with a B.S. in Environmental and
Sustainability Studies, and a minor in Women’s and Gender
Studies. Kaileigh is an AmeriCorps VISTA alumnus with a
passion for sustainability and environmental justice. In her
spare time, she can be found curled up with her cat and a good
book, hiking, baking, or spending time with family and friends.
Through the Emerging Leaders program, Kaileigh looks
forward to developing connections with her peers and
improving sustainability efforts in Arizona.

As the assistant director of communications and outreach at
the Center for Ecosystem Science and Society (Ecoss) at
Northern Arizona University, Kate Petersen works to tell
compelling science stories and foster new conversations
about climate solutions among regional and national
stakeholders. In this role, Kate has developed innovative
sustainability programming at the state and national level,
including "Climate 2020: Seven Generations for Arizona" in
2019 and "The Bumpy Road to Net Zero: Paths to Carbon
Neutrality in Uncertain Times" in 2020. Prior to joining Ecoss,
Kate was a Jones Lecturer in Creative Writing and a Wallace
Stegner Fellow at Stanford University. In her free time, she
enjoys running, stargazing, and exploring new places with her
family. Through the Emerging Sustainability Leaders program,
Kate hopes to connect with other state leaders to imagine
equitable ways to mitigate climate warming and to keep
Arizona safe, healthy, and habitable for future generations.

Mackenzie is a Director of Business Development for
SmithGroup. After graduating from Tulane University,
Mackenzie worked as a commercial art consultant, outfitting
offices, hospitals, and senior living communities with custom
art. She realized that what she really loved about this process
was the buildings and the impact design decisions could have
on residents, patients, and their families. With SmithGroup,
Mackenzie identifies opportunities where architects and
designers can make spaces more functional, dynamic, and
engaging. SmithGroup’s commitment to sustainability mirrors
Mackenzie’s values. She is eager to learn more about how
Business Developers can encourage others to make
sustainable design decisions to keep our city livable and
resilient for years to come. In her free time, Mackenzie
volunteers to support animal shelters, paints, and creates
plant-based recipes.

K A I L E I G H  W A L K E R
A r i z o n a  F o r w a r d

K A T E  P E T E R S E N
N o r t h e r n  A r i z o n a  U n i v e r s i t y

M A C K E N Z I E  H A E H L
S m i t h G r o u p



Maureen is the Strategic Partnerships Representative, Sr. at
APS. She is responsible for leading the execution,
measurement and tracking of strategic community programs,
events and partnerships designed to positively influence the
perceptions, actions and opinions of diverse Arizona
constituencies served by APS. Maureen initiates engagement
and mobilization of a broad range of internal and external
stakeholders to improve and enhance positive impact and
ensure alignment to company business objectives. In
collaboration with the Community Affairs team, Maureen
evaluates existing partnerships and manages funding requests
from non-profit partners across the state. Maureen graduated
from ASU with a B.A. in Communication and a M.S. in
Recreation and Tourism. She has a background working in the
nonprofit field and serves as a board member for Friendly
House & Children’s Cancer Network. She is looking forward to
growing her skillset to further advance sustainability in
Arizona. 

As a recent transplant from Brooklyn, Mike’s excited to
broaden his perspective and learn about the sustainability
challenges and opportunities throughout Arizona. He has
worked in the sustainability world for the past decade in start-
ups, rating organizations, consulting, and now as the first ESG
Reporting Manager at Republic Services, the Arizona-
headquartered environmental services, recycling, and waste
company. Mike oversees a range of sustainability reporting for
the company’s investors, customers, raters & rankers, and the
public. Back in New York, he was involved in the New York
Area Sustainability Group and Green Home NYC. Mike holds a
B.A. in Economics from Columbia University and a Master of
Environmental Science and Management from UC Santa
Barbara. He’s excited to explore AZ’s natural beauty on the
trails, by bike, and while tossing a disc with the Valley of the
Sun Ultimate Association.

Natalie is a Senior Program Manager for Outreach and
Education at the Pima County Department of Environmental
Quality (PDEQ), where she administers programs that support
sustainable action throughout Pima County, including the
Clean Air Program. Natalie works with community partners,
local jurisdictions, schools, and the UA to develop strategies
and messages to encourage people to drive less to reduce air
pollution and greenhouse gas emissions. Natalie also serves
as PDEQ’s Environmental Justice coordinator and as a Board
Director for the Community Gardens of Tucson. She received a
B.S. in Environmental Sciences and a Master’s in Public Health
from the UA. In her free time, she enjoys hiking, gardening, and
traveling with her family. Natalie is honored to have been
selected to join the Arizona Forward Emerging Leaders
Program and looks forward to collaborating with colleagues to
find innovative ways to prioritize environmental sustainability. 

M A U R E E N  S A L L O O M
A r i z o n a  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e

M I K E  S C H W A R T Z
R e p u b l i c  S e r v i c e s

N A T A L I E  S H E P P
P i m a  C o u n t y



Simon is the Community Development Manager for Freeport-
McMoRan’s Bagdad Operations. He is responsible for
providing social responsibility guidance to the organization
and collaborating with communities to help build long-term
resiliency.  Simon was born and raised in South Africa and
holds an M.S. in Environmental Management from the
University of Cape Town. Prior to his current role, he worked as
an Environmental Scientist, carrying out environmental
planning and compliance activities and coordinating
stakeholder engagement campaigns. Simon moved to
Namibia a few years after completing his formal education
and then immigrated to the United States with his family in
2017. In addition to living and working in South Africa,
Namibia, and the USA, he has had the opportunity to work in
multiple countries on the African continent and support
multiple industries.

