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Easter blessings to you and yours! With all the 
challenge and suffering we see in the world today 
it’s so easy to get overwhelmed, be discouraged 
and lose hope. This Easter letter seeks to come 
alongside that reality and to offer a balm.
 A first thing to say is that whatever you may be 
feeling, God experiences those feelings with you. 
God knows our pain, heartbreak and suffering. 
This is the Good Friday, Easter Vigil journey! God, 
through Jesus, embodies all human experience. 
Jesus came to teach, preach and to heal. (In con-
versation with that, our ‘Season of Easter’ Sun-
days will focus on the ‘healing’ narratives in Luke.) 
When we reflect on Jesus, ‘The Christ’, we con-
sider Jesus as God’s anointed – the one who took 
on all human suffering – the one who knows our 
pain.
 A second point to make is that ‘the pain and suffer-
ing does not have the last word!’ Christians are an 
‘Easter’ people. It’s because of Christ’s experi-
ence of resurrection that we proclaim, ‘Christ 
Risen! Christ Risen Indeed!’ Whatever then the 
current story may be, the narrative always leans in 
and lives into new life! (Praise be to Christ!) To that 
end, I commend Chair Peter Bisset’s letter enclosed as a glimpse of ‘light breaking through’ for
St Lambert United Church.
 The Faith Forward Team has been aware from the very beginning that any conversations about the 
physical plant must be paralleled with opportunities to talk about mission and vision. During my 
January Study Leave I was blessed to attend a webinar with Rev. Dr. John Pentland. It was a ses-
sion that related his 2015 book, ‘Fishing Tips’, to the current covid context for congregations. John’s 
book is the story of how Hillhurst United in Calgary was ‘resurrected’. The book is shaped as a 

�e Minister’s Easter Letter

We are the Easter People
         and Hallelujah is our song!

For God so loved the world that He gave
His one and only Son, that whoever believes in
Him shall not perish but have eternal life.
John 3:16

Please be sure to check your e-mail for
your weekly Church Alive updates and

announcements. 

St. Lambert United Church
Holy Week 2022

Focus Book Engagement Via Zoom:
Henri J.M. Nouwen.

The Return of the Prodigal Son:
A Story of Homecoming. 

(New York, NY: Image Doubleday, 1994)
Based on Luke 15: 11-32

 The Parable of the Father with Two Sons

 Holy Tuesday, April 12 - 7:30 p.m.
 The Younger Son

Holy Wednesday, April 13 - 7:30 p.m. 
 The Father

Holy Thursday, April 14 - 7:30 pm.
 The Elder Son

Zoom invite - RSVP to Rev. Jennifer @ 
slucminister@videotron.ca

Good Friday, April 15 - 10:30 a.m. 
Worship (hybrid)

Easter Sunday, April 17 - 10:30 a.m. 
Worship and Communion

Easter Edition 2022    

ST. LAMBERT UNITED CHURCH
Mercille Avenue415

St. Lambert, QC J4P 2L6
(450) 671-6003
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    Reverend Jennifer

resource for congregations to engage nine ‘Fishing Tips’. The story is of how ‘curiosity transformed 
a community of faith’. 

Recently I brought a proposal to Council that we engage John’s resource, over the next year. Each 
session will be offered twice – once during the day and once in the evening. With lots of room for 
flexibility, the proposal is: 

   Wed. April 27th – 7:30 p.m. via Zoom
Sunday May 1st following worship. 

Save the dates for our first triad:
Tip One:     Let Leaders Lead

Wed. May 25th – 7:30 p.m.            
Thursday May 26th during the day.

Tip Two:     Circles of Interest

   Wed. June 15th – 7:30 p.m.              
Thursday June 16th during the day.

Tip Three:     Discern Your Values / Live what you Believe

Each session will be interactive. The hope is to have guests present to engage each topic.
The only requirement to attend is an openness to question, discuss and share. Based on 

interest/involvement we will adapt as required. Further details will come post Easter.

