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 SUMMARY NOTES 

MPO Technical Advisory Committee 

February 22, 2021 @ 1:00 p.m. 

ZOOM Virtual Meeting 

PRESENT: 

Ben Hunt – KYTC, Chair  

Barry House – KYTC Planning 

Matthew Holder – KYTC Planning  

Wes Watt – KYTC D3 

Joe Plunk – KYTC D3 

Greg Meredith – BGPW 

Melissa Cansler – BGPW  

Jim DeCesare – Sr. Rep. Meredith 

Jennifer Tougas – WKU 

Andrew Stewart – KYTC D3 

John Dix – WC Water 

Josh Moore – WCPW 

Christian Howard – Chamber 

 

STAFF: 

Zack Jones 

Rachel Hurt 

Jessica Martin 

Ben Peterson 

Quentin Walker 

Monica Ramsey 

 

The MPO Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) was called to order by Chair, Mr. Ben Hunt.  

 

A.  APPROVAL OF SUMMARY NOTES 

Mr. Hunt asked if there were any additions or corrections to the summary notes from the January 25, 2021 TAC 

meeting.   
 

B.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment. 
 

C.  NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. Zack Jones introduced the first item of business – Final Participation Plan Amendments. He asked if there 

were any public or stakeholder comments. There was none mentioned. Mr. Ben Peterson stated the 

amendments were in the packet and one of the main amendments was the procedures for virtual meetings and 

added Appendix D with demographics of the underserved areas. Mr. Barry House stated MPOs are required to 

keep the Participation Plan up-to-date and it is usually done every 4 or 5 years. He stated multiple MPOs across 

the state amended their plan in order to include virtual meetings. The amendments were recommended to the 

Policy Committee with no changes.   

 

Mr. Zack Jones introduced the second item of business – the draft of the FY22 Unified Planning Work Program 

(UPWP). Mr. Ben Peterson stated this was reviewed in the previous meeting but they added in $4,000 (per Barry 

House) line item in the budget for bicycle and pedestrian safety advocacy as was discussed in the last meeting. 

Mr. Barry House stated they are a little ahead of the schedule with Karissa being out and stated there is a 

chance that the FHWA may have some comments during March and the final will need to be approved in the 

April meeting. The draft was recommended to the Policy Committee with no questions/opposition.  

 

Mr. Zack Jones introduced the third item of business – FY21 KYTC Safety Targets. Mr. Barry House stated this is 

an annual requirement for MPOs to either set their own targets or support the Cabinets targets. He stated 

every MPO in the state of Kentucky support the Cabinets targets except Louisville. No oppositions or questions 

were raised. Mr. Jones stated the Transit Safety Targets was collaborated with Go BG. Mr. House believes this 

was discussed at the January meeting and the Policy Committee will consider it tomorrow.  
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Mr. Zack Jones introduced the last item of business – 2022 SHIFT Prioritization Process. He stated the next 

phase of the SHIFT process will be ranking the projects for sponsorship, then the sponsor projects will be 

scored by KYTC, and then the MPO along with the KYTC District 3 will boost projects for inclusion into the State 

Highway Plan. He stated he would need the rankings back by March 10th. He shared the changes to the SHIFT 

formula. 

 

D.  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

There were no public concerns expressed.  

 

Project Updates: 

Mr. Ben Hunt stated he sent an email out concerning the corridor study and explained the purpose for the 

study. He explained how to proceed with giving input to the study. Mr. Joe Plunk expressed how proud they 

are of the snow fighters across the region including Matthew Holder and Wes Watt. He stated in March, there 

is a bridge replacement on HWY 1435 over the Gasper River and once the contractor starts work the roadway 

will be closed for sometime this summer. He discussed there are about a dozen intersections converted to the 

U-turn movements along Natcher Expressway south to Alvaton. Mrs. Melissa Cansler stated they are working 

hard to get Shive Lane Phase 3 finished. She discussed sidewalk work is happening all over and new sections of 

sidewalk with grant money as well as their annual sidewalk program. Mr. Greg Meredith stated Downtown 

Phase 2 is in the final design and they are working on their upcoming budget cycle. Mr. Christiaan Howard 

stated they have awarded the bid for Production Avenue in the Transpark. Mr. John Dix stated his focus is in 

the Transpark and thanked the City for heading up the Bond Issues. Mrs. Rachel Hurt stated the application 

volume is through the roof currently at the Planning Commission with one of the cases on March 4th will be the 

zone change for the intersection of Nashville Road and Highland.  Mr. Zack Jones discussed and gave updates 

on the Transit Study for Go BG and the I-65 Study. He gave an update on the BPAC discussions and actions.  

 

E. ADJOURNMENT 

It was announced that the next TAC meeting will be March 22, 2021.  


