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Je sors, je reste  

 
Anne-Lovely Etienne, jeudi 19 octobre 2017  

  

JE SORS 

 

Festival burlesque de Montréal 

http://www.journaldemontreal.com/auteur/anne-lovely-etienne
http://www.journaldemontreal.com/auteur/anne-lovely-etienne
http://www.journaldemontreal.com/auteur/anne-lovely-etienne
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Le Festival burlesque de Montréal prend son envol dès ce soir, pour une programmation de trois 
soirs riche en spectacles et activités. L’édition 2017 accueillera plus de 40 artistes mondiales du 
burlesque, dont la New-Yorkaise Dirty Martini. Le festival invite les participants à se déguiser, 
question de se mettre dans l’ambiance de l’Halloween. *Débute ce soir à 20h00 au Club Soda 

 
http://www.journaldemontreal.com/2017/10/18/je-sors-je-reste  

 

 

 

Le très populaire Festival burlesque de Montréal est de 
retour cette année 

Pascale Trudeau 21 septembre, 2017  

 

http://www.journaldemontreal.com/2017/10/18/je-sors-je-reste
http://www.nightlife.ca/collabos/pascale-trudeau-0
http://storage.journaldemontreal.com/v1/dynamic_resize/sws_path/jdx-prod-images/22b57cbb-43c3-4f29-9e22-3e945d9f25ad_ORIGINAL.jpg?quality=80&version=2&size=1200x
http://www.nightlife.ca/collabos/pascale-trudeau-0


 

photo : David Afriat  

 
Les amateurs de burlesque seront bien heureux d'apprendre que le fameux Festival burlesque de Montréal est 
officiellement de retour cette année! Alors que quelques-uns magasinent déjà leur costume d’Halloween, d’autres se 
concentrent sur leur habillement pour ce festival montréalais des plus sexy qui aura lieu du 19 au 21 octobre 
prochains! On t’encourage à t’y mettre sur ton 36 pour mieux te déshabiller par la suite. Tenues de cocktail exigées, 
car tu fais partie du show! Attention, cet événement n’est pas pour les introvertis qui fuient comme la peste les 
spectacles où le public pourrait être sollicité! Mais si tu aimes séduire et provoquer, tu es invité à participer aux 
différents ateliers burlesques offerts le samedi après-midi dans le Wiggle Room, ou bien tu peux te présenter 
au Mister & Miss Burlesque Montreal Pageant le jeudi soir précédent. 
  

http://www.nightlife.ca/quoi-faire/2017/10/19/montreal-burlesque-festival-2017
http://www.nightlife.ca/2016/09/28/le-tres-sensuel-festival-burlesque-de-retour-montreal-le-mois-prochain
http://www.nightlife.ca/ou-aller/the-wiggle-room
http://cdn.oboxeditions.com/sites/prod/files/styles/gallery/public/article/le-festival-burlesque-de-montreal-approche-grands-pas-462347.jpg


 

Source: David Afriat pour NIGHTLIFE.CA 
 
C’est au Club Soda que les étoiles émergentes internationales et locales du burlesque présenteront trois spectacles. 
Prépare-toi à être titillé par plus de 40 artistes de classe mondiale. En tête d’affiche, on retrouve la New-Yorkaise Dirty 
Martini célèbre pour ses performances audacieuses, la Montréalaise Scarlett James, historienne de l'art devenue 
superstar du burlesque, Sukki Singapora, lauréate d’un prix Asian Women of Achievement et fondatrice de 
la Singapore Burlesque Society, Angie Pontani, chorégraphe de Brooklyn, Missy Lisa, récipiendaire du titre Miss Viva 
Las Vegas et nommée l’une des 20 meilleures artistes de burlesque dans le monde par le magazine 21st Century 
Burlesque, et finalement April March. Aussi connue sous le nom de la Première Dame du burlesque, la carrière de cette 
légende s’est étendue sur plus de 30 ans. Présente tous les soirs au Festival, elle racontera au public des anecdotes 
sur sa carrière qui peuvent d’ailleurs être lues dans son livre, également présenté lors de l’événement. L’artiste de 82 
ans (!) montera en primeur sur scène pour t’offrir une rare prestation. Ça risque d’être plutôt intéressant. 
 