With many new people attending church regularly and with many aspects of ‘being church’ certain to 
be recovered, my prayer for us this Easter is that we continue to live into resurrection hope and jour-
ney ‘faith forward!’
May you also find time to be with family and friends this Spring – to heal and to be restored.
In Christ,

_
_

_
_

_
_
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CHURCH NEWS & UPDATES

Five years ago, the congregation called on Rev. 
Jennifer Mountain to lead us in change and trans-
formation. Although it was not clear what trans-
formation meant at the time, it is becoming 
evident that changes in our community, UCC 
reorganization, secularism, language demo-
graphics, age demographics and external events 
such as a pandemic all contribute to a new reality 
our church is facing. 
St Lambert United Church is a traditional congre-
gation serving the local church community. 
Along with the adjacent church communities of 
Mt. Bruno, Richelieu Valley and Green�eld Park, 
we �nd ourselves in the initial stages of forming a 
United Church Cluster to serve the greater com-
munity needs. The Cluster approach, led by the 
Nakonha:ka Regional Council, is a concept initi-
ated from the major reorganization of our church 
which eliminated the Presbyteries and formed 
Regional Councils. The Cluster has been adopted 
to foster communication and cooperation in geo-
graphical areas throughout Quebec. It is not 
meant to be the amalgamation of churches or the 
formation of larger pastoral charges,however it is 
conceivable that this could be a result in the 
future. Hybrid worship during the pandemic has 
seen the relationship with Mt Bruno grow.
Progress in our community hub concept has been 
made as we now have close relationships with 
both Our Harbour and Preville Fine Arts. These 
organizations are now expressing an interest to 
enhance this relationship into a partnership - 
committing to long-term leases and �nancial 
support. This Community Hub arrangement has 
changed our perspective on community relations 
and o�ers an opportunity to refocus our mission. 
The face of the United Church is changing rapidly 
in Quebec. New projects for a�ordable housing 
led by the United Resource Property Corporation 
are being studied and initiated locally as part of 
the UCC initiative to repurpose our church build-
ings into a�ordable housing across the country.  
Strategic Development initiatives on the West 
Island  for  the  LGB2Q community  are  under 

implementation. Community and Cultural Hub 
arrangements are being initiated in the Eastern 
Townships  in cooperation with Municipal govern-
ment. Our Regional Council has recently 
announced a new Granting and Enabling Strategic 
Fund to complement the list of funds available for 
new programs within our churches. Change is 
happening quickly within the Region. Not to be 
overlooked is the �ip side of this positive news. 
Many of our traditional churches are closing and 
being sold as congregations are unable to a�ord 
their buildings and unable to meet new demands 
arising from the community – youth program-
ming, French ministry, minority services, etc. 
Recently we held our annual congregational 
meeting. I was very pleased to see the election of 
representatives to our local council and new faces 
on the executive. The Trustees as well have new 
representatives to lead the congregation in all 
matters of investment, insurance and property. We 
are well positioned organizationally to face some 
of the transformative issues in front of us. It is now 
time to �gure out who we want to be, how we get 
there and what we look like in the future. 
Rev. Jennifer will be initiating a Fishing Trip over 
the next several months. This �shing trip will be 
loaded with opportunity to discuss who we are, 
our values and our leadership styles. I encourage 
everyone to at least give these conversations a 
chance – all are invited. Let’s engage and �nd out 
who we are and where we will go!

