
Café Church report May 2022 
Background 
After two years of pandemic and lockdowns, the Messy Church Team agreed the time was right to take 
stock and consider how things should proceed in future. We ran a survey, evaluated the responses and 
decided on a new approach: Café Church. 

Café Church is an all-age, informal church gathering with some structure, but no set rules, providing the 
space for anyone to come along and enjoy refreshments, company, activities, and Christian worship 
together. 

Location 
Church Hall, Smallfield 

Time 
3pm, every second Sunday in the month, excluding August. The second Sunday in December will 
accommodate the usual Smallfield carol service. 

Format 
Tables are set up café style towards the kitchen end of the hall and refreshments are served. Craft and 
activity tables are set up at the other end of the hall. 

As people arrive, they are welcomed, encouraged to take a seat, have a chat, share some refreshment, and 
do some activities. 

Somewhere between 3.30-3.45pm, everyone gathers to sing some songs and listen to a short bible 
message. 

Café Church meetings 
Launch – Good Friday, 15 April 2022 – high turnout – many people brought visiting family members with 
them. Mixture of ages including individuals and families. In addition to Easter based arts and crafts, we 
created Easter gardens for each of the three churches. The songs and message focused on a journey 
through Holy Week from Palm Sunday through to Jesus’ death on Good Friday and his resurrection on 
Easter Sunday. 

Sunday, 8 May 2022 – good turnout including some people who came along to the launch and others who 
attended for the first time. Mixture of ages including individuals and families. Craft activities included 
colouring ‘He is risen’ bookmarks and making bead fish. The message focused on John 21 – Jesus and the 
miraculous catch of fish. Songs: Hosanna and Celebrate Jesus. 

Key observations and learning so far 
• We are learning and shaping Café Church as we go – both meetings so far have provided a relaxed, 

friendly atmosphere for informal worship. It is noticeable that Café Church is bringing together people 
who would perhaps not normally meet. 

• It has been great having the support of so many volunteers, in particular in the kitchen helping with 
refreshments, help setting up and tidying away, the music to accompany the songs and the planning 
team. 

• Less is more – we don’t require lots of planned activities, just a few suggestions. Colouring appears to 
be a popular activity with all ages – placing colouring sheets and pens on the café tables has gone down 
well. 

• Feedback has been positive – anyone asked has confirmed they would certainly come along again in 
future and that they enjoyed the experience. 

• Suggestions for future activities have included painting and lego. 

Future dates 2022 
12 June, 10 July, 11 September, 9 October, 13 November and the carol service on 11 December 

Please continue to pray for Café Church. 