Tu peux acheter tes billets directement sur le site Internet de l’événement. Il est à noter que le partenaire du Festival 
Burlesque de Montréal, White Keys Vodka, présentera des drinks spécialement concoctés pour l’occasion! Cheers! 
 
Si t'es pas capable d'attendre et que tu as trop hâte, on t'invite à retourner voir notre album photo de l'année dernière!  
 
 
  
 
 

FESTIVAL BURLESQUE DE MONTRÉAL 

19-20-21 octobre 2017 
19h00 - 23h30 
  
 
 
 

 

http://www.nightlife.ca/2017/09/21/le-tres-populaire-festival-burlesque-de-montreal-est-de-retour-cette-annee  

 

 

http://www.nightlife.ca/2016/10/14/le-spectacle-douverture-du-festival-burlesque-de-montreal-nous-vraiment-donne-chaud
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http://www.missdirtymartini.com/html/home.html
http://www.missdirtymartini.com/html/home.html
https://scarlettjames.com/
http://www.sukkisingapora.com/
http://www.angiepontani.com/
http://www.missylisa.com/
https://www.facebook.com/aprilmarchburlesque/
http://www.montrealburlesquefestival.ca/
https://whitekeysvodka.com/vodka-quebec/
http://www.nightlife.ca/2016/10/14/le-spectacle-douverture-du-festival-burlesque-de-montreal-nous-vraiment-donne-chaud
http://www.nightlife.ca/quoi-faire/2017/10/19/montreal-burlesque-festival-2017
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Festival Burlesque de Montréal 

par Martial Genest · Oct 21, 2017 

Joindre éclat et sensualité 

© Martial Genest/MatTv.ca 

Le Club Soda se redonne des airs de cabaret pour la présentation du Festival Burlesque de Montréal, du 
19 au 21 octobre. Le joyau de Scarlett James est de retour pour en mettre encore plein la vue. Pour ce soir 
de première, il y avait un petit concours où les artistes présents allaient être jugés et les gagnants auraient 
l’honneur de participer au spectacle de clôture, samedi le 21 octobre. 

C’est avec un humour bilingue que Monsieur Vincent le maître de cérémonie de cette soirée a introduit les 
prestations et a maintenu l’intérêt du public entre chacune d’elles. La présence de personnalités telles que la 
première dame du burlesque April Marsh donne à ce festival une touche particulière, et même une certaine 
notoriété. Car qui ne voudrait pas fouler la scène le même soir qu’une grande personnalité de cet univers. 

http://www.mattv.ca/author/gema32/
http://www.mattv.ca/?s=Martial+Genest


 

Tour à tour, les prestations de Honey Lustre, Vera Wylde, Celesta O’Lee, Jolie Lolita, Victoria 
Vermouth, May Hemmer, Kage Wolfe, Ivy Lafleur, Tristan Ginger, Sultana, Sugar Vixen, Randi Rouge, 
et pour célébrer le Diwali, une prestation de Bollywood Blast. La soirée ne pouvait être complète sans que 
la dame à qui l’on doit cette soirée ne nous offre une démonstration de son grand talent, et oui Scarlett James 
elle-même nous a présenté un merveilleux numéro et pour clore le spectacle une autre grande dame du 
burlesque, nulle autre que Dirty Martini, nous a fait revivre le classique des ballons. 

Après une courte pause, les gagnants de la première soirée furent annoncés. Chez les hommes, le gagnant 

est Kage Wolfe, et chez les dames la gagnante est May Hemmer. Il sera donc possible de voir leurs 
prestations lors du spectacle de samedi soir. La foule était conviée à un après-party à la 
Taverne Midway située à quelques pas du Club Soda après le spectacle. En association 
avec White Keys Vodka, il y avait des cocktails créés spécifiquement pour cet événement, 
à vous d’en essayer quelques-uns. 

 

 

 

http://www.mattv.ca/festival-burlesque-de-montreal-2/ 
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While for many late October may be a time to dress up in the spirit of Halloween, the Montreal Burlesque Festival 

encourages exactly the opposite behavior by inviting world-class artists, citizens, and lovers to undress in their best 

clothes. 

The glamorous festival, sponsored by Montreal’s artisan White Keys vodka, returns to Montreal’s iconic Club Soda on 

October 19th, 20th, and 21st for three glorious evenings, packed with shows and events staged to titillate, seduce, 

provoke and simply entertain. 

http://www.montrealburlesquefestival.ca/


 

The 2017 edition of the Montreal Burlesque Festival will unleash upon the city the charms of more 

than 40 of the world’s finest burlesque stars and legends. 
 

