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Like clockwork this time of year, I 
have found myself to be a little out-of-
sorts, a little down.  The funny thing 
is that this year, just like every year, I 
was struggling to put a finger on why?  
What is off? What is bothering me…
and it really came as a surprise, that 
once again this year, it’s because the 
sailing season is coming to an end!  
Why do I not see this coming?  To make 
matters worse, as I sit here writing this, 
I just got a text from one of the many 
sets of eyes around town, Ken Hecht, 
with a picture of Better Together on the 
hard.  Woe is me!

Woe is me?  Let’s get a grip here!  The 
recent devastating news and photos 
from Texas, the Caribbean Islands, 
Florida and other southerly locales 
serve as a stark reminder of just how 
fortunate we are and what is truly im-
portant in life.  Everyone I spoke with 
was so concerned for those poor people 
battered by Hurricanes Harvey, Irma 
and right on her heals, Jose.  Photos 
of those beautiful and exotic locations 
many of us have had the opportunity to 
visit, now a pile of rubble and stripped 
of vegetation.  As sailors, who among 
us did not grimace at the images of 
those piles of sail boats?  Our hearts 
and prayers pour out for all who have 
suffered this disaster.

I have just returned from paying final 
respects to one of our members, Jean 
Wolschlager.  It was nice to see many 
members of MCYC, the GHCYBC, and 
the Sea Scouts there as well.  Jean’s 
great smile, energy and enthusiasm will 
be sorely missed.  Appropriately, her 
Catalina 28 sailboat, MiGinie will carry 
on in her name bringing joy and love of 
the water to others as she donated it to 
one of her passions, the Sea Scouts.

Recent events serve as a reminder of 
what is important in life…health, fam-

ily and friendship being at the top of 
that list.  There are some great opportu-
nities to enjoy and foster those friend-
ships with the full calendar of events as 
we approach the end of the year.  Vice 
Commodore, Lee Stern has everything 
in order so come join the fun!

First up, and likely a foggy memory by 
the time you read this, is the Decom-
missioning Cocktail Party.  Cocktails, 
appetizers, music and friends at the 
beautiful Ketewomoke Yacht Club, this 
is always an MCYC favorite.  Thanks 
to Brett and Naomi Sandgren for once 
again sponsoring this event at their 
beautiful club.

Next up, is our Annual Membership 
Meeting on November 4th at 9:30 AM 
being held at the Harbor Boating Club 
where we are sponsored year after year 
by members Bill and Chris Habermaas.  
Thank you.  This is an important meet-
ing where we’ll have an opportunity 
to hear about the accomplishments of 
the past year and to vote on your 2018 
Board of Directors.  A quorum is re-
quired so please make every effort to 
attend.  Refreshments will be served

Last, but certainly not least is our pre-
mier land event, The Change of Watch 
Dinner being held at the Northport 
Yacht Club on Saturday evening, De-
cember 16th.  This is a little later than 
usual, so mark your calendar.  It’s a 
wonderful, well attended event.  It’s 
your opportunity to welcome the new 
board of directors, see awards present-
ed to your friends and if you’re lucky 
dodge the dreaded Bent Anchor award 
so wonderfully presented by that dap-
per Dan Martin!  You know you’re 
coming, so please get those RSVP’s re-
turned right away!  I can’t wait to see 
you all!

Ahoy! - Dave
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RACING

The Masthead Ladies Day Race event was 
extremely fun and challenging.  I talked my 
Knitwitz girlfriends into participating, sailing 
past member Ellen DaSilva’s boat Quick Silva, 

an Allied 25. Quick Silva has a PHRF rating of 290—how 
could we not win with this boat.  On board besides me and 
Ellen were Gretchen Hontoria, Linda Santorello, Valerie 
Link and Dian Rhode.  We were oh so proud of our pink 
shirts.   Ellen’s boat is in the mooring field near Sand City 
so the first order of business was to row out six women 
with foulies and our supplies for the day.  Very important 
that we got our food and beverages stowed.

