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Speakers and topics

“

There is no greater responsibility or
duty placed on a human being than to
investigate the circumstances of the
death of another human being.

”

From ”The Pembrokeshire Murders” by Steve Wilkins

West Des Moines Marriott
HOMICIDE INVESTIGATIONS

ENVIRONMENTAL DEATHS

HOW AN IOWA FAMILY‘S DNA
SOLVED A COLORADO MURDER

COVID: LESSONS LEARNED

OVERDOSE RESPONSE STRATEGY

IOSME UPDATE

INVESTIGATING SUICIDES
SLEEP-RELATED INFANT DEATHS

QUALITY EDUCATION FOR IOWA DEATH INVESTIGATORS

IN-PERSON AND VIRTUAL CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
Friday, November 5

Saturday, November 6

7:00 a.m.

Exhibitor/Sponsor Setup

7:00 a.m.

Breakfast / Exhibit Hall / Exhibitor Presentations

8:30 a.m.

Exhibit Hall

7:55 a.m.

Welcome

9:00 - 12:00 p.m.

ME-101 (Death Investigation Basics) Kelly Kruse, MD, MPH,

8:00 - 9:00 a.m.

Hypothermia, Hyperthermia and other

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.

Dr. Locke

Mark Bethel, F-ABMDI, Jessica Jessen, F-ABMDI, Natalie Oakes

Environmental-Related Deaths

Fundamentals of Investigative Genetic Genealogy

Jonathan Thompson, MD

Joan Hanlon (Salon A)

9:00 - 10:00 a.m.

Homicide and Suicide Investigations

12:00 -12:50 p.m.

Registration/Complimentary Luncheon/Exhibit Hall

12:50 p.m.

Welcome Kevin Locke, MD, IACME President

10:00 - 10:15 a.m.

Break / Exhibit Hall

1:00 - 2:00 p.m.

Current Drug Threats/Overdose Response Strategies

10:15 - 11:15 a.m.

When a Suicide is not a Suicide Jacob Smith, MD

Kevin Winker

11:15 - 12:15 p.m.

Iowa‘s State Medical Examiner System: Annual

2:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Suicide: Theory, Practice and Investigation
Stephen Holmes, PhD

3:00 - 3:15 p.m.

Break / Exhibit Hall

3:15 - 4:30 p.m.

Sleep-related Deaths in Infants Abby Collier, MS

4:30 - 5:15 p.m.

State Epidemiology: Lessons Learned and Future
Applications Caitlin Pedati, MD

5:15 - 6:15 p.m.

Alisha Weber CCP, ME-1

Iowa Violent Death Reporting System/Homicide Data
Wendy Ringgenberg, PhD, MPH and Jon Davis, PhD

6:15 p.m.

Awards/Banquet

7:30 - 8:45 p.m.

23 & MEs: How an Iowa family's DNA solved a

Update and Future Outlook Dennis Klein, MD
12:15 - 12:30 p.m.

Prize drawing and closing Dr. Locke

Who should attend?
The IACME Fall Meeting and Education Expo is held the first weekend
in November and is the premier educational event for Iowa‘s death
investigation professionals. Attendees include Medical Examiners,
Medical Examiner Investigators, law enforcement, nurses, EMTs,
attorneys, social workers, funeral directors, physicians, public officials
and others involved in death investigation.

Colorado murder Joan Hanlon

Our exhibitors and sponsor help make the IACME Fall Meeting possible. Please visit our Exhibit Hall during breaks and meals
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REGISTRATION AND HOTEL INFORMATION

Two ways to register for the IACME Fall Meeting
1. Click on the link below to complete the interactive registration form and pay online.
https://iacountyme.org/fall-meeting-2021/

2.

Complete the printable registration form (attached to the brochure email) and mail it,
with your check, to: IACME, PO Box 274, Boone, IA 50036.

Hotel reservations

Accessing speaker handouts

The West Des Moines Marriott is
located at 1250 Jordan Creek
Parkway in West Des Moines. The
hotel has reserved a block of
rooms for IACME Fall Meeting
attendees at the special rate of
$129 plus tax per night.