On a parallel path there is the matter of the build-
ing- the physical plant that is too big for the size of 
our faith community and too expensive to main-
tain and operate. We can identify hundreds of 
thousands of dollars required for upgrades to 
doors, windows, �oors, brick repairs, accessibility 
improvements lighting, etc. The Faith Forward 
team is exploring options so that this asset we 
own and use, can be truly an asset. 
The sale of the CE Wing has been discussed since 
the eighties along with better use of the volumet-
ric space occupied by Memorial Hall, yet no action 
has been taken. The sanctuary is used maybe eight 
hours per week. It is the intention to bring forward 
the best business case for the use of our space that 
answers both the needs of the congregation and
the community and preserves and sustains the 
asset into the future- Yes that is a big job and a  

Saint Lambert United Church
Faith Forward Initiative

April 2022
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major change for us to accept. Hopefully this plan 
can be put together this year and we can start this 
transformation with a decision. 
There is continued interest in traditional worship 
and music with attendance in person and on-line. 
The choir is ever-present and current. The “Village 
Ringers” are a successful handbell choir and 
participate in worship and in concerts and festivals 
outside the congregation. Social and Fundraising 
Events have scaled back but hopefully will return 
gradually. Spiritual development activities include 
thematic book study and a focus on community 
outreach activities that generate interest. There is 
a broad interest in embracing environmental 
issues as the Green Team has initiated projects in 
composting, recycling, water conservation and 
gardening.  Yes,  St  Lambert United has strong 
traditions  and  remains  poised  to  continue a

survival journey. There is a great opportunity to 
continue to be church and keep what we do well 
as church, however we have opportunities for 
transformation looking forward:

 Continue doing what we do well 
 Working in our new cluster
 Developing our Community Partnerships 
 Repurposing of physical space 
 Exploiting Regional Council Financial Assistance 
 Exploring our mission 

Please contact Rev Jennifer, Dave Dalgleish, Luc 
Danielse or me with any ideas or questions you 
would like to share.

Peter Bisset
Chair,  St Lambert United Church Council

Recently, in February, Grade 5 students began their « Delicious » unit about food. From my vantage 
point, that represents repetition over 5 groups of a unit I’ve done at least 4 times with the same book.  
Bluntly, the topic of food, restaurants and role play has been done countless times over my 20-year 
career.  The challenge is how to keep it fresh, up-to-date...
This winter, the hook : sprouts.  To add to the grammar lessons and practice pages of the workbook, I 
did a demonstration of germination in the 5 classes with different seeds and different sprouters for each 
group.  There was a chance for students to observe changes over a 2-week period.  Then, we had a taste 
test.  They could taste mung bean sprouts grown in class or pea shoots, alfalfa or sunflower micro greens 
if they so desired. Others could practice to simply say: No thanks, not for me.  It made for lively, memo-
rable classes just before March break. 
The concrete steps of planning which materials to bring, rinsing schedule & cleaning were easy to attend 
to because I was highly motivated.  The students’ curiosity and enthusiasm was palpable because there 
was usually some buzz around the sprout trolley. Sometimes, it was just one girl or boy hanging around, 
lingering. That’s enough response to « give me oil in my lamp, keep me burning ».
Speaking English in class is the main competency and in March, I chose to go with self-evaluation grids.  
There was plenty of corrections and assessments (110 students in Grade 5, 275 total) and in the midst of 
this hustle and bustle, there was my involvement in the school’s environmental committee. We had to 
come up with some ideas for Earth Day.
Here’s where the story begins to twist, and take shape.  Students have formed an environmental protec-
tion group called Anti-Polus.  They are against pollution.  They asked me if they could present their 
PowerPoint.  As the conversation continued I learnt that 3 leaders and 15 collaborators, all 10 or 11 
years old, had put together a slide show of 15 minutes addressing what kids can do to help the planet.  
Essentially, my part has been to listen.  They are ready to present in the Grade 5 classes this week and 
aim to meet every group in the school over the next few weeks leading up to Earth Day.  Simply put, my 
committee work is done while class planning has been reduced. Motivation is UP. Sharing is caring, not 
a slogan, an action plan.
Light the spark, share the load and show you care. 

