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Official Ribbon Cutting Held at 
Morgan Tennis Courts 
After many years of being unusable, 
there was much excitement about the 
official ribbon-cutting ceremony for the 
newly rebuilt Morgan Avenue tennis 
courts on Sunday, September 12th.

Minneapolis Park and Recreation 
Board Superintendent Al Bangoura 
did the ribbon-cutting honors, and 
many elected officials and leaders, 
including Minneapolis Mayor Jacob 
Frey and Minneapolis City Council 
Member Linea Palmisano, joined with 
community members to celebrate the 

finished project after lending their 
support throughout the process. 

The new courts got a good test run with 
fun on-court games for all ages and 
abilities, led by representatives from the 
USTA and InnerCity Tennis. Players 
from the Washburn Tennis teams were 
out in force to celebrate the restoration of 
their long-missed home courts, and prizes 
for some lucky winners included tennis 
lessons with pros and tennis racquets 
donated by Michael Lynne’s Tennis Shop.

Generous contributions and 
donations from organizations, such 
as the Washburn Foundation and the 
Lynnhurst Neighborhood Association, as 
well as from many individuals, to-
gether with Minneapolis Parks and other 
stakeholders, made this rebuilding effort 
possible. Now everyone can enjoy these 
beautiful tennis courts in a beautiful 
setting. For more details visit support-
thecourts.net/love-morgan-courts. 

FROM LEFT: Marion 
Greene, Hennepin 

County Commissioner; 
Ann Prentice, Love 

Morgan Courts; Linea 
Palmisano, Minneapolis 

City Council Member, 
13th Ward; Minneapolis 
Mayor Jacob Frey; Beth 
Gyllstrom, Chair of Love 
Morgan Courts; Anne 
Miller, Love Morgan 

Courts; John Wheaton, 
Executive Director, 

InnerCity Tennis; Tracy 
Robinson, Love Morgan 

Courts; Minneapolis 
Park & Recreation 

Board Superintendent 
Al Bangoura; Ellen 
Doll, President and 
Founder, Support 
the Courts; Becky 

Cantellano, Executive 
Director, USTA Northern. 

PHOTO - ERIC MILLER

Coordinator Ruth Olson 
info@lynnhurst.org

The Association's mission is to foster 
a strong sense of community for 
all within Lynnhurst, contributing 
to a stronger Minneapolis. 

continued on p4
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Be an Informed 
Voter in Ward 13
Lynnhurst Neighborhood Association (LYNAS) 
partnered with many other neighborhood associations 
this fall to bring you a series of non-partisan, educational 
opportunities to learn more about the candidates and 
issues that will be on your ballot on Nov. 2.

On Sept. 28, we co-sponsored a forum with the 
four candidates for the Minneapolis Park and 
Recreation Board District. The forum recording can 
be viewed at tinyurl.com/MPRB-District-6.

On Oct. 16, we co-sponsored and educational forum 
about the three proposed charter amendments. The 
forum featured presentations both for and against each 
of the three amendments. The forum recording can be 
viewed at tinyurl.com/MPLS-Charter-Education.

On Oct. 19, we co-sponsored a forum with the candidates 
for Ward 13 Minneapolis City Council. The link to view 
the recording can be found on our website, lynnhurst.org.

Rank Choice 
Voting…Easy as 
One, Two, Three!
By the League of Women Voters Minneapolis with ad-
ditional information from Fair Vote Minnesota and the 
City of Minneapolis Voter and Election Services

Minneapolis residents now have more flexibility in choos-
ing who they vote for thanks to Ranked Choice Voting 
(RCV), a unique method for electing local officials that 
was first implemented in our city in 2013. On November 
2, you can vote for your first, second and third choice 
candidates for the offices of Mayor, City Council, Park & 
Recreation Board, and Board of Estimate and Taxation. 
That’s right, just like the lottery, you can pick three.

Here’s how RCV works: Choose the candidate who best 
represents your views, and fill in the circle beside their name 
under the 1st Choice column. You can then proceed to 
indicate your second and third choice candidates by marking 
the circles next to their names in the 2nd and 3rd choice 
columns. There is no Primary election runoff, so no candidates 
are excluded before Election Day. You can choose any 
candidate among every candidate who files to run for office.