Fall Meeting speaker handouts, meeting schedule, speaker
bios and other meeting materials will be posted online one
week before the conference for access by registrants.*

The hotel reservation link can be
found in the email to which this
brochure was attached.
The deadline to reserve a room at
the special rate is October 24.

Cancellation policy Fall Meeting
registrants will receive a full refund
if a cancellation is received before
September 17, 2021 and a 50
percent refund if a cancellation is
received by October 15. There will
be no refunds for cancellations
received after October 15.

A password for the Members Only/Meeting Materials section
of www.iacountyme.org will be emailed to registrants a few
days before the conference begins. Speakers whose materials
are not online will provide copies at the meeting.
Wi-Fi is available in the meeting rooms at the IACME Fall
Meeting. Attendees with laptops or tablets will be able to
access presentation materials online. All necessary passwords
will be available at the IACME registration desk.

*Please note that HIPAA or other legal considerations may
prevent some Fall Meeting speakers from posting their full
Power Point presentations on our web site.

Due to confidentiality considerations, video or
audio recording of any portion of Fall Meeting
presentations is strictly prohibited.

2021 IACME Fall Meeting
will be in-person and virtual
Due to the COVID resurgence, IACME is offering
a virtual conference in addition to the in-person
conference this year.
The virtual conference will involve the same
schedule and registration fees as the in-person
meeting. The online and printable registration
forms contain an entry which indicates whether
you plan to attend in person or virtually.

Registration fees (in-person
and virtual)
Physician Member—$250
Physician Non-member—$400
MEI Member—$200
MEI Non-member—$350
Students—$100
Banquet guest—$65
The Friday luncheon, Friday evening banquet, Saturday
breakfast and break refreshments are included in your
registration fee.

Auxiliary needs
If you require auxiliary aids or services identified
by the Americans with Disabilities Act, let us
know. Layered clothing is recommended for
temperature variations in the meeting rooms.
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SPECIAL CLASS

&

BANQUET PRESENTATION

Special Friday morning class

Investigative Genetic Genealogy: understanding the process, acquiring the skills
Investigative Genetic Genealogy (IGG), a new and rapidly growing field of
forensic science, uses genetic and genealogical methods to generate leads
for law enforcement investigating crimes and identifying human remains.
Genetic genealogists use DNA profiles from crime scenes to identify close
genetic DNA profiles or matches. Comparing the known genealogy of close
familial matches enables investigators to more closely focus their investigation in cold or stale criminal cases. In the past few years, numerous

cases — some unsolved for decades—have been solved using IGG. This
class will cover how to identify candidates for IGG, the best methods of
creating a DNA data file and understanding how someone can be identified
using basic principles of inheritance, ethnicity and autosomal DNA.
You must be registered for the IACME Fall Meeting to attend this class. Class size
is limited to 24 participants who will be chosen on a first come, first served basis.
When you register for the IACME Fall Meeting (in-person) you will receive an
email asking if you would like to join this class.

Banquet presentation

23 & MEs: How an Iowa family‘s DNA solved a Colorado murder
In April of 2018, Investigative Genetic Genealogy (IGG) led to the arrest of
Joseph DeAngelo, who committed 13 murders and 50 rapes in California
between 1973 and 1986. Identification of DeAngelo began four months
earlier when officials uploaded the serial killer‘s DNA profile from a rape kit
to the personal genomics website GEDmatch. The website identified 20

people who had the same great-great grandparents as the killer. Creation of
a family tree established DeAngelo as the prime suspect. This presentation
will focus on a cold Colorado case solved using an Iowa family‘s DNA. It
will cover the process used to identify a suspect, the differences between
CODIS and IGG and ethical issues involved in IGG.

Joan Hanlon is a licensed private detective and Investigative Genetic Genealogist for United Data Connect, a Denver company founded
by former Denver District Attorney Mitch Morrisey. In addition to Investigative Genetic Genealogy, the company also provides familial
DNA searching, a valuable investigative tool used in criminal investigations or situations that involve national security. Joan is also a
volunteer with the DNADoeProject.org, an organization dedicated to identifying John and Jane Does using genetic genealogy.
Her passion for DNA began in the early days of consumer DNA testing. The love of data and relationships drew her to database
programming as a career. The stories behind the data led her to study genealogy at the Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy. In the past
several years, she has been involved in numerous high profile cold cases solved using Investigative Genetic Genealogy.

