
   Minutes of September 9, 2021 

LYNAS Board Meeting on Zoom Videoconference 

 

Board Members and Staff Present: Beth Ashbrook, Paul Daggett, Peter Nussbaum, Mike O’Brien, Clare 

Padgett, Steve Prentice, Paul Ragozzino, Nancy Selz, Logan Warren and Ruth Olson 

 

Guests Present:  CM Linea Palmisano 

 

Meeting called to order at 6:05 p.m. There was an addition to the agenda to discuss LEC expense 

approval system and purchasing a speaker. We will continue to meet on Zoom, but Ruth will ask Nelson 

what the status is for the parks re-opening and when we will be allowed to go back to in-person.  

 

Minutes:  Minutes from the July 8 LYNAS meeting were reviewed.  A motion to approve the Minutes 

was carried by unanimous vote.  Logan will circulate the draft Electronic Media Policy soon. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Clare presented the Treasurer’s Report. It was a quiet month. Regular expenses and 

several rebates were paid. We have now received the debit card and Clare will change over the Zoom 

payment to the LYNAS card; Clare will also order QuickBooks. 

 

Ward 13 Report: CM Palmisano reported: 

 She is interested in an update on the parks opening; many voting precincts are in recreation 

centers. 

 She met with Logan and Ellen (more details below) on ways to engage other neighborhood 

associations and community groups. 

 The survey on how to spend the remaining American Recovery Program Act (ARPA) funds is 

available now through 9/24. This would be a good place to note support for a small amount of 

the funding to go to neighborhood organizations. Ruth will circulate the survey to the Board. 

 Block leader information may be available through street closure permits; she will look into it. 

 Morgan Ave Tennis Courts Ribbon Cutting is on 9/12. 

 The ballot language for the public safety charter amendment is still ensnared in lawsuits. CM 

Palmisano advocates for more information and a fair and accurate description of what the 

amendment would do (= explanatory note.) A judge ordered that an explanatory note be added 

to the ballot. The city attorney’s office suggested language, council passed it, but the lawsuit 
now continues in Hennepin County. If the Hennepin County judge deems the language unclear, 

the question will have to be removed from the ballot due to time constraints. Early voting starts 

on Sept. 17. 

 Nancy informed CM Palmisano about damage to a property due to the utility work portion of 

the street repaving project. She will e-mail the name to CM Palmisano. 

 

Board Openings: We currently have two openings due to the resignation of Mary and the relocation of 

Andrea. We will advertise the openings in e-news and social media. All Board members are encouraged 

to recruit candidates and invite them to check out the October meeting. A motion to appoint Beth as the 

new Secretary was passed by unanimous vote. 

 

Outreach to Other Neighborhood Associations: Logan and Ellen met with Council Member Palmisano. It 

is their vision to establish a program allowing neighborhood associations to build bridges to other 

associations and community groups. CM Palmisano suggested outreach to other neighborhood boards, 

specific cultural community groups and individuals by direct conversation. Logan will work on outreach 



to other associations and Ellen will work on outreach to community groups to determine if there is 

interest in a joint program. Discussion was also held with CM Palmisano about using a Ward 13 Summit 

to approach this as a group of neighborhoods.  Ruth will connect Logan and Ellen with some other 

neighborhood volunteers working on racial equity issues as adjacent programming. 

 

5139 Penn Ave S: Minneapolis Public Housing Authority is proposing a new three-story, six unit 

affordable housing “scattered site” at 5139 Penn. This would replace an existing MPHA duplex on a 
double lot. MPHA has agreed to a community meeting with LYNAS and nearby neighbors to present the 

plans, answer questions and receive feedback. LYNAS will host the meeting on Zoom on Sept. 30. We 

will produce a flyer (with MPHA input) to notify property owners about the proposal. Discussion was 

held as to whether to flyer a 350 ft. radius, a larger radius and if the entire neighborhood should be 

notified of the meeting. A motion to flyer a 350 ft. radius and use social media to notify the rest of the 

neighborhood passed on a 5 to 3 vote with 1 abstention. Ruth will design a simple flyer and get input 

from LYNAS and MPHA. Steve and Ellen will deliver the flyers. 

 

New City Requirements: 

The requirements for the new city funding program were reviewed again. Peter is working on the 

Engagement Plan applications as well as the Network Fund application. These applications require 

demographic information about the current board; Ruth will send a Survey Monkey survey (anonymous) 

for the needed information. The draft of the proposed updated bylaws was reviewed. A motion to adopt 

the revised bylaws was passed by unanimous vote. There are several additional policies that will need to 

be reviewed and adopted by the end of the year. 

 

New Initiatives:  

 Discussion was held about when and how LYNAS should make position statements (e.g.2040, 

Bryant Ave. reconstruction.) Discussion centered on making position statements versus 

facilitation of public discussion. To do this authentically, we need a sense of where the 

neighborhood stands on an issue before taking a position. Peter will write a draft policy and 

revisit the topic next month. 

 

Additional Agenda Items:  

 The southwest neighborhoods (Wards 13, 10 and 11) are working together and have scheduled 

several election-related forums: 

o MPRB District 6 Candidate Forum on 9/28 

o Ward 13 City Council Candidate Forum on 10/4 

o Charter Education Forum on 10/16 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

 

Minutes prepared by Ruth Olson, Neighborhood Coordinator 

 

Approved by LYNAS Board President:  _______________________ 

 

Signed: _____________________________________ 

                      Beth Ashbrook, LYNAS Secretary 


