
In case you haven't heard the good news, Presiding Bishop Michael Curry will 
be attending the Northern Diocesan Convention at VU September 30 through 
October 2. As part of his visit, he will celebrate Mass at St. Andrews at 9am 
on October 2. Please look for emails and check the website for updates. 

In the summer of 2018, Presiding Bishop Michael Curry introduced the church to the Way 
of Love: Practices for Jesus-centered Life. This rule of living as the Episcopal Branch of the 
Jesus Movement is the focus of ministry within the Episcopal Diocese of Northern Indiana 
and is the theme of the 121st Diocesan Convention.  

St. Andrew’s will be involved throughout the weekend, hosting a dinner for clergy and 

providing greeter and guides. Preparations are already underway and range from making 

sure that the building and grounds look their best to making sure that the technology for 

the livestream Mass are in place. 
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The Newsletter for St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
     Worship Christ  +  Grow Together  +  Serve Others 

Bishop Curry to Celebrate Mass at St. Andrew’s                                        

 Friday, September 30 

3:30-5:30pm - Clergy Conversa-

tion w/ Bishop Curry 

Diocesan Staff, Clergy, Postulants, 

and Candidates     

(St. Andrew’s) 

4-6 pm - Clergy Dinner                    

  (St. Andrew’s) 

7-8:30 pm - Hymn Sing at VU—

Harre Union Ballroom 

All are welcome!                                         

Saturday, October 1 

9-10:30 am  – Opening Eucharist w/ 

Bishop Curry 

All are welcome!                         

(Resurrection Chapel, VU) 

10:30-11:30 am  – Convention Check

-In  (Harre Union) 

11:30 – 12:30  -  Lunch 

Delegates, guests, & exhibitors who 

purchased lunch      (Harre Ballrooms) 

12:30-4:30 pm – Diocesan Conven-

tion Business Meeting (Harre Union) 

Sunday, October 2 

9-10:30am Holy Eucharist 

with Bishop Curry at  

St. Andrew’s 

Reception to follow 

(parishioners are asked to 

bring a “finger-food” dessert 

to share)     

All are welcome!   

                           

Saturday, Sept. 17 @ 5:30pm and Sunday, Sept. 18th @ 8am & 10am 

Join us to celebrate Fr. Roger Bower’s time with us.  Bishop  Sparks will attend the 5:30pm     
service on 9/17 to celebrate ‘A Service for the Ending of a Pastoral Relationship and Leave-
Taking from a Congregation’.  

A light reception will be held after each of the services on this weekend so plan to stay for 
fellowship. The church will  present a gift to Fr. Roger, and a book has also been created 
for you to share your thoughts and best wishes. It can be found on the table in the Gather-
ing Space. 

Read Fr. Roger’s final Relevant Remarks on page 2.  

Celebration of Fr. Roger’s Ministry with Us 

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love/invitation


Dear Friends in Christ,  

For the past 12 ½ years, I have had the privilege and honor of serving as your Pastor here at  St. Andrew’s.  
My time with you has been filled with abundant joy and blessing.  However, after much thought and pray-
er, I have decided that my time with you has now come to a close.  

In October, I will be moving away to begin a new ministry, serving as a pastor of an Episcopal church in 
Littleton, Colorado.   

Please know that I do not make this decision lightly, and be assured that my decision is not a reflection of 
you or my feelings toward you. Instead, this decision comes from leading by the Holy Spirit and a deep-
seated need for a fresh start – for you as a church family, my family, and me.  

I became aware of this feeling this spring when our leadership teams began having conversations about 
the future of St. Andrew’s.  Every spring, we talk about the future of children and youth ministry, the fu-
ture of our worship, the future of outreach ministries, and our plans for the future growth of our church 
community.  Amid those conversations, for the first time since being with you, I could not see that vision.  
Simply put, especially in these unique times, you deserve a leader with a clear and exciting So, with the 
blessings and support of Bishop Sparks and his staff, I  believe I should share this decision with you today.   

When I began with you 12 years ago, I knelt before you during our worship services and asked you to for-
give me in advance for those times when I would not live up to your expectations as your pastor.  So, as I 
did 12 years ago, with a humble heart, I ask that you forgive me.  Forgive me for when I did not live into 
the ideal pastor you needed.  Forgive me for those times when I fell short.   Forgive me for my faults and 
failings.  And, above all, for those of you who feel hurt by my decision or feel that I am abandoning you or 
the St. Andrew’s family – I ask that you forgive me.   

