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And when that happens, regardless of what really is happening, a sailor’s thoughts turn to cruising.  And it was ever 
so at the Bergsten home in Cold Spring Harbor on January 22.  Liz and Bob opened their home to a rowdy (but fun) 
gang of 32   MCYC Cruisers anxious to talk about sailing, cruising and faraway ports of call.  Fleet Cruise Captain, 
Harvey Stern, came prepared with handouts filled with suggestions for this year’s short and long cruises.

Peyton agreed to be Port Captain again for the Memorial Day cruise to Saugatuck Harbor Yacht Club.  Gene and Nan Kin-
ney agreed again to be Port Captains for the NY City Cruise June 23-25 whether they have a boat or not.  The land cruise 
portion of the NY City Cruise will be to Port Washington with a Cruise dinner at Louie’s Oyster Bar and Grille Friday Night 
at 6:00pm.  The room holds 30 so sign up early.  Check your emails for announcements, themes, tides, and itineraries.  The 
planning has begun!!  There will be more discussion and signup sheets at the March 26th Spring Brunch.

Spring is in the air...
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Welcome one and all to 2017, the Masthead Cove Yacht Club’s 42nd 
Year.  I’m sensing a good year ahead!  Your board of directors have 
already had their first meeting of the year and the experience, en-
ergy and enthusiasm of this great team was clearly evident.  They 

are hard at work putting together a terrific year for you.  Your Vice Commodore 
Lee Stern is a dynamo to behold with the year’s event calendar firmly locked 
into place.  The Annual New Members Spring Brunch is traditionally the first big 
event of the year but stay tuned as a Captain Ron Movie night is in the works to 
help shake the winter doldrums.  Past Commodore Jackie Martin has firmed up 
the date for Spring Boat Yard Barbeque.  Rear Commodore Brad Simon, not to be 
slowed down by his recent knee surgery, is making all the arrangements to get 
the club moorings in place and the Ship’s Store open.  Shirley Nel has stepped in 
to position of Treasurer and is all ready to write her first checks for 2017.  Mona 
Hecht, does a great job of capturing all we do in her meeting minutes and will 
graciously host our February Board Meeting.  Tom Conneely, always one to lend a 
hand has stepped up to fill the role of Advertising Chair and has already captured 
a new sponsor. Can you tell me who it is? Thank you, Tom.  George Link and Har-
vey Stern are already planning the club’s racing and cruising activities with the 
Masthead Race and After Party locked in, and a wonderful first cruise planning 
meeting under our belt.  I hear that by popular demand we might all be enjoying 
those delicious Mudslides from The Oar this July!  All this, and it’s only February!

You know, even this time of year, Barbara and I often stop and think about how 
lucky we are to have made such great friends and to have moved into such a won-
derful area.  It’s the little things that some of us may start to take for granted that 
really hit home.  I love, for example, that we live in an area where the local real 
estate company comes around and puts a tide table in our mailbox.  I love that as 
we hit the sack after a long day and things quiet down, we can hear the Hunting-
ton Lighthouse fog horn in the distance.  I love that we can walk down the hill 
on New Year’s day and see some of our crazy neighbors and club members taking 
the polar plunge.  I love that Sunday morning breakfast at TK’s Galley turns into 
a social outing!  I love that some helpful advice or that extra set of hands is just 
a phone call away.  I love that a five hour Saturday down at the boat yard to get 
some work done is one hour of work and four hours talking about sanding bot-
toms, pulling cutlass bearings, bottom paint or solar panels…but shhh, don’t tell 
Barb.  I love that our members enjoy being together, summer or winter.  I love 
that within a couple of minutes we can look out across the water, feel the breeze 
on our face and imagine a peaceful sail on a warm summer day.  Most important-
ly, I love that you, my friends of Masthead Cove Yacht Club have introduced us to 
a life we only dreamed of just a few short years ago.  Thank you, and think warm 
thoughts.  The days are getting longer!

