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Pictured here is GOC’s Brett Buell with Leanne Hibbits of NAMI, Mayor Lauren 
Poe, Theresa Beachy of Peaceful Paths. Chad Scott and Joel DeCoursey 

Alachua County Sheriff’s Office, Don Savoie of Meridian, and more. 
As proud as we are of our accomplishments with our Members, we know we don’t do this 
alone. Our Members get support from great agencies across our region in areas such as 
medical, housing, education, and other key areas.  

As part of our continued growth, other agencies are reaching out to us as well.

For example, it is hard to keep a job when you are homeless and cannot shower or have no 
transportation to work.  While the GOC provides many supports, we also rely on community 
partners to provide much needed help along the way.  We are grateful for entities such as 
Meridian, Shands, the VA, the FACT Team, the United Way, and many more.  

Meridian recently hosted the first quarterly meeting aimed at coordinating services in order 
to implement better and more comprehensive care.  We were invited to participate. Along with 
this invitation, the GOC spoke to doctors at North Florida Hospital, and law enforcement Co-
responders who specialize in helping those in a mental health crisis.  Many agencies visited 
the GOC this month to observe our daily operations and how we help Members. We are 
working on more relationships to coordinate care.  

The GOC is proud to be part of our community. Our vision is a world where people living with 
mental illness become an integral part of society.  We cannot do it alone. Please see page 8 of 
the Gazette to see some of the great people of the great agencies we call our partners.

Partners in Our Community



Clubhouse Colleague Training
by Reid Schreiber
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After a full day of work, Reid, 
Deidra, and Kaitlyn had homework 

every night.

For accreditation, Clubhouses are required 
to have all staff trained at an approved 
training site. This July, GOC sent two staff 
and a Member for two weeks of training at 
the Gateway Clubhouse in Greenville, South 
Carolina. GOC Member and board member 
Reid Schreiber, Executive Director Deidra 
Simon, and GOC generalist Kaitlyn Roberts 
were there from July 11 to July 22, 2022. The 
Secretary for GOC’s Board of Directors, Gail 
Childs, joined for week two. Along with ours, 
three other Clubhouses attended. Two of 
the Clubhouses were from Florida.  Like we 
do at the GOC, there were opportunities to 
work side-by-side with Members and staff in 
the various units at Gateway.  Gateway has 
three times as many Members as we do, so 
this experience will continue to help us as we 
grow.  

The training touched upon the founding of the first 
mental health Clubhouse, Fountain House, back in 1948, 
in New York City. John Beard developed the Clubhouse 
model through trial-and-error in the 1950s, while serving 
as executive director of Fountain House. Relationships 
provide the foundation for personal transformations 
at Clubhouses. Members gain confidence through the 
important work of operating the Clubhouse by Members 
and staff working together. Clubhouses provide a 
community for individuals living with mental illness, 
while improving the overall health of its Members so they 
can gain employment. 

The GOC team was busy. We worked full eight hour days 
and had homework assignments every night. We read 
Clubhouse-related articles and created an Action Plan.

Those who attended the training are now back in 
Gainesville, determined to take action on goals, which 
they hope will change lives by improving the functions 
of the GOC. Another group from GOC looks forward the 
opportunity to train in the future.

Deidra, Gail, and Kaitlyn are with Clubhouse 
International COO Jack Yatsko. 
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Occasionally, the GOC has Members that go above and beyond. Reid Schreiber is one of those 
Members. Reid has been with The GOC since 2014. He came because he was isolating and felt he 
needed to meet other people in the area. At the Clubhouse, Reid felt comfortable and not as self-
conscious. Working here gave him a sense of purpose and his natural leadership abilities later 
brought him to the GOC board. Reid served as secretary for two years. Recently, Cyndi Garvin 
resigned from her position as VP and she nominated him as her replacement. We know that 
Reid will excel in this new role.

Recently, Reid, as well as our Executive Director, Deidra  Simon and Generalist, Kaitlyn Roberts, 
traveled to South Carolina for Clubhouse International Training. One thing that stood out for 
him was the importance of relationships between Clubhouse staff and members. It was also 
beneficial for Reid to see a larger Clubhouse operate, which showed the possibilities for future 
growth of the GOC. There was staff from other Clubhouses at 
the training giving attendees the opportunity to collaborate.

Reid keeps coming back to the Clubhouse to work with the 
office and media units. Currently, he is organizing files on 
our server. It is a tedious task, but all jobs at the GOC are 
important. Doing this helps staff and members work more 
efficiently in creating the monthly and daily newsletters 
as well as being able to better locate files for video editing 
in Adobe Premiere. Reid has spent time on the editing 
computer helping on many projects 
including our upcoming Founder’s  
Video.