This year’s headliners are none other than the delightful Dirty Martini, the irreverent New Yorker famous for her over-

the-top reinterpretations of classic burlesque numbers; the sultry Scarlett James, Montreal’s very own international 

burlesque superstar and historian of the art; the defying Sukki Singapora, recipient of an Asian Women of Achievement 

Award and founder of the Singapore Burlesque Society; the awe-inspiring Angie Pontani, a multi-talented dancer, 

producer, choreographer and costumer from Brooklyn, NY; and the dangerously curvy Missy Lisa, winner of “Miss Viva 

Las Vegas” and ranked among the top-20 Burlesque Performers in the World by 21st Century Burlesque magazine. 

 

Completing the top billing is the legendary burlesque pioneer, April March, whose main headlining career spanned over 

thirty adventure-filled years from 1952 to the eighties. Every evening, April March will thrill audiences with anecdotes 

from her wild past, many of which can be read in blushing detail in her new book to be presented at the event. In a 

highlight not to be missed, the 82-year old artist will take the stage by storm to honor the public with a very rare 

performance. 

The night of Thursday, October 19th, promises to sparkle with the 2017 Mr. and Miss Burlesque Montreal competition, 

where budding bodacious performers shall vie for the prestigious Lili St-Cyr award. The pressure to shine will be intense, 

as every gyration and provocative pose will be judged for the pleasure of the crowd by the discriminating eyes of 

headliners April March, Dirty Martini, Sukki Singapora, Angie Pontani, and Missy Lisa. 

Thursday is the night to catch some of Best Kept MTL’s favourite Burlesque performers – Tristan Ginger, Honey Lustre, 

Sugar Vixen 

http://bestkeptmontreal.com/sweet-dreams-made-weimar-nightmares/


 

In addition to its star attractions, the stage of the Montreal Burlesque Festival will burst out of its 

seams with ravishing performances by the elite of burlesque 

 
Including such exotic names as Amourous Ava, The Lady Josephine, Lily Linx, MiMi Cherry, Kitty Crimson, Audrey Ivory, 

Lily Monroe, Kismet Katie, Miss Meow, Kitty Kin-Evil, Fairy Floss, Jacqueline Hyde, Pastel Supernova, Chantal de Bisous, 

Lou Lou la Duchesse de Rière, Aria Delanoche, Aurora Black, Foxy Lexxi, and many more. 

And if watching is not enough, daring male and female members of the public will be encouraged to partake in the fun 

burlesque workshops open to all in the afternoon of Saturday, October 21st, within the privacy of the Wiggle Room. 

In collaboration with Montreal Burlesque Festival, workshops are facilitated by Arabesque Burlesque. 

**Pricing for Montreal Burlesque Festival Workshops: $40/one, $80/two, $100/three and $120/four** 

Tickets for Montreal Burlesque Festival are available online with a range from $34-$120! General Admission, Premium 

and VIP options are are waiting for you. 

 

 

 

http://bestkeptmontreal.com/montreal-burlesque-stars-light-october-nights/ 
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https://thepointofsale.com/tickets/clb171019001
http://bestkeptmontreal.com/montreal-burlesque-stars-light-october-nights/


 

 By: Elsa-Maret- mtltimes.ca 

Burlesque Festival – This year, Club Soda, on the Boulevard St.Laurent, is bringing back the prestigious 
Burlesque show. For three consecutive nights, you will be hosted by Scarlett James in collaboration with 
White Keys Vodka, who will bring to you an exceptional show. Each show will be different, with signature 
cocktails matching each different evening. 

 
2017 Burlesque Festival in Montreal 

Thursday October 19th 

Doors open at 7 p.m and the show will art at 8 p.m. Regular tickets start at 30$. Premium ticket are 65$ and 
VIP tickets will be 115$. The Burlesque show on Thursday will be the election of Miss Burlesque Montreal. 

Friday October 20th 

Doors open at 7 p.m and the show will art at 8 p.m. Regular tickets start at 45$. Premium ticket are 79$ and 
VIP tickets will be 180$. On Friday, there will be the complete show during the entire evening. 

Saturday October 21th 

Doors open at 7 p.m and the show will art at 8 p.m. Regular tickets start at 45$. Premium ticket are 79$ and 

VIP tickets will be 180$. 

