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The Parochial Church Council of Horne, St Mary the Virgin 

 

The Annual Report on the Fabric, Goods and Ornaments 

for 2021-2022 

 

As Covid-related restrictions eased through the year, worship in person at St Mary’s Church 

resumed gradually and safely and St Mary’s remained open 24 hours a day every day. 

Fundraising and social events were held cautiously and the PCC held the first in-person meeting 

of the year on 28th September 2021.                                                                                      

 

Church and Churchyard 

Maintenance and Cleaning 

Routine maintenance and inspections at St Mary’s have been carried out; for example fire 
extinguisher checks, boiler maintenance, gutters have been cleared, wear and tear damage to 
the Lychgate and surround was repaired and other minor ad hoc repairs effected.  
 
Following the Quinquennial Inspection in June 2020, the work identified in the Architect’s Report 

remains to be addressed. Work to re-shingle the spire is the most significant requirement, 

however, lack of funding is an issue. The Wardens approached the Architect about seeking 

external funding but there is no progress to report.  

On Friday February 18th, St Mary’s suffered some storm damage to the Church and south porch 
roofs. Following consultation with John Bailey (Quinquennial Architect), the Wardens obtained a 
repair estimate and expect repairs to be carried out soon. Ecclesiastical Insurance agreed to pay 
our insured losses.  
 
A battery powered lighting strip was installed above the vestry door. 
 
A PIR solar powered light was installed under the lychgate.  
 
The PCC approved the purchase of a new singing-standard microphone with stand and lead and 

another stand for an existing radio microphone. These purchases will facilitate the running of 

Family services when the music is led by Horne Church Band. 

Andrew Goudie has investigated how we can support members of the congregation who have 
varying degrees of hearing impairment. He has found that the provision of support is a complex 
issue that requires further investigation to find a suitable solution that is appropriate for members 
of St Mary’s congregation. 
 
Most copies of our no longer used “Hymns Ancient Modern” have been donated to a charity, 
Books2Africa, that will arrange for the books to be recycled to new use in Africa and for which St 
Mary’s has received a certificate of thanks. A few library copies have been kept as an historical 
record. The Wardens are grateful to Gill Robinson who researched and arranged this donation. 
 
Thank you to Bozi and Julie for continuing their work to maintain the grass and hedges in the 
churchyard and for generally keeping an eye open.  
Thank you to the regular strimming team for their dedication to keeping things tidy in places that 
the mowers cannot reach! 
Thank you to many others who come along unseen to work in the churchyard as and when they 
are able.  
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Proper cleaning resumed in September and Suzanne Robinson stepped up to take on 
organising the cleaning team from Viv Tennant who felt it was time to relinquish after many 
years of service dedicated to organising the cleaning rota at St Mary’s. The Wardens and 
PCC thank Viv for her many years of service and are grateful to Suzanne for taking on this 
role.  
Our cleaning regime is important as it not only ensures that St Mary’s looks as good as 
possible but also is a way of regularly inspecting the fabric of St Mary’s to identify items that 
need attention and damage that needs repair. 
 
Another change this year was that Judy Walker decided to retire from organising floral 
arrangements at St Mary’s. The Wardens and PCC thank Judy for her many years of service 
and are grateful to Lauma Kazusa who stepped forward to take on this role.  
 

The Old Horne Parochial School Building 

The Palmer Hall project was reviewed by the PCC and due to the prohibitive cost of the original 

plan and noting the logistical issues of implementing the project whilst the nursery school 

remained open on site, the PCC agreed to revisit the project and consider alternative options. 

Minor repairs and routine maintenance have been carried out and some minor storm damage 

sustained on 18th February is expected to be repaired soon. 

 

 