Now…I’ll be with you through the month of September.  I know that this time may seem awkward.  Hope-
fully, it will give us time and space to share our feelings.  To laugh, cry, and grieve with one another.  We’ll 
also ask the Lord to provide us with a sense of hope and promise for the future – yours and mine.  On Sat-
urday, September 17th, during the 5:30 pm service, Bishop Sparks will join us for a ceremony of a transition 
of leadership.   

In the midst of all this, please know that your Vestry is already working hard to find a suitable replacement 
to serve as the next Rector of St. Andrew’s.  Please know that I move from you filled with a deep love for 
you and profound gratitude that you blessed my life by sharing yours with me.   

With all my love and prayers for you in the future,  

Roger + 

Rector’s Final Relevant Remarks 

Outreach Ministry Meeting 
Sunday, Sept. 11th at  9:00am 

in the Gathering Space 
The Outreach Ministry here at St. Andrew’s. 

 met to discuss upcoming events, and how to  

distribute remaining funds in the Outreach      

account.  (See pg. 6)  Any questions, please 

contact Jennie Brock 

 at outreach@standrewsvalpo.org. 

mailto:outreach@standrewsvalpo.org


DISCIPLESHIP 

Sundays @ 11:15 am  in-person and 
on Zoom                                                              
‘Reading Revelation Responsibly                                                                          
Confused by all these strange I mages, 
symbols, and numbers? Join us as we 
learn how to read and understand this 
extraordinary book of hope.                                                                        
Tuesday Men’s Bible Study weekly @ 
7:00 am in person 
“The Other Books: A study of Ancient 
Gospels”  
Come for fellowship and study as we 
discover the many different stories of 
Jesus in ancient times. 
 

Weekly on Wednesday at 6:30 on 
Zoom.  
Evening Prayer followed by 
Current Study: “Digging for Truth”, an 
archeological journey through the 
Holy Land and the Middle East 
 
 

Morning Prayer 
Join Fr. Roger weekly on Mondays thru Thursdays at 
9:00am on our Facebook page 
 
 
 
 

Please click the Community Groups slider on our website homepage to get the Zoom links. 

Dear Parish Family, 

I've often been told that God's voice is heard in still, quiet moments. I experienced this 
back in 2003 while volunteering at our Erie Street church. I clearly heard God's call to apply 
for the position of Parish Administrator. My story here at St. Andrew's is a story of God 
working in my life. And it's a love story. I have been humbled, proud, and it has been a 
great honor to serve Fr. Roger, Fr. Patrick, and our church family over the years.  I loved 
and have received love from many of you, and my life has been enriched by the relation-
ships I've formed. Answering God's call was truly one of the greatest gifts I've ever           
received. Which brings me to today. Recently in a quiet moment, I again clearly heard the 
 voice of God say to me, "Janice, it's time." It took me a few minutes and several deep breaths, but I sat back 
and thought, Yes, God, you're right. It is time to pass this gift on to someone else. I hope I served you well. I 
am grateful for all the love and support you have given me over the years. This church will always be home 
to Ken and me, and we’re excited to see what God has in store for our retirement!  From my heart to yours 
~ Janice Martinek 

  Outdoor Worship Continues 
For as long as weather and shorter days permit,  worship in 
the pavilion will continue at the 5:30 Saturday and 8 am Sun-
day services.  

Bring your lawn chair and worship God surrounded by His 
creation.   

Audio/Visual Volunteers Needed  
Every week our Sunday 10am worship      services are 
streamed live on YouTube. A volunteer(s) is needed 
to learn the equipment and monitor the live-stream 
weekly on Sunday mornings. Trust us, it’s not nearly 
as intimidating as it looks! No prior experience is 
needed. Summer is a great time to learn, and train-
ing is provided. Please discuss with Fr. Roger any 
questions you may have about this ministry.  



Greetings to the St. Andrews Family.  We are so fortunate to have the Most Rev. Michael 
Curry visiting Valparaiso the first weekend in October for the Northern Indiana Diocesan 
Convention.  We are especially blessed to have him celebrating Holy Eucharist on Sunday, 
October 2, at 9:00 am.  We hope our entire Parish family and community will join us to 
share this special time with Bishop Curry. 

As you know, October 2 will be a bittersweet day because it is also the last day we will 
have Fr. Roger with us.  As he and his family move to their next chapter at St. Gregory’s in Littleton, Colora-
do, we offer our profound thanks for his outstanding leadership and dedication to St. Andrews.  His tenure 
is marked with significant accomplishments, which have helped create the strong, vibrant place we call our 
church home. 