Reid takes the initiative when at the 
Clubhouse and shows up for the 
GOC & mental health whenever 
needed. However, he says that 
overall, it is the connections with 
other Members that he values most.

Building connections with others 
who have lived experience while 
doing meaningful work is what the 
GOC is about. Reid, we appreciate 
you and wish you the best as our 
new Board VP!
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Member Spotlight Reid Schreiber by Lloyd Boulet
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988

Aug 24 Culver’s Event GOC Bowling Team
The GOC Bowling Team took first place in our 
district for the Special Olympics. This shows 

hard work pays off, as the GOC practiced 
for several weeks. It is good to feel like you 
are part of a team, it is good to feel you are 
part of a community, and it is good to feel 

that sense of accomplishment.  Great job to 
everyone involved!!!

There is a new number to dial for anyone in a 
mental health crisis.  988 has been launched 
throughout the country, including our area.  
In Alachua County, the 988 number will link 

you to the Alachua County Crisis Center. 
From there, their staff will connect people 
to appropriate community resources.  911 
remains in effect for emergencies as well.  

The NAMI Walk will be held October 2 at West 
Side Park.  Registration begins at 8 am. The 
GOC is proud to partner with NAMI, and we 
are grateful for the services they provide.

NAMI Walk

Updates

Please join us for a Friend Raising Event 
August 24 from 5-8 pm. Culver's is the site 
of one of our most successful employment 

partnerships.  Together, the GOC and 
Culver's has employed people who haven't 
worked in 10 years, 20 years, or even ever. 

Come meet good people, eat good food, and 
learn about our program. Whether you eat 
a meal or buy a pint of custard, 10% of the 

proceeds will go to the GOC.
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Want to help?  Below are various ways that you can help us help others.

If you work for a business that’s part of the United Way, you 
can donate pre-tax through your employer.  The United Way 
has a sign up period near the end of the calendar year. Think 
GOC!!!!!

When you shop on Amazon, think of 
GOC! 

Any and all help is appreciated. Simply 
search for us on Amazon or click the 

images to the left and to the right. 
(Wishlist-> https://tinyurl.com/yum48cu3)

Please use our email info@goclubhouse.org as the recipient.

Click here to donate with a bank card 
through the Community Foundation-

Philanthropy Hub

GOC Proudly Supported by: 
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(Below) John got to visit 
Jacksonville Jaguars 

training camp. 

(Above and Below) The garden 
team assembles a bed for our 

garden.

(Above right) Pat is counting 
money for a GOC bank 

deposit.  
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Monthly Calendar and Events

Newsletter Credits:

Brett Buell 
Producer / Writer/ 
Layout/Photos

Rob Ellis
Photographer

Bella Jimenez
Photographer

Lloyd Boulet
Writer/Layout

Reid Schreiber
Writer

John Smith
Photographer

August 6 - Social Saturday                              11:00 am-1:00 pm

August 20 - Social Saturday                             11:00 am-1:00 pm

August 24 - Friend-Raiser at Culver’s  5:00 pm - 8:00pm

August 26 -  Member’s Birthday Party           12:30 pm

August 26 - Artwalk                                         5:00 pm-7:00 pm                

August 31 - Employment Dinner                   4:30 pm- 6:30 pm

8:30 am Clubhouse Opens

9:00 am Breakfast starts

9:30 am General Membership Meeting

10:00 am Work Day commences in Office, 
Culinary, Media and Garden

12:00 pm Lunch

2:00 pm Work Day Continues

4:30 pm Clubhouse closes

Weekly Meetings

Daily Events and Meetings

Monday 2:00 pm- Programming

Tuesday 2:00 pm- Culinary, Wellness, Garden

Wednesday 2:00 pm- Website

Wednesday 3:00 pm- Newsletter

Thursday 2:00 pm- Adobe/Media

Georgeanna Gaines          August 1st
Lasheka Roberts               August 7th
Deborah Best                    August 10th
Robert Wethertington     August 12th
Shamarr Williams            August 13th
Joanna Brouades              August 15th
Kyana Williams                August 29th

Birthdays



Community Partner Pictures

GOC Member Scott Hesch 
visits with Cpl Bill Gough and 

Meridian’s Victoria Blass. 

Cpl Shelly Postle of GPD and 
Elliott Schmidt of Meridian visit 
with GOC Member John Smith.

Tina Harkness, Jaanel Berrick, and 
Tia Ingram are taking time to explore 
additional services for their clients.

Susan is with Kay Wiggins of 
Challenge Enterprises. They 

employ people with disabilities. 

Tanya McGruder from 
Alachua County visited us. 

Paige Ensor is an employment 
counselor with the VA. She has 
brought us several Members.
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