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Save the Date!  Spring Brunch
March 24th 12pm to 4pm
at Head of the Bay Club

Guest Speaker: Pam Setchell, President
Huntington Lighthouse Preservation Society

RSVP to Gary Matthesen, Vice Commodore
we3sail@aol.com

Photo by Pam Setchell
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Brad

Masthead Letter Late Winter Report

Ahoy Me Mateys!  Another year has flown by and our club, keeping in the spirit (or spir-
its) of the season, has managed to get together at a number of events.   Shortly after Our 
Change of Watch (COW) dinner and award ceremony, many members attended the Great-
er Huntington Council of Yacht & Boating Clubs annual Holiday party that was held at the 
beautiful Centerport Yacht Club.  This is always a low-key fun night with great food and 
drinks and fellow sailors.  As we rounded the first week of the New Year, members Tom 
and Eileen Conneely decided that the first Friday in January was a reason to celebrate, 
and by the turnout at Honu Kitchens Happy Hour in Huntington, so did about 50 other 
members.The next event was the Cruise meeting on January 12th.  A big thank you to Past 
Commodore Dave Cordts and Barbara Cordts for opening their house to an overwhelming 
group of club cruisers who could not wait to hear what plans our Fleet Cruise Captain J.P. 
Nel had cooked up.  

For those of you who did not attend please go to www.mastheadcoveyc.org and click on 
the Cruising 2019 tab which will list all of the “on water” events that J.P has planned for 
the year.  While on that page click on the blue tab “Visit our Direct Crusing link for up-
to-the-minute info.” There you will see a beautiful page about cruising with Masthead 
Cove Yacht Club.  Be sure to check out The Long Island Sound Lighthouse Challenge 
or “Do The Loop”.  Anyone can join in and this will be a fun challenge with a trophy 
awarded to the Skipper and crew that have documented (by photo) the most lighthouses 
while cruising.As you read this issue you will see that the main thrust is pertaining to 
cruising and the upcoming season, but I feel the need as your Commodore to change the 
tack and discuss something that regards to our racing program and donations.At the an-
nual meeting this past November, a couple of members suggested that the club consider 
other charities as the recipient of the proceeds from our annual Masthead Race, party and 
silent auction.  After the meeting I sent an email to the membership asking for a member 
to head a committee to research other worthy charities.  I received a response from one 
member.  I presented this letter to the Board at our meeting in January and our Webmas-
ter Mark Ambrosius volunteered to champion this cause to see what other options were 
available.  Unfortunately, only two members have come forward to support and offer 
assistance to Mark. We had hoped that members who shared this concern would make 
their voices heard – but only silence.  On the other hand, there was a response from past 
Commodores and members that was overwhelmingly in favor of keeping the donations in 
honor of Cold Spring Harbor Labs in honor of Carol Marcincuk.  Based on this response, 
it does not make sense to investigate this cause any further as it seems that the majority 
of the club has decided not to make a change.For those members that may not know the 
history, Carol Marcincuk, who was our Commodore in 1998.  She died of ovarian cancer 
in 2004.  Carol was an avid sailor and a beloved employee of Cold Spring Harbor Labs.  
In 2006 it was decided that in memory of the MCYC’s former Commodore, the proceeds 
from The Masthead race would be donated to support cancer research conducted by Cold 
Spring Harbor Laboratory.Ending on a more positive note, the days are getting longer and 
I hope the weather will soon follow and warm up.  Before we know it, we will be taking 
the covers off and getting our commissioning ready.Time for me to have my Dark and 
Stormy and put another log on the fire.
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Through The Lens wiTh onne van der waL
By David Kessler, Wayout

My very lovely wife Linda gave me a birthday gift of a photo workshop on the water with Onne van der Wal in 
Newport.  I’m sure most of us have been to Newport, but seeing it through the lens with the world-renowned pho-
tographer Onne was a unique and wonderful experience.

