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The Newsletter for St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
Rector’s Relevant Remarks!
Dear friends in Christ,
Welcome to this "restart edition" to our church newsletter, "The Crier".
Since the start of the pandemic in the spring of last year, almost all of
our communication has been shared electronically. Realizing that many
of us are experiencing an overload of electronic communication, we
thought it would be helpful to use the Crier as an additional vehicle for
information.
Fr. Roger Bower
As you can see in this edition of the Crier, we have many wonderful opportunities for worship,
discipleship, fellowship, and outreach. Our hope is that you will come to know that you belong
and that you have something to share with our community. You'll also be informed of upcoming
activities and programs that you will find enjoyable and inspiring. I know that these past
months have been challenging for many of us, but I am filled with hope as I read the words of 1
Peter 1:6:
"In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer
grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith
- of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire - may result in
praise, glory, and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed".
May you be filled with joy and hope as you journey with us at St. Andrew's.
In the powerful name of the Risen Christ,
Roger

*******************************************************
LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS NEEDED for Our
Saturday Worship Services
Have you felt a call to serve alongside the Priest during the worship service?
If so, there is a great need for additional LEMs at the 5:30pm worship
service on Saturdays. During the Eucharist (Holy Communion), the Lay
Eucharistic Minister assists the priest by offering wine to the parishioners.
Training is provided, and renewable licenses are granted from the Diocese for a 3-year period. If
you attend this service regularly, and would like to serve in this ministry, or learn more about it,
please reply to this email or contact Fr. Roger.

EVANGELISM AND OUTREACH
The Outreach Ministry has requested, and the Vestry has approved, the following amounts to
donate:
• $500.00 to the Episcopalian Migration Ministries
• $500.00 to the Episcopalian Relief and Development
• $500.00 as discretionary funds to help those in need who come to the church office. Gift
cards to grocery stores, etc. will most likely be given (not cash).

CREATION MASS w/STUFFED PET BLESSING
This weekend we will celebrate God’s good creation and our
place in it as grateful stewards of the world God has made,
and as a reminder that
we are all created in
God’s image. We thank
you for your donations
of stuffed animals for
both First Responders,
and social workers
through the United
Way’s “I Need a Hug” program, for elementary children in
crisis.

15TH ANNUAL PET BLESSING
Free Community Event
This Sun., Oct. 3rd / 2:00-2:30pm
Our pets are a blessing to us, and we want to offer them a
blessing also on this special Feast of St. Francis. We invite
you to bring your cats, dogs, gerbils, ~ any household pets
~ to this free community event at
St. Andrew’s
parking lot. There we will have an outdoor time of blessing
on the church grounds, or if you prefer to stay in your car,
we ask that you line up in front of the church for your
beloved companion/s to receive a personal blessing from
Fr. Roger right at your car.
The following donations will be appreciated for The Porter Co. Animal Shelter: hand
sanitizer, paper towels, laundry detergent (any brand), bleach, Pup-eroni’s or Zuke’s mini natural
treats (any flavor), Pedigree “Chopped” dog food, Friskie’s Bits or Classic Pate canned cat food,
Creamy peanut butter (Skippy, Jif, or Peter Pan brands only). You may bring your donations to
the Pet Blessing, or have your selections sent directly to the shelter via the following link:
https://www.portercountyanimalshelter.org/176/Wish-List
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Mission: The mission of the Commission on Creation Care is...bring resources together, focal
point, creation library, foster an awareness of our connectedness to the earth, enable
congregations to help steward the earth. Parishioner Pam Harris is a member of this Commission.
Vision: Our vision is that people of our faith communities of the Diocese of Northern
Indiana will...increase awareness, decrease use of Styrofoam, creation audit, explore other
sources of energy.
The earth is the Lord s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it; for God
has founded it on the seas and established it on the rivers.
Psalm 24:1-2.