Natacha Sanson

Lighting a Spark to Save the Planet 
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as an ad-hoc team of the SLUC Outreach and Social Action Committee,
we would like to thank you for your support of the ongoing

emergency collections for Ukraine taking place at
St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church in Montreal.

We recently delivered a car full of baby care items being sent
 to Poland from Halifax and delivered into cities and towns in

 Ukraine. All the items were so very much appreciated.
At this time we are planning another delivery soon

and hope for your continued support.

A little can go a long way... all the way to Ukraine!

The Ukrainian Crisis Support Team

For drop off, please contact Eric Godin who is in the office on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days (450-671-6003). Of course, items are also very welcome on Sunday mornings.

 

Plants / Plantes 

The Spring Market
is fast approaching and the organizing committee is in full swing. If you 

have time to spare in the week leading up to sale day and on May 7th,
we need YOU!

CALLING ALL BAKERS!
The May sale is returning this year with a new name. The Spring Market will be on 

Saturday, May 7th, 2022 from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. We are asking the whole congrega-
tion for baking, jams or jellies. If you can help, please drop off your goods on

Friday, May 6 between 1 and 7 pm or Saturday sale day as of 8 am.
For more information please contact sharonwallace46@hotmail.com or 438-823-7289 

Thank you and happy baking!

Your UCS Team,
Amanda Julia Rylander, Marie Watson and Susan Bejba
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A Letter from the Editor

An Easter Prayer

submitted by Kathy Beaudoin Adapted from “25 Best Easter Prayers (https://www.countryliving.com/life/g30679333/easter-prayers/)

As a daughter of Ukrainian immigrants, I grew up recognizing Easter or as we say it in Ukrainian, 
“Velykden” (The Great Day), as the most important holiday of the year, a time to celebrate miracles, a 
time to remember the people and traditions that have made our lives meaningful and rich, a time of 
“hope”.
“Velykden” is celebrated with rich traditions such as the intricate designing of the Easter eggs (pysanka), 
the baking of the Easter bread (paska) and the early Easter morning blessing of the decorated Easter 
basket... all done in celebration of the glory of Christ’s resurrection... all so uniquely Ukrainian.
Ukraine today is a country ravaged by war with missiles and bombs dropping, people �eeing, many dying 
and in my heart I know that “Velykden”  will not happen for many of the people there and “hope” may 
seem lost.
At this Easter time, let us pray for peace. Let us pray for violence and tension to end in Ukraine and for all 
countries pursuing freedom. Let us pray for world leaders on all sides to pursue diplomacy and peace in a 
way that allows all peoples to live in freedom and all in renewed  “hope”.

Please Support the Humanitarian Crisis in Ukraine by donating new baby
care items through our church, or a monetary donation to the charity of your

choice or through our United Church of Canada partner,
Act Alliance: https://united-church.ca/social-action/act-now/ukraine-crisis

Christ has risen! 
Happy Easter!

He has risen Indeed! 
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Love overcame. 
It emerged at the colours of dawn from a cold, dark, stone tomb,

Making a quiet return in a still garden.
�e grave stone was rolled away, to release redemptive love.

Jesus, resurrected and restored,
Comforted a weeping woman and transformed her broken heart.

He met with his other faithful friends.
�ey bowed down before Christ alive; the Word of God alive;

�e reconciliation of Heaven and earth.
May the new hope of  the resurrection,

Colour the spring mornings,
For everyone torn by personal, medical, family, and political struggles,

In all corners of this fragile earth.
May the promise of Christ’s spirit working in us light up our lives.

May the love He revealed to us 
Shape our care-giving and peace-making.

May the truths in God’s word guide our journey.
May love overcome again in 2022.

Susan Bejba -Editor

A big “Thank You” to this month’s Newsletter Team: Rev. Jennifer Mountain, Peter Bisset, Kathy Beau-
doin, Natacha Sanson, and Judy Campbell (resource) for sharing their talent, hard work and time in bringing 

this Easter Newsletter to you.