Ahoy! - Dave
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Meet the New
Coast Guard Station Commander

by Gene Kinney, Kin-Ship

Senior Chief Anthony Martinez has a commanding view of Long Island Sound from his new office at US 
Coast Guard Station Eatons Neck.  The Senior Chief became the OIC -Officer in Command- of the Station 
on June 2, 2016.   An experienced 17 year veteran, this is his first command post.  His previous assignment 
was on the Marine Security Response Team.  The MSRT is a highly specialized resource with advanced 

counterterrorism skills and tactics.   The MSRT is trained to be a first responder to potential terrorist situations; 
deny terrorist acts; perform security actions against non-compliant actors; perform tactical facility entry and 
enforcement; participate in port level counterterrorism exercises; and educate other forces on Coast Guard 
counterterrorism procedures.  It’s the Special Ops arm of the Coast Guard.   Senior Chief was stationed out of 
Chesapeake Bay.  They were tasked with patrolling and protecting all of the lands surrounding the Bay from the 
Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel up to and including the Chesapeake and Delaware canal.  This is an extremely 
target rich area (the largest Naval Station in the U.S, the White House, the Pentagon, US Naval Academy, etc.) 
and the MSRT was constantly on high alert.  “Station Eatons Neck is quite a different change of pace from the 
MSRT and presents many different sorts of challenges.”

Although he was given the option of living on station with a million dollar view of Long Island Sound, Senior 
Chief says “after 4 moves in 4 years, it was time for us to put down roots. We want to get to know the communi-
ty.” So, Senior Chief Martinez and his wife, Lisa, purchased a home, their first house, in East Northport.  That’ll 
also provide a shorter school bus trip for his son, Anthony Martinez III. 

When I asked about his hobbies, he said, “as a first time homeowner, I’m really, really busy!!!”

He also says they’ve never been sailing on a sailboat, so one of us should fix that this Spring.

Welcome Aboard, Senior Chief!

On

    The

WATERFRONT

Senior Chief Anthony Martinez

USCG Station Eatons Neck Communication Center
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by Peyton Harrison, Resolute

This Christmas we were invited to my brother’s home in Manchester-By-The-Sea, Massachusetts.  While 
planning the trip, I noticed that our route would take us past Sturbridge, Mass., the new home of Stan 
and Ursula O’Marra.  A quick email elicited a response of “Come on over!”  

On December 26th we departed my brother’s home and arrived in Sturbridge mid-morning.  Thereupon 
the front door opened and we heard shouts of “They’re here!!”  Stan, Ursula, Katie and Regan greeted us warmly 
with handshakes and hugs and then hustled us in out of the cold.

We were given a tour of their new house and property (beautiful) and then settled in for a nice visit.  Ursula was 
eager to hear all of the MCYC gossip and we were happy to oblige.  They brought out a delicious spread for lunch 
and, in all too short a time, it was time to say goodbye.  We jumped on I-84 at 1:30 and were home by 6:00.  Not 
bad for travelling on the day after Christmas!  

If anyone is in the area, I’m sure they’d love to see you.  

We certainly enjoyed the visit and sorely miss the O’Marra’s.

A Christmas Trip to Sturbridge

Errata   (or in other words OOPS)

The big city newspapers sometimes publish corrections.  While we have not admitted to mistakes 
in the past, in light of alternative facts and fake news it behooves us to do so now.  Let’s start with 
the travelogue to Croatia.  You can read finally read all 4 articles by Chris Zdunek on the Masthead 
website.  Thank you, Webmaster Ambrosius.  

In the December issue we published the 2017 Masthead Board and Directors.  But, In spite of proof-
ing it by three different people, we omitted the Membership Chair position.  Sorry Karla.  And we 
also discovered that the Past Commodore was not listed.  Sorry, Jackie. 

See the new Masthead Board inside this issue.
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Sail far, sail fast

Huntington
631-421-7245

Chris Buncke  
chrisb@sales.northsails.com

Tom Castiglione  
tomc@sales.northsails.com

www.northsails.com

Whether you’re sailing across the Bay or across an 

ocean, superior North Sails design, construction, sail 

fabrics and shapeholding deliver performance you can

 feel and quality you can trust. It’s the fastest way

   to take your cruising to a higher level. 

*Restrictions may 
apply. Contact 
your North Sails 

representative  
for details. 

FREE!

(631) 427-3444

Full Service Marina 
Winter Storage (Wet/Dry)

Swimming Pool
Transients Welcome

24 Hour Security
Ship’s Store

Summer Slips Available

LIZ & PETER

Providing quality physical therapy 
services to our community 

for more than 10 years.