You don’t have to choose three candidates, but here’s why you 
might want to: After the polls close, all first choice votes will be 
counted (including absentee and vote-by-mail ballots). If there 
is a clear winner – that is, if one candidate receives the highest 
vote count ABOVE the 50 percent threshold - the race is called, 
and that candidate is declared the winner. If no candidate 
reaches 50 percent, then the counting moves to round two.

In round two, the candidates in the first round of counting 
with the lowest vote counts and no mathematical chance of 
winning are eliminated, and their voters’ votes are shifted 
to their second choice candidate. If, after round two, no 
candidate reaches the threshold, the counting moves to 
round three, four, and five etc. until the candidate with 
the most votes above 50 percent is declared the winner.

RCV is a simple, cost-effective, common sense reform that:

 F Gives voters more choice and more power

 F Requires candidates to build broad majority coalitions

 F Encourages positive campaigning and civility

 F Solves the spoiler problem

 F Promotes more inclusive, diverse 
and representative elections

 F Reduces polarization and breaks through gridlock 

Are You Registered to 
Vote? Is it Too Late?
Unlike many states, voters can wait until Election Day 
to register in Minnesota. You may register in person at 
the Early Vote Center (980 E. Hennepin Ave) or at your 
polling place on Election Day. You will need to bring 
ONE proof of residence with you. Such as:

 F ID with current name and address

 F Photo ID and a document with current name and  
address such as a utility bill, bank 
statement or rental lease

 F Registered voter who can confirm your  
address (this is known as ‘vouching’)

 F Other options listed at sos.state.mn.us/elections
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Remember: your VOTE is your VOICE, and every eligible 
voter has the right to be heard. Democracy depends on it.

Commonly Asked Questions 
About Rank Choice Voting

Does my vote still count if I vote for the 
same candidate three times?

Yes, but your vote will count once for that candidate. 
Ranking one candidate as your first, second and third 
choice is the same as leaving the second and third choices 
blank. You do not improve a candidate’s chances of win-
ning by voting for the candidate more than once.

Does my vote still count if I only select one choice?

Yes, your vote will count for your one choice. Ranking 
up to three different choices for each office is op-
tional. Your vote stays with a candidate through all 
rounds of counting. If that candidate is defeated, your 
vote transfers to your next ranked candidate. 

Can I give multiple candidates the same ranking?

No. Ranking more than one candidate in a column 
is an overvote. We will skip that column and transfer 
the overvote to your next ranked choice, if any.

How to complete a ranked choice ballot

WEBBER PARK
Parks Party

BELTRAMI PARK
Parks United

LOWRY PARK
Parks United

POWDERHORN PARK
Parks Party

1st Choice
Select One

WEBBER PARK
Parks Party

BELTRAMI PARK
Parks United

LOWRY PARK
Parks United

POWDERHORN PARK
Parks Party

WEBBER PARK
Parks Party

BELTRAMI PARK
Parks United

LOWRY PARK
Parks United

POWDERHORN PARK
Parks Party

2nd Choice
If any, must be different from 

your 1st choice

3rd Choice
If any, must be different from 

your 1st  and 2nd choices
1 2 3

STEP 1: 

Choose your top 

candidate. This is your 

1st choice candidate 

and will be the vote 

that is considered first.

STEP 2: 

If you have a 2nd choice 

(not required), you 

may select another 

candidate. This must 

be different from your 

1st choice candidate. 

STEP 3: 

If you have a 3rd choice 

(not required), you 

may choose another 

selection. This must 

be different from your 

1st and 2nd choices.

How votes are counted: 

All 1st choice votes are counted. If no candidate has the required number of votes 

to win, candidates that have the fewest votes are eliminated. This process continues 

until a candidate has enough votes to win. Election officials only use your 2nd or 3rd 

choice if your 1st choice has already been eliminated. 

vote.minneapolismn.gov

Do not choose the same 

candidate more than once. 

BALLOT ERRORS

1st 2nd 3rd 

X

1st 2nd 3rd 

X
Do not choose more than one 

candidate in the same column.