We stayed at Bannister’s Wharf, a few feet from Onne’s gallery and the Black Pearl.   The morning started with 
sitting on the dock having a perfect cup of coffee from the little coffee shop at the end of the dock looking out at the 
yachts and super yachts.

Onto the gallery for a brief introduction and then to the boat with a small group of enthusiastic photographers. On 
the boat I followed Onne like an annoying little gnat.  He had multiple cameras, each with a different lens.  I had my 
camera and a few lenses.  Every time he picked up a different camera, I would change my lens to match his.  I would 
say “Linda, please hand me the 18-200 mm, now the wide angle, please hand me the …., “and of course all she heard 
was “HURRY UP, GIVE ME THAT ONE, NO, NOT THAT ONE THE OTHER ONE, HURRY UP, QUICK!”

He would explain what he thought was a good shot and would take the picture.  He seemed to be enjoying taking 
the pictures as much as we were.

We went around Narragansett Bay, had Lobster Rolls, took pictures and had a great time.

We went back to the gallery for a round up and goodbyes. Linda and I spent the rest of the days walking, dinning and 
drinking our way through Newport. It was a great gift and a perfect few days.

(More photos shown on page 11)
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NEW
!

Restore Your Investment
Canvas Remake Program

The Canvas Store
Specializing in Sailboat Dodgers, 

Biminis and Winter Covers

11 Mill Dam Rd. • Huntington, NY 11743
Phone: 631-549-0970    Fax: 631-549-0977

www.TheCanvasStore.com Email: Info@TheCanvasStore.com

We use superior materials, • 
Sunbrella Marine Canvas
Upgrade to Best Materials • 
and Plastics
Add window or change • 
window size
Change fabric color and • 
add accent trim to brighten 
your look
35 Years Experience• 
Easy-to-Reinstall Took Kit • 
and Fasteners included

The Canvas Store offers a new program to beautify your boat.
Send us your tired, worn-out canvas and we will remake it to restore your boat 
to its original glory. We can remake your dodger, bimini, sail cover and any other 
canvas on the boat, all for a fraction of the cost of a total re-pattern and redesign.

CanvasStore-2-101100.indd   1 9/24/10   4:41:42 PM
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Planting Fields Arboretum Outing
by Peyton Harrison, Resolute

It was the weekend between Christmas and New Year and it was cold!  The local paper had a list of free events 
on the North Shore and one peaked my interest; the greenhouses at Planting Fields Arboretum were filled with 
festive greenery and open that Sunday.  Perhaps a Masthead outing was in order. 

I sent the word out via the club email and got a few tepid responses.  Throwing caution to the wind, we arrived 
at the arboretum parking lot at the designated hour and waited.  It was about 22 degrees.  Our Vice Commodore 
Gary Matthesen was the first to show up, and we figured it would just be the three of us.  As we prepared to start 
our tour, suddenly the parking lot was filled with MCYC members and the final tally was 15!  The greenhouses 
were beautifully decorated and warm, and a walk around the mansion was enjoyable if not a little somber due 
to the cold, gray sky.

We then decamped to Canterbury Ales in Oyster Bay for delicious grub and cold beverages.

All in all, a very enjoyable way to spend the second to last day of 2018.



6 March 2019

Shipman 80 Bambochip
J&J Design
“We had a great sail with the Code 5 all the way to the Canary Islands. 
Really stable and so easy to work with.”  Captain Pierre Bausette.    

 

POWERED BY DOYLE  

DESIGN
INNOVATION 
STYLE 

1345 New York Ave, Ste. 2 Hunti ngton Stati on, NY 11746     Loft - 631-673-5055     Email - mail@doylesailsli.com     Web - doylesails.com/longisland

Mark Washeim
Jamie Ebenau

Dean Johns
Nick Nilsen

Mark Washeim
Dean Johns
Nick Nilsen
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Coneys –The Next Generation
 by Jackie Martin, Whirlaway

When the Coneys family opened their doors for business in 1974, the next generation of entrepreneurs were not even a twinkle in any-
one’s eyes.  Now some forty years later the business is in a family transition, with new faces stepping in to set the course and trim the 
sails.Let’s say hello to the newest crew members!

