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The Parochial Church Council of Horne, St Mary the Virgin 

 
 
 

The Annual Report of the Parochial Church Council  
for 2021-2022 

 
General Functions of the Parochial Church Council 
 
The Parochial Church Council of Horne, St Mary the Virgin (PCC) co-operates and consults 
with the Rector and liaises with other members of the Windmill United Benefice in promoting 
the whole mission of the Church in the ecclesiastical parish of Horne and the Windmill 
United Benefice. 

 
Meetings of the Parochial Church Council 
As permitted by the relaxation of national Covid regulations, Parochial Church Council 
meetings resumed on Tuesday 28th September 2021 and there were PCC meetings on five 
occasions this year.  
 
 
Members of the Parochial Church Council 
The PCC consists of the Rector (Chair) and a maximum of twelve representatives including 
ex officio members made up of churchwardens and deanery synod representatives.  
 
During the year 2021-2022 the following have served as members of the PCC: 

 
Nicholas Calver   Rector and Chair 
Barbara Verco  Treasurer and Deanery Synod Representative 
Susan Wates Churchwarden and Secretary to the PCC 
David Spruce Deanery Synod Representative 
Andrew Goudie Churchwarden and Safeguarding Officer 
Liam Harvey Elected Representative 
Michael Harvey Elected Representative 
Peter Hill Elected Representative 
Veronica Hill Elected Representative 
Lauma Kazusa Elected Representative 
Julie Mohacek Elected Representative 
Steve Robinson Elected Representative 
 
Events 
I am delighted to report that, as permitted by the relaxation of national Covid regulations, 
St Mary’s events resumed and during the year several events and days when volunteers 
gathered to clean and tidy the church were held.  

However, due to the prevailing Covid situation in the latter months of 2021 and 
acknowledging the need to minimise the risk of cross infection, the PCC agreed not 
to hold indoor events so there was no Harvest Supper or Christmas Fair this year. 
 
Saturday 22nd May 2021 Plant Sale and sale of St Mary’s branded merchandise and 

hand-crafted gifts 
Saturday 12th June 2021 Churches Count on Nature event. 
 
Sunday 6th March 2022 Fairtrade Fortnight event. 
 
Fri 8th & Sat 9th April 2022 St Mary’s Church spring clean. 
 
Saturday 23rd April 2022 St Mary’s sponsored spring walk 
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Eco Church 
 

St Mary’s Eco Church team were pleased to let us know that in August 2021, St Mary’s won 
a Bronze Eco Church Award Certificate and they look forward to putting up a wooden plaque 
to celebrate this achievement. 
On Saturday 12th June 2021 the Eco Church team held St Mary’s first Churches Count on 
Nature event. We were blessed with a beautiful sunny afternoon that was perfect for the 
various activities on offer that included participating in the Churches Count on Nature, a 
treasure hunt, children’s colouring-in, sitting and chatting and an opportunity to be still in 
nature and reflect on God’s gift.  
As part of the journey to attain the Bronze Award, St Mary’s applied for and was awarded 
Fairtrade Church status and on Sunday 6th March 2022, St Mary’s Eco Church team held our 
first Fairtrade event during Fairtrade Fortnight.  
The interesting display of information about the work of Fairtrade and why it is important, 
where to buy Fairtrade products and the wide range of products available will remain on view 
for a while. There were cakes made with Fairtrade ingredients, Fairtrade coffee and 
chocolate tastings and a ‘Guess how many Maltesers are on the cake’ competition 
(Maltesers are a Fairtrade product) with the cake as the prize!  
Nicholas’ talk that day reflected on and drew our attention to some of the issues that affect 
the people that Fairtrade campaigns to help. 
St Mary’s Eco Church team has begun the journey towards an Eco Church Silver Award and 
looks forward to welcoming new members to join the team. If you are interested, please see 
Sue Wates, Lauma Kazusa, Gill Robinson or Steve Robinson. 
… and please do visit the Windmill Benefice website Eco Church page to read about Eco 
Church at St Mary’s. 
 
Windmill United Benefice Occasions 
 
St Mary’s has once again been able to join with our brothers and sisters at St Bartholomew’s 
and St John’s to celebrate at Benefice occasions such as the Advent Carol Service, Palm 
Sunday and other Holy Week services leading up to the 7am Easter service on Outwood 
Common. The Benefice Zoom choir has hung up the headphones and thoroughly enjoyed 
the fellowship of once again singing together regularly as a live choir under the expert 
direction of Ginette and Peter.  
 
So, What Makes St Mary’s “Hot to Trot”?! 
 
Well, this year it’s been the enthusiasm that people have shown to start picking up the 
threads to resume various activities at St Mary’s. 
The Plant Sale was well supported by “bringers” and “buyers” of many wonderful home-grown 
plants and there was a sale of St Mary’s branded merchandise and hand-crafted gifts that had  
been designed and made during the preceding months. 
For many it was a great opportunity to catch up with friends that they had not seen for a very 
long time. 
At the end of September came the news that just sanitising could cease and “proper” 
cleaning could resume … hurrah!  
A very keen regular cleaning team was quickly re-formed and a thorough cleaning regime 
was devised, the highlight of which was the two-day St Mary’s Church spring clean. No 
corner was left undisturbed and the debris of years was exposed to scrutiny!  
 
We give thanks for the blessing of the work of all those who clean inside the Church, tidy, 
mow, strim and trim outside and make their much-valued contribution to the life of St Mary’s. 
It has been wonderful that worship in church could gradually and safely return almost to how 
it was pre-Covid and the joyful celebration of Advent and Christmas in Church … with 
singing! … seemed very special this year. 