Meet LYNAS 
Vice President 
Logan Warren
Hello Everyone! My name is Logan Warren, I am the Vice 
President of the Lynnhurst Neighborhood Association 
(LYNAS) and in my first term on the Board. My wife Emily 
and I moved to Minneapolis in 2012 with our dog Ruby, 
rented an apartment in Lynnhurst, then purchased a home 
in the neighborhood roughly a year later. We have lived 
in our current home for about nine years with our two 
girls, both of whom currently attend Kenny Elementary 
school. Like many Lynnhurst residents, I enjoy being 
outside, canoeing the lakes and creek and taking in the 
amenities our neighborhood has to offer. I currently coach/
manage both of my girls’ Fuller soccer teams and enjoy 
building projects in my workshop when time allows. 

I wanted to join the LYNAS Board to become more involved in 
my neighborhood and to get some insight into the mechanics 
of how local organizations function. I also felt the need to 
become more involved in the community after the killing of 
George Floyd and the civil unrest which followed. For me, 
joining the LYNAS Board was an actionable step I could 
take to get involved and see what I could do to build a larger 
sense of community in our neighborhood and Minneapolis. 

To that end, one of my main goals, and something I am work-
ing on with a few other board members, is to reach out and 
build some connections across the city. We are very early in this 
process, but we’re hopeful to have more info for you regarding 
this effort in the future. Another project I was involved with 
was the redesign of our new website, lynnhurst.org. It looks 
fantastic! I encourage you to check it out for more info on the 
board, Lynnhurst history, and other neighborhood happenings. 

I’m excited to continue my first term on the 
board and look forward to continuing to build 
and connect our Lynnhurst community!



44

Spotlight
NEIGHBOR

When Jeanine Ross and her husband 
Sam decided to sell their house 
in the Bancroft neighborhood in 
1985, they intentionally chose to 
look for a new house in a very small 
geographic area of Minneapolis 
instead of moving closer to their 
jobs in the western suburbs. 

The couple chose Lynnhurst, 
specifically the 52nd and James 
Ave. block, to make their home and 
where Jeanine has served as longtime 
Community Crime Prevention 
Volunteer and Block Leader.

Jeanine says “There are so many 
wonderful reasons that I enjoy living 
in the Lynnhurst neighborhood. I 
truly enjoy the nearby urban natural 
beauty of Lake Harriet, Minnehaha 
Creek and our green spaces. I love 
being here in all seasons - enjoying 
my daily walks with my dog, Taj, 

cycling, kayaking, cross country skiing, 
or snowshoeing on Lake Harriet and 
Minnehaha Creek. I so appreciate the 
sense of community I feel being able to 
walk or cycle and support our nearby 
services, restaurants and shops.”  

Jeanine also shared one of the major 
highlights of living on the 52nd and James 
Avenue block: “Almost everyone is a friend. 
We support each other plus we have a lot of 
fun together! I tell others that living on our 
block is like ‘living in a dorm at college’.”

This collegial spirit on the block made it 
easy for Jeanine to say ‘yes!’ to volunteering 
as the block leader for the past 25 years. 

“We have several annual traditions. Often 
we have a Memorial Day potluck brunch to 
kick off the season. In the summer, a creative 
couple on our block organizes the ‘Annual 
James Avenue South Lawn Olympics’ which 
lasts all afternoon and into the evening. 
Traditionally, we have an ice cream social 
and dessert bar for National Night Out in 
August. In October, another creative couple 
organizes the ‘Annual Pumpkin Races’. 
And in the winter, neighbors sometimes 
organize singing holiday carols on our block 
with a bonfire gathering afterwards.” 

Jeanine explained that because the residents 
on the block really know and care about 
each other, they watch out for each other 
and offer help or support when needed. 
“The number one thing we are doing in 
response to increased crime rates is remind-
ing everyone that ‘If you see something, 
say something’. We keep each other 
informed and if necessary we call 911.”

To help with communication on the block, 
Jeanine has distributed a neighborhood 
house map and a list of residents’ contact in-
formation. “We welcome and help integrate 
new families moving into our neighborhood 
and make it known to all that we are here 
for each other.” Recently, Jeanine ‘passed the 
torch’ as block leader to another long-time 
neighbor and friend, Mark Thome.

Meet Lynnhurst 
Neighbor 
Jeanine Ross

On-court games were run by USTA, InnerCity 
Tennis and players from the Washburn High 
School tennis teams. PHOTO – ERIC MILLER

Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey talked about what 
we can accomplish when we all work together. 