Austin Coneys has worked for the family during the Summers since the age of thirteen. A graduate of the University of Buffalo, where 
he ran competitive track, he majored in History and Political Science. He spends his working hours performing a wide diversity of jobs, 
ranging from prepping boats for bottom paint, setting up and overseeing the completion of work orders, maintaining the launch boats 
and moorings and repairing gel coat blemishes.  When asked how he fits in on the family tree, he described himself as a “twig” because 
he is currently the youngest family member who is now employed there. His Uncles are Tyler and Gil, he is the son of Grant. Jokingly, 
he says the next generation after him is Jimmy Coneys’ grandchildren ages two and three.When asked to imagine “what type of wood 
his family tree is made of “he smiled and enthusiastically answered “teak”, adding “because it’s a good hard wood, the grain is nice and 
close together like our family. It takes a long time to grow naturally and just gets better with age.”

Samantha Coneys comes into the family business with graphic design experience. Prior to working with the family, she was employed 
in the printing industry for five and a half years. Her degree in Graphic Design from New York Institute of Technology in 2011 makes 
her a natural fit to step into the role of Ed, her retired uncle. She enjoys the freedom and creativity of designing the company website and 
keeping things updated on social media. She is happy with the comfortable feeling of working with family and says she could “NEVER” 
go back to working for a large company. Advertising, mailings and haul and launch orders are within her perview as well.  Her father 
Tom is the youngest of Matt, Sr’s. children.  Her uncles are Matt Jr. (now retired}, Kevin, Jimmy and Ed. 

If she found herself at the end of a branch on the family tree, fearing a fall from a sudden gust of wind, she says “Carlene would be there 
to catch me.  She is my ally here. Even though we all support one another, Carlene and I have a special bond.”

Kevin Coneys Jr., son of Kevin Sr. and Anne, has been working full time in the business for seven years. While working mainly in the 
office as a yacht broker, his post college career did not start out that way. As a graduate of Tufts University with a degree in Economics 
and International Relations, Kevin began working for a start-up company in New York City that manufactured nutritional energy prod-
ucts. A volatile market left the company in distress so some resumes were needed.

While taking a break from his job search, Kevin paid a visit to the Coneys’ dockhouse, a place he had once taken for granted during his 
early years of sailing with family. He decided to go back to something he loved.  He says he has seen positive changes in the yacht sales 
industry.  Citing new technology to make better, lighter and faster boats for both cruisers and racers at a better price point.  He recognizes 
the value of used boats as well and says “The owner is the most valuable resource when selling a used boat. A clean boat with an annual 
maintenance record makes the job of selling used boats easier. You can really tell if a boat has been loved.”

Recognizing that he is part of a new generation Kevin believes that the tech savvy “newcomers” will improve efficiency and service. 
“There are valuable skill sets we learned in school, but the older generation gives us their skill sets too. We look to them for their expe-
rience.”When presented with the analogy of thinking about his family as a living tree, he thinks of the roots as the older generation with 
each family member as a solid base. “Everyone in our family business has their own kind of niche carved out.  Without all those roots 
the tree can’t survive as a whole.” He adds with sincerity,” It’s exciting to see what the next generation will bring.”

We are excited about that too!

Tyler,Kevin Jr., Carlene Singer, Gil, Austin, Samantha, Tommy,Grant & Jimmy
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The Cruise Committee is committed to providing opportunities for everyone in the club to take part in events 
on the water throughout the summer.  We realize that cruising means different things to each of us.  It is often a 
combination of the sailing, the socializing, large club events, and new places or experiences.  We all have dif-
ferent boats, capabilities, and confidence levels.  With that in mind, the 2019 cruise program is geared towards 
maximizing club participation.   This year we are adding a purpose to our cruising season.  A purpose that spans 
the entire summer and comes with recognition and even prizes. 

