
Union 
Welcomes 
Crab Assn
As First 
Member 
Assn
UFAWU-Unifor is very hap-
py to welcome the Area A 
Crab Association as its first 
Member Association.  

The Dungeness crab 
fishery is one of the most 
valuable fisheries in the 
Pacific Region, and Area 
A (Hecate Strait) makes 
up the largest percentage 
of the total crab fleet — 
both in number of active 
harvesters and in terms of 
landings.  

Area A Crab Association 
representatives have been 
highly active in advocat-
ing for the fleet and the 
resource. Area A repre-

sentatives and the fleet 
were also instrumental in 
funding, developing, and 
utilizing the first Electronic 
Monitoring (EM) system in 
Canadian fisheries. They 
participate in a ghost gear 
retrieval program and 
scientific monitoring pro-
gram that is integral to the 
sustainable management 
of the fishery and healthy 
crab stocks. 

BC’s commercial fishing in-
dustry is undergoing some 
of its most challenging 
times, and active harvest-
ers are the ones enduring 
the brunt of it. 

UFAWU-Unifor began 
when separate harvester 
organizations joined to-
gether to become the Unit-
ed Fishermen’s Federal 
Union (UFFU) as they real-
ized that in unity, they were 
stronger and able to have 
more influence in the de-
cisions that impacted their 
livelihoods. From there, 
the UFFU and the union 
representing shoreworkers 

joined together and the 
UFAWU was formed.  

In the past decade, we 
have seen commercial 
fishing fleets and harvest-
ers lose access to our 
livelihoods, with DFO man-
agement decisions becom-
ing increasingly based on 
politics rather than sound 
science, while we are used 
as scapegoats for their 
failures.  

With that in mind, and look-
ing both to our past and 
our future, UFAWU-Unifor 
leadership made the deci-
sion to open membership 

to interested harvester 
associations — offering 
solidarity and working 
together in a united front to 
ensure that we see com-
mercial fishing survive as 
a way of life and that we all 
have access to sustainably 
caught wild seafood for 
generations to 
come.  

It is UFAWU-Unifor’s 
sincere hope that the Area 
A Crab Association is the 
first of many new Member 
Associations, and we 
welcome the hard and 
rewarding work to come!
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Visit UFAWU-Unifor.org for more information.

Photo credit: Chelsey Ellis



Area E
Trap
Realloca-
tion
Without
Compensa-
tion
By Chelsey Ellis

On December 2, 2021, 
without any proper consul-
tative process, Dungeness 

crab industry represen-
tatives received a letter 
regarding the intent to 
reallocate 50% of the 
existing inside commercial 
fishery in Area E
and 25% of the outside 
fishery to the five Nuu chah 
nulth Nations without any 
immediate mitigation or
compensation in place for 
harvesters. 

This has been the top prior-
ity for the BC Crab Fish-
ermen’s Association, with 
potential repercussions 
for the entire commercial 
fishing industry if these 
harvesters are

not properly compensated.

The BCCFA has done a 
media and political out-
reach campaign. Four 
Members of Parliament 
spoke up on
the issue in the House of 
Commons and questioned 
the Fisheries Minister on it. 

The BCCFA has formed a
working group with the Five 
Nations with the commit-
ment to work together on 
common issues. Both par-
ties were disappointed with 
the lack of timely, transpar-
ent and collaborative con-
sultation and engagement

around the Area E Tofino 
trap allocations for the 2022 
season. The reallocation 
took place on April 1st with
a phased-in approach 
(30% inside and 19% 
outside), with the remaining 
allocation coming into effect 
next
year. 

Harvesters still do not have 
a timeline on when com-
pensation will occur. DFO 
would need to buy 16
crab licenses in Area E 
Tofino to offset the amount 
reallocated to the Five 
Nation’s Rights-Based-
Fishery.

Update
On Fish 
Harvester 
EI 
Assistance
UFAWU-Unifor has heard 
from many fishermen re-
garding multiple issues with 
access to 

employment insurance.

There are two common 
issues. 

One, a denial of claims de-
spite EI posting that fisher-
men could be eligible using 
a reach-back to 2019. 

UFAWU-Unifor has since 
found out that they “made 
a mistake by not clarifying 
that if reach-back had been 
used previously, it could not 
be used again.”

And two, Fishermen being 
told that they received over-
payment for their claims 
and that they will have to 
repay the overage.

The Prince Rupert Unem-
ployed Centre Society ad-
vocates have been working 
with fishermen to resolve 
EI claim issues within their 
catchment area.

For a full list of advocacy 
offices to contact for help 
in dealing with these, or 

other, problems relating to 
EI claims in other areas, 
go to: ufawu-unifor.org/
fish-harvester-ei-assis-
tance-update, or contact 
us at info@ufawu.org.

NOTE: Not all advocates 
are as familiar with 
Harvester-specific claims. 
It is recommended to let 
them know they can con-
tact the Prince 
Rupert Unemployed 
Centre Society to ask for 
advice, if needed.

Visit UFAWU-Unifor.org for more information.

UFAWU
Member 
Sign-Up
Simplified

UFAWU-Unifor has 
recently made joining the 
union faster and simpler. 

Fishermen interested in 
becoming members of 
UFAWU-Unifor can now sign 
up using a short online form.

Once the form is 
completed, UFAWU-Unifor 
staff will send you 
everything you need to join 
the Union. This 
includes a membership 
package and membership 
application card either by 

email or physical mail.  

This form, along with up-to-
date UFAWU-Unifor 
information and news, can 
be found at 
ufawu-unifor.org. 