All aboard!  Uh-oh!  It was soon discovered that we had 
too much weight in the cockpit… water was pouring in 
through the scuppers.  Water is supposed to EXIT through 
the scuppers.  So. weight distribution was going to be key 
to sailing this boat.  That said, and without hurting the 
fragile egos of five other women, I positioned weight as 
appropriate, took the helm, started our outboard, and cast 
off into the calm waters of Huntington Harbor.  We found 
our Committee Boat near Bell 8 and raised sail.  Gretchen 
applied pressure on the downhaul… the line broke!  Ellen 
quickly found new line and a couple of bowlines later we 
had a downhaul.  This is the first time I’ve been on Ellen’s 
boat so the crew needed to try a couple of tacks and jibes 
and simple maneuvers to get the kinks out and find our 
sea legs.  I also called for Gretchen to open a couple of 
beers for us.  In light wind conditions this is perfectly 
acceptable behavior.  For that matter, even in heavy air 
beer is recommended as it gets the juices flowing.

The Race Committee consisting of George Link and Rich 
Correll (wow, I had two guys that could not possibly call 
us over the line early) started the race in light winds.  I 

believe we had 5 or 6 boats on the start line.  I wanted 
to be aggressive, get clean air and drift towards our first 
mark, the Bell in front of Northport harbor entrance.  On 
our way to the first mark, a late comer to the start line, 
McSorley, motored up and parked himself between me and 
the wind.  We lodged our complaint and opened another 
round of beers.  What wind we had was all over the place 
but we were able to stay with the fleet of bigger boats 
using Gretchen as the human whisker pole.  It seemed like 
hours went by but we eventually rounded the first mark and 
headed to a can off the entrance to Lloyd Harbor.

Rains ensued but we were still making forward progress 
and I didn’t want to let go of the helm, main sheet and 
jib to put foul weather gear on.  We all got soaked.  I was 
getting a lot of encouragement from the crew as it seemed 
that many of the front runners were parked on the beach 
and I was making headway to the finish.  I saw that Heidi 
on Pirate Bey was anchored (wise decision) and asked 
where our anchor was.  I did not want to lose ground to 
them.  The other competitors dropped out one by one as 
the rain, fog and lack of wind canceled our progress and 
it wasn’t long after that the RC announced that this was a 
non-event.  No race.  However, a moral victory for Pirate 
Bey and Quick Silva as we stuck it out to the end.  

When the fog lifted, we made a dash as it were to our 
mooring field to celebrate our successful first outing as 
the intrepid Knitwitz.  Needless to say, after eating a 
wonderful spread prepared for us by Ellen and drinking 
all that was left of the beers and wine, I rowed six heavier 
women to shore in a two man dink.  It was quite a 
memorable outing. 

by: Ginger Bourguignon  Loki III

Ladies Day Race 2017
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NEW
!

Restore Your Investment
Canvas Remake Program

The Canvas Store
Specializing in Sailboat Dodgers, 

Biminis and Winter Covers

11 Mill Dam Rd. • Huntington, NY 11743
Phone: 631-549-0970    Fax: 631-549-0977

www.TheCanvasStore.com Email: Info@TheCanvasStore.com

We use superior materials, • 
Sunbrella Marine Canvas
Upgrade to Best Materials • 
and Plastics
Add window or change • 
window size
Change fabric color and • 
add accent trim to brighten 
your look
35 Years Experience• 
Easy-to-Reinstall Took Kit • 
and Fasteners included

The Canvas Store offers a new program to beautify your boat.
Send us your tired, worn-out canvas and we will remake it to restore your boat 
to its original glory. We can remake your dodger, bimini, sail cover and any other 
canvas on the boat, all for a fraction of the cost of a total re-pattern and redesign.

CanvasStore-2-101100.indd   1 9/24/10   4:41:42 PM

Our proven sales success
rate and local market knowledge 
are what makes us the right choice

We have listed/sold 20+ homes in 2016

Make the
right move

The Dara Team 
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
Real Estate Sales Persons
Office: 631·673·6800
Ginger: 516·238·8629
Paul: 631·417·6982 

dara add.indd   1 3/14/17   9:58 AM



Masthead Cove Yacht Club  5

On
    The
         WATER

Sailing Terminology can be confusing enough, but 
as we all know, it has its place and purpose, par-
ticularly when communicating with others.  For 
example, in a critical situation, would you simply 

shout out to your crew “Pull that rope in!”?  No telling 
what the result might be!

