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Help PROWLS 
Save Injured & 
Orphaned Birds
UFAWU-Unifor is pleased 
to announce it has 
connected with fellow 
non-profit organization 
PROWLS to help facilitate 

the use of fishery waste 
products to feed orphaned 
and injured wildlife.

The Powell River Orphaned 
and Injured Wildlife Society 
(PROWLS) is a non-profit 
organization of volunteers 
committed to the rescue, 
rehabilitation, and release 
of wild animals. 

PROWLS rescues and 
rehabilitates many 
orphaned and injured birds 
— but feeding these birds 
requires a lot of resources 
and food can be expensive.

Fishermen can help by 
redirecting their waste to 
PROWLS to be used as 
bird food.

This waste could include 
fish offal or freezer burnt/
expired seafood. These 
items may be brought to 
PROWLS any time they are 
open.

For more information, go 
to prowls.org or contact 
UFAWU-Unifor at 
info@ufawu.org.

DFO Buyback 
Timeline 
Response
Following a query by 
Union staff, UFAWU-
Unifor has received 
word from Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada on the 
current state of the 
Pacific Salmon 
Commercial Licence 
Retirement Program. 

According to DFO staff, 
the department has been 
compiling and analyzing 
feedback received 
regarding the Pacific 
Salmon Commercial 

Licence Retirement 
Program since mid-April.
DFO says they will have 
additional information 
to share regarding next 
steps on the retirement 
program “quite soon.” 

As of June 25, 2022, 
UFAWU-Unifor is yet to 
receive an official date or 
concrete answer regard-
ing the Pacific Salmon 
Commercial Licence 
Retirement Program 
timeline. 

Any information or 
updates received by 
UFAWU-Unifor will be 
shared at UFAWU-Unifor.
org and on social media.

Stay Up To 
Date On 
Salmon With
Updates From 
UFAWU-Unifor
Did you know? 

UFAWU-Unifor helps 
fishermen stay on top of 
new salmon fishery 
information and 
updates. 

By subscribing to our 
text list and following 
UFAWU-Unifor on 
social media you will 
receive relevant fishery 

notices, updates on 
environmental 
conditions, and other 
important fishery 
information. 

To join the UFAWU-
Unifor text list, email us 
at info@ufawu.org or text 
UFAWU-Unifor 
Organizer Dawn 
Webb at 778-222-8790.

Please make sure to 
include your name and 
fishery when contacting 
us.

To recieve updates on 
social media, “like” us on 
Facebook at facebook.
com/UFAWU.Unifor.



Visit UFAWU-Unifor.org for more information.

Union Sees 
Success In 
Fixed Wing 
SAR Aircraft 
Crisis
In February 2022, 
UFAWU-Unifor became 
aware of a marine safety 
crisis unfolding in British 
Columbia.

The Union learned that the 
Royal Canadian Air Force 
had recently retired its 
Buffalo search-and-rescue 
plane from service. Alarm-
ingly, a botched plan to 
replace the aircraft meant 
B.C. would soon be without 
any fixed-wing SAR air-
craft.

The replacement planes 
were delayed due to 
mechanical and technical 
issues that deemed them 
unfit for SAR missions. The 
government’s backup plan 
involved stationing Hercu-
les aircraft in B.C. “during 
the high-tempo period in 
the summer” while holding 

“response posture from 
their home base at 17 
Wing Base during periods 
of low-operational-tempo.”

This plan would have put 
the lives of B.C. fishermen, 
who operate well outside of 
said “high-tempo periods,” 
in jeopardy — along with 
all mariners travelling the 
West Coast.

In response to this deep-
ly concerning news, 
UFAWU-Unifor raised its 
concerns with the Minister 
of Defence, Commissioner 
of Coast Guard, and DFO, 
asking for an immediate 
resolution that would see 
fixed-wing SAR capability 

returned to full-time station-
ing.

The letter from UFAWU 
highlighted not only the 
danger that a lack of prop-
er SAR aircraft would pose 
to B.C. fishermen and 
mariners but the potential 
shortfall and neglect of ad-
herence to an international 
agreement on SAR aircraft 
readiness.

The International Conven-
tion on Maritime Search 
and Rescue dictates that 
“Parties to the Convention 
are required to ensure that 
arrangements are made 
for the provision of ade-
quate SAR services in their 

coastal waters.”

Now, following 
UFAWU-Unifor’s research, 
outreach, and follow-up 
on this matter, the Union 
has learned that a C-130 
Search And Rescue Her-
cules Aircraft has been 
delivered to the Canadian 
Armed Forces Base in 
Comox.

UFAWU-Unifor is grateful 
to be able to share this 
news with fishermen and 
all B.C. mariners. The re-
turn of this SAR aircraft to 
Comox is a great relief 
and equates to lives 
saved and tragedies 
averted.

How Much Do 
You Spend On 
Fuel Per Year?
In support of a push to 
exempt B.C. fish 
harvesters from motor 

fuel tax and carbon tax, 
we’re asking for esti-
mates on annual fuel 
expenses.  

All other Canadian 
Provinces provide ex-
emption for their fish 

harvesters, and in
BC it could save 
fishermen an estimated 
$.16/liter.  

There is a data gap in 
particular for gillnetters – 
if you’re willing to share 

your average annual fuel 
cost info, please get in 
touch.

Contact UFAWU-
Unifor Business Agent 
Emily Orr at 
bagent@ufawu.org.