Every summer we take pictures of lighthouses we pass on our cruises.  We post them on Facebook and comment 
on how pretty they are.  Many of us contribute to the Huntington Lighthouse Preservation Society, but as mostly 
day sailors, we don’t give much thought about their navigational purpose anymore.  Modern technology changed 
our focus from watching the horizon for a lighthouse or other known structure to staring at a line on a chart plot-
ter.  Every year, more and more lighthouses are decommissioned.  Who knows how much longer they will still 
be around?  

This summer, club members are challenged to “find” all the lighthouses (and more) in the Long Island Sound.  54 
lighthouses and structures have been identified to find on our cruises.  The list is posted on the cruising web-
site.  Think of the challenge as a treasure hunt.  A hunt for current and forgotten lighthouses.  Since we have to 
hug the shores of Long Island Sound to find these treasures, the challenge will be known as the Long Island 
Sound Lighthouse Loop.  

Each lighthouse has a point value and you simply add up the points to get to a total.  The vessel/crew with the 
most points at the end of the season wins.    Lighthouses may be visited by car or boat.  In fact, at least one is not 
accessible by boat. Point values are different depending if you visit by car or boat.  A grant prize will be presented 
at the Change of Watch in December 2019.

A commemorative deck of MCYC Playing Cards will be created with each card recognizing the best picture tak-
en by a club member of a lighthouse.  Lighthouse Loop Burgees and T-shirts are also available.  You may order 
those from the website.  

Are you ready to “Do the Loop”?

The cruises are designed to check most of the lighthouses off your list.  All information about cruise dates, light-
houses, and more are available on the website.  The website is packed with cruising information and a place to 
sign up for cruises, order cruise merchandise, track your score and much more.

CRUISING WITH A PURPOSE
by JP Nel, Fleet Cruise Captain
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Summary of 2019 Cruises

Date(s) Cruise
May 25-27 Memorial Day Cruise to Saugatuck
June 8 Raft-Up
June 21-23 Port Washington and Liberty Landing
July 4-5+ Oyster Bay
July 12 -21 Summer Cruise.  Includes Mystic, Stonington, Watch Hill, 

Montauk, and Shelter Island.
August 17 Midnight Cruise to Nowhere
August 31 Dinghy Poker Run (Huntington Lighthouse Music Festival)
September 14-15 Port Jefferson (Dragon Boat Race Festival)

Meeting Hosted by Dave and Barbara Cordts
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Our friends and family at
Masthead Cove Yacht Club are

welcome to buy direct!

Choose from our selection of
porcelain, ceramic and mosaic tiles!

Come visit our showroom at
20 Reed Place, Amityville NY 11701

631-464-444

Merola Tile supports
Masthead Cove Yacht Club!

Est. 1988
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Peyton Harrison and Scott Gerber 
could not resist stealing a photo 
with News 12’s Danielle Campbell 
during her coverage of the Light-
house Music Festival

Photos by David Kessler, Wayout
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Sail far, sail fast

Huntington
631-421-7245

Chris Buncke  
chrisb@sales.northsails.com

Tom Castiglione  
tomc@sales.northsails.com

www.northsails.com

Whether you’re sailing across the Bay or across an 

ocean, superior North Sails design, construction, sail 

fabrics and shapeholding deliver performance you can

 feel and quality you can trust. It’s the fastest way

   to take your cruising to a higher level. 

*Restrictions may 
apply. Contact 
your North Sails 

representative  
for details. 

FREE!

(631) 427-3444

Full Service Marina 
Winter Storage (Wet/Dry)

Swimming Pool
Transients Welcome

24 Hour Security
Ship’s Store

Summer Slips Available
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Spring CommiSSioning CheCkliSt
BoatU.S., the nation’s largest recreational boating association, has a spring commissioning checklist. Following 
this checklist is an easy way to get ready for the season.

BEFORE YOU LAUNCH:

 Ô Inspect and lubricate seacocks. Hoses and hose clamps should be inspected and replaced as necessary.

 Ô Replace deteriorated zincs.