The same holds true when communicating with other 
vessels or sailors as is often the case on one of our many 
wonderful club cruises.  Specific and accurate commu-
nications are important and at times critical so as good 
sailors it is important we understand some subtleties and 
eliminate any confusion or ambiguity in the information 
we convey.

BOAT SPEED

Again, in this area there are ample opportunities for con-
fusion and misinformation.  The most common and read-
ily available speed is Boat Speed.  This is the speed of the 
boat through the water and is most often read via your 
vessels knot meter.  This knot meter is usually a paddle 
wheel under your hull that counts the rotation of the 
wheel as the water rushes by it.  For cruising sailboats 
like most of ours, it is this boat speed through the water 
that limits how fast we can go, often referred to as the 
theoretical maximum hull speed.  This speed, while a fac-
tor, does not alone determine how fast we will get to our 
destination.

Today’s electronics coupled with a GPS can again pro-
vide us with some very useful information.  Speed Over 
Ground or SOG is just that and is the combination of our 
boat speed and the effects of current.  It can be very ex-
citing to see SOGs of 12 knots as our sailboats race along 
with the current.  Have you been on the NYC Cruise yet 
and raced down the East River?  It’s quite an experience.  
However, this is not the end.  While SOG is important it is 
not the final word as you racers and cruisers should know.  
While racing along with the current can be exciting, if 
you’re headed in the wrong direction from your destina-
tion it doesn’t do much good.

So, if getting to your destination is most important, 
like the next mark for a race, or your next way point 
for a cruise, the most important is Velocity Made Good 
or VMG.  This is the component of speed your vessel is 
doing directly toward your destination.  This is vitally 
important when tacking towards your destination par-
ticularly where it is directly upwind or even down wind.  
In this case, turning off the direct course, or rhumb line, 

and increasing boat speed, can actually provide for a better 
ride and an improved VMG, getting you to your destina-
tion sooner!  While VMG is in fact most useful, few but 
racers commonly speak in this term.

WIND SPEED

Fellow boaters are often calling others in the fleet to bet-
ter understand the wind they will encounter.  What they 
are looking for is the actual or True wind speed and di-
rection.  Again, sounds obvious, right?  Yet, I often hear 
boaters responding with Apparent wind speeds.  This is 
not very much help and in fact can be very misleading.  
The wind indicators on most of our boats are capable of 
reading both True Wind and Apparent Wind.  While on 
your vessel apparent wind is vitally important as it is the 
wind your boat, sails and crew are experiencing.  Howev-
er, it is entirely dependent on your direction, point of sail 
and speed.  If your wind speed indicator is not interfaced 
with your knot meter or GPS your wind instrument can 
only provide apparent wind information.  So, if some asks 
what is the wind and I respond 16 knots (apparent wind 
that my boat is seeing) but in reality, it is 10 knots true 
wind, I’ve given them bad information on which to make 
decisions.  In short, within my boat, Apparent Wind is im-
portant to me for making course adjustments, trimming 
sails or even reefing.  To other boats, only True Wind is 
important because it is independent of my vessel’s point 
of sail, direction or speed.

CONCLUSION

I’ve tried to keep this at a fairly high level and hope you 
find it useful.  As you know, I am after all a happy and 
willing participant in the Geek Squad.  If you glazed over 
during my ramblings, I apologize.  Most important is that 
we communicate clearly with our fellow boaters.  Here 
in short, are my recommendations when communicating 
with others:

BOAT SPEED – Provide Boat Speed (through the wa-
ter) or Speed Over Ground depending on the situation, 
clearly stating which it is.

WIND SPEED – Provide True Wind Speed and Direc-
tion, not apparent wind speed.

Next issue, I’ll go on to talk about two other very im-
portant elements we need to communicate accurately, 
DEPTH and DIRECTION.

Sailing Terminology and Communicating with Others

Part 1:

by: Dave Cordts,  Better Together
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Safety
at

SEA
by Ellen DaSilva

Public Education Staff Officer
US Coast Guard Auxiliary

This year the US Coast Guard and the US Coast Guard Auxiliary are emphasizing the importance of boater 
safety for paddlers.  This includes kayaks, stand up paddle boards and canoes due to an increase in boat-
ing fatalities on these crafts last year. Already this year, we have had 2 fatalities on kayaks in our area of 

operations, from Oyster Bay to Port Jefferson.