• Orthopedic/ Sports injuries
• Post- Operative Rehab
• Acute & Chronic Pain
• General Conditioning
• No-Fault
• Workman’s Compensation

• Neck/Back Pain
• Arthritis Pain
• Pre-Season Orthopedic

Screenings
• Neurological Disorders
• Health & Wellness Education

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

Elizabeth A. Perlstein, DPT          Peter Yeager, MSPT
164 East Main Street, Huntington

631-470-9515 • dynamicsportspt@aol.com
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Boys with Toys
by Gary Matthesen, Holiday

What a happy looking bunch this is. Hap-
py not because the boats are out of the 
water, but that it’s a warm day and the big 
“Change of Watch” party is still ahead of us.

But the real story behind this picture starts back in Au-
gust at the Fund Raising, after the Race party. I had a 
few drinks with Brad and Linda Simon, after I had just 
put my bid on in-water winter storage. Brad said he 
planned to haul his boat this year and; along with a 
coat of go-fast fresh paint, he was going to do a cutlass 
bearing job. I said I had done mine last year, I’d see if I 
could borrow the tool again from the Catalina 36 group 
and we can do yours. Knowing it only has collets to fit 
a 1 inch shaft, I asked, “What size is your shaft?”  It 
suddenly dawned on us; at which point Linda smirked, 
straightened her back and said nothing.

So, it turns out Brad has 1 inch shaft just like mine, like 
on most Catalina’s in that size range and similar en-
gines. Scott Gerber was interested for a time in going 

in on a group huddle, but thought it better to just pay 
the yard and get it done. 

So when I showed up with my tool, I see Dave Tuck 
putting girlfriend Karen to work on caulking the deck. 
I said I was pulling Brads prop off his shaft in prepara-
tion for a cutlass job. He asked if I could pull his, too. 
So, now I suggested that, if he could help steady my 
tool while I pull Brad’s prop, then, as experienced help, 
we could do his. 

By this time Peyton had shown up in the distance and 
was beckoned over. Seems Dave had larger nuts than 
Brad, so we asked Peyton if he had any big sockets. 
Peyton, ever obliging, drove home and returned with 
a homemade, welded together, giant 1 ¼ socket for 
Dave’s huge nuts. Peyton warned us that it was still 
hot from welding, but nobody burnt any hands on the 
socket or shaft. (He was kidding.)

The nuts came off easily with Peyton providing some 
thrust to hold the socket to the nuts. The tool was then 
set up to pull the prop, which easily let loose. Much to 
Dave’s chagrin, his already purchased new maxi prop was 
for a 1 1/4 inch shaft. His shaft had been tapered down 
under a line cutter to 1 inch, which we had not seen.

Well, how he deals with that dilemma is another story.

The day after the Change of Watch I returned to the 
yard, Brad and Linda returned, Peyton, Ken Hecht, 
Dave Cordts and Dan Martin all returned for what is 
becoming a habit. Poor Karen was again caulking with 
Dave, who asked if I could pull his cutlass. Unfortu-
nately, the Catalina 36 group only supplies collets for a 
1 inch shaft. Since Dave is bigger then all, we could not 
accommodate him. The story is out then, Dave rules 
supreme for the moment.

So, come visit the yard for weekend gatherings that 
seem to start around noon.

DO
it

YOURSELF
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I Scream! You Scream! 
We All Scream for Ice Cream!!!
and a few more cubes for my sundowner, please?

Editor’s Note:  Ice cream, ice cubes for the 5:00 sundowner, and a cold refrigerator is often said 
to be the holy grail of sailboats on moorings.  Ken figured out not only how to do it but did it.  
Way to go Ken!

by Ken Hecht, Loin

The notion of a 
low-voltage discon-
nect switch started to 
formulate in my mind 

several years ago aboard our 
Pearson 34.  Though it was just 

a concept in my mind’s eye, and I 
had no idea smarter folks had al-

ready developed such a thing. 

At the time, we had just added an 
inexpensive, simple, and flexible 
0.75 amp solar panel to the top 
of the Pearson’s Bimini to trickle 
charge the battery banks and keep 
them topped off as best as possi-
ble...mostly a maintenance charge. 
No controller is needed for a panel 
pushing less than 1amp.