 

http://mtltimes.ca/


 

 

 

 
2017 Burlesque Festival in Montreal 

  

To purchase your tickets now, click here. All three shows will take place at Club Soda on the St.Laurent 

Boulevard. 

 

 

http://mtltimes.ca/burlesque-festival/  
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http://mtltimes.ca/burlesque-festival/


 

Montreal Burlesque Festival 2017 

October 19 @ 8:00 pm - October 21 @ 11:00 pm 

•  

 

19-20-21 Oct. 2017  @ CLUB SODA, 1225 Boul. St Laurent, Montreal 

Scarlett James vous invite au prestigieux 

Festival Burlesque de Montréal. Celebrating Lili St Cyr! 

3 spectacles différents, 3 soirs! 

Sortez vos plus beaux atours et allures hollywoodiennes car VOUS faites partie du spectacle! 

Scarlett James invites you to the prestigious Montreal Burlesque Festival; 3 nights, 3 exceptional events of 

Burlesque & Cabaret! 

Dress up, Glamor up, as YOU are part of the show! 

Scarlett James le invita al prestigioso Burlesque Festival de Montreal . 3 espectáculos diferentes , 3 noches ! 

Salir de tu galas y Hollywood se pasea porque ustedes son parte del espectáculo ! 

JEUDI / Thursday / Jueves 19: 

19h00: portes / Puertas 

20h00: Election Miss & Mister Burlesque Montreal 

VENDREDI / Friday / Viernes 20: 

SAMEDI / Saturday / Sabado 21: 

19h00: portes / Puertas 

20h00: Spectacle Burlesque 

16+ 

19h00: Doors 

20h00: Spectacle Burlesque 

Billets: http://www.montrealburlesquefestival.ca/fr/billets/ 

http://mobtreal.com/event/montreal-burlesque-festival-2017/  

http://www.montrealburlesquefestival.ca/fr/billets/
http://mobtreal.com/event/montreal-burlesque-festival-2017/


 

Striptease et séduction au rendez-vous pour le 

Montreal Burlesque Festival 

Par Mylène Gagnon 

21 octobre 2017  

 

Pour une neuvième année consécutive, le festival burlesque de Montréal a fait son 

grand retour au Club Soda, les 19, 20 et 21 octobre dernier. 

DANS UNE AMBIANCE STYLE CABARET, OU LES 
TENUES DE SOIREE ETAIENT EXIGEES, STRIPTEASE 

ET SEDUCTION ETAIENT AU RENDEZ-VOUS! 

Si le burlesque n’a plus la notoriété d’autrefois, les organisateurs se sont donnés comme 
mandat de livrer un aperçu de ce qu’était le burlesque du temps de son âge d’or 

montréalais, entre 1930 et 1950. 

L’espace de trois jours, le public était donc invité à plonger dans cet univers de 
paillettes et d’éclat. 

http://lajournaliste.com/author/mylene/
http://lajournaliste.com/
https://i0.wp.com/lajournaliste.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/burlesque-2.jpg?fit=1200,550


 

Concours, spectacles et artistes internationaux 

Photo : Facebook Montreal Burlesque Festival 
 

La soirée de jeudi était consacrée à un concours, où une dizaine de participants 
présentait leur numéro sous le regard attentif des juges. Le gagnant et la gagnante se 

voyaient assurer une place au grand spectacle du samedi. 

Ont défilé tout au long de la soirée des hommes, mais surtout des femmes, avec robes, 
plumes, corsets, jarretières et strings. Les corps sont loin d’être homogènes et 

parfaits, ce que l’on salue. 

C’EST PLUTÔT UN STRIPTEASE QUI SE VEUT 
AGUICHANT, AMUSANT ET QUI VEUT FAIRE SOURIRE. 

Les vendredi et samedi, on présentait ensuite les fameux spectacles burlesques. 

À la trentaine d’artistes de renommée internationale venant des quatre coins du 

globe se sont joints les têtes d’affiche. Parmi celles-ci : Scarlett James, la fondatrice du 
festival, April March (qui a 82 ans!), Dirty Martini, Sukki Singapora, Angie Pontani et Missy 

Lisa. 



 

 

Divertissant… 

 
Jolie Lolita (photo instagram @franklam1) 

 
Le spectacle était un peu long, malheureusement. Plus de deux heures, avec entracte. 