As I sit on Prices Bend beach watching kayaker launches, I would estimate 50 percent do not have life jackets 
and 25 per cent are not wearing them. The Coast Guard will stop paddlers and terminate their activity if they 
do not have the proper safety equipment. So what is required? All paddlers are required to have a life jacket, a 
whistle and a light. Not much of an expense to save a life. 

The Coast Guard Auxiliary will provide reflector stickers for the paddles.  These stickers catch the sunlight as 
the paddles are used so that this will increase the visibility of the kayaker, Also, as part of our free vessel safety 
checks, we will provide a whistle so that the paddler can attract attention and get help should they need it. 

So, let’s prevent any more fatalities by having the proper safety equipment and wearing life jackets on all paddle craft.

 

Paddle Craft Required Safety Equipment  
Let’s be Safe Out There!

Corner

Thinking of you.

Judy Ambrosius - Get well soon! 

Gene and Nancy Kinney - We are so sorry for the loss of Gene’s uncle.

Anne Coneys - Get well soon! 

Ginger and Paul Dara - We are so sorry for the loss of Ginger’s mother, Lillian Rausch.



Memorial Day

Memorial Day

Memorial Day

Memorial Day

2017

A Day In the Sun

The Masthead Race

Ladies Day Race



Summer Cruise

Summer Fun



10  October 2017

Sail far, sail fast

Huntington
631-421-7245

Chris Buncke  
chrisb@sales.northsails.com

Tom Castiglione  
tomc@sales.northsails.com

www.northsails.com

Whether you’re sailing across the Bay or across an 

ocean, superior North Sails design, construction, sail 

fabrics and shapeholding deliver performance you can

 feel and quality you can trust. It’s the fastest way

   to take your cruising to a higher level. 

*Restrictions may 
apply. Contact 
your North Sails 

representative  
for details. 

FREE!

(631) 427-3444

Full Service Marina 
Winter Storage (Wet/Dry)

Swimming Pool
Transients Welcome

24 Hour Security
Ship’s Store

Summer Slips Available

LIZ & PETER

Providing quality physical therapy 
services to our community 

for more than 10 years.

• Orthopedic/ Sports injuries
• Post- Operative Rehab
• Acute & Chronic Pain
• General Conditioning
• No-Fault
• Workman’s Compensation

• Neck/Back Pain
• Arthritis Pain
• Pre-Season Orthopedic

Screenings
• Neurological Disorders
• Health & Wellness Education

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

Elizabeth A. Perlstein, DPT          Peter Yeager, MSPT
164 East Main Street, Huntington

631-470-9515 • dynamicsportspt@aol.com
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by George Link  Escape Plan 

by Karen Gatto, Grace Sea

RACING
The Masthead Race

I would like to thank the captains and crews of all the 
boats that came out and participated in this year’s 
Masthead race.  You help make it a great event, and I 
look forward to seeing you all next year.

The weather made this an interesting year. We had nice 
conditions predicted, and the conditions seemed to 
match, up until the course was selected and posted. At 
which point the wind decided to do its own thing, and all 
but disappear. Before the horn to start the first division, 
a postponement was issued to alter the course to better 
reflect the current wind conditions. The selected course 
was D (Nun 2), B (Nun 6), C (Nun 4), B, with the start at 
being at B.

The postponement resulted with the start of the first di-
vision at 11:08. The other two divisions followed in suc-
cession at 11:13, and 11:18. At this point the wind was 
very light, which made it a difficult to time, as well as 
a slow start. Almost half the fleet was over early at the 
start, and then cleared to race.

The wind gained a little, a little while after the start. 
Varying strategies were used. Some went straight to the 
first mark, while others headed towards Lloyd Neck  be-
fore cutting to the mark.  The wind varied for the rest of 
the course, however, and never seemed to match what 
was predicted.  The course was shortened, with the new 
finish being C.