Creation Care in the Episcopal Church is based on understanding ourselves to be stewards of
what belongs, not to us, but to God. Stewardship of creation therefore demands that we "seek to
heal, defend, and work toward justice for all God's creation and to respect the kinship and
connection of all that God created through education, advocacy, and action." The people of the
Episcopal Diocese of Northern Indiana engage in Creation Care through a variety of activities.
For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink; I was a stranger
and you invited me in. Matthew 25:35
Once again several local
churches are being asked to
take on the ministry of feeding
local homeless men every weeknight during the months of October
through April.
St. Andrew’s has been asked to host and
prepare a meal for the 4th Wednesday in each of these months at
First Presbyterian Church (across the street from our church.) As
has been done in the past, we’d like to suggest that different
ministries (Altar Guild, Lectors, Choir, etc.) and/or families pick
one of the Thursdays to fully host a meal for the men. More details will be forthcoming, and a
sign-up sheet will be placed on the kiosk at church for those who attend in-person worship. If
you do not attend in-person, but would like to participate in this Outreach ministry, please contact
Ministry Leader Jennie Brock at jennieb21310@yahoo.com or 219-241-5523. May God grant
us strength to serve, love and care for people, particularly those in need…the hungry, the cold
and those seeking shelter.
****************************************************************************
• All Saints Day - We will remember the saints of our hearts on the weekend of Nov. 6/7.
If you have lost a loved one this past year, please place their names in our Book of Life
which will be displayed in mid-October, and we will remember them by name.
• Veterans’ Day -On Nov. 13/14, we will honor and thank Veterans who have
served our nation. If you have a loved one who has served, bring their picture to
the church office before Nov. 6 for our annual powerpoint presentation.

Feast of the Harvest: Weekend of October 30/31
In this season of harvest and of thanksgiving, it serves us well to remember
from whom and through whom all good things come: the Creator, Jesus
Christ. The Greek word that we use for Holy Communion is "eucharist,"
which simply means, "thanksgiving." While we set aside this season of the
year to offer special "thanks," we annually celebrate the Harvest by asking for
donations of fresh produce, (such as oranges, apples, potatoes, squash, beans, etc.) , which we
will do on the weekend of October 30/31 for the patrons of the Christian Food Pantry.

ADULT EDUCATION
• Sundays @ 10:15 am Current Study: “Jesus: Who is this man?”.
Please join us each Sunday morning either in person or virtually by
Zoom for 45 minutes of in-depth Bible Study and fellowship.
• Tuesdays @ 7:00 am Men’s Bible Study: Current Study:
“Deuteronomy: Moses ’last words” In-person at church Men of all
ages are invited to join us for a delicious breakfast and a powerful study
of God’s Word. Throughout the year, we study various books of the
Bible, as well as use popular discipleship lessons to address the
important issues that men face on a daily basis.

• 2nd & 4th Tuesdays @ 7:00pm (beginning Sept. 14th) Book Review
and Discussion Current book study: Essay by Wendall Berry:
“Christianity and the Survival of Creation.” Everyone is invited to
join in our ongoing Book Discussion Group on Zoom.. This group meets
to discuss a book of interest. Topics include prayer, spirituality,
theology, and current events.
• Weekly on Wednesday @ 6:30pm Midweek Encounter on Zoom
Need to refuel around the midpoint of your week? Join us each
Wednesday evening for worship and fellowship. We’ll celebrate Holy
Eucharist followed by Bible Study.
• Thursdays @ 2:00pm Worship Service & Bible Study with our
friends at Pines Village Retirement Community Current Study:
“Ted Talks about important issues of today” All are welcome to join us
and our friends at Pines Village on Zoom weekly for a 30-minute virtual

worship service on Zoom (link above), for conversation about current
issues as well as Bible Study.
• Women’s Bible Study Thursdays starting October 7th @ 7:00 p.m.
on “The Rock, the Road, and the Rabbi”: Women of all ages are invited
to join us for an engaging study of God’s Word. We’ll meet each
Thursday night for fellowship and study. In Person or on Zoom

NEWCOMERS
Newcomer Coffee - October 16/17, after each of the services. Welcome
all newcomers, both new and not-so-new! We would like to get to know
you better and invite you to join us for our next Newcomer Coffee either
in person or on Zoom. Come meet Fr. Roger, our Newcomer Ministry
Leader, Toni Sanchez, and other parishioners to learn more about St.
Andrew’s, their ministries, and the opportunities for helping you on your
spiritual journey. We are blessed to have you worship with us here at St.
Andrew’s!

