
   Minutes of November 11, 2021 

LYNAS Board Meeting on Zoom Videoconference 

 

Board Members and Staff Present: Beth Ashbrook, Peter Nussbaum, Mike O’Brien, Clare Padgett, Paul 

Ragozzino, Nancy Selz, Ellen Share, Logan Warren and Ruth Olson 

 

Guests Present:  Cathy Abene, Don LaMagdeleine, Dyan Venters and Richard Schmidt 

 

Meeting called to order at 6:04 p.m. There was an addition to the agenda to discuss Welcome Kit 

distribution. Introductions were held.  

 

Minutes:  Minutes from the October 14 LYNAS meeting were reviewed.  A motion to approve the 

Minutes was carried by unanimous vote.   

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Clare presented the Treasurer’s Report. All committees continue to be underspent 

for the year. The bank accounts have been reconciled with city contracts. A motion to approve a long-

term transfer of $10K from the House account to the City account as carried by unanimous vote. This 

will allow for easier cash flow and bill paying. 

 

MPRB District 6: Commissioner-Elect Cathy Abene reported: 

 As the newly elected MPRB Commissioner, she would like to attend neighborhood association 

meetings as much as possible and work closely with city and school representatives. 

 As she was campaigning, the common themes/concerns she heard were: 

o Encampments 

o Parkway/car access 

o MN State Troopers- access to MPRB HQ 

o Maintenance 

o Funding to the most needy areas (equity) 

o Youth programming and sports 

 Water level management (especially with Minnehaha Creek) is important. She needs to 

understand what policies exist, how they are being applied, which jurisdictions and involved and 

who is being responsible for their commitments. 

 

2022 Budget Planning: 

Ruth presented a proposed 2022 budget based on the 2021 year budget. All committees are requested 

to review their proposed budget and provide feedback, additions or subtractions to Clare. The budget 

will be revised based on feedback and then brought back to the December LYNAS meeting for final 

approval. 

 ACTION ITEM: Clare to send out the 2021 budget and categories to all committees, gather 

feedback and finalize. 

 

New City Requirements: 

A small ad hoc Policy Review Committee has reviewed, edited and finalized 9 new or updated policies 

for LYNAS. These were distributed to all Board Members prior to the meeting. A motion to approve and 

adopt all 9 policies was carried by a vote of 7 yay and 1 abstention. 

 ACTION ITEM: Ruth will finalize all policies, secure signatures and prepare to submit to the city. 

 ACTION ITEM: Peter and Ruth will work on a Board Training Manual. 

We are on track for all required items to be complete before the 12/31/21 deadline. 



Board Position Statement Policy: A slightly revised Board Position Statement Policy was circulated. 

Discussion was held about remaining neutral or not, remaining non-political, and how we hear from our 

community in order to make a statement. Our responses needs to be data-based. We need to promote 

our involvement in neighborhood issues and encourage residents to reach out to us if there is an issue 

they would like to make us aware of and participate in/with (e.g.- closing the Parkway.) 

ACTION ITEM: Nancy had further edits that did not come through. She will send these 

suggestions to Peter. 

 ACTION ITEM: Board to review again in December and finalize. 

 

Board Openings: We currently have two openings on the Lynnhurst Board. A motion to approve Don 

LaMagdeleine to the LYNAS Board was carried by unanimous vote. He will fulfill a term that expires in 

2023. 

 

Additional Agenda Items:  

 5139 Penn Ave S: The proposed development has been of much interest. The Minneapolis Public 

Housing Authority (MPHA) has held a community meeting and also spoken with or met 

individual residents as requested. The public hearing for this development proposal will be held 

at the Planning Commission on 11/15. 

ACTION ITEM: Ruth will forward a link to the agenda and staff report to the Board. 

 In person meetings: There is not a consensus on resuming in-person meetings. We would be 

allowed to use Lynnhurst Recreation Center as a meeting place, but masks would be required. It 

was agreed to continue meeting on Zoom for now, but to explore how to possibly do a hybrid 

meeting where those uncomfortable meeting in person could still participate virtually. 

ACTION ITEM: Peter and Logan will research how to carry out a hybrid meeting and the cost for 

necessary equipment. 

 Southwest Voices is a new online newspaper for southwest Minneapolis and have a proposal for 

content and membership sharing with neighborhood associations. 

ACTION ITEM: Ruth will invite SW Voices to attend the December LYNAS meeting; we can ask 

about their editorial positions at that time. 

 Welcome Kits: Ellen has 30 kits that will need to be delivered. Several Board members and 

guests volunteered to help deliver. We will need to order more bags soon. 

ACTION ITEM: Ellen will collate the kits and send an e-mail for pick up from her front porch. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

 

Minutes prepared by Ruth Olson, Neighborhood Coordinator 

 

Approved by LYNAS Board President:  _______________________ 

 

Signed: _____________________________________ 

                      Beth Ashbrook, LYNAS Secretary 