Certaines performances finissent par se ressembler, mais d’autres sortent vraiment du lot. 

D’ailleurs, les gagnants méritaient amplement leur prix : plus qu’un striptease, ils 
ont offert un spectacle avec une histoire. 

 

 

 

http://lajournaliste.com/striptease-seduction-montreal-burlesque-festival/ 
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Un festival burlesque à la Moulin Rouge débarque à 
Montréal pendant 3 jours 

MJ Rocheleau · octobre 2017 

 

@Montreal Burlesque Festival 

 

Quoi faire à Montréal 

 

On a envie de sortir notre boa en plumes et de chanter Lady Marmalade même si notre voix a rien de 

celle de Christina Aguilera. 

À partir de ce jeudi, c'est le Festival Burlesque de Montréal au Club Soda. Le Tease and Cabaret 
sera à l'honneur et ça s'annonce chaud! 

 
@montrealburlesquefest 

https://www.narcity.com/author/mj-rocheleau
https://www.facebook.com/montrealburlesque/photos/a.393961393980599.87700.196933630350044/955567454486654/?type=3&theater
https://www.instagram.com/montrealburlesquefest


Christina, P!nk, Lil'Kim, Mya (peu importe ta préférée): grâce aux ateliers du samedi, tu pourras 
te mettre dans leur peau et apprendre deux trois trucs! 

Mais l'attrait principal demeure les spectacles burlesques. Une longue liste de danseurs de 
cabarets locaux et internationals performeront aux côtés des têtes d'affiche. 

  

  

Glam up! Les jeans, les souliers de course et les casquettes ne seront acceptés. Le site officiel de 
l'évènement nous encourage à nous mettre chic sous prétexte que, nous aussi, on fait partie du 
show. On va pas s'obstiner avec ça...  

https://www.narcity.com/ca/qc/montreal/things-to-do-in-mtl/un-festival-burlesque-a-la-moulin-rouge-debarque-a-montreal-pendant-3-jours 

 

https://www.narcity.com/ca/qc/montreal/things-to-do-in-mtl/un-festival-burlesque-a-la-moulin-rouge-debarque-a-montreal-pendant-3-jours


 

 

When April Comes Before March… 
dress to kil l ,  2017/10/08 

 

 

Fall may be here soon but a breeze of early spring is coming to Montreal: Burlesque Icon, April March! Forget 
about seasonal depression, she’s going to throw glitter all over it! 

by Nathalie René 

April March is the kind of lady I want to be when I finally get to be a lady (if ever!): classy, funny, witty, daring, and 

breathtakingly fabulous! I’ve known the woman for over a decade and it’s with great pride that I call her my dear friend. 

April March is a gem in the Burlesque world, having started her career in 1952, she’s one of the only true living Legends 

who worked in the Golden Era of Burlesque. Her biography, “Reflections of My Life,” just came out last year and she’s still 

very active performing across North America. She’s one of the Stars at the annual Burlesque Hall of Fame in Las Vegas, 

where we had the chance to talk. 

Alright April, first thing first, can you tell me how you got into Burlesque and you ended up with the name April 

March? Well, I was born and raised in Oklahoma City in 1935 on June 18th which makes me 32… 

32! (Laughs). 82! That’s wishful thinking! (Laughs).  So my parents divorced when I was 4 and my grandparents raised 

me.  At 15, I read an ad wanting a cigarette girl for a club called the Derby Club. I told them I was 21, and they didn’t 

check ID back then, so I got the job! My first night there, I found out they had Burlesque dancers, [and] I wanted to be a 

movie star (laughs), and I thought I would never do something like that. However, it was done very elegantly back then. 

One evening, I put my cigarette tray down and went to the ladies room. When I came back I bumped into this little short 

man, damn near knocked him over. He said, “Oh! When are you on?”, and I said, “Who me? I’m the cigarette girl!” He 

said, “You’re beautiful. You should be in show business.” I told him, and this is where my young age came out, “I’m going 

to be a movie star!” He laughed and said, “I can’t promise that but if you come to Dallas, I’ll put you in Burlesque,” and I 

said, “Oh no! I could never take my clothes off!” He laughed again and handed me his card, and it said Barney Weinstein. 

