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The Parochial Church Council of Horne, St Mary the Virgin 

 

The Annual Music Report for the Windmill United Benefice  

for April 2021 – March 2022 

 

Choirs 
During the pandemic we were not able to meet in person to practise. We continued 
to hold practices over Zoom until June 2021. We are very grateful to Julie Mohacek 
for her hospitality and kindness in allowing the Benefice choir to rehearse outside on 
her farm. We had a roof over our heads and chairs were spaced 2 metres apart in all 
directions. There was power too so that we could be accompanied by a keyboard. 
This was an absolute joy for us all. Everyone felt safe but we were once again able 
to sing together as a choir. 
Singing in church was permitted from June, but with numbers initially limited to just 
three choristers in each church. The congregation did not sing, but two hymns were 
sung by the small choir. This allowed choristers to interpret the hymns with dynamics 
and solo lines, making them more interesting for the congregation to listen to. Some 
choristers sang at Outwood if more singers were needed and it was lovely to share 
both music and worship together. 
In September, we moved to rehearsals in the church at Horne, using the Nave so 
that singers remained spaced out across the church. Now we had the organ as well, 
another delight. We still continue to rehearse in this way and there is no evidence of 
any viruses passing around the choir. 
We were able to sing the Advent carol service together, which was such a joy for us 
all. Our Rector, Nicholas Calver, allowed us to use the Sanctuary for further seating 
and so the whole choir was able to sing together whilst remaining distanced from 
each other. 
The choir sang carols at the Dog and Duck pub in the week before Christmas. It was 
a lovely evening and the Landlord would like us to sing again this year. 
We sang at Outwood for Candlemas at the end of January, this time seated in the 
area at the west end of the church. This worked very well.  
Ash Wednesday, another joint service, was at Horne. Peter and I are very grateful to 
Roger Hind for playing and directing the choir for this service, when Peter was unwell 
and I was isolating before surgery. 
 
Junior Choir 
We were delighted to welcome Bella to the junior choir at Horne in May 2021. In 
January 2022, the choir become a Benefice-wide junior choir, with Bryony and 
Annabel joining the choir at Outwood and attending practices on Thursdays. It is a 
great pleasure to work with children and to start them on a possible life-long journey 
in church music. We would welcome more children, from the age of 7 years old. 
Please speak to Ginette or Peter if you know someone who may be interested. 
 
RSCM Awards  
As reported last year, the RSCM Award examinations could not happen in 2020. We 
began preparing for exams in 2021 in February, not knowing what might be possible. 
At the beginning of June, I discovered that some exams would be going ahead and 
so we entered some of our candidates. We had just 5 weeks to be ready. Ann 
Sheppard, Di McDonald, Gill Robinson, Kay Hammond and Steve Robinson all 
passed the Bishop’s/Silver Award. Sara Gough passed the Dean’s/Bronze Award. It 
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was difficult to prepare for the exam when we hadn’t sung as a choir for well over a 
year. Everyone was nervous but the results came through and I congratulate them 
all on achieving these Awards. 
 
After an 18 month break, The Windmill Songmen practised together from October 
2021 and performed some Christmas and winter songs at the Christmas tree 
Festival in Outwood church. They repeated the programme at the Dog and Duck in 
Outwood just before Christmas and have already had a request to return in 2022. 
In March, the men began to practise for performances to celebrate the Queen’s 
platinum jubilee in June. They are booked to sing at the Beacon on June 2nd and in 
both Smallfield and Outwood on 5th June. A few new singers have joined the group. 
The programme covers British and Commonwealth songs from the last 70 years. 
Men are always welcome. Anyone interested in coming along should speak to 
Ginette or Peter (ginettenye@gmail.com or 07714403624) 
 
Horne Church Band, which plays for Horne’s family services, led live worship in the 
open air at St Mary’s Horne on Easter Sunday 2021. This was a United Benefice 
service with a big congregation gathered in the open space. The service went well 
and the band was asked to provide music for an open-air Ascension service six 
weeks later. In August, the band played for a joint Lammas service at Westlands 
Farm. We are grateful to Charles Sargent for making us so welcome and for 
providing all we needed. 
 
Handbells 
Revd. Charles Sargent started a handbell group in Autumn 2021. The group rang at 
the Carol service in Smallfield in December and has continued to meet in 2022. 
Anyone interested should contact Charles for more information. 
 
Petty Cash 
The Benefice Music petty cash has remained depleted over the last year. There has 
been limited income. On 1 April 2021 the account had a balance of £16.57. The 
balance on 30 March 2022 is £90.31. Very little has been spent. 
 
Covid-19 
Although we are now able to sing together again, the past 12 months have had yet 
more challenges for us to navigate. I am grateful to our choristers for coping with 
changing situations whilst still supporting music in our churches. Mostly we are now 
back to normal but the challenges of spacing ourselves out continue. Singers still 
have to be fairly independent which makes music-making harder. I am proud that 
music in worship has been of a good standard and also well-received throughout the 
past year. I thank every chorister and musician for their enthusiasm and willingness 
to keep going. 
 
I am grateful to our Rector, Nicholas Calver, for being generous with the spaces the 
choir can occupy which has helped us enormously. He has moved altars and the 
clergy have given up their usual seats to enable the choir to function as well as it 
can. This has helped enormously and given everyone involved a greater joy as we 
sing together. 
 
 
Ginette Nye 
30 March 2022 