As any number of leaders have iterated over the millennia, there is but one constant in the world: change.  
Psalm 32 says, “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go: I will counsel you with my loving 
eye on you.”  With the Lord’s guidance and the talents and energy of our parishioners, we have already be-
gun the transition process.  The Diocese and the Vestry are working together to find an Interim priest or 
group of supply priests to serve during the transition period.  The Vestry has already met with Canon Terri 
Bays from the Diocesan office. On September 8, the Vestry, Bishop Sparks, and Canon Terri met to solidify 
the search process further. You all will have the opportunity to offer insight on, reflections, and suggestions 
for the future of St. Andrews as the process proceeds.  Because of our parish family's devotion and strength, 
I know we will successfully navigate these next months.   

Blessings, 

Allison Cath 

 

IMPORTANT UPDATE FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN 

JR. WARDEN / BUILDING & GROUNDS 

Since the last report, there have been several significant projects that have been com-
pleted. The four air conditioners that service the administration wing and half of the 
gathering space have been replaced and he matching furnaces were replaced earlier in 
the year. The HVAC units for the sanctuary are scheduled to be replaced in 2023. 

The sections of concrete sidewalk in front of the church that were cracked and pushed 
up and causing a trip hazard have all been replaced.  

___The manhole drain in the parking lot has been raised, and a concrete pad around it has 
been installed. The traffic cones will remain in place until the pad has cured. 

The rain barrel has been installed and has tested well. 

A contract for sealing and striping the parking lot has been signed and will be completed before the Pre-
siding    Bishop’s visit. The seal-coat contractor will try to work around our weekday schedule; however, 
there will be a   couple of days when we will have to limit where we park, and probably one day when we 
will not be able to enter the parking lot. The weekend schedule should not be affected. 

   Several items will require attention in preparation for the Presiding Bishop’s visit. A list is posted on the 
kiosk in the gathering space for a work day on Saturday, September 17. Anyone willing to help, please 
sign up.  

Rich Kado 

Rich Kado 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

Happy back to school! We would like to invite all children ages 4 to 5th grade to our wel-
come back get-together Sunday, September 11 at 9am. Just a meet and greet to get our 
Godly Play year started.  
Godly Play will meet every Sunday at 9am in the Children's Wing. We will learn about 
the Old and New Testament using hands-on learning materials. Any questions, please 
contact Jen Rodd at sun-

YOUTH GROUP 

Fr. Roger is thrilled to announce that Dawn Martinek has assumed the leadership of Jr. 
& Sr. High Youth Ministry. Dawn has a passion for our children, young & old, and a deep 
love of the Lord. Dawn and the Youth are meeting monthly on Thursday evenings from 
6:00-8:30pm. 

Wow!  What a great kickoff we had to revamp our Youth Ministry. We enjoyed a water 
day, an evening at Zao Island, and  created Prayer Bags for Rittenhouse. All youth 6th 
grade to 10th grade are welcome to join us .  Mance Parks has graciously offered to lead bible stories for 
the Youth, and we’ll do more philanthropy and fun activities like going to Zao Island, etc.   Thank you to 
Dawn and  Mance for their leadership in this vital ministry.    Our next gathering will be on Sept. 22nd.  
Please contact Dawn Martinek at youthgroup@st.andrewsvalpo.org,  if you’d like your ’youth’ to partici-

pate.  

mailto:sundayschool@st.andrewsvalpo.org


OUTREACH 

 Jennie Brock 

I love sand, water, and boats, so I am sometimes a little sad when cooler weather 
arrives and the leaves start changing. Still, I always look forward to the new energy 
that fall brings to our Outreach mission.  We kicked off the fall with an Outreach 
Ministry meeting on Sunday, September 11th at 9:00 am in the Gathering Space., 
wherein we discussed fall/winter projects, as well as budget expenditures.  

Our annual Pet Blessing will take place at 2 pm on September 25.   I understand our local pet     
shelters are running low on a few items.  Donations of the following would be most welcome and 
donations may be brought immediately: 
  Canned dog or cat food   Heavy-duty dog leashes 
  Paper towels     Trash bags  - large and tall kitchen size 
  Bleach or spray bleach cleaners  Laundry detergent 
In connection with Creation Sunday, we will partner with Jen Rodd's Girl Scout troop to plant trees 
on the church property on Sat., Oct. 8th @ 10:00am.  Stay tuned to the announcements for more 
information! 