He owned the Theater Lounge, and his brother, Abe, owned the Colony Club. So I got to thinking, that would be the start 

of something – I’ll get in movies eventually, so I told my grandparents I was going to Dallas to tap dance. They believed 

it and reluctantly put me on a bus with lots of warnings. So off to Dallas I went! When Barney saw me, he said, “Well, well, 

Oklahoma, you’ve finally made it!” I started rehearsing and one afternoon Barney came running down and said, “I got it! 

Your new name! April March!”, and I said, “No, no, no. March comes before April,” and he said, “Not in your case. You 

look like a breath of spring and that name is gonna get you far!” It sounded awfully silly to me, but April March I became 

and April March I stayed! 

In the 60’s, you got to headline for Harold Minsky, one of the most famous Burlesque producers. Can you tell me 

about it? I got a call asking if I would like to come to NYC to audition for Harold Minsky’s show. I got there and in walked 

this distinguished looking man smoking a pipe, I love pipe smokers, there aren’t too many of those anymore… 

Well… Regular pipes (laughs) – I think they’re called bowls now! So anyway (laughs), it was Harold Minsky! He asked me 

what type of an act I did, and I said, “I have a stocking act. I have my costume here. I can go change,” and he said, 

“Nevermind Miss March, you’re hired!” What a glorious feeling – I always wanted to be in that position. I love the old 

Zielfeld Follies. So I went into the Minsky shows for 2 weeks and did very well. 

 

 

http://dresstokillmagazine.com/author/dtk-admin/


 

During your amazing career you got to work with the best: Lili St-Cyr, Blaze Starr, Ann Corio, Zorita,…  Lili St-Cyr 

was the queen of Montreal nightlife back then What was your experience working with her? I went to work at the 

Clover Club in Miami and in came Lili St-Cyr for a 2 weeks engagement and Lili St-Cyr in Burlesque. She was my idol. Her 

dressing room was off-limits to everybody. I think she was with her 8th husband at the time and one night, he overheard 

my white gloves were stolen. I guess he told Lili about it because she gave him a pair of her white gloves and told him 

to take them to me. I wore the gloves, took them home, washed them, ironed them, and returned them the following 

night. She told her husband to tell me to keep them and asked would I like to come in and have a cup of tea. So I did, 

[and] she was just a lovely, amazing person. I mean, she was just perfect, her features. She was such a beautiful woman. 

Now I want to ask you about something that I don’t think you brag enough about: the fact that you were in Jim 

Henson’s “Timepiece,” which was nominated for the Oscar for best short film in 1966. How did that happen? Being 

in Ann Corio’s “This Was Burlesque” opened a lot of opportunities. Jim Henson and his wife came to catch the show. They 

then contacted Ann Corio and said they were very impressed with me and that he was doing this short film – crazy movie 

– I don’t understand it today even! So I did it, [and] I got $100 to be in that film and, like I say, it’s only 9 minutes and it’s 

a crazy film but it won all these awards and is taught in every college in the world, but it’s such an odd movie. I’ve watched 

it over and over, [and] it doesn’t make sense to me! 

One thing that does make sense is that you’ve had quite the busy love life – you’ve been married 8 times including 

4 times by the age of 20… Yes, that’s true! (Laughs). 

 

   

 

You were also engaged to the famous singer Mel Tormé and briefly dated Joe DiMaggio, Marilyn Monroe’s famous 

ex-husband, what can you tell me about that? I met Joe while working in Washington D.C. I met him through one of 

his best friends, Peter Generis. Every time Joe was in town, he would see Pete. Anyway, Pete called me one afternoon and 

said “April, get up, how would you like to meet Joe DiMaggio?” So I got up and got dressed!  He sent a car to take me 

to a club. I walked in, saw Joe and oh my God! He looked exactly like what he did in the newsreel: very tall, very shy, very 

gentlemanly! We got to talking and became acquainted. He was in town to receive an award and needed a hostess. I was 

doing a show and didn’t know if my boss would let me off. He said, “Nevermind, I’ll call your boss!” (Laughs). My boss 

http://dresstokillmagazine.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/998406_669585333070584_486265463_n.jpg
http://dresstokillmagazine.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/1916682_115119278517195_8049761_n.jpg


said [to] go ahead! Oh my God, he was so handsome but that man never stopped loving Marilyn, that’s all he talked 

about. He said he would never go to an event that any of the Kennedy’s or Sinatra would attend; he blamed them for her 

death. So anyway, he told me to come by his hotel after my show to say goodbye, because he was leaving the next 

morning. He said he would leave the door open. So I went to his room and sure enough, he had left the door unlatched. 