The mayor is proposing a $2.6 million increase for 
youth programming through the Minneapolis Park 

and Recreation Board. PHOTO – ERIC MILLER

Hennepin County Commissioner Marion 
Greene and Minneapolis City Council Member 
Linea Palmisano spoke at the event, as both 
were strong supporters from the beginning 

of the project. PHOTO – ERIC MILLER

The newly rebuilt tennis courts are situated right 

here in the Lynnhurst neighborhood, beside 

Minnehaha Creek at Morgan Avenue South and 

West 52nd Street. PHOTO – ERIC MILLER

Morgan Courts continued from p1
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The Lynnhurst neighborhood is home 
to many businesses. Except for the 
businesses on Lyndale Ave., almost all of 
them are in commercial “nodes” – small 
clusters of businesses near an intersec-
tion. Lynnhurst has 4 business nodes: 
the intersections of 46th and Bryant, 
50th and Bryant, 50th and Penn and 
54th and Penn (Lyndale south of 53rd 
St. is a continuous commercial zone 
rather than a node). These 
small commercial areas 
exist all over Minneapolis 
and virtually every resident 
of south Minneapolis lives 
within a few blocks of one.

Why do these “nodes” 
exist and why are they 
located where they are? The 
short answer, of course, is 
zoning - business nodes 
are specifically zoned for 
commercial activity (C1). 
But why were they zoned this 
way? Was it part of the city 
plan? Did the businesses just happen 
to exist at these corners and the city 
just decided to zone them that way?

Nope. The historical reason for the 
existence of these business nodes is 
streetcars. In the late 1880s, electric 
streetcars began to replace horse-drawn 
cars as a means of mass transportation. 
In 1891, Thomas Lowry formed the 
Twin Cities Rapid Transit Company, 
combining St. Paul and Minneapolis 
streetcar lines. The streetcars were 
immediately popular, and the network 
steadily grew. By the 1920s, Lowry’s 
streetcar company was carrying more 
than 200 million passengers per year 
on over 500 miles of track in the Twin 
Cities metro area. That’s why Lowry has 
a hill, a neighborhood, a tunnel, and an 
avenue named after him in Minneapolis.

Businesses, often with apartments 
built above them, sprouted up around 
the streetcar stops since they attracted 
lots of people. The #3 streetcar line 
went north-south down Bryant 
Avenue, turned west at 50th St., and 
then south on Penn Avenue. The #4 
bus follows that same route today. 
Lynnhurst’s commercial nodes grew 
up around the stops on the #3 line. 

Starting in the 1920s, the emergence of 
the automobile as a mode of travel in the 
city began to erode the popularity of the 
streetcars. Ridership dropped by almost 
half from 1920 to 1932. The suburbs 
that formed around the Twin Cities, 
particularly in the post-WWII area, were 
built with cars, not streetcars, in mind. 
Buses were introduced, were cheaper 
to operate than streetcars, and began 
to replace them. The last Minneapolis 
streetcar made its final run in 1954. By 
that time, the commercial nodes around 
streetcar stops were well established and 
zoning laws allowed them to persist.

Almost 70 years later, these small 
commercial nodes are a defining example 
of the difference between urban and 
suburban living. Most suburban residents 
need to get in a car and drive a consider-
able distance to reach any business or 

commercial area. Walking, biking, or 
taking mass transit to a store is typically 
not a practical option. Commercial areas 
in the suburbs are dominated by big box 
stores, malls and strip malls with plenty 
of parking, not small commercial areas 
integrated into surrounding residential 
areas. The automobile-focused develop-
ment of the suburbs is also a reason most 
suburbs do not have a “downtown,” an 

area of concentrated commercial 
activity, which is something 
that also differentiates suburbs 
from older, rural towns. Many 
Lynnhurst residents view the 
nearby restaurants, bars, coffee 
houses and shops as a main rea-
son to live in the neighborhood.

Places and spaces that offer a va-
riety of functions attract people 
and make a neighborhood 
livelier. The fact that people 
can walk, bike, bus or drive a 
short distance to buy things 
they need makes the city more 

efficient and reduces automobile emis-
sions pollution. Bars, coffee shops and 
cafes offer a gathering place for people 
to easily get to know their neighbors, 
encouraging a sense of community. 
Of course, there are downsides to this 
aspect of urban life as well – increased 
crime, noise, and traffic, for example.