 Ô Inspect prop(s) for dings, pitting and distortion. Make sure cotter pins are secure. Grip the prop and try mov-
ing the shaft - if it’s loose, the cutlass bearing may need to be replaced.

 Ô Check to make sure the rudderstock hasn’t been bent.

 Ô Inspect the hull for blisters, distortions and stress cracks.

 Ô Make sure your engine intake sea strainer is free of corrosion and properly secured.

 Ô Check the engine shaft and rudder stuffing boxes for looseness. After the boat is launched, be sure to check 
these as well as through-hulls for leaks

 Ô Use a hose to check for deck leaks at ports and hatches. Renew caulk or gaskets as necessary. 

ENGINES AND FUEL SYSTEMS:

 Ô Inspect fuel lines, including fill and vent hoses, for softness, brittleness or cracking. Check all joints for leaks 
and make sure all lines are well supported with non-combustible clips or straps with smooth edges.

 Ô Inspect fuel tanks, fuel pumps and filters for leaks. Clamps should be snug and free of rust. Clean fuel filters.

 Ô Inspect cooling hoses and fittings for stiffness, rot, leaks and/or cracking. Make sure they fit snugly and are 
double-clamped.

 Ô Every few years, remove and inspect exhaust manifold for corrosion.

 Ô Clean and tighten electrical connections, especially both ends of battery cables. Wire-brush battery terminals 
and fill cells with distilled water.

 Ô Inspect bilge blower hose for leaks.

SAILBOAT RIGGING:

 Ô Inspect fittings for cracks and rust. Inspect wire halyards and running backstays for “fishhooks” and rust.

 Ô Remove tape on turnbuckles and lubricate threads, preferably with Teflon. Replace old tape with fresh tape.

 Ô Recaulk through-deck chain plates as necessary (generally, once a decade).

 Ô Test tail and back-up lights. Test winch to make sure it’s working properly.

 Ô Inspect trailer frame for rust. Sand and paint to prevent further deterioration.

 Ô Check expiration dates on flares and fire extinguishers.

 Ô Check stove and remote tanks for loose fittings and leaking hoses.
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Dodgers 
Bimini Tops 
Enclosures 
Sailcovers 

Interior and Exterior Cushions 
Stainless Steel Frames 
Stainless Steel Welding 

Canvas Repairs 
Winter Covers 

Custom Fit for a Proper Fit 
 
 

 

My Bimini and frame had disappeared 
and Dodger was in tatters.  It was time for new 

ones. Second generation canvas guy, Dave 
Mcsorley of Huntington fixed me up on a 

budget, on time and for a good price. 
                                               Jeb 

Catalina 30 installed January 2016 
 
 

McSorley Custom Yacht 
Canvas  

293 West Shore Road 
Huntington, NY 11743 

516-729-0466 
mcsorleyyachtcanvas@yahoo.com 

 
 For All Your Boating and Back Yard Canvas Needs 
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Canvas  
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•  A full line of Maptech Charts, Chart Kits and 
   Embassy Guides. 
•  Marine Batteries. 
•  Rope. 
•  Anchors. 
•  Complete Marine Hardware. 
•  All Orion Safety Products. 
•  Full line of American Hot Dipped Galv. Chain &
   Hardware. 
•  Epifanes Varnish. 
•  B & S Zincs. 
•  And So Much More...... 

Our prices are competitive with any  
marine supply store on Long Island!

All major credit cards accepted.

COMPASS ROSE MARINE
DISCOUNT MARINE SUPPLY HEADQUARTERS

OPEN ALL YEAR

15 Mill Dam Road
Huntington, NY 11743

Visit our website    631-673-4144
www.compassrosemarineny.com
email us: mikes@compassrosemarineny.com

10% Discount for MCYC Members

At Compass Rose Marine, We Offer:
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CELEBRATING WOODSTOCK’S
50TH ANNIVERSARY 

SO LET YOUR FREAK FLAG FLY!!

MCYC Memorial Day Cruise to 
Saugatuck Harbor Yacht Club

May 25th-May 27th