I went in and he’s in bed, really sleepy. He’s like, “Oh April, I’m so glad you came. I want you to come and visit me in 

California. I’ve left you my San Francisco number and everything on the desk.” I told him I would. Then he had to get 

some sleep before his flight so I kissed him on the cheek and picked the contact info that my daughter later got rid 

of,  so… 

What?!? I had the paper with his number and everything on it and it was lost at one of my daughter’s high school parties! 

Oh no! So you never knew what could have happened? Yeah, it was so stupid! 

In 1978, with the business changing and Burlesque being replaced by more porn-influenced strip shows, you hung 

up your g-string and retired. In 2007, you were invited to the Burlesque Hall of Fame in Las Vegas and got back 

into performing. What do you enjoy most about being an 82 years old Burlesque performer? I guess I can’t get over 

the reception I get, it’s wonderful! And of course at the age I am, I love the adoration. It makes you feel young again! 

And I guess it’s kind of unexpected, I mean would you have thought 40 years ago when you retired that there 

you would be at 82 performing to a standing ovation? I know, it’s amazing. It’s like I’m so popular! (Laughs). This 

summer, I turned 82. I don’t feel it, well sometimes. I certainly feel it after this weekend at Burlesque Hall of Fame 

(laughs). I try to stay active. I haven’t been able to go to the gym – I’m doing a lot of lectures in colleges, bookstores, 

places like that, I travel a lot, I love Canada! I always try to project myself as a lady and get rid of that old stigma that 

women in Burlesque are nothing but sluts. I am an ecdysiast which means “one who disrobes.” 

Wow!  We should put that on t-shirts! Yeah! (Laughs).  

This October, the incredible April March is going to grace the stage of the Montreal Burlesque Festival. Come and see 

for yourself what 82 years of elegance and fierceness is all about. And if you’re not touched and inspired by this lady, 

maybe it’s time to ask yourself if you’re not dead inside! Just saying! 
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Montreal Burlesque Festival 2017 

Oc tobe r  1 8 ,  201 7  by  f l avou rand f la re   

The glamourous Montreal Burlesque Festival is back for its 9th edition with 3 evenings of divine entertainment by 
burlesque performers from Montreal and around the world. More than 40 stars will be performing and/or offering 
workshops. This year’s headliners are Dirty Martini, known for her over-the-top performances, Sukki Singpora, recipient 
of an Asian Women of Achievement Award & founder of Singapore Burlesque Society, Angie Pontani, multi-talent 
producer, choreographer & costume designer, Missy Lisa, ranked among the top 20 Burlesque Performers in the World 
by 21st Century Burlesque Magazine and Scarlett James, Montreal’s international burlesque superstar & founder of 
Montreal Burlesque Festival. April March, legendary burlesque pioneer whose career spanned over 30 years from 1952 
to the 80s, will share some anecdotes from her past during the 3 shows. She will also offer a rare performance and have 
a book signing. From the local scene, there will be The Lady Josephine, Audrey Ivory, Lily Monroe, Lou Lou la Duchesse 
de Rière, Foxy Lexxi and many more. 

Scarlett James started her career in 2007 and is a fixture in the burlesque world. She founded the festival in 2009 for 3 
reasons. First, Montreal is a city of festivals but there was no burlesque festival. Second, burlesque is a big part of 
Montreal history and heritage with Lili St-Cyr who was really famous. Third, there was no event where she could dress 
up glamourously other than foundation events where the tickets are costly. “Why not make an event like back in the days 
where people were dressing up to go out and go see a burlesque show, let’s do that again,” Scarlett says about the 
importance of reviving burlesque. 

 
Scarlett James at the Montreal Burlesque Festival Press conference at Bord’elle 

She is a big advocate that women are beautiful and the festival celebrates all women no matter your body type or age. 
“It’s nice to say it but I have the ability to show it and that’s what I’m doing with the festival,” she says. 

