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Iowa cases under the microscope
A session on Iowa case studies is on the schedule for the IACME Fall Meeting and Education Expo
November 1-2, 2019 at the West Des Moines Marriott. Iowa Case Studieswas offered for the first time
at the 2018 Fall Meeting and received very positive reviews from attendees. This year’s session will be
expanded to 90 minutes to allow for presentation and discussion of six Iowa death investigation cases.
Cases will be solicited from IACME members and chosen by Dennis Klein, MD, Iowa’s Chief State
Medical Examiner and IACME Program Chair. Watch your email for additional information.

We welcome news of interest from county medical examiner offices. Please email your news items to Chris Sutton,
IACME Executive Director, at iacmeservices@gmail.com.

Dr. Larry Blum, the forensic pathologist who was a key prosecution witness
in the high profile murder trial of Drew Peterson, will be the keynote speaker
at this year’s IACME Banquet Friday evening, November 1. Peterson, a police
sergeant in Bolingbrook, Illinois, was found guilty of murdering his third wife
Kathleen Savio after her body was exhumed and Dr. Blum ruled her death a
homicide. The case was reopened in 2007 after Peterson’s fourth wife Stacey
disappeared. She has never been found. Dr. Blum performed over 10,000
autopsies before retiring in 2014, testified in many high profile cases and was
featured in episodes of Forensic Files. In a 2014 media interview, Dr. Blum
said, ”Forensic science is about justice and the fairness of the system.“

Record year for organ donations in Iowa
According to the Iowa Donor Network, 2018 was a record year for organ donations and the number of
Iowans registering as donors. In 2018, there were 248 organs transplanted, the most in Iowa history. A
record number of Iowans also registered as organ, tissue and eye donors in 2018, bringing the number
of Iowans in the donor registry to 1.8 million. Iowa Donor Network CEO Suzanne Conrad credits
collaboration with the Iowa DOT, the Department of Public Health, the Iowa EMS Association and the
Iowa Association of County Medical Examiners for raising public awareness of organ donation.

IACME elections to be held Friday, Nov. 1

Drew Peterson and fourth wife
Stacey, whose 2007 disappear-
ance has never been solved. In
2012, Peterson was found
guilty of killing his third wife
Kathleen Savio.

IACME elections will be held Friday, Nov. 1 during the 2019 IACME Fall Meeting and Education Expo.
Offices up for election include President, Vice President, Secretary-Treasurer and four board seats held
by Medical Examiners. All terms of office begin Jan. 1, 2020 and end Dec. 31, 2021. A Nominating
Committee will assemble a slate of candidates later this summer. Any IACME member interested in
seeking office can email Chris Sutton at iacmeservices@gmail.com or phone her at 515.212.9685.

Banquet speaker key witness in Peterson case

Please update your IVES enrollment form
If you are a user of the Iowa Vital Events System and have recently taken on medical examiner
responsibilities, the IDPH asks that you complete a new IVES enrollment form so your account can be
updated. If your account does not reflect your additional role, it causes problems when you sign off on
records assigned to you as an ME. For assistance, phone the IVES Help Desk at 866.309.0831 or Field
Representative Sandra Lyles at 515.725.2963.