The Friday evening IACME reception and banquet are free for meeting registrants. The charge for a guest is $65. Both the online registration form
and the printable registration form ask if you will attend the reception and banquet and if you plan to bring guests.
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SPEAKERS AND TOPICS
Current Drug Threats and Overdose
Response Strategies

ME 101—Death Investigation Basics
ME-101 is designed for new MEs and
MEIs or anyone who wants a death
investigation refresher course. The
course is taught by staff of the Iowa
Office of the State Medical Examiner
and the Iowa Donor Network.
Topics covered include: common
methods of forensic death
investigation, understanding basic
death scene procedures, identifying
deaths that come under medical
examiner jurisdiction, the importance
and processes of decedent
identification and the Electronic
Medical Examiner Reporting (EMERME1) process.
Iowa Donor Network (IDN) staff will
discuss how and when to make a
referral to IDN and regulatory
responsibilities related to organ,
tissue and eye donation.
You must be registered for the
IACME Fall Meeting to attend the
ME-101 course.

Kelly Kruse, MD,
MPH is an Associate
State Medical
Examiner at the Iowa
Office of the State
Medical Examiner.

Mark Bethel, FD,
F-ABMDI is a
Medical Examiner
Investigator Liaison
Officer with the
IOSME.
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Jessica Jessen, FD,
F-ABMDI is the
Medical Examiner
Investigator Liaison
Officer with the
IOSME.

Natalie Oakes is
Professional
Outreach
Coordinator for the
Iowa Donor
Network.

According to the Iowa Office of the
State Medical Examiner, there were
157 opioid overdose deaths in
Iowa in 2019; methamphetamine
continues to be the major drug of
choice in Iowa. This presentation
will focus on the goal of the
Midwest HIDTA to enhance and
facilitate the coordination of
regional drug-control efforts among local state and federal law
enforcement agencies in order to reduce drug trafficking and its harmful
consequences. The presentation will provide information on current
illicit drug threats in Iowa, and drugs that most impact overdoses in Iowa.
It will also cover strategies to combat overdoses in Iowa.

Kevin Winker joined joined Midwest HIDTA (High
Intensity Drug Trafficking Area) as the Drug
Intelligence Officer for Iowa in February 2021 after
retiring from the Iowa Department of Public Safety.
He served with DPS for over 32 years starting as a
State Trooper and retiring as the Director of
Investigative Operations. As an agent he worked in
the Division of Narcotics Enforcement and the
Division of Criminal Investigation.

To register for ME-101, check the ME-101 box on the interactive registration form in the Members section of www.iacountyme.org
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SPEAKERS AND TOPICS
Suicide: Theory, Practice and Investigations
There were 415 suicides in Iowa in 2019, a
significant increase over the previous 4-year
average of 306 suicides per year. The profound
psychological and social effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic have yet to be fully
understood. Evidence is emerging that the
pandemic has caused chronic stress, anxiety,
social isolation, depression and an increased
risk of suicide in people of all ages. This
presentation will cover the history and etiology
of suicide, the psychology of suicide and
practical investigative techniques. The social stigma brought about by suicide
will be discussed. The presentation will cover effective techniques for MEs and
MEIs who face the difficult task of interacting with bereaved family members
left behind to struggle with grief, guilt, anger and many unanswered questions.
Stephen Holmes, PhD is Associate Professor in the
College of Public Health and Public Affairs at the
University of Central Florida. He has a PhD in Criminal
Justice from the University of Cincinnati. He has
authored or co-authored numerous textbooks including
Fatal Violence: Case Studies and Analysis of Emerging
Forms, Serial Murder and Practical Suicide
Investigations. He has given presentations to a number of professional
organizations nationally and internationally. He is a member of the Academy
of Criminal Justice Sciences, the American Society of Criminology and the
Southern Criminal Justice Association.

