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DNA expert to speak at 2021 IACME Banquet
Joan Hanlon, a Colorado private investigator and partner at United Data Connect in Denver, will speak
at this year's IACME banquet Friday evening, Nov. 5 at the WDMMarriott. United Data Connect
provides familial software that works with CODIS, and Hanlon is an expert in using family history
DNA websites to solve cold cases through investigative forensic genetic genealogy. Her topic will be
“23 and MEs — How an Iowa Family‘s DNA solved a Colorado Murder.“ Hanlon, who recently
spoke at the NAME conference, has been involved in solving several high profile cold cases, including
the recent apprehension of a Nebraska man for the 1981 murder of a Colorado woman. On Friday
morning, Nov. 5, Hanlon will teach a special class entitled ”Fundamentals of Investigative Genetic
Genealogy — Understanding the Process, Acquiring the Skills.”

We welcome news of interest from county medical examiner offices. Please email your news items to Chris Sutton,
IACME Executive Director, at iacmeservices@gmail.com.

The following counties have 100 percent IACME membership: Benton, Boone, Cedar, Dallas,
Humboldt, Johnson, Keokuk, Muscatine, Pottawattamie, Scott and Webster. If any 100 percent county
has been omitted, please contact Chris Sutton at 515.212.9685.

IACME elections Nov. 5

IDN Donate Life Conference Sept. 14-15
The Iowa Donor Network will hold a virtual conference The Ripple Effect: A Donate Life Conference
9:30 am - 2:30 pm September 14-15. Registration is available at IowaDonorNetwork.org/DLC.
Scholarships and continuing education credits will be available. Keynote speaker will be Thomas
Nakagawa, MD, an international consultant on issues of pediatric organ and tissue donation. For more
information, contact Heather Butterfield at hbutterfield@iadn.org.

Iowa legislative update

Hats off to our 100 percent counties

Annual IACME elections will take place Friday, Nov. 5 in conjunction with the IACME Fall Meeting.
Four medical examiner Board seats and the offices of President, Vice President and Secretary-Treasurer
are up for election. All seats carry two-year terms. Any IACME member interested in running for an
office or a board seat should contact Chris Sutton at iacmeservices@gmail.com or 515.212.9685.

Senate File 125, a bill mandating that medical examiners gather information on the types and dates of
vaccinations given to children and report the information on the death investigation form, did not
survive the legislative funnel and is dead for the year. In late April, Senate File 561 calling for creation
of an Iowa Cold Case Task Force, passed unanimously in the Iowa Senate and was expected to gain
support of the full legislature. The Task Force will operate within the Iowa Division of Criminal
Investigation and will consist of two special agents who will pursue unsolved murders no matter when
they occurred. The Iowa Legislature also approved a budget increase for the Iowa Office of the State
Medical Examiner. The funds will be used to hire an additional staff medical examiner.

IACME Distinguished Service Award
The IACME Distinguished Service Award honors MEs and MEIs for years of service to the death
investigation community, exemplary service during a major event or providing ongoing services
which improve the quality of death investigation in Iowa. Winners are honored during the IACME
annual banquet. Contact Chris Sutton at iacmeservices@gmail.com for an award nomination form.