As my first foray into the use of the 
free energy of the sun, this worked 
well enough, unless the batter-
ies were considerably drained. It 
wasn’t long until my imagination 
was awakened to the potential of 
larger solar arrays and what we 
could do with them. I even recall 
mentioning the idea to the Admiral 
those many years ago. 

Note: the Admiral often describes 
these types of conversations....
to her ears it sounds like “blah, 
blah, blah” (imagine the voice of 
adults in any “Charlie Brown” TV 
cartoon). Her understandably dis-
interested response was probably 
something like “Sounds like a great 
idea. You’re a smart guy, why don’t 
you invent this? ...and, pass me my 
cocktail” (not in that order).

The question I had back then was: 
“Does a switch exist that would 
be able to disconnect the battery 
bank from the Adler Barber re-
frigerator if the battery voltage 
dropped below a certain level?” I 
believed we could add solar pan-
els to the boat that could provide 
the 4.5amps the fridge needs when 
the sun was shining, keeping the 
fridge constantly cold at the moor-
ing and possibly maintaining that 
temperature through the nights 
with frozen water bottles. But, we 
would need to protect the batteries 
from permanent deep drain dam-
age (further than 50%), if days of 

cloudy skies prevented optimum 
solar power to maintain the charge. 
I even considered this theoretical 
switch would need two different 
thresholds.....the first being the 
voltage cutoff level (let’s say be-
low 11.9v) and a higher level to re-
connect the battery source to the 
fridge when the batteries recovered 
after being charged by some source 
(maybe 13.1v). A single threshold 
would lead to disconnecting once 
the low voltage was reached, in-
stantly reconnecting once the load 
is removed and the voltage imme-
diately recovers slightly, and dis-
connecting again when the load is 
added again. Well, this all seemed 
too complicated to develop or ex-
plore, so I filed this with my other 
not-so-brilliant ideas and passed 
the Admiral her cocktail.

A few years later we bought our 
Hanse 411 “LION.” The previous 
owner had installed two 80 watt 
solar panels mounted on an arch 
off the transom. One of my first 
thoughts was that we might have 



enough solar power to consider the 
old idea/problem again. After hours 
of googling and website searching, 
I found exactly what I envisioned 
those few years earlier: The Blue 
Sea 7635 Solenoid M 65A 12V Low 
Voltage Disconnect. I ordered it 
from www.pkys.com for under $70.   
We installed this switch in the early 
Spring of 2016 behind our DC panel 
and attached it to the refrigerator 
breaker switch wires. 

Now for the critical real world test. 
One Sunday afternoon in early June, 
we went out to the mooring, placed 
a plastic container of ice cream in 
the freezer portion of our fridge, 
and left the battery switch ON for 
our house bank. I turned off all oth-
er DC panel switches other than 
the refrigerator, and went home. 
By midweek the ice cream was still 
frozen, with no signs of crystalliza-
tion which often happens when ice 
cream warms and refreezes (this is 
very scientific testing).

For three weeks that same con-
tainer of ice cream was checked 
for any signs of trouble; nearly as 
much attention was given to check-
ing the battery voltage levels. The 

low voltage switch was working as 
designed. The batteries were safe, 
and the fridge was running nearly 
24/7 at the mooring. A few early 
mornings we noticed that the cut-
off switch had disconnected the 
fridge load some time during the 
night as the battery level dropped 

below our preset 11.9v (there are 
five presets available in the switch), 
but the fridge was still cold enough 
to keep the test ice cream frozen. 
Once the sun came up and the so-
lar panels charged the batteries 
above 13.1 volts, the switch au-
tomatically closed and the fridge 
turned on again. Eureka! Success! 
And yes, we ate the test ice cream 
and lived to tell about it. Yum! 
 
It is worth noting, there were a few 
weeks in the heat of the summer 

(late July to early August) when the 
nighttime temps stayed above 85 
and we noticed the fridge couldn’t 
keep cold enough without tripping 
the disconnect switch. The frozen 
water bottles defrosted. But again, 
the batteries were properly and au-
tomatically protected by this Blue 
Sea low voltage disconnect switch.  
 
Of course, ice cream and cold bev-
erages are the obvious advantag-
es to this solution, but also think 
about getting aboard and loading 
the contents of your travel cooler 
into an already cold fridge. Not to 
mention those pesky condiment 
bottles of ketchup, mustard, rel-
ish, mayo that we used to rotate off 
the boat after each multi-day stay 
aboard.
 