To honor Presiding Bishop Michael Curry during his October 2 visit to St. Andrew's, we will join the 
Diocese of Northern Indiana in collecting contributions to the  Absalom Jones Fund for Episcopal 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs). Vorhees College (Denmark, SC) and St.           
Augustine's University (Raleigh, NC) were founded after the Civil War to provide educational oppor-
tunities for formerly enslaved people. “HBCUs” are essential engines of justice, equity, and social 
mobility," Curry said. "They provide high-quality  education to students whose backgrounds and  
experiences may not have prepared them well for college success. They nurture talent that may 
have otherwise been discouraged by obstacles."  
We will begin receiving donations by check or online immediately. Make checks payable to  "The    
Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society" or make an online donation  on our website (indicate  
‘Absalom Jones’ for each) or online at iam.ec/givehbcu, or text GIVEHBCU to 41444. For more       
information, visit https://www.episcopalchurch.org/development/hbcu/. 

Finally, the monthly PADS ministry hosted by our neighbors at the First Presbyterian Church will resume in 
October.  St. Andrew's will provide and serve a meal to homeless men on the third Wednesday evening of 
each month through March for approx. 10 men. The Outreach Ministry will host the Oct. 19th dinner, so we 
ask you to sign-up your ministry team, families, or individuals at the kiosk for upcoming months .   

           HOSPITALITY 

Coffee Hour:  We are still in need of a volunteer for clean-up the 3rd Sunday of the month 
after the 10AM service.  Please call or text me if you would be willing or able to  volunteer. 

Please remember to bring a ‘finger-food’ dessert to the 9am worship service on Oct. 2nd.  

Thank you ~ Chris Kado, Hospitality Ministry, 219-873-4875 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

Thursday, Sept. 15th 
1:00pm - 7:00pm 

in the Gathering Space 
Please register at www.redcross.org 

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/development/hbcu
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/development/hbcu/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014t4qEO-uAoTcXAx8BzmUXyQupXLTdqCVQswvsldwv-FH6cp95o5YicBWkp0XeTwcuHNvZODalRqDbGuv5kelpkPZgkpxy99ZRf0dDeXeSlxEhqs2k3PLCsNKWRuhR0DwTWBdHcue83Qg3s48aYURpQ==&c=6PrllOI3OeQfuBORU_s79RY6W0W6Mg91TVnN7eVIYqjzikNoUSRMhg==&ch=-7yoLNo9dFx3


Image courtesy of Mgeurts /Creative Commons 

The Altar Guild is looking for help to make certain that everything is      

sparkling for the Presiding Bishop’s visit. Join them 9/17  at 8 am to polish 

silver, brass, and glass,  and to make sure altar cloths and the rest are    

pristine. 

The Altar Guild is one of those ministries which happens to be looking for 

more volunteers.  Our current ministry team takes turns setting up the   

altar for the weekly worship services in which they attend. so if you’ve 

been curious about the Altar Guild, and you have the spiritual gift of 

‘service’, we invite you to try this out.  Talk to either Bette Zbuka or 

Michelle Klemczak, the Altar Guild Ministry Leaders, to learn more. 

altarguild@standrewsvalpo.org      

      

ALTAR GUILD 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

 St Andrew's Episcopal Church - July 2022 Financial Results  
  

General Operating Fund (OPS)  
      

 2022  

 Actual Budget 
Net 

 

 July YTD YTD  

Income $22,710 $190,137 $178,133 $12,004   

Expenses $27,678 $179,348 $177,560 -$1,788  

net ($4,968) $10,789  $573     

      

      

Balance Sheet - Checking Accounts balance $124,827   

      

      

“Growing in Grace” Fund (GIG)   

      

Balance Sheet - Cash Available  $10,837   

Note: After Paying     

 Concrete  (sidewalk & drain repair) $8,382   

 (4) AC Units  $21,000   

 Parking Lot (Patching, sealing, striping) $9,700   

      

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:Mgeurts&action=edit&redlink=1


Birthdays & Anniver-

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 
9/2 Megan Myers 
9/4 Brent Ruggaber 
9/5 Leila Martinek 
9/6 Chris Casson 
9/7 Laurie Sendera 
9/7 Bette Zbuka 
9/10 Jack Houser 
9/11 Linda Goble 
9/11  Janet Gulbranson 
9/13 Candice Korbel 
9/15  Johnny Foster 
9/15 Bud Hood 
9/19 Dave Brock 
9/19 Teagan Myers 
9/20 Shirley Hudgins 
9/22 Tari Parks 
9/23 Sheryl Ruggaber 
9/25 Harley Snyder 
9/26 Charles Foster 
9/28 Jim Conrick 
9/28 Bill Meeker 
9/29 Kim Tolliver 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
 