The first boat crossed the 
finish at 12:50:03 ( Day-
tripper ) and the last boat 
crossed at 2:06:57 (Serendipity). The division placements 
are as follows:

Division 1: Rascal, Veronica, Daytripper

Division 2: Mariah, Avanzare, Brilliant

Division 3. Rift, Pirate Bey ,Coyote

      Escapade, Serendipity, Shooting Star

It was a fun day, followed by a fun after party. I would 
like to take the time to thank the crew on the committee 
boat.  Kevin and Ann Coneys, who bring a level of pro-
fessionalism and expertise that I wouldn’t achieve with-
out them, as well as the gracious use of their beautiful 
new boat (Perseverance) for the committee boat. I would 
also like to thank Valerie Link, who was a last second (on 
the dock as the boat was casting off) add on, and was a 
great help with the record keeping. 

Thanks for a great day!

Once again, we attended the annual Race Party at Wyncote Yacht Club. It is the kind of event when members 
come together and celebrate in a big way. We celebrate race winners, raffle winners, auction winners, and 
giving back to each other and our community. 

We have come to look forward to this day; it is such a “feel good” event. Every year, our members work to-
gether (something we are really good at) and devote energy to raising funds for the Cold Spring Harbor Laboratories.   
Some of us help with the significant tasks related to organizing the event behind the scenes, a team arrives for the 
actual event set up, other focus on food (thank you Deli 51) and drink arrangements, race organization, donation 
solicitation, and more.  The volume of laughter, conversation and good cheer grows as the party unfolds and that is 
because the group is lively and the energy level is high. Even clean- up is a well- coordinated group effort!

This year David L. Spector, director of research and a professor at the Cold Spring Harbor Lab, described the research 
underway at the labs and expressed genuine gratitude to our group for our fund raising for cancer research. We were 
proud to be a small part of this effort. 

When we were considering joining MCYC club a few years ago, we were looking for friendship, people with a passion 
for sailing, new experiences, and the opportunity to do some good things for others. We got that and much, much, 
more!  

Way to go MCYC members!!!

It Takes a Village
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Shipman 80 Bambochip
J&J Design
“We had a great sail with the Code 5 all the way to the Canary Islands. 
Really stable and so easy to work with.”  Captain Pierre Bausette.    

 

POWERED BY DOYLE  

DESIGN
INNOVATION 
STYLE 

1345 New York Ave, Ste. 2 Hunti ngton Stati on, NY 11746     Loft - 631-673-5055     Email - mail@doylesailsli.com     Web - doylesails.com/longisland

Mark Washeim
Jamie Ebenau

Dean Johns
Nick Nilsen

Mark Washeim
Dean Johns
Nick Nilsen
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DO
it

YOURSELF

When we took possession 
of Lion two and a half 
years ago we had a lot 
to learn about our new-

to-us boat. One of the curious items 
we discovered was a coiled 10’ long 
hose located under the cabin sole just 
forward of the companionway stairs. 
The hose was attached on one end to 
a Y-valve (no, not THAT y-valve... a 
different one). The other end was just 
loosely coiled under the floorboards.

Tracing the other hoses coming off 
the y-valve led us to a sink thru-hull 
and the shower sump. Eureka! The 
boat was hosed so that I can use the 
10’ hose and shower sump pump to 
suck water from nearly anywhere. 

Well, our under-counter fridge 

doesn’t have a drain at the bottom....
perfect for this little 10’ long Sucker. 
Any extraneous bilge water or A/C 

condensation is easily sucked up and 
pushed out the sink drain thru-hull 
as well.  And, this year (assuming I 
remember) I will use it to suck the 
water heater empty when I winterize 
the fresh water systems, rather than 

l e t -
t i n g 
it all 
spill into the bilge. Yes, it took three 
seasons to realize the 10’ hose will 
reach the water heater. Apparently, 
great ideas like this Sucker take time 
for me to realize the advantages.

I give all the credit to the PO of Lion 
for this feature. All it takes is a sepa-
rate water pump. Lion has one for the 
shower basins. And the Y-valve and 
length of flexible hose. Note, many 
showers use bilge pumps to empty 
their sumps. So this may not work 
without installing a separate pump 
and switch.

So, if you hear me saying “this Sucks” 
... I mean it in a good way.