DRIVE-THRU TRUNK ‘R TREAT
Spread the Word! Saturday, Oct. 30th from 3:00pm – 5:00pm
One of our favorite fun and safe adventures in evangelism is
offering our parish family and the local neighbors a safe, fun
Halloween event. Adults: Go wild! Let the kid inside of you “pop
out!” We need at least 10 parishioners to volunteer to decorate your
vehicle’s trunk, and we’ll also ask for donations of individuallywrapped candies and treats for you to distribute. The parents will then drive their costumed
children from one trunk to the next receiving your treats! We had approx.. 70 cars come through
last year, so please help to make this event a howling good time! Contact Jen Rodd
@jenniferjrodd@yahoo.com for details & information!

STEWARDSHIP
Welcome to St. Andrew’s 2022 Stewardship Campaign, “Every Perfect
Gift”. Especially in the midst of these uncertain times, we are called on to
reflect on the cycle of abundance sparked with the first light and made manifest
in the Creation, in the calling of prophets, and in the gift of God’s own son on
Earth. As we share our gifts through the Eucharist and through our service to
the world, we participate in the ongoing creation of abundance and generosity.
During this campaign, we ask you to prayerfully consider how you will share
your “perfect gifts” of time, talent, and treasure to continue God’s creative presence in the world.
Our 2022 campaign officially begins on the weekend of October 16/17. We’ll celebrate our
“Gratitude Weekend” on November 20/21 when we ask you to lay your completed Pledge Card
at the altar to be blessed, and the Vestry may then prepare our 2022 budget and visioning process.
More information will be coming shortly.

DIOCESAN CONVENTION
Our 2021 Convention is scheduled for Saturday, November 13, 2021.
At this time we are planning for a hybrid convention with in-person meetings in each deanery
that will Zoom together for a full convention. St. Andrew’s will be the Western Deanery
location.We are excited to try this hybrid approach. We appreciate your flexibility and patience
as we strive to offer our best event amidst the constantly changing pandemic environment.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Sunday School for Elementary-aged and Middle School Kiddos has begun!
The Sunday School classes for pre-3 thru 5th grades are held weekly on Sundays
at 10:00am both in-person and online on Zoom. Please learn about our
experiential hands-on Godly Play curriculum from Ministry Leader Jen Rodd
at jenniferjrodd@yahoo.com or 678-429-0524.
This fun bi-annual Bible Basics event for all preschool thru
elementary school-aged children will be held this fall.
Date and more details will be forthcoming
Ministry Leader Jen Rodd
****************************************************************
Backpack Blessing ~ Each year we invite the children to bring their backpacks
with them to church the weekend before school starts so they may receive
a special blessing from Fr. Roger.

Vacation Bible School

YOUTH MINISTRY
Middle school youth in grades 6 thru 8 are encouraged to come to the in-person
worship service at 9am and then stay for the Youth class at 10:00am with Pam Harris.
Fall Youth Retreat (below) will be a time to share how God is working in your life, as well
as activities and time for fellowship. Register at ednin.org/fall-youth-retreat by Oct. 8th.

Sat., Nov. 6th @
2:00am

BUILDING & GROUNDS
We’d like to say Thank You to our parishioners who have taken the
time to help with the upkeep of the church grounds (weeding, etc.) over
this past year, along with a special Thank You to Toni Sanchez & Angie
Camarata who spent many hours cleaning the front sign.

**************************************************************
There’s One Thing We Know For Sure: God Is Good, and
Life is Constantly Changing
Saying Goodbye and
Sending God’s Blessings
with Aaron & Katharine
Morrison as they move to
their new home in
Central Indiana
Saying Goodbye with God’s
Blessings to Rev. Cynthia
Moore as she and her
husband Jonathan Bross
make their move to Texas.

DEDICATION
Through the generosity of Fr. Ross and Pat Mack, a
new Pavilion is being erected on the church grounds.
This space will be such a blessing to our parish family,
as we will come together to celebrate outdoor worship
services and hold many fellowship events in the years
to come! Our Bishop, Douglas Sparks, will dedicate
the Pavilion on Saturday, October 23rd during the
5:30pm service, followed by a light reception.

SUNDAY SCHOOL KICKOFF&PICNIC
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