Sleep-related Deaths in Infants
According to the CDC, there are about
3,500 sleep-related deaths among US
infants each year. These include Sudden
Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS), accidental
suffocation and deaths from unknown
causes. After a decrease in the 1990s, the
sleep-related infant death rate has not
declined in recent years. While SIDS deaths are declining, the number of
infants dying from accidental suffocation or strangulation increased 184
percent from 1999 to 2015. This presentation will focus on scene
investigation of sleep-related infant deaths, including key components of
effective scene investigation, how to problem-solve barriers to effective
investigation and key resources available to MEs and MEIs.

Abby Collier, MS is Director at the National Center
for Fatality Review and Prevention, a program of the
Michigan Public Health Institute. She leads the
National Center in providing technical assistance
and support to local and state child death review
(CDR) and fetal infant mortality review (FIMR)
throughout the country. Prior to joining the National
Center, Ms. Collier worked in Wisconsin‘s fetal,
infant and child death review program. During the
eight years she worked in the program, it grew to a robust statewide
system. Ms. Collier has a master‘s degree in counseling with an emphasis
in working with minority populations.

To register and pay online, visit the Members/Fall Meeting section of www.iacountyme.org

SPEAKERS AND TOPICS
State Epidemiology: Lessons Learned and
Future Applications

Iowa Violent Death Reporting System
(IAVDRS)— Homicide Data

Epidemiologists are sometimes called
“disease detectives“ because they
search for the cause of a disease,
identify who is at risk, determine how
to stop the spread and prevent it from
happening again. In the COVID-19
pandemic, epidemiologists have
played a critical role in supporting the
activities of state health departments
and understanding trends occurring in the case numbers. The world was
caught unawares by the COVID 19 pandemic, and epidemiologists and
other health officials were asked to create public health policy to cope
with a disease about which we knew very little. This presentation will
cover the role of death certification in epidemiology and lessons learned
from COVID death certification. Insights into applicable strategies for
use in future infectious disease epidemics will also be discussed.

This presentation will review the purpose of the IAVDRS, identify the top
causes of violent death in Iowa and examine Iowa homicide data and
common contributing factors. It will also provide information on how to
improve reporting and response efforts by respective agencies.

Caitlin Pedati, MD is Medial Director for the Iowa
Department of Public Health and Iowa State
Epidemiologist. She earned her Masters degree in
public health and her medical degree from George
Washington University. She served as medical
epidemiologist for the Nebraska Department of
Health and Human Services before coming to Iowa.

The CDC provides funding for collection of data on violent deaths for the
National Violent Death Reporting System. Using a variety of source
records, the IAVDRS gathers information on cause of death and
contributing circumstances for homicides, suicides, deaths resulting from
law enforcement intervention, accidental firearm deaths, deaths of
undetermined intent and terrorism deaths. Collection of statewide violent
death data began in Iowa in 2016.

Wendy Ringgenberg, PhD, MPH began work in May,
2021as IAVDRS Health Records Abstractor. She worked
as a certified industrial hygienist and was Director of the
Master of Public Health program at Des Moines
University. She has a master‘s in public health from the
University of Iowa and a PhD in educational leadership
and policy studies from Iowa State University.
Jonathan Davis, PhD is Research Assistant Professor with
the University of Iowa Department of Occupational and
Environmental Health. He has a BS in chemistry from the
University of Michigan, an MS in occupational and
environment health science from Wayne State University
in Detroit and a PhD in epidemiology From the
University of Iowa College of Public Health.

For complete speaker bios, visit the Members Only/Meeting Materials section of www.iacountyme.org
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SPEAKERS AND TOPICS
Hypothermia, Hyperthermia, Lightning Strikes . . .

