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First IACME webinar is a success

We welcome news of interest from county medical examiner offices. Please email your news items to Chris Sutton,
IACME Executive Director, at iacmeservices@gmail.com.

Staci Olson, MSN, RN and Thomas Summitt, MEI, D-ABMDI have been re-elected to the IACME Board
of Directors. Staci Olson is a medical examiner investigator with the Webster County Medical
Examiner's Office; Thomas Summitt is a medical examiner investigator with the Muscatine County
Medical Examiner's Office. Both will serve two-year terms on the board.

IACME election results

IOSME report on 2019 Iowa deaths
Statistics on 2019 deaths in Iowa show a significant increase in the number of suicides, according to
Iowa Chief State Medical Examiner Dennis Klein, MD. In his annual report to the IACME membership,
Dr. Klein said there were 415 suicides in Iowa in 2019, a 35 percent increase over the previous 4-year
average of 306 suicides per year. There were 157 opioid overdose deaths in Iowa in 2019, and
methamphetamine continues to be the major drug of choice in Iowa. Forty-eight of the opioid deaths
were in people age 25-34. Surprisingly, Iowans age 55 and older accounted for 37 of the overdose
deaths. "We are seeing drug use and intoxication extend into the 50s and 60s,“ said Dr. Klein. "We need
to increase our index of drug use suspicion in older age groups.“

The first-ever IACME Death Investigators webinar was held Friday, November 6 and Saturday,
November 7. Though some IACME members said they miss the in-person IACME Fall Meeting, the
webinar was judged a success by participants. Participants who completed a post-webinar survey said
the webinar was well-organized and ran smoothly. The webinar included presentations on pedestrian
and motor vehicle fatalities, radiation exposure for death investigators, deaths from explosions,
pediatric abuse and others. Participants said that a presentation on COVID-19 death reporting was
particularly helpful. At the close of the webinar, IACME President Kevin Locke, MD said, “I know you
all join me in the hope that we can return to our normal IACME Fall Meeting in 2021.” Next year‘s Fall
Meeting will be Friday, Nov. 5 and Saturday, Nov. 6 at the West Des Moines Marriott.

The IACME webinar command center at the West Des Moines Marriott November 6-7.