As expected, my next endeavor was 
to increase and optimize the solar 
throughput to lessen the frequency 
of tripping the disconnect switch. 
This may be the topic for another 
article about MPPT vs. PWM solar 
controllers, with Bluetooth to iP-
hone monitoring. Testing will be 
done this season to see if this made 
any improvement.

In the meantime, you are welcome to come aboard Lion for some real COLD Ice Cream!
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Shipman 80 Bambochip
J&J Design
“We had a great sail with the Code 5 all the way to the Canary Islands. 
Really stable and so easy to work with.”  Captain Pierre Bausette.    

 

POWERED BY DOYLE  

DESIGN
INNOVATION 
STYLE 

1345 New York Ave, Ste. 2 Hunti ngton Stati on, NY 11746     Loft - 631-673-5055     Email - mail@doylesailsli.com     Web - doylesails.com/longisland

Mark Washeim
Jamie Ebenau

Dean Johns
Nick Nilsen

Mark Washeim
Dean Johns
Nick Nilsen
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Dryer Sheets-So Many Uses?        Meet

             Our

    ADVERTISERSby Gene Kinney, Kin-ship

Go
GREEN

The cold winter months are here.  Boats are 
snugged in for the season.  But good captains 
still have their boat to-do lists to mull over, 
cogitate upon and scan catalogues in search 

of answers for.  While perusing old copies of the Mast-
head, I found one that was packed with a fabric soften-
er sheet.  It got me to thinking.  What else can you use 
these for?  So, I googled it.  I was amazed! Who thinks 
these things up?  

Relaxing on a mooring and you ran 
out of citronella?   Tie a dryer sheet 
to your belt loop.  It repels most 
mosquitos... maybe not all, but 
most.  Who would have thought?  
And why?

Thinking of having a dog or cat on 
board?  Rubbing the area with a 
sheet of fabric softener will magi-
cally (magnetically) attract all those loose hairs.  You 
might get enough hairs for another whole dog.

Have to repair the curtains on board?  Run the needle 
through a sheet of fabric softener to make it easier to 
go through the material. Of course, you have to have a 
needle and know how to sew.

Bedding starts to smell after a couple of foggy damp 

days?  Throw in a fabric softener sheet to freshen it up.

How about Topsiders?  They surely get funky.  Put a 
sheet of fabric softener in each one.  Really works, es-
pecially on sneakers.  So many uses... this is big-ly.

And you can take a Bounce sheet to the top of a mast, 
wad it into a ball, drop it over the edge, time how long 
it takes to hit the deck, and find the height of the mast 
using the formula for acceleration due to gravity over 

time s=1/2gt2.  The possibilities are 
really endless!

I’m told it will clean stainless steel 
but, frankly, I haven’t tried it.  One 
has to wonder what exactly is there 
in a fabric softener sheet that en-
ables it to do all these things.  The 
manufacturers say that not only 
will it do all the above but it will 
also repel ants, mice, and yellow 

jackets.  I’m told some people are repelled by fabric 
softener odors.  Might it speak well for them?  Just 
thinking about fabric softener at the nano level gives 
one pause. 

They say you can even use it for self defense:  A suffi-
ciently thick stack of Bounce will actually stop a bullet!  
That may be an urban legend, I’m not sure.  Just saying.

March    26th  Annual New Member Brunch

May        7th  Boatyard Barbeque

May          27th   Memorial Day Weekend Cruise

June      23rd NYC Cruise

July     1st    Commissionning Raft-up

July  14th Summer Cruise

August  13th  The Masthead Race and Party

August  TBA  Riverside Yacht Club
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NEW
!

Restore Your Investment
Canvas Remake Program

The Canvas Store
Specializing in Sailboat Dodgers, 

Biminis and Winter Covers

11 Mill Dam Rd. • Huntington, NY 11743
Phone: 631-549-0970    Fax: 631-549-0977

www.TheCanvasStore.com Email: Info@TheCanvasStore.com

We use superior materials, • 
Sunbrella Marine Canvas
Upgrade to Best Materials • 
and Plastics
Add window or change • 
window size
Change fabric color and • 
add accent trim to brighten 
your look
35 Years Experience• 
Easy-to-Reinstall Took Kit • 
and Fasteners included

The Canvas Store offers a new program to beautify your boat.
Send us your tired, worn-out canvas and we will remake it to restore your boat 
to its original glory. We can remake your dodger, bimini, sail cover and any other 
canvas on the boat, all for a fraction of the cost of a total re-pattern and redesign.

