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May 2022 All 
Fishermen’s 
Meeting Tour 
Recap
Over the month of May, 
UFAWU-Unifor held Part 
One of the 2022 All Fisher-
men’s Meeting Tour. 

The tour saw Union staff 
connect with harvesters 
across many areas of 
coastal B.C. including the 
Sunshine Coast, North 
Vancouver Island, Alert Bay, 
Sointula, and Bella Bella. 

While UFAWU-Unifor has 
held several All Fishermen’s 
Meetings over the recent 
past, this series was the 
most ambitious project of 
its kind organized in years 
— with Union staff holding 
a total of seven meetings 
in seven different locations 
over the span of two and a 
half weeks. 

With the purpose of bringing 
commercial fish harvest-
ers together to discuss the 
topics and issues most 
pressing to the commercial 
industry, All Fishermen’s 
Meetings are organized so 
that the discussion topics 
and the material covered 
are heavily dependent on 
the individual harvesters 
who attend them. 

At these meetings, fishery 
closures, compensation, 
hope for the future of the 
industry, and a plan to get 
us there became consistent 
discussion themes. 

UFAWU-Unifor also ac-
knowledged concerns re-
garding the many obstacles 
to entry in the industry for 
young fishermen — while 
recognizing the signifi-
cant input over the past 
few years from the young 
fishermen we do have who 
are working to remove the 
barriers they’re facing. 

UFAWU-Unifor staff pre-
sented updates including 

information on the Pacific 
Salmon Strategy Initiative; 
the outlook for salmon in 
2022; the threat of explo-
sive pinniped populations; 
the Union’s political, public, 
and harvester engagement 
work; and a message of 
unity in the face of adversity. 

Face-to-face meetings, 
like the ones held in May, 
give Union staff the oppor-
tunity to hear directly from 
harvesters while sharing 
important Union news and 
updating fishermen direct-
ly about the work done 
on their behalf. Hearing 
what matters to harvesters 
provides the Union with an 
important road map — al-
lowing the Union to prioritize 
the work that matters most 
to active commercial fisher-
men and those that repre-
sent them. 

Meetings like these have 
another purpose too: helping 
to bring UFAWU-Unifor staff 
closer to the harvesters they 
represent, in turn strengthen-
ing existing connections and 

breeding new ones. 

Those interested in attend-
ing future UFAWU-Unifor 
All Fishermen’s Meetings 
can find information on 
upcoming meetings at 
UFAWU-Unifor.org, the 
UFAWU-Unifor Facebook 
page, and by joining the 
Union’s email list (see 
UFAWU-Unifor.org to join). 

These meetings are just 
one example of the work 
that UFAWU-Unifor does on 
behalf of fishermen. Feed-
back from the Commercial 
Fish Community is that the 
work of the Union is hugely 
valuable and appreciated, 
but Union resources are 
limited and UFAWU-Unifor 
needs the help of fishermen 
to continue fighting on their 
behalf. 

The best way to support 
UFAWU-Unifor’s work is by 
becoming a member. 

Join by visiting UFAWU-Uni-
for.org or contacting Union 
staff directly at info@ufawu.
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Hazards
Survey
Conducted
By UFAWU
In response to concerns 
raised by its membership, 
UFAWU-Unifor has imple-
mented a survey aimed at 
investigating the danger-
ous problem of missing or 
non-functioning navigational 
aids in B.C. waters. 

This simple survey asks 
commercial fish harvesters 
(both UFAWU-Unifor mem-

bers and non-members) to 
report any and all naviga-
tional hazards they encoun-
ter on the water. 

Navigational hazards could 
include down-weather sta-
tions, radio dead zones, or 
out-of-commission   
weather buoys. However, 
any navigational hazard 
relevant to fishermen is 
encouraged to be reported. 

The inclusion of personal 
contact information on the 
survey is encouraged but 
not required. This informa-
tion will only be used for 
follow-up, if necessary.  

Reports will be shared with 
the appropriate government 
officials — such as the Min-
istry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure and DFO. 

Navigational hazards have 
become an increasing 
concern for UFAWU-Unifor 
with reports of hazards to 
harvesters seemingly on the 
rise. 

In May 2022, UFAWU-Uni-
for learned of potential DFO 
plans to shut down foghorns 
at Pulteney Point, Cape 
Mudge, and Chatham Point. 

Following a UFAWU-Uni-
for survey of harvesters in 

response, the Union learned 
that despite the modern 
navigational equipment that 
fishermen are equipped 
with, navigational aids like 
foghorns offer peace of 
mind and increased safety. 

As one harvester reported: 
“the removal of foghorns will 
result in deaths.” 

Commercial fishermen are 
encouraged to participate 
in the Navigational Hazard 
survey to help make BC 
waters safer for all mariners. 

Fill out the survey at 
UFAWU-Unifor.org/naviga-
tional-hazards. 

New Members At Work
UFAWU-Unifor Secretary Treasurer Guy Johnston took this 
photo of new union members who fish with him on his boat. 
The crew are pictured hard at work, packing prawns into 
tubs for sale.Tubbing prawns was almost banned by DFO 
this past year in a reinterpretation of existing regulations. 
Thanks to the work of UFAWU-Unifor and other prawn orga-
nizations, the ban did not occur and fishermen can continue 
to tub prawns. 

Have photos of UFAWU-Unifor members at work? Send 
them to info@ufawu.org! 

Union Adresses Finance Comm.
On Monday, June 13, UFAWU Business Agent Emily 
Orr addressed the Legislative Assembly of BC Finance 
Committee with priorities for the 2023 Budget. Presenting 
a theme of asks that speak to Transition and Rebuilding of 
Commercial Fisheries, Emily asked for the Committee’s 
urgent consideration of:

1. Support of Commercial Fish Harvesters: labour force adjustment programs 
for displaced harvesters, and transitional supports for harvesters to remain 
in the industry thereby sustaining infrastructure and knowledge base during 
times of forced transition.

2. Building the Future of Fisheries: increase of hatchery production and imple-
mentation of new commercial fish hatcheries.

3. Improvements to Commercial Fisheries Access Structure to Expand the 
Socio-Economic Value of BC Fisheries: Support of Owner-Operator Policy 
development, development of loan boards to reduce barriers of entry for new 
domestic owner-operator harvesters.

The Committee was deeply moved by the presentation 
and responded very positively with agreement for the 
need to invest in and support commercial fish harvesters. 
We look forward to working further with the Finance Com-
mittee to ensure that the UFAWU’s asks are well under-
stood and hopefully met with the fiscal support requested.

Visit UFAWU-Unifor.org for more information.


