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 Rotary Steps Up For The GOC

The Rotary Wild Game feast was 
a smashing success. As a result, 
The Rotary Club of Gainesville 
Foundation, Inc., of Gainesville will 
donate up to $60,000 for our kitchen 
remodel.  The GOC will soon have a 
commercial restaurant style kitchen 
to prepare more meals. The kitchen 

will also help acclimate Members to a work environment that will help in our job placements.

GOC Members, Staff and Board all participated in workdays leading up to the event, as well as the 
event itself.

People living with mental illness often are 
isolated and cut off from the rest of the 
community. Rotary welcomed our Members 
with open arms and were thrilled to see our 
Members making progress in their lives.   

‘We were thrilled to work with the GOC. They 
were out here every week helping us put this 
event on.  Their participation made a huge 
difference in our success,”  Jay Norqvist, 
Feastmaster.

The GOC is grateful for so much awareness 
and support.  Thank you, Rotary, for helping us 
help others.
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Rotary Kitchen at GOC: 

Rotarians Michael Pellet, Dalton 
Baker, and Mike Conroy are donating 

their time and expertise to design 
and manage our project.  It truly 

shows the spirit of people who are 
part of Rotary.

Walls will be coming down. 
Home style cabinets will 
be removed and donated 
to others. Plumbing will 
be added. We will have 

new floors. The GOC will 
have a three sink set up for 

washing dishes.  

All of this, thanks to 
Rotarians from 4 different 

Rotary Clubs in Gainesville. 
They all come together for 
this big event that benefits 

local charities. Along 
with the GOC, the Child 
Advocacy center and the 

UF mobile Outreach Clinic 
will also receive money from 
Rotary. Rotary has donated 

over $2.25 million to charities 
over the past 37 years. 

The Wild Game feast did not happen in 2021, due to COVID. This year, over 1,400 people attended 
the event.  Many people living with mental illness are cut off and isolated from the community.  Rotary 
welcomed our members and worked side-by-side with many of them at work-parties and the evening 
of the event.  It is truly an example of service above self and an example of serving to change lives. 

At Saturday work parties, GOC Members helped with everything from laying sod to 
powerwashing tables. The nightof the event, GOC Members cut meat, washed dishes, and 

made sure the trash cans weren’t full.
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Growing, Dedicated Leadership 
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At the GOC, our leadership is growing.  
Welcome, Deidra Simon, our new 
Executive Director. Deidra joins us 
from the Center for Independent Living 
in Jacksonville where she was Director 
of Human Resources and Operations.  
Along with oversight of human resources, 
Deidra assisted managing a staff of nearly 
25 people. She also trained employees 
on policies and procedures vital to the 
company’s success.   

One of the challenges at the GOC has been 
developing the infrastructure to keep up 
with our growth. We have gone from a 1-2 
person operation to a 7 person operation. 
We hope to continue this trajectory.  
Increased funding means increased 

requirements, and we need seasoned expertise to help us navigate the rules and regulations 
required by law.  Deidra is the perfect person for this challenge as she not only has the skill, but also 
the passion to help our Members move forward.

“My life’s work has been dedicated to helping people with disabilities break through barriers and 
feel empowered.  The GOC has been doing just that since 2007, and I am proud to be a part of this 
mission.”

Deidra’s dedication has been evident her whole career. Many GOC Members have disabilities that 
go beyond their mental illnesses, and many people living with other disabilities that Deidra has 
worked with have also 
experienced mental 
health issues.  

We welcome 
Executive Director 

Deidra Simon,  
to oversee our 

operation.  Along with 
Program Director 

Maggie Hannon and 
Development Director 

Brett Buell, the GOC 
is poised to continue 

its tremendous 
growth.
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Member Spotlight: CJ Wagoner 
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Member Spotlight: CJ Wagoner

Meet CJ (which stands for Christopher Jason)! 
In the Fall of 2020, CJ needed an environment 
that would help with his mental illness. He also 
needed to be around more people and make 
new friends. 
GOC has provided an environment where 
there is a lot of understanding, caring, 
compassionate people that CJ can come back 
to. He has made lots of friends, too.  He has 
become more comfortable being around other 
people, and more confident being himself. CJ 
doesn’t feel like he is being judged by others. 
This atmosphere gives CJ the comfort level 
he needs to try new things without the fear of 
failure.   CJ says, “This place feels like home.”
GOC has helped CJ in his recovery by giving 
him an opportunity to try new things with no strings attached—for example, the different work units in 
the Work Ordered Day. There is no pressure for CJ to do anything he does not want to do. Because 
of this, CJ has tried, and liked cooking, gardening, and shopping. He is now living on his own for the 
first time in his life!
CJ’s goals are to live independently by doing more things without his dad helping out, and to get 