CanvasStore-2-101100.indd   1 9/24/10   4:41:42 PM

Our proven sales success
rate and local market knowledge 
are what makes us the right choice

We have listed/sold 20+ homes in 2016

Make the
right move

The Dara Team 
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
Real Estate Sales Persons
516.238.8629 - Ginger
631.417.6982 - Paul



MASTHEAD 13

Fleet Cruise Captain Report
by Harvey Stern, Daddio

We had our first cruise meeting at the home of Bob and Liz Bergsten on Sunday, January 29, 2017,   It 
was well attended with about 35 members representing at least 20 boats.  They ate well and were 
enthusiastic to start the new cruising season.  

I presented the trips that I mentioned at the last board meeting.  A number of suggestions and 
changes have been made.  After the meeting, on February 5, I emailed the two updated itineraries to the mem-
bership.

Saugatuck is still scheduled as the first cruise on Memorial Day Weekend.  Although Peyton is doing the yeo-
man’s work in scheduling, we still need a port captain to plan the festivities. 

Liberty Landing is also still on the schedule June 23 – June 25.  Gene Kinney has everything well in hand, and 
I’m sure we will have as great a time as we had last year.  I was always disappointed that we only went to Liberty 
Landing and back home, so I made a suggestion that some of us may want to continue the next day to Sheeps-
head Bay.  Lee and I visited the area and spoke to a former commodore of Sheepshead Bay YC.  We mentioned 
our trip and Tom Mugno (the person we spoke to) offered us reciprocity (we should discuss). Going home from 
Sheepshead Bay is too far for a one day sail so Lee and I took a drive to City Island and spoke to two board 
members of the Harlem YC.  Both Sheepshead Bay and City Island have great places to eat and both clubs had 
barbeques we could use.

July 1th is scheduled for our Commissioning Raft Up at noon at our Lloyd Harbor Mooring. 

The “Block Island Summer Cruise” is planned from July 14th to the 24th.    The ports we are aiming for are Mt. 
Sinai to Westbrook to Noank to Block Island to Greenport (or Shelter Island) to Mattituck to Mt. Sinai to Hun-
tington.  It was decided that the bigger, faster boats would meet the slower boats at various destinations along 
the way. The events will be planned in Mt. Sinai, Westbrook, Block Island and Shelter Island.

Riverside YC will be planned soon in August.  Peyton has again volunteered to do the logistics.

I am of course looking for port captains.

It is still unknown if there will be a Huntington Lighthouse Musicfest on Labor Day Weekend due to the refur-
bishing of the Lighthouse thus no Poker Run is planned yet.

Little is planned in August or September but I know there was interest in shorter cruises (one day or over night-
ers) and I am open to suggestions.

Our Annual Navigation Class run by Greg Barbato is tentatively planned for April 1 or 2 at Ketewomoke YC.  Greg 
offered and seeing the offer, John Garvey and Brett Sandgren and the Commodore of Ketewomoke offered their 
club as long as their members could sit in. We await confirmation of the date.

CRUISING

Think Spring. Think Summer!
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Dodgers 
Bimini Tops 
Enclosures 
Sailcovers 

Interior and Exterior Cushions 
Stainless Steel Frames 
Stainless Steel Welding 

Canvas Repairs 
Winter Covers 

Custom Fit for a Proper Fit 
 
 

 

My Bimini and frame had disappeared 
and Dodger was in tatters.  It was time for new 

ones. Second generation canvas guy, Dave 
Mcsorley of Huntington fixed me up on a 

budget, on time and for a good price. 
                                               Jeb 

Catalina 30 installed January 2016 
 
 

McSorley Custom Yacht 
Canvas  

293 West Shore Road 
Huntington, NY 11743 

516-729-0466 
mcsorleyyachtcanvas@yahoo.com 

 
 For All Your Boating and Back Yard Canvas Needs 
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ones. Second generation canvas guy, Dave 
Mcsorley of Huntington fixed me up on a 

budget, on time and for a good price. 
                                               Jeb 