It was a long and arduous process to reeducate people about burlesque but Scarlett attained her goal at the start of the 
festival. “I brought an underground form of art to the general public,” she says. Today, she doesn’t need to explain what 
burlesque is anymore and people get dressed up for her shows. The venue The Wiggle Room has weekly burlesque 
shows while the school Arabesque Burlesque offers burlesque classes and workshops. 

http://www.flavourandflare.com/2017/10/18/montreal-burlesque-festival-2017/
http://www.flavourandflare.com/author/flavourandflare/
http://www.montrealburlesquefestival.ca/
https://scarlettjames.com/


 
Press conference at Bord’Elle with burlesque performers: Scarlett James, Lily Monroe, Audrey Ivory, Mimi Cherry, Tristan Ginger, The Lady Josephine & Jolie 

Lolita 

Personally, I’m a big fan of burlesque. I love the performances and the energy the burlesque performers have. I love 
seeing women from various backgrounds strutting their stuff on the stage while being classy as they undress. I’ve 
discovered the Montreal burlesque by following Lavender May for a school multimedia project and fell more in love with 
the world of burlesque. The only thing missing is taking burlesque classes but no worries, that’s on my list of things to 
do! Anyway, back to the festival. 

The Montreal Burlesque Festival is unique by offering a grand experience to the public where they can have champagne 
and be entertained by local and international performers with 3 different shows. 

During the Mr. and Miss Burlesque Montreal competition, performers will be giving it their all for the Lili St-Cyr Award. 
The panel of judges consist of the headliners April March, Dirty Martini, Sukki Singpora, Angie Pontani and  Missy Lisa. 
There will also be a Bollywood show celebrating Diwali since Indian culture is dear to Scarlett’s heart. 

Club Soda has been decorated cabaret-style and will host the 3 evenings: 

• Thursday October 19 
Show, including the Mr. and Miss Burlesque Montreal from 8 to 10 p.m. at Club Soda 
After show cocktails with book signing by April March from 11 p.m to 2 a.m. at Midway Tavern 
 

• Friday October 20 
Show from from 8 to 10 p.m. at Club Soda 
After show cocktails from 11 p.m to 2 a.m. at Wiggle Room 
 

• Saturday October 21 
Show from from 8 to 10 p.m. at Club Soda 
After-party with live performances by The Lady Josephine, May Hemmer, Aria Delanoche & more from 11 p.m to 2 
a.m. at 4e Mur 

 

 

 



 

Scarlett loves performing, as well as being an ambassador for art, glamour and women. “I work for it, it’s no luck but I 
feel privileged I live in an era where I can do burlesque,” she says. 

Scarlett highly recommends the workshops, which is open to the everyone, whether you’ve done burlesque or not. 
There are 4 workshops on Saturday October 21 at the Wiggle Room: 

• The Ultimate Guide to Knocking them Dead: Burlesque character and proper stage deportment by Dirty Martini from 
12:30 to 2 p.m. 
 

• ABC’s of Choreographies: Burlesque composition by Dirty Martini from 2 to 3 p.m. 
 

• Bootylates by Missy Lisa from 3 to 4 p.m. 
 

• Girl Power! Beginners Burlesque Workshop by Sukki Singapora from 4 to 5 p.m. 

For more information about the workshops and if you’re interested, you can learn more or purchase tickets on 
Arabesque Burlesque’s website. There are only spots left for Bootylates and Girl Power with a special promo at $45. 

There are 4 signature cocktails in partnership with White Keys Vodka, available at Midway Tavern during the opening 
night after show party. You can have Le Dirty Spritz, Sukki, Angie Negroni or Scarlettini, inspired by this year’s 
headliners. 

Don’t be afraid to dress up, the glamourous outfit you’ve been keeping in your wardrobe, pull it out from there. Glam 
up! 

You can buy your tickets for the evenings on Montreal Burlesque Festival’s website. 
*The VIP, V.VIP and Premium tickets for Saturday are already sold out. Visit the website to know the difference 
between the price range. 

Montreal Burlesque Festival 
October 19 to 21, 2017 

Tickets: 
Thursday October 19: Reg: $30 – Premium: $64 – VIP: $115 

Friday Oct. 20 & Saturday Oct. 21: Reg: $45 – VIP: $79 – Premium: $129 – V.VIP: $180 
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Montreal Burlesque Festival.  

The Montreal Burlesque Festival returns with three nights of shows hosted by local performer Scarlett James. 

The festival begins tonight with the Mister and Miss Burlesque Montreal pageant. Club Soda (1225 St-
Laurent), $30/$65/$115 Thursday, $45/$79/$129/$180 Friday/Saturday 
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