Siobhan Lyons is a Manager of Corporate Social Responsibility
at onsemi (formerly ON Semiconductor). In her role, Siobhan
focuses on ESG reporting, designing and driving the company’s
climate strategy and developing the internal sustainability and
CSR employee training. Previously, Siobhan worked as an
operations manager at ASU and implemented a handful of
sustainability initiatives on campus. She is passionate about
empowering others to live a more sustainable life through small
changes that make a large impact. Siobhan received a BS in
Business Management and a MS in Sustainability Leadership
from ASU. Originally a NY native, Siobhan fell in love with the
state of Arizona for its diverse, natural beauty. You can find her
enjoying the beautiful outdoors by either hiking, standup paddle
boarding, skiing, or camping.  Siobhan is excited to connect with
other Arizona-based sustainability professionals and create
synergies to ensure our state stays beautiful and resilient to
climate change for generations to come.

Stanley Wong is a Site Builder/Energy Engineer at ETC Group,
an engineering firm focused on energy conservation in
commercial buildings. He received his Bachelor’s in Chemical
Engineering and a Master’s in Environmental Engineering from
the University of Arizona. Stanley is extremely passionate
about renewable energy and energy efficiency, having served
as the Energy and Climate Committee Co-Chair and Co-
Director of Students for Sustainability. Growing up, Stanley
spent summers in Guangzhou, China visiting family, where the
air quality made him think about the industrial pollution and
how it affects those around him. This pushed him to make a
difference. Through the Emerging Sustainability Leaders
program, Stanley hopes to learn from those in his community
and work to empower those around him to make sustainable
change.

S I M O N  C H A R T E R
F r e e p o r t - M c M o R a n
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Tessa is the Project Coordinator in the NATURA Network, a
National Science Foundation grant-funded sustainability
network housed at ASU. This network links networks in Africa,
Asia-Pacific, Europe, North and Latin America, and globally to
enhance connectivity among the world's scholars and
practitioners and improve the prospects for global urban
sustainability. Tessa organizes network-wide events,
communication, and manages day to day activities within the
network. Tessa is an ASU School of Sustainability alumni and
will be applying for a Master of Business Administration
through the W.P. Carey School of Business. She is specifically
interested in focusing her sustainability efforts and studies
within supply chain to reduce waste and promote sustainable
business practices. Through the Emerging Sustainability
Leaders program, Tessa hopes to expand her personal
network to include professionals from a variety of
backgrounds and to continue her education in areas of
sustainability that she is less acquainted with. 

Veronica is a Special Projects Manager in the Development
Services Department at the City of Mesa whose focus is to
manage high profile and unique projects.  She has more
than 20 years of experience at the City of Mesa reviewing,
analyzing, and facilitating both public and private
development projects.  Veronica is committed to learning
best practices for sustainability that can be incorporated
into private development, which will help the City achieve the
goals of its first ever Climate Action Plan.  Through the
Emerging Sustainability Leaders program, Veronica hopes to
learn from experts in the field and network with her peers on
sustainability and resiliency topics.  Veronica has a BA in
history and a Master’s in Business Administration, both from
ASU.  She is an Arizona native and enjoys spending her free
time with friends and family.

Viviane is a Planning Analyst at Central Arizona Project (CAP).
At CAP she provides planning and policy analysis to advance
water management, especially in relation to urban growth and
planning for the Central Arizona Groundwater Replenishment
District. She has also worked in water resource planning at the
Arizona Department of Water Resources and in the private
sector. Viviane has a Bachelor’s degree in Environmental and
Natural Resource Economics with Honors from Utah State
University. She enjoys road tripping around Arizona to hike and
camp, as well as reading for her local book club.  In joining the
Emerging Sustainability Leaders Program, she looks forward
to learning from other sustainability professionals and
engaging on important issues in Arizona.

T E S S A  M A R T I N E Z
N A T U R A / A r i z o n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y

V E R O N I C A  G O N Z A L E Z
C i t y  o f  M e s a  

V I V I A N E  B A J I
C e n t r a l  A r i z o n a  P r o j e c t



INNOVATOR  MEMBERS TRAILBLAZER MEMBERS

VISIONARY MEMBERS

Yiyun Zhang is director of materials engineering at Footprint, a
Gilbert-based materials science technology company focused
on creating a healthy planet, starting with replacing single-use
plastics that touch food and beverages. She joined Footprint in
2015 as an experienced materials scientist. Yiyun has 25 SCI
publications and 29 patents. She graduated from University of
Illinois with a Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering, with research
focus on functional nano fiber. She has a Master’s and
Bachelor’s degree in Biomedical Engineering from Southeast
University(China). Yiyun started working in molded pulp
industry right after graduation, and over the next nine years,
she successfully helped launch many projects to replace
customers’ current plastic packaging with environmentally-
friendly plant-based fiber solutions. In her free time, Yiyun likes
hiking, travelling with her family and spending time with her
nine-month-old daughter. Yiyun is looking forward to meeting
with the other Arizona Emerging Sustainability Leaders and
working together to make sustainable more sustainable.

Y I Y U N  Z H A N G
F o o t p r i n t

Thanks to our Partner Members