Our Boat Really Sucks
by Ken Hecht, Lion

by Gary Matthesen, Holiday

It’s always good to have a decent set of basic tools 
on a boat. A small event can quickly become a ma-
jor difficulty in your sailing day, if you are unable 
to cope with a basic repair. Such an example would 

be a diesel that won’t turn over, perhaps because of a 
broken wire due to corrosion on the ignition switch. As a 
teenager, with cars that were not necessarily in the best 
mechanical condition, shorting out the starter solenoid 
with a screwdriver would crank the starter past either a dead 
spot or a faulty switch. I had to do this once when I fried my 
wiring harness on my boat, but that’s another story…

 So a new tool that might make a good addition to a small 
and versatile toolbox you already own,.. it’s your cell phone!

 This all started with a discussion with Peyton regarding 
refrigerator compressors and which coolant you should 
recharge with. He suggested I look for model numbers 
and any information that may be on the unit. Now an 
oversized “dentist” mirror that I had was not much good 
for reading anything in reverse on the back side of the 
compressor, but it seemed I could reach my phone back 
there and take some pictures!! This worked out good, but 
I didn’t find any useful printed information. The good 
news, though, I saw the early signs of rusting on the back 
of the compressor. Rustoleum Spray made quick work of 
the rust problem.  So we’re now good for another couple 

years without expensive repairs.

You could also prop your phone in front of the engine 
in order to see what’s happening when you turn the key. 
Often when working on your boat it seems you’re always 
alone and could benefit from a second person to briefly 
crank the engine as you look to see if it is turning ag-
gressively, or what direction in order to reinstall your 
impeller in the spring. [Thanks to technology, you could] 
Set your phone on video and give the starter a crank on 
your own.

[Recently] I came across a camera system on the end of 
a probe that will wifi its images to the screen of your cell 
phone. It doesn’t require its own screen. It keeps the cost 
under control and provides a good quality image. 

After reading the Habermass’s story of cracks seen down 
in the lockers, I decided to share with others the camera 
system, rather than send one’s spouse into the deep cav-
erns of your boat.

The Wifi camera is available at Amazon as Wireless En-
doscope Depstech Camera for $38.49  (don’t go there…).

Great!!  Now instead of posting beautiful sunset pictures, 
we can have views of structural cracks and oil leaks!  

A Cool New Tool For Your Boat
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Dodgers 
Bimini Tops 
Enclosures 
Sailcovers 

Interior and Exterior Cushions 
Stainless Steel Frames 
Stainless Steel Welding 

Canvas Repairs 
Winter Covers 

Custom Fit for a Proper Fit 
 
 

 

My Bimini and frame had disappeared 
and Dodger was in tatters.  It was time for new 

ones. Second generation canvas guy, Dave 
Mcsorley of Huntington fixed me up on a 

budget, on time and for a good price. 
                                               Jeb 

Catalina 30 installed January 2016 
 
 

McSorley Custom Yacht 
Canvas  

293 West Shore Road 
Huntington, NY 11743 

516-729-0466 
mcsorleyyachtcanvas@yahoo.com 

 
 For All Your Boating and Back Yard Canvas Needs 
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Mcsorley of Huntington fixed me up on a 
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                                               Jeb 

Catalina 30 installed January 2016 
 
 

McSorley Custom Yacht 
Canvas  

293 West Shore Road 
Huntington, NY 11743 

516-729-0466 
mcsorleyyachtcanvas@yahoo.com 

 
 For All Your Boating and Back Yard Canvas Needs 

 

•  A full line of Maptech Charts, Chart Kits and 
   Embassy Guides. 
•  Marine Batteries. 
•  Rope. 
•  Anchors. 
•  Complete Marine Hardware. 
•  All Orion Safety Products. 
•  Full line of American Hot Dipped Galv. Chain &
   Hardware. 
•  Epifanes Varnish. 
•  B & S Zincs. 
•  And So Much More...... 

Our prices are competitive with any  
marine supply store on Long Island!

All major credit cards accepted.

