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St Mary the Virgin, Horne 
 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Parishioners 2021 
and Annual Parochial Church Meeting 2021 

held on Tuesday 18th May 2021 at 8pm  
and held via Zoom due to the prevailing Covid-related restrictions. 

 
The Chair, Revd Nicholas Calver thanked all present for attending via Zoom and opened the meetings 
with a prayer for St Mary’s, the wider community, that we be open to each other and that God be with us 
in these meetings. 

 

Annual Meeting of Parishioners (AMoP) 2021  
 
1. As the AMoP for 2020 was held immediately prior to the AMoP for 2021 on May 18th 2021, the 

minutes for 2020 were not yet available and will be received at the 2022 AMoP. 
2. Barbara Verco stepped down as a churchwarden this year after seven years of service. Nicholas 

thanked Barbara for her work as a churchwarden over those years.                                            
Barbara Verco proposed that Sue Wates and Andrew Goudie be elected as churchwardens and 
these proposals were seconded by Michael Harvey. There being no other candidates it was 
unanimously agreed that Andrew and Sue be elected as churchwardens.  

 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 2021 

 
Revd Nicholas Calver chaired the meeting and 15 church members attended via Zoom. 
 
1. Apologies for Absence were received from Julie Mohacek, Judy Walker and Guy Wates. 
 
3. The Minutes of the last meeting.  As the APCM for 2020 was held immediately prior to the APCM 

for 2021 on May 18th 2021, the minutes for 2020 were not yet available and will be received at the 
2022 APCM. 
 

4. Matters arising from the minutes for 2020 will be received at the 2022 APCM. 
 
5. Election of members to the Parochial Church Council (PCC) 

There is currently provision for nine elected PCC members plus the churchwardens and deanery 
synod representatives who are ex officio members of the PCC. Bernard Lockley and Judy Walker 
having said that they wish to step down as PCC members, Barbara Verco proposed that the 
following be elected: Andrew Goudie, Liam Harvey, Michael Harvey, Peter Hill, Veronica Hill, Lauma 
Kazusa, Julie Mohacek and Steve Robinson. Susan Wates seconded the proposal and it was agreed 
unanimously.  
 

6. The Annual Reports for 2021 
Note: Due to the prevailing Covid-related situation all annual reports were posted on the Windmill 
United Benefice website two weeks prior to the meeting and are referred to below as “circulated on 
the Benefice website.” Paper copies of all reports will be filed with the minutes.  
 

7. Electoral Roll Report 
 The Electoral Roll report circulated on the Benefice website states that following the annual revision 

there are 64 currently on the Electoral Roll. Susan Wates proposed that we accept the Electoral Roll 
report, Barbara Verco seconded the proposal and it was agreed unanimously. Guy Wates has agreed 
to continue as our Electoral Roll Officer. Nicholas thanked Guy for his work in this role. 

 
8. Annual Report  

The annual report on the activities of the PCC and the events of the past year had been circulated on  
the Benefice website. Andrew Goudie proposed that we accept this as a true record, Steve Robinson  
seconded the proposal and it was agreed unanimously. 
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9. Treasurer’s Report 

The Treasurer’s report and accounts as at the year ending December 31st 2020 had been circulated  
on the Benefice website. The Treasurer explained that the accounts have been examined by Linda  
Whitley, the independent examiner to the PCC. The Treasurer added that although regular standing  
orders had continued over the last year, Covid restrictions meant that there had been no weekly  
collections and no income from the usual annual fundraising activities resulting in outgoings of  
£10,000 more than income. The Treasurer explained that there’s no significant increase in outgoings  
and emphasised the importance of fundraising in the future if we are to recover from the current  
situation with a need to remain aware of this challenging financial situation. The Treasurer explained  
that Parish Support Fund offers will be due soon and expects that our offer will increase in line with  
recent years. 
Peter Nye asked with regard to fundraising, how much income had been received from the sale  
of tea towels. The Treasurer replied that tea towel sales had continued over the last year with an 
 income of about £360. Lauma Kazusa added that sales of homemade preserves had also continued  
and generated some income. 
Liam Harvey proposed that we accept the accounts, Sue Wates seconded this proposal and it was  
agreed unanimously. 
Nicholas thanked Barbara Verco for her work as Treasurer.  

 

10. Independent Examiner for 2021 
David Spruce proposed that Linda Whitley should be appointed as the independent examiner to the  
PCC for 2021, Veronica Hill seconded this proposal and it was agreed unanimously. The acting  
Secretary to the PCC will send a letter of thanks to Linda Whitley. 

 

11. Churchwardens’ Report 
The report had been circulated on the Benefice website. David Spruce proposed that the report be  
accepted, this was seconded by Andrew Goudie and agreed unanimously.  
 

12.  Deanery Synod Report 
The report had been circulated on the Benefice website. Andrew Goudie proposed that the report be  
accepted, Liam Harvey seconded this and it was agreed unanimously. Barbara Verco and David  
Spruce are our representatives on the deanery synod. David Spruce explained that Eco Church had  
been on the agenda at a recent meeting and that as some deanery synod meetings are open to all he  
will tell us about such forthcoming meetings that include topics that may be of particular interest. 

 

13. Safeguarding Report 
The report had been circulated on the Benefice website. Ginette Nye proposed that we accept the  
report, this was seconded by Susan Wates and agreed unanimously. Helen Goudie and Andrew 
Goudie have agreed to continue as our Safeguarding Officers. Nicholas thanked them both for their 
work in this role.   

 

14. Music Report 
The report on the choir’s activities and achievements and those of the Windmill Songmen had been  
circulated on the Benefice website. Veronica Hill and Liam Harvey thanked Peter and Ginette for the  
wonderful Zoom choir practices that they have held over the last year explaining how important they 
have been in providing a weekly event to look forward to that helped choir members keep in touch. Other 
choir members present agreed with these sentiments enthusiastically. 

 

15. Messy Church Report 
The report had been circulated on the Benefice website. Messy Church is open to all in the Benefice  
and has continued online through this difficult year. 

 

16. Rector’s Review 
The report had been circulated on the Benefice website. Nicholas thanked all of those who have  
contributed to the life of St Mary’s during the past difficult year with special thanks to Judith Calver for  
her help and support. Nicholas commented on some aspects of his report and the extraordinary year  
that 2020 to 2021 had been. Nicholas acknowledged Judy Walker’s retirement as Secretary to the  
PCC, thanked her for her service of more than ten years and asked the acting secretary to send  
flowers on behalf of the PCC. 
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17. Any other Business 
On behalf of all present Michael Harvey thanked Nicholas for keeping us all together over the last  
difficult year and Ginette Nye added that we should celebrate Nicholas’ ministry for “keeping it all  
going”. All present voiced their enthusiastic agreement. 

 

Nicholas closed the meeting by leading us in saying the Grace. 
 
 
 

 