Catalina 30 installed January 2016 
 
 

McSorley Custom Yacht 
Canvas  

293 West Shore Road 
Huntington, NY 11743 

516-729-0466 
mcsorleyyachtcanvas@yahoo.com 

 
 For All Your Boating and Back Yard Canvas Needs 

 

•  A full line of Maptech Charts, Chart Kits and 
   Embassy Guides. 
•  Marine Batteries. 
•  Rope. 
•  Anchors. 
•  Complete Marine Hardware. 
•  All Orion Safety Products. 
•  Full line of American Hot Dipped Galv. Chain &
   Hardware. 
•  Epifanes Varnish. 
•  B & S Zincs. 
•  And So Much More...... 

Our prices are competitive with any  
marine supply store on Long Island!

All major credit cards accepted.

COMPASS ROSE MARINE
DISCOUNT MARINE SUPPLY HEADQUARTERS

OPEN ALL YEAR

15 Mill Dam Road
Huntington, NY 11743

Visit our website    631-673-4144
www.compassrosemarineny.com
email us: mikes@compassrosemarineny.com

10% Discount for MCYC Members

At Compass Rose Marine, We Offer:
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Everyone has a place or two where they 
stash long forgotten items just waiting for 
repurposing, or recycling.  Few of these items 
can be more cumbersome and less useful than 

a sail, especially when the boat they belonged to is no 
longer the one on your mooring!

Such is the tale of three sails tucked away in our attic 
from sailing adventures past.  After some research we 
discovered that there is a company that trades old sails 
for “new” decorative and useful tote bags made from 
used sails.

At “Sea Bags” headquartered in Portland, Maine the 
philosophy is simple.  They “believe that sails soak 
up the sun, smiles and adventure.”  The sails they 
receive are cleaned and crafted into one of kind bags 
that “retain the essence of what they once were.”  
The bottom line?  You clear out your attic and get a 
beautiful item in return on the spot!

Now if you are thinking that it’s a long way to Portland, 
you are right!  But this company has eight other retail 
locations and one of them is in Greenport.

After speaking with the Portland store we made 
arrangements to drop off our sails at the Greenport 
location the Friday after Thanksgiving.  Once we were 

committed the trap door and ladder were dropped from 
the attic and out came one used mainsail and two genoas.

We enjoyed the ride to Greenport and thankfully 
were able to secure a parking space a few doors from 
“Sea Bags” on Front Street by the old soda fountain 
luncheonette.

Although we did look conspicuous carrying the sails 
over our shoulders it was well worth the effort.  The 
store was bustling with customers and we dropped 
the sail bags and started to peruse the merchandise 
displayed in cubbies and shelves along the walls.  These 
were the same quality, beautiful items we had seen at 
the Mystic store when we cruised there last summer.  
I was delighted, and wondered what we could barter.  
After the customers cleared we were able to speak with 
the salesperson.

The formula is based on the size of the sail and we 
were fortunate enough to score three items!

We selected one large stripped bag that I had 
been coveting since Mystic, with plenty of inside 
compartments a snap closure and soft rope handles. 

Dan selected a duffle bag resembling its former self 
with stitching and sail numbers from someone else’s 
yacht.  The third bag was the toughest.  Should we 
select a sea turtle theme, seahorse, sailboat with a 
printed sailboat lining or a tote with charts of the east 
end?  We chose the chart bag and continued to look 
around at all of the beautiful merchandise.

At last our stomachs got the best of us and it was off to” 
Claudio’s” for some delicious clam chowder, burgers 
and salads.

We were delighted to share our old useless sails with 
someone who will find them a pleasure as a useable 
tote, phone case or shaving kit!  And I am thrilled to 
have them out of my attic!

Sea Bags    
How Your Old Sails Can Lead a New Life

by Jackie Martin, Whirlaway



A Full Service Marine Facility 
 World Class Yacht Brokers 
 Summer & Winter Storage 
 Expert Service & Repairs 
 Marine Hardware Store 
 Laser & Sunfish Sales & Parts 
 Moorings and Tender Service 
 Marine Insurance 
 Financing 

Pick-up a new Pico, Sunfish or Laser this weekend. 

Happy Sailing 2016!   
 

Visit our website www.coneys.com  
New & Used Sailboats on display at one location 
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