Introduction to Investigating
Environmental-related Deaths
History tells us that the Midwest
experiences some of the most extreme
weather conditions in the world.
Though cold-related deaths typically
outnumber heat-related deaths, a July
1995 record-breaking heat wave led to
739 deaths in Chicago, mostly poor elderly with no air-conditioning. Going
back in time, on January 12, 1888 a fast-moving blizzard caused mild
temperatures to plummet in a matter of hours to below zero in Iowa,
Nebraska, Minnesota and the Dakota Territories. It is called the Children‘s
Blizzard because, of the 235 people who died, 213 were school children
trying to get home. In recent years, several Iowa college students have died
from a combination of hypothermia and alcohol intoxication.
This presentation will cover the basics and the importance of investigating
environmental-related deaths and common autopsy findings related to such
deaths.
Jonathan Thompson, MD is Deputy State Medical
Examiner with the Iowa Office of the State Medical
Examiner. He is Board Certified in anatomy pathology,
clinical pathology and forensic pathology. He has given
numerous presentations to professional associations,
hospital staffs and law enforcement agencies. Before
joining the IOSME staff, Dr. Thompson was Assistant
Medical Examiner in Minneapolis.

Homicide and Suicide Investigations
Victor Fitz, a Michigan
prosecuting attorney, summed
up the importance of effective
investigation at the scene of a
homicide: “Twenty-first
century forensic science is
critical to an effective
homicide investigation. All
parties —including defendants
and families of victims —
rightfully expect appropriate scientific testing. Jurors demand it. Medical
examiners and forensic pathologists perform work that often helps
determine guilt or innocence regarding the most serious of all crimes. We
anticipate and expect the highest standards in every report.”
There were 60 homicides and 415 suicides in Iowa in 2019. This
presentation covers the fundamentals of effective homicide and suicide
death scene investigations.

Alisha Weber, CCP ME-I began work as a Medical Examiner
Investigator for Linn County in 2001. Since then, she has become the
lead Medical Examiner Investigator. She serves on the Child Death
Review Team and helped estahlish the Safe Sleep Coalition for the
county. She is a daily resource for funeral directors and members of the
community.

To register and pay online, visit the Members/Fall Meeting section of www.iacountyme.org

SPEAKERS AND TOPICS
Things Aren’t Always as they Appear

How a Suicide Becomes a Homicide
In March, 1985 Scott Purk of Akron,
Ohio called emergency services to
report that his pregnant wife had
committed suicide. First responders
found her lying at the base of the stairs
with a rope around her neck. The death
was ruled a suicide. In 2010, Meg
Purk‘s body was exhumed and a
second autopsy done. Scott Purk was charged with her murder. Conversely,
in 2019 the longtime pastor of the Abundant Life Church in Wyoming,
Michigan was found lying by his SUV, dead of a gunshot wound to the head.
While his family maintained he had been murdered, local police and the Kent
County Medical Examiner ruled the death a suicide. The pastor had staged his
suicide as a murder to save his family from shame. This presentation will
cover factors which differentiate a suicide from a murder and death
investigation findings that should raise suspicion that an alleged suicide is
actually a homicide.
Jacob Smith, MD is Associate State Medical Examiner with the IOSME,
joining the staff Julne 25, 2021. Dr. Smith earned his BS degree from
Brigham Young University in Provo, UT and his MD from the University of
Iowa Carver College of Medicine. He completed a residency at the Medical
College of Wisconsin and a forensic pathology fellowship at the Milwaukee
County Medical Examiner's Office. He served as Assistant Medical Examiner
at the Milwaukee County Medical Examiner's Office from 2015-2021.
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Iowa’s State Medical Examiner System
Annual Update and Future Outlook
This presentation is given annually to the
IACME membership by Iowa Chief State
Medical Examiner Dr. Dennis Klein. The
report will cover state funding of the
IOSME and staff changes. Dr. Klein will
also report on trends in Iowa homicides,
suicides, accidents, natural and
undetermined deaths.
Dr. Klein's report will emphasize the
importance of completing death
investigation forms completely and in a
timely manner, the need for thorough
investigation and autopsy in suspected
drug deaths and the importance of
accurate death certification.
Dennis Klein, MD is Iowa Chief State Medical Examiner,
Adjunct Clinical Assistant Professor with the University
of Iowa School of Medicine and Adjunct Associate
Professor of Forensic Pathology with Des Moines
University in Des Moines. He is a diplomate for the
American Board of Pathology in anatomic, clinical and
forensic pathology. Dr. Klein serves on the IACME
Board of Directors and is IACME Program Chair.

For complete speaker bios, visit the Members Only/Meeting Materials section of www.iacountyme.org