10/1 Barb Figolah 
10/1 Elaine Griffin 
10/2 Katy Hamilton 
10/3 Karen Paupp 
10/4 Jack Brink 
10/7  Shelby Ruggaber 
10/8  Christopher Bower 
10/8 Paul Nelson 
10/8 Joseph Sederstrom 
10/13 Mike Hynek 
10/13 Judith Leatherman 
10/16 Megan Summers 
10/17 Jennie Brock 
10/17  Pamela McBridge 
10/18 Jill Ritchie 
10/19 Nancy Seeley 
10/20 Susan Foster 
10/20 Jason Myers 
10/21 Theresa Argueta 
10/23 Becky Ames 
10/24 Missy Parks 
10/25 Jesse Harper 
10/26 Bob Jacobs 
10/28 Umberto Devany 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

9/13 Beth & Scott Sederstrom (8) 
9/25 Brent & Sheryl Ruggaber (18) 
9/28 Suzie Devine (59) 
9/30 John & Betty Zbuka (50) 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

10/2 Umberto & Lisa Devany (19) 
10/4 Jim & Sarah Colias (36) 
10/5       Jason & Megan Myers (20) 
10/7  Doug Porritt & Tonnie Carter (26) 
10/16  Ken & Janice Martinek (41) 
10/17  Stu & Megan Summers (41) 

ST. ANDREW’S 16th ANNUAL 
BLESSING OF THE PETS 

 

September 25 
2 PM 

Church Parking Lot 
 

Donations for local animal shelters are welcome. 

10am Parishioners ~ We Need You.  Especially those of you 
who attend the 10am worship service fairly regularly  At this 
time we only have one Greeter for this service, so the need 
for a couple more greeters/ushers is vital to welcome parish-
ioners with a warm greeting and smile when they  arrive at 
church. As a Greeter, you're also asked to usher at the time 
of the Offertory by passing the collection plate and bringing 
it forward to the altar. Training for this ministry is provided, 
Won't you please learn more about this ministry ~ contact 
Toni Sanchez at 
layministers@standrewsvalpo.org. Thank you. 

mailto:layministers@standrewsvalpo.org


St. Andrew’s Staff, Vestry, and Ministry Leaders 

Fr. Roger Bower, Rector  

                       Janice Martinek, Parish Secretary     

Barb Janulis/Dawn Martinek, Finance  

Regina Bluell, Karen Muchesko, Offerings 
Nancy Seeley, Sexton  

     Vestry              Lay Ministry Leaders   

 Allison Cath, Sr. Warden    Altar Guild:         Michelle Klemczak/  

 Rich Kado, Jr. Warden              Bette Zbuka   
 Tom Muchesko, Treasurer   Audio/Visuals:     Brian Bartniczak/  

 Linda Halas, Clerk               Jonathan Bis/Valerie Schlink

 Tim Ames      Card Ministry:      Debbie Dever  

 Salena Anderson     Christian Ed:        Jennifer Rodd  

 Kandyce Kraus Hannon    Hospitality:          Christine Kado  

 Pam Harris      Intercessory Prayer:  Karen Muchesko   

 Jeff Klemczak     Music:          Jeanne Foster  

 Mance Parks      Newcomers/Safety/      

       Lay Ministers:        Toni Sanchez  

       Outreach:            Jennie Brock  

       Crier Newsletter:     Linda Cronk   

PARISH SECRETARY POSITION 

Janice Martinek, our church administrator, will be retiring at the end of October.  We are beginning 
our search for her successor.  If you are interested in this position, or know of someone who might be    
interested, please contact vestry@standrewsvalpo.org or Sr. Warden Allison Cath at 765-721-0088.  

mailto:vestry@standrewsvalpo.org


St .  Andrew’s  Episcopal   Church 

505 Bullseye Lake Road 
Valparaiso, IN 46383 

 
Change Service Requested 

Join us weekly for worship services 
Saturday @ 5:30pm   +    Sunday @ 8:00am   +   Sunday @ 10:00am 

 

ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
505 BULLSEYE LAKE ROAD   ●  VALPARAISO   INDIANA    46383  ●  219-462-4946 

     WWW.STANDREWSVALPO.ORG  ●  OFFICE@STANDREWSVALPO.ORG 
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