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More Support than Ever by Sean Siegel

As part of our continued growth, the GOC is giving 
more job support to our Members than ever.

Thanks to ongoing collaboration and the continuing 
progression between membership of the GOC with 
staff, our Members report positive experiences 
and a pleasant working relationship at their jobs.  
This is the height of the GOC’s role in vocational 
rehabilitation efforts and points to a simple principle: 
GOC’s growth.

The GOC is proud to have 8 members in supported 
positions.  Staff is doing phenomenal work at the 
GOC and through this, GOC staff can directly work 
with  Members at their job sites for support.

Currently, three members work at Culver’s.  Jerry 
Baker is working his second stint in a Transitional 
Employment (TE)  position.  Joe Van Jenkins 
started in a TE and is now working a Supported 
Employment (SE) position where he is learning 
the cash register and kitchen.  Keoun Phillips is 
working his first paid job ever in a TE position.  

Four Members are working with Alachua County.  
Valerie is the longest tenured employee  graduating 

from a TE 
postion to 
becoming a full time employee!  Joanna Broaudes and Susan 
Thomas now work in the State Attorney’s office where they clean.   
Pat Bateman works as a courier clerk for the administration 
building and neighboring County office buildings. 

As for me, I love my TE positon in facilities management where I 
help keep the County administration building clean.  I look forward 
to continued employment in the future.  I am proud of myself, 

and my fellow 
Members for the 
work we are doing 
at the Gainesville 
Opportunity Center. 

https://www.facebook.com/Gainesville.Opportunity.Center
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“I wanted a place to come to be accepted and not 
be judged. I wanted to feel like I fit in somewhere,” 
Amanda Castle said about coming to the GOC. She is 
glad she came, and we are glad she is here.  

Amanda Castle is happy she found the GOC, and 
is happy  to be working again full time. She recently 
landed a job driving for LifeSouth. There, she delivers 
blood to hospitals and donor sites.

At the GOC, Amanda often can be found doing data 
entry at the front desk. She also participates in kitchen 
duties and even helps in the garden.  

Before coming to the GOC, Amanda was driving 
for Lyft.  But working from home had its pluses and 
minuses. She found it difficult to motivate herself to 
maintain a work schedule. Since the GOC emulates a work day, we have set times when we work on 
projects.  Amanda could come here, knowing there was something to do to be productive, and that 
has helped her move forward.  

“Being on a regular schedule has helped me.   Having a reason to get out of bed has helped me.  I 
needed that structure to move forward.”  The GOC is open 9-to-5, Monday through Friday, and has 
other activities on some evenings and weekends.  The GOC helped Amanda polish her resume and 
helped her with some leads. She interviewed on her own and is working in Independent Employment 
(IE,) meaning the GOC won’t have direct contact with her employer.  

Amanda is thankful the GOC helped her with her job search and gave a place to come. But what she 
values the most are the friendships she has made along the way. “I feel like I am part of  a community 
now. I feel like there are people here who genuinely care about me.”

GOC GAZETTE
Member Spotlight: Amanda Castle
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Culinary

Education
We are increasing our tutoring program and 
are trying to get all the Members interested 
TABE tested so we know what level they are 
at and where to place them.

Community
Every three months the GOC hosts Crisis 
Intervention Training with local Law 
Enforcement Officers. Officers spend a week 
in training and have one elective here.  

They talk with our Members about how to 
better serve people who are in a state of 
crisis.  They also get to hear about what we 
are doing at the GOC to help people move 
forward in their lives, which in the end, helps 
keep them out of crisis. 

Our squash is doing well in the garden, but 
otherwise, things are starting to fade. We are 
going to plant some cover crops to help the 
soil and get ready for the fall.  We are planting 
onions in the short term.

Once a month we will be selling our goods at 
One Love Cafe.  They host a farmer’s market 
every Wednesday. GOC staff and Members  
will be there the third Wednesday of every 
month.

Office
You’ve seen us grow, and now that we have 
important parts of the Clubhouse model 
in place we are preparing for International 
Accreditation.

Clubhouse International will be paying 
us a visit consisting of faculty who will 
be examining us to see if we are running 
the program at the level needed for full 
accreditation.  Faculty is made up of staff 
and Members from 
other Clubhouses, 
as Members 
are involved in 
everything.  More to 
come on this soon! 
The Accredition visit 
is set up for October 
18.
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How You Can Help

United Way Campaign and Link

If you work for a business that’s part of the United Way, you can 
donate pre-tax through your employer.  The United Way has a sign up 
period near the end of the calendar year. Think GOC!!!!!

Paypal Donate

Please use our email info@goclubhouse.org as the recipient.

We are in need of specific items. Check out our wishlist at 

https://tinyurl.com/yum48cu3

When you shop on Amazon, think of the GOC! You can designate us as 
your charity on Amazon Smile. A small percentage of every purchase will 
go to the GOC. 

If you are a regular reader, you know the GOC is growing every 
month.  Do you want to help?  Below are various ways that you can 

help us help others.

GOC is funded by: The Florida Dept of Children and 
Families, and Lutheran Services of Florida, private 

donation, and grants.

https://tinyurl.com/yum48cu3
https://www.unitedwayncfl.org/
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=FWU77YSAUBMZY&Z3JncnB0=
https://tinyurl.com/yum48cu3
http://smile.amazon.com
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August 7 - Social Saturday, 10am-2pm 

August 21 - Social Saturday, 10am-2pm

August 25 - Employment Dinner, 5-7pm

August 27 - Member Birthday Celebration, 12:30pm

September 6 - Labor Day Social/Bowling, 10am-2pm

8:30am Culinary Unit arrives to start 
Breakfast

9:00am Clubhouse opens, Breakfast is 
served.

9:30am Wellness Walk

10:00am General Membership Meeting

10:30am Work Day commences in Office, 
Culinary, Media and Garden

1:30pm Office Unit Meeting

2:00pm Work Day Continues

5:00pm Clubhouse Closes

Weekly Meetings

Daily Events and Meetings

Monday 2pm- Program

Tuesday 2pm- Culinary, Wellness, Garden

Wednesday 2pm- Website

Wednesday 3pm- Newsletter

Thursday 2pm- Adobe/Media

August 1 - Jerry Baker
August 5 - Amber Hodges
August 7 - Lasheka Roberts
August 10 - Deborah Best
August 15 Joanna Broaudes
August 29 - Kyana Williams

Birthdays