COMPASS ROSE MARINE
DISCOUNT MARINE SUPPLY HEADQUARTERS

OPEN ALL YEAR

15 Mill Dam Road
Huntington, NY 11743

Visit our website    631-673-4144
www.compassrosemarineny.com
email us: mikes@compassrosemarineny.com

10% Discount for MCYC Members

At Compass Rose Marine, We Offer:
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On
    The
         WATER

The Thrill of Boat Ownership

I discovered my passion for sailing at an early age 
on a Sailfish at my grandmother’s cottage on Lake 
Erie and racing a Firefly with my Dad on Hoover 
Reservoir. At retirement, my Dad bought a 36 foot 

Nonsuch and kept it in Florida as a winter residence 
that could be taken on exciting adventures to the Keys 
and the Bahamas. I joined him on several of these 
excursions and loved it, planting a seed that I might 
eventually follow in his footsteps. He eventually expe-
rienced the boating folk lore about the “two happiest 
moments in a boat owner’s life…” when expenses and 
botched repairs by an acquaintance turned his boat 
into an albatross that he eventually unloaded with a 
big loss of money. 

I continued to sail small boats but had neither the 
time nor money until, like my father, my kids were out 
of college and mostly on their 
own. A friend and colleague at 
work, had a 30 foot Pearson and 
wanted help with the mainte-
nance and costs in exchange 
for use. I leapt at the opportu-
nity and informed my Dad that 
I had happened upon the ideal 
situation- having the use of a 
friend’s boat.  

Two years later, the boat be-
coming a burden, my friend of-
fered to sell it to me. My Dad, 
remembering only the pain, 
strongly urged against, but I ignored him and leapt 
at the chance. We arranged to keep the boat moored 
at City Island for what remained of the sailing sea-
son. Rene and I took our first three day cruise to Cold 
Spring Harbor and Lloyd Neck Harbor and returned to 
City Island feeling the joy of ownership and prospects 
of future trips. 

Unfortunately a freak storm cut through my mooring 
bridles and several other boats at City Island and cre-
ated a gash where the deck meets the hull. My call to 
my Dad for advice elicited a , “I told you so!” so deter-
mined to prove him wrong, I motored the boat to Hun-
tington and had Coney’s put it in my drive way to see if 
it could be fixed or scuttled. My first real introduction 

to what does BOAT stand for--- Break out another….. “ 

I have a musician, clammer friend who knew someone 
who did fiber glass boat repair who took a look and 
drunkenly proclaimed that he could fix it. Fortunately 
for me, Kevin Coneys called and said that a custom-
er had a Pearson 30 on a mooring and longed for that 
second happiest day. I met the guy. Moved by my sto-
ry of loss and desperate to unload his boat, he gave it 
to me(I had paid $5,000 for my first Pearson). Now I 
had two boats(you can imagine my Dad’s reaction) and 
rented a dumpster and proceeded with the help of my 
youngest son(sometimes a “failure to launch” comes 
in handy) to cut it up, keeping the parts. BTW, any-
one need a Pearson 30 mast and furling that still 
sits in our backyard, much to my wife’s growing 
displeasure? 

The only positive experience 
from this salvage operation 
was freeing the lead keel from 
the fiberglass, hauling it onto a 
flatbed truck and watching 15 
Ben Franklin’s being counted 
out into my hand at a Bay Shore 
recycling center. 

As we were cutting up the boat, 
to increase the drama and con-
firm my Dad’s “I told you so” 
Hurricane Sandy hit with my 2nd 
Pearson still in the water. You 

can imagine the anxiety over having a second boat to 
salvage. As a believer, I was even beginning to feel that 
my “heavenly Father” was in league with my earthly 
father, confirming the folly of boat ownership.  I didn’t 
sleep at all that night, pondering the big questions of 
free will, fate, and MONEY; got up at the first light; 
drove down West Shore Rd… my boat was happily bob-
bing around; my prayers were answered.

We had two good years with that Pearson and even 
better times since buying Dan and Jackie’s 36 foot 
Catalina. Like anything that is worth having, you have 
to go through tests of faith.

by Herb Lape,  Gitchi Gumbo 



Catalina ● Jeanneau ● Used Boats 

    32 New York Avenue, Huntington NY 11743 

         631-421-3366 ● www.coneys.com 

Catalina 385 

Jeanneau Sun Odyssey 349 

New & Used Boats on Display in Huntington, NY 

Visit our Website 

www.coneys.com 

Coneys Marine is a Full 
Service Marine Facility 

● World Class Yacht Brokers 

● Winter Storage 

● Summer Storage 

● Moorings & Tender Service 

● Marine Hardware Store 

● Expert Service & Repairs 

● Marine Insurance 

● Achilles, Laser & Sunfish 

● Financing 

● Raymarine Electronics 


