
 

BRIGGS SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Reopening School FAQs 

1. Will children be screened before entering school grounds? 
Yes, all children will go through an active screening that includes taking their temperature with a no-contact 

forehead thermometer. We ask that you are able to answer the following four questions for your child with a no 

before sending to school : 

1) Have you had a fever in the last 24 hours? 

2) Have you had a cough or difficulty breathing in the last 24 hours?  

3) Do you feel generally well without other symptoms or illness (diarrhea, vomiting, rash, etc)?  

4) Has anyone in your household contracted COVID-19? 

2. What temperature officially counts as a fever? What are the other symptoms that tell me I should keep my 
child home? 
A child with a temperature of 99.5 OR ABOVE on the no-contact forehead thermometer will be sent home. Also, 
people with these symptoms may have COVID-19: 

 Fever or chills  

 Cough  

 Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

 Fatigue  

 Muscle or body aches  

 Headache  

 New loss of taste or smell  

 Sore throat  

 Congestion or runny nose  

 Nausea or vomiting  

 Diarrhea 

3. What if my child is at school and says they don't feel well? 
As we are acting in the most cautious manner, teachers will escort child to the isolation room and a school 

employee will contact parents to come pick up. 

4. What if a child in my class tests positive for COVID-19? 
We will notify parents when a student or staff member tests positive for COVID-19 and Briggs School District, with 

guidance from VCPH, will conduct contact tracing to determine close contacts. See final page for further info. 

5. Is it mandated that a COVID case or contact stays home for a certain amount of days? 
If a student or staff member is COVID positive, they must isolate at home for 10 days from the onset of symptoms 

or date of positive test, whichever is earlier. If a student or staff member is a close contact to a COVID positive 

person, they must quarantine for 14 days from the last day they had contact with that person, regardless of their 

test results. These instructions are per CDPH. A close contact is defined as having spent 15 or more minutes 

within 6 feet of a COIVD-infected individual. These 15 minutes may include an accumulation of several different 

contacts during the day. 

6. What are the steps before individuals can come back to school? 
VCPH communicates with those in isolation (COVID positive) and those in quarantine (COVID exposed) and will 

provide direction to them on when they can return to school/work. If someone has a non-COVID respiratory or 

other infectious diagnosis, then the student/staff would follow the direction of their primary medical provider and 

provide a note releasing them back to school/work. The provider may or may not have them test for COVID based 

on the individual's symptoms. Testing is widely available throughout the County, does not require a doctor's 

recommendation and should be encouraged if the individual has any concern they might have COVID. 

7. At what point would we have to completely close school? 
School closure is recommended based on the number of cases, the percentage of the teacher/students/staff that 

are positive for COVID-19, and following consultation with the health officer. Closure may be appropriate when 

there are multiple cases in multiple cohorts at a school or when at least 5% of the total number of 



teachers/students/staff are cases within a 14-day period. Closure may also be warranted for other reasons, 

including results from a public health investigation or other local epidemiological data. 

8. If school is closed for in-person learning, when may it reopen? 
It may typically reopen after 14 days and the following have occurred: 

 cleaning and disinfection 
 public health investigation 
 consultation with the local public health department 

9. What sort of things are being done to safeguard my child? 
Air purifiers are in each classroom, library, and office area. In addition, we have purchased an electrostatic 

sprayer that will be used to disinfect the classrooms. As much as possible, doors and windows will remain open 

even if the HVAC or heaters are on. 

 

We have increased the cleaning of all hard surfaces, as well as the bathrooms and public areas. Desk shields, 

social distancing, wearing masks and active screenings are also in place to help maintain safety. There are hand 

sanitizer dispensers in every classroom for children to use as they enter the classroom.  

 

All staff members will be COVID-19 tested every two months. 

10. Can I bring my own mask? 
Yes, children may bring their own masks as long as they are appropriate (nothing that relates to drugs, alcohol, 

etc.). We will also have masks for staff or students that need them. 

11. We chose BL but what will the other three days look like when my child is not on campus? 
Wednesdays for everyone will be very similar to what is happening right now in DL. The other days (M/T or TH/F) 

will vary depending on the grade level. 

12. Will there be a recess? 
Yes, we recognize that students will need a break and some time to be with their friends in a socially distanced 

and safe manner. Fifteen minute breaks will be given, one grade at a time. The play structure is not available, and 

we will not have any PE equipment out, ie balls, jump ropes, hula hoops. 

13. My child's birthday is coming up. Can I bring treats to share? 
At this time, volunteers and visitors are not allowed on campus. Also, we are doing our best to minimize any 

hand-to-hand contact so no, treats are not allowed.  

14. Could classes work outside? 
Weather permitting, we encourage teachers to work outside with classes. This might be on the grass, the lunch 

area, or on the blacktop. If a class sits at the lunch area, it will be disinfected prior to another class using. 

Teachers might ask students to bring a towel or small blanket to sit on if doing class on the grass. 

15. What about lunches? 
Breakfast and  "Grab and Go" lunches are available for all children that are on campus at no charge. Hybrid 

Learning students will also receive a 3 day supply of food for when they are on Distance Learning. All 100% 

Distance Learners can pick up their 5 day supply of free breakfast and lunches on Fridays. I  

16. What else will be different? 
As much as we would like to be back to normal, we must follow guidelines and do our best to ensure a safe place 
for all to be. Some other details include: 

 Children should only use top of desk and not leave anything inside their desk to help with the cleaning 
process. We will have desks turned around to make this easier. 

 Students should not bring any extra supplies from home that are not needed. 

 We have painted Panther Paws and Eagles in various locations where children may be lining up to help 
with social distancing.  

 Drinking fountains will not be available at this time.  
 