Going forward, Lynnhurst and 
Minneapolis would be well-served 
to carefully consider and plan the 
proper mix and location of residential, 
commercial, and industrial areas of 
the city rather than letting that be 
determined by the layout of a streetcar 
system. Like it or not, Minneapolis’s 
2040 plan, a source of considerable 
controversy and debate in Lynnhurst, is 
exactly that. The city’s neighborhoods 
will be changing as the plan takes effect.

Spotlight
BUSINESS

How Did The 
Streetcar Shape 
Lynnhurst?
by Paul Daggett

Streetcar on the old bridge on Bryant Ave over Minnehaha Creek, taken 

from the Bryant Ave pedestrian bridge, which is still there to this day.
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Our Enduring Environs

Our Enduring Environs   

NEWSLETTER TITLE 

NEWSLETTER DATE  

VOLUME I , ISSUE 1  

Newsletter of the Lynnhurst Environmental Committee (LEC),  
part of the Lynnhurst Neighborhood Association (LYNAS) 

Volume 10, Issue 4 

October 2021 

We’d like to hear from you! 

Please send us your comments and 

suggestions: 

lynnhurst.env.comm@gmail.com 

http://enduringenvirons.wordpress.com/ 
 

lynnhurst.org 
 
 
 

Like Lynnhurst Neighbor-
hood on Facebook and 
stay connected. 

UPDATE: LAKE HARRIET/MORGAN AVE. RESTORATION  
2021 was a big year for planting more native plants at this restoration site on the 
southeast shore of Lake Harriet. The weeding in 2020 was effective at creating 
many new open spaces. Disappointedly, however, lots of (European) Creeping Bell-
flower remains. Creeping Charlie, reed canary grass and small buckthorn sprouts 
are also present, but not nearly in the quantities we found last year. The Lynnhurst 
Environmental Committee (LEC) installed dozens of new plants in early June and 
spent the rest of the season diligently watering the small plants. Most people know 
what a difficult year it was for keeping yards and gardens successfully growing. 

Upcoming Events 

 Nov 1—LEC Zoom Meeting, 
6:30-8:00 

 Nov 6—BUCKTHORN BUST 

 Dec 6—LEC Zoom Meeting, 
6:30-8:00 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

 

11th Annual  

BUCKTHORN BUST 

Saturday, Nov. 6, 2021 

9:30-Noon 
 

Bring a mask, gloves and tools 

 

Meet at  
bottom of 
stairs at  
Dupont  
Ave S 

north side  
of Creek  

BUCKTHORN REMOVAL—EAST LAKE HARRIET PKWY .  
Thanks to LEC member Jim Nicholas, there has also been a tremendous effort to 
remove thick stands of buckthorn from the median between the bike path and  
E. Lake Harriet Parkway south of the beach down to Morgan Ave. Nearby 
neighbors, Lake Harriet Environmental Council, LEC members and others have 
been pitching in to clear out the buckthorn so that native plants can instead thrive 
in this area. New native plants have been added this fall and a native plant seeding 
will be done in late October which should result in some good growth next year. 

May 2021 Oct 2021 

In addition to the Lake  
Harriet site, the LEC has 
been working along  
Minnehaha Creek next to 
and east of  the Dupont Ave 
stairs. This area has been 
largely cleared of buckthorn 
and other invasive plants, 
making lots of room for  
natives, which were also  
installed in early June and 
faithfully watered all summer. 

Keep an eye on this area as you walk or bike by 
it—it’s going to be beautiful next year! 
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ABOUT US AND THIS NEWSLETTER  
The Lynnhurst Environmental Committee (LEC) is part of the Lynnhurst Neighborhood Association. We meet once a month to discuss environmental 
concerns and plan actions to improve the quality and sustainability of the neighborhood’s natural environment. If you would l ike to be involved, join us at 
our monthly meeting on the first Monday of the month, 6:30 p.m., Lynnhurst Community Center, 1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway. If you are unable to 
attend but would still like to participate or be on our email list, contact the LEC at lynnhurst.env.comm@gmail.com 
 

Our Enduring Environs is a periodic newsletter of the LEC made possible through Community Participation Program funding provided to the Lynnhurst 
Neighborhood Association. Our long term goal is to publish solely electronically through email and the Lynnhurst website, Lynnhurst.org         
Check http://enduringenvirons.wordpress.com/  for more information and previous issues of this newsletter. 