a dog! CJ would like a job sometime in 
the future, but not just quite yet. He would 
possibly want to work somewhere outside 
with animals.
CJ is currently in his second semester at 
Santa Fe College at the Grow Hub. CJ 
became interested in gardening at GOC, 
and wanted to further his knowledge on and 
advance his techniques in gardening. GOC 
helps out by giving him rides to and from 
Santa Fe College.
And CJ helps the GOC by taking what he 
has learned about gardening and teaching 
it to his fellow GOC Members back at the 
Clubhouse!
Since coming to the GOC, CJ has grown 
from being quiet, shy, and not participating, 
to very social, and willing to try new things. 
CJ enjoys saying hello to Members and 
guests! CJ says, “GOC is an awesome place 
to go to to meet people similar to me, and to 
not be judged!”
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 Updates:
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Community

Amazing GiveBike Day

Artwalk at GOC
The GOC has partnered with Gainesville 

Artwalk. Our building will permanently host 
an Artwalk site every month, displaying and 

selling GOC Members art. We made new 
friends. For March, Alexis Henderson was the 
featured artist.  Come see us the last Friday of 

the month from 5-8pm at the GOC, 1210 NW 
14th Ave.

Achieving good mental health without 
good overall health is almost impossible. 

Therefore it is part of our mission to connect 
our Members to other services and other 

wonderful organizations in our community.  
The UF Mobile Outreach Clinic visited and 

provided free health screenings and COVID 
shots for our Members.

The Gainesville Community will come 
together for a 4-mile bike ride from the 

Cade Museum to Boulware Springs Park. 
Registration is $25 and includes a t-shirt. 

Family registration is $35 and includes two 
t-shirts.  We also have Bronze, Silver, and 

Gold Sponsorships available for $100, $250 
and $500.

https://tinyurl.com/2v2tcnpk 

The GOC will be participating in the Amazing 
Give. Online donations will open April 14.

https://www.theamazinggive.org/
organizations/gainesville-opportunity-center



GOC GAZETTE

  (6)      

<--- Click to go to the United Way Campaign Website

If you work for a business that’s part of the United Way, you can donate pre-tax 
through your employer.  The United Way has a sign up period near the end of the 
calendar year. Think GOC!!!!!

When you shop on Amazon, think of GOC! 

Any and all help is appreciated. Simply search for us on 
Amazon or click the images to the left and to the right. 

(Wishlist-> https://tinyurl.com/yum48cu3)

Please use our email info@goclubhouse.org 
as the recipient. Click here to donate with a bank card 

through the Philanthropy Hub

The GOC will be the primary recipient of Rotary Wild Game feast Funds this year. We 
plan to use the money to upgrade our kitchen to commercial quality.

https://www.rotarygainesville.org/wild-
game-feast/

GOC Proudly Supported by: 

Want to help?  Below are various ways that you can help us help others.
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Monthly Calendar and Events

Newsletter Credits:

Brett Buell 
Producer / Writer/ 
Layout/Photos

Rob Ellis
Photographer

David Stevens
Writer

Michael Shea
Layout 

John Smith
Photographer

Adam Wagoner
Layout Design

David Turull
Layout/Consultant

April 2 - GOC Car Wash
April 16 - Social Saturday
April 21 - Amazing Give
April 29 - Art Market at GOC

8:30am Clubhouse Opens

9:00am Breakfast starts

9:30 am General Membership Meeting

10:00 am Work Day commences in Office, 
Culinary, Media and Garden

12:00 pm Lunch

12:30 pm Wellness Walk

1:00 pm

1:30 pm Office Unit Meeting

2:00pm Work Day Continues

4:30 pm Clubhouse Closes

Weekly Meetings

Daily Events and Meetings

Monday 2:00 p.m.- Programming

Tuesday 2:00 p.m.- Culinary, Wellness, Garden

Wednesday 2:00 p.m.- Website

Wednesday 3:00 p.m.- Newsletter

Thursday 2:00 p.m- Adobe/Media

April 9 - Sierra Reynolds
April 10th Rose Ann Walker
April 13th David R. Stevens
April 25th Stcey Ishmael
April 25th Joevan S. Jenkins
April 26th Jacob Newcomb
April 30th Kelly Anne Hurtt

Birthdays
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Month in Pictures

For Social 
Saturday, we 

took a trip to the 
Santa fe Zoo. 
We do social 
activities, art, 
and wellness 
activities two 
Saturdays per 

month.

Maryann 
loves to work 
in the garden.

Maggie Hannon is with Joshua Shatkin and 
Robert Bosarge. The Artwalk was a great 

success and will return April 29th.

(Above) Sean is making homemade 
vegetable soup in the soon to be remodeled 
GOC kitchen. It has worked well for us, but 
we are outgrowing it. (Below) Susan and 

Kyanna are making lunch.
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