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The cost of therapeutic antibody treatments, 
such as Herceptin for breast cancer, can range 
from $50,000 to $100,000 per patient per 
year. Access to more affordable alternatives 
is a priority for patients and health-care 
providers alike.

PlantForm Corporation is a Canadian company 
with a groundbreaking solution: a proprietary 
manufacturing platform that allows us to 
produce innovative therapeutic biologics as 
well as fully active, subsequent-entry versions 
of approved antibody drugs for as little as 
10 per cent of the manufacturing cost of 
brand-name products.  

How do we do it? Using greenhouse-grown 
tobacco plants and technology developed by 
Dr. J. Christopher Hall, our Chief Scientific 
Officer and the Canada Research Chair in 
Recombinant Antibody Technology.

Our plant-based process offers several 
advantages over the mammalian or 
bacterial cell cultures used to produce most 
recombinant pharmaceuticals. Our proprietary 
technology is far faster (development in weeks 
instead of many months), highly adaptable to 
new products, ultra-low cost, and potentially 
safer than traditional fermentation options.

Recombinant pharmaceuticals, also known 
as biologics, first became available in 1982. 
Biologics are on track to dominate global 
pharmaceutical sales, with the potential to 
replace small molecule drugs as market leaders 
by 2014.

Investment opportunities are now available as 
PlantForm prepares to enter this market with 
the first of several subsequent-entry-biologic 
(SEB) cancer drugs.

Our first product: SEB trastuzumab (Herceptin)
PlantForm’s first product will be an SEB version 
of Herceptin, the brand name for trastuzumab. 
The Roche Group sold $5.7-billion worth of 
Herceptin in 2010, with sales forecast to grow a 
minimum of 8 per cent a year. 

PlantForm has established in proof of principle 
studies* that our SEB trastuzumab has 
equivalent purity and activity compared to 
Herceptin, which is produced using mammalian 
cell fermentation. Our technology, using 
fast-growing tobacco plants, has unlimited 
capacity for quick scale-up and will reduce 
manufacturing costs by as much as 90 per cent.

Herceptin begins to lose patent protection in 
2014, starting in Europe.  The market potential 
for PlantForm’s SEB trastuzumab is estimated 
at $2 billion a year by 2016 and $4 billion to 
$5 billion a year by 2019.

Our pipeline also includes SEB versions of 
other drugs for cancer and inflammatory 
diseases that, with Herceptin, are forecast 
to have annual global sales in excess of 
$40 billion by 2013.

* Plant-Produced Trastuzumab Inhibits the Growth of HER2 Positive 
Cancer Cells. Grohs BM, Niu Y, Veldhuis LJ, Trabelsi S, Garabagi F, 
Hassell JA, McLean MD and Hall JC. Journal of Agricultural and Food 
Chemistry, Aug. 27, 2010

“ PlantForm is 
ideally positioned 
to meet the fast-
growing demand for 
affordable antibody 
medicines: it has 
a novel, versatile 
and scalable 
manufacturing 
platform with 
an excellent 
management team 
that can execute on 
a well thought-out 
plan.” 
Peter Pekos  
PlantForm investor 
President & CEO, 
Dalton Chemical 
Laboratories Inc.

Our plants 
grow hope.

Millions of people needlessly die from cancer every year because 
the drugs that could help them fight the disease are too expensive. 



PlantForm is currently seeking financing  
for clinical studies of our SEB trastuzumab. 

We are also pursuing a co-development 
licensing agreement with a major 
development and marketing partner from the 
biopharmaceutical sector. With this partner, we 
will launch SEB trastuzumab in world markets, 
beginning in Europe in the 2015 to 2016 
timeframe. 

PlantForm will consider a number of strategic 
options to maximize shareholder return during 
this process.

Management Team
Don Stewart, PhD, President and CEO 
President and Founder, Alba Biologics Group; 
Former Director R&D, Cangene Corporation

Ron Hosking, CA, Chief Financial Officer 
Former VP Finance & CFO, PreMD Inc. 
and LifeTECH Corporation; Former Director 
Marketing & Finance, Ortho Diagnostic 
Systems Inc.

J. Christopher Hall, PhD, Chief Scientific Officer 
Canada Research Chair in Recombinant 
Antibody Technology; Professor, School of 
Environmental Sciences, University of Guelph

Board of Directors
Mark Goldberg, PhD, C. Dir., Founder  
and Chair of the Board, PlantForm Corp. 
Founder, GlobalTox

Jim Rae, CEO, Viron Therapeutics

Warren Whitehead, former CFO, 
Arius Research 

J. Christopher Hall, PhD, CSO, Founder,  
PlantForm Corp.

Don Stewart, PhD, President and CEO, 
Founder, PlantForm Corp.

Scientific Advisory Board
J. Christopher Hall, PhD (Chair), CSO, 
PlantForm Corp.

Doug Cossar, PhD, Principal Investigator, 
Structural Genomics Consortium, University 
of Toronto

Malcolm Devine, PhD, Principal, bioQED 
Strategic Consultants Ltd.

John Hassell, PhD, Professor, Biochemistry 
& Biology; Director, Centre for Functional 
Genomics, Michael DeGroote Centre for 
Learning & Discovery, McMaster University

Steve Narod, MD, Director of the Familial 
Breast Cancer Research Unit, Women’s 
College Research Institute, Toronto

Steven Rothstein, PhD, Guelph Research 
Chair, Department of Molecular and Cellular 
Biology, University of Guelph

The PlantForm opportunity:
Proprietary technology. Versatile manufacturing platform.  
Ultra-low-cost production. Unlimited scale-up capacity.

For more information, please contact:
Don Stewart 
President and CEO 
don.stewart@ 
plantformcorp.com 
416.452.7242

1920 Yonge Street 
Suite 200  
Toronto, Ontario  
Canada M4S 3E2

An independent expert 
panel of Canadian and 
U.S. venture capitalists 
selected PlantForm as 
a leading investment 
opportunity and a 
winner in the life 
sciences category 
of Canada’s Top  
10™ Competition  
(2010 and 2008–09).

FSC Label—FULL Version (LANDSCAPE) 
A minimum height of 12 mm 
Must have an area of clear space (shown here in green) around the logo, 
equivalent to the height of the letters ‘FSC’ 
The surrounding border is required
Labels are provided in black, white, and green. 
The FSC label statements are available in multiple languages 

FSC Label—FULL Version (PORTRAIT) 
A minimum width of 17 mm. 
Must have an area of clear space (shown here in green) around the label, 
equivalent to the height of the letters ‘FSC’ 
The surrounding border is required
Labels are provided in black, white, and green. 
The FSC label statements are available in multiple languages 

FSC Label—MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS
A minimum width of 11mm. 
Can be displayed in landscape or portrait format 
Must have an area of clear space (shown here in green) around the logo, 
equivalent to the height of the letters ‘FSC’
Labels are provided in black, white, and green. 
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