We had nine projects installed this year through the Lynnhurst Yards & Gardens for Clean 
Water program, bringing our grand total to 50 projects! Our long-running partnership with 
local non-profit Metro Blooms was again very well-received by all of our participants. 
 

The LEC is discussing the future of our program, partly due to the issue of jumping worms 
and partly because we would like to offer more options to residents. We expect to make a 
decision in the next few months about the type of program we would offer going forward. 
Please watch for announcements in the winter newsletter (Feb. 2022) and on social media. 

 

Thank you to all those who have participated over the past five years of this program—
you are making a difference and your neighbors are noticing! 

MINNEAPOLIS SOLID WASTE & RECYCLING SAYS  YOUR DECIS IONS MATTER! 

Carved pumpkins and other gourds are great organic material and are allowed in the green 
organics recycling cart. However, adding man-made materials such as glitter, paint or  
jewels to pumpkins makes them non-compostable. All painted or bejeweled pumpkins 
must be disposed of as garbage.  

INCLUDE PUMPKINS IN YOUR ORGANICS RECYCLING CART  

 YARD WASTE COLLECTION ENDS THE WEEK OF NOV. 15   
You may place properly prepared yard waste out for collection on your regularly scheduled 
garbage collection day.   
 
 

For more information, visit the Minneapolis Solid Waste & Recycling Yard Waste webpage. 
Request free stickers to label your reusable yard waste container by contacting Solid Waste 
& Recycling at 612-673-2917. 

 LYNNHURST YARDS & GARDENS FOR CLEAN WATER 2022  

 

Shop Smart 
 

 
 

Love Your 

Stuff 
 

 
 

Reduce 

Waste 



Halloween 

Safety         
Halloween is approaching, and our pre-
cious little goblins are going to be hitting 
the streets soon. By preparing your chil-
dren for safe trick or treating fun now, 
you can help them establish safe walking 
habits throughout the entire year.

Review crossing safety 

with children. Talk about:

 FAlways look for cars for yourself. 
Look left, right, and left again.

 FCheck for vehicles that may be 
turning from a nearby intersec-
tion or driveway, or a parked car 
that may be pulling out. Keep 
looking around for traffic until 
you have finished crossing. 

 FWalk, don’t run across the street. 

 FCross the street as few 
times as possible.

Choose a safe and  
familiar route to walk:

 FWalk where there are sidewalks or 
paths separated from traffic if possible.        

 FChoose well-lit streets 
with slow traffic. 

 FAvoid crossing busy or 
high-speed roads. 

 FCross at a light or stop sign 
whenever possible. 

 FStay on the sidewalks. 

 FIf there is no sidewalk, walk on 
the left side of the road. Walk 
single file facing the traffic.

Be seen.  Wear bright colors and 
use retro-reflective materials. (These 
are materials that reflect light back to 
the source, such as headlights, instead 
of diffusing it. This looks brighter 
to drivers.) Carry flashlights. Glow 
sticks are inexpensive and make it 
easier for motorists and parents to 
see trick-or-treaters. In bad weather, 
visibility is even more important.

Choose only homes that 
welcome Halloween visitors.

Look for houses with a porch light 
on and go to the front door only. 
Check with apartment building 
managers regarding their door-to-door 
policy. Young children should be 
accompanied by an adult at all times.

Do a costume check.  

Make sure the child can walk easily 
in the outfit.  All masks or head gear 
should allow your child to see clearly. 
Be sure they can safely negotiate steps 
and to eliminate a tripping hazard, 
the costume is not dragging. Don’t 
forget warm clothes under the costume.  
Our weather can change quickly.

Pedestrians and motorists 
share the responsibility 
for safe streets.  A mes-
sage for motorists:

Drive slowly and watch for children even 
mid-block and between parked cars. 
Always expect pedestrians on Halloween!

Lynnhurst Neighborhood Association 

P.O. Box 19445 

Minneapolis, MN 55419-0445 

Lynnhurst.org


