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Our Mission: Our Mission: 
 The Lynnhurst 
Neighborhood 
Association is a partner 
in our community. We 
sponsor a variety of 
forums and gatherings, 
help drive local improve-
ments, solicit input 
from the community 
and reach out to it with 
our communications, 
and represent the 
neighborhood to make 
a better Lynnhurst.



2020 Accomplishments 
and Projects

The pandemic restrictions caused the cancellation of some of our 
traditional activities such as the annual Lynnhurst Summer Festival, 
our major fund-raiser, and the Lynnhurst Environmental Committee’s 
Spring Forum.  But we found other ways to contribute to the neighbor-
hood, including virtual Board meetings open to all with Councilmember 
Palmisano attending, and representing the neighborhood in virtual 
City-sponsored meetings.  Outdoor activities by the Environmental 
Committee were largely continued with appropriate precautions.  

Volunteers, Shared Staff Person  Many of our activities are 
volunteer-powered and require little or no funding; LYNAS 
volunteers contribute in excess of 2,500 hours to the neighborhood 
in a typical year.  A part-time paid staff person shared with two 
other neighborhoods provides organizational skills essential for 
enabling the Association to operate effectively, and the knowledge 
of city requirements for receiving and expending funds.

Keeping the Association 
Active and Relevant
2020 was a difficult year for the entire 

planet. Here in our tiny corner of it, the 

Lynnhurst Neighborhood Association’s 

(LYNAS) usual calendar of activities 

and civic engagement was extensively 

disrupted.  But we maintained as much 

of our role as we could via electronic 

communications and mailings and found 

new ways to contribute to the neigh-

borhood and the city while complying 

with the pandemic guidelines.  Here is 

a summary of our activities in 2020.



LYNAS Response 
to Civil Unrest
The events of this year highlighted 
underlying issues in our city with 
housing, racial equity, and the impact of 
the pandemic on low-income residents. 
The LYNAS Board prioritized making a 
contribution towards addressing these:

* Contributed $10,000 to help 
rebuild north Minneapolis 
businesses damaged during the 
demonstrations last summer.

* Raised $10,000 to provide gift cards 
for families of local school students 
needing help with basic needs.  

* Conducted a drive to provide essential 
items for clients of Haven Housing.

* Reimbursed Lynnhurst businesses 
for expenses incurred during 
the protests. The grants totaled 
$2,550 to three businesses.

* Provided resources on achieving racial 
equality and justice in our society.  

* Donated $450 to a Joyce Uptown 
Foodshelf, near Lake Street.   

Activities and Projects
* Facilitated representatives for 

Lynnhurst on the Southwest 
Service Area Master Plan (parks) 
and Minnehaha Creek Master 
Plan Advisory Committees.

* Gathered volunteers to help address 
environmental needs in local natural 
areas:  buckthorn and garlic mustard 
removal, creek cleanup, Burroughs 
garden maintenance, Lake Harriet 
shoreline plant restoration.

* Donated Lynnhurst courtyard 
garden vegetables to Central 
Neighborhood’s CSA.

* Helped coordinate effort to 
keep the Parkway open between 
50th St. and 51st St.

Engaging the 
Community 
* Held tour of Art Shanties on Lake 

Harriet (pre-pandemic quarantine.)

* Reported on how Lynnhurst is 
coping with the pandemic.

* Conducted Instagram and 
newsletter activities for kids.

Communicating 
and Connecting
* Published four issues of the 

Lynnhurst newsletter, sent to every 
residence in the neighborhood. 

* Published four issues of Our 
Enduring Environs.

* Reported on Lynnhurst businesses 
dealing with pandemic impact, 
encouraging neighborhood support for 
them.  Supported them with gift card 
purchases to be used as incentives for 
community engagement activities.

* Posted multiple editions of What’s 
New in Lynnhurst e-news.

* Communicated through social 
media – Nextdoor Lynnhurst, 
Facebook, Instagram.

* Started work on a revamped “Welcome 
Package” for new residents.

* Maintained neighborhood 
website (www.lynnhurst.org)
Added business directory 

* Added COVID-19 resources 

* Held LYNAS’s annual meeting 
(February, pre-pandemic quarantine.)

Investing 
Neighborhood Funds 
in Our Neighborhood 
and City
* Loaned Propel Nonprofits $60,000 

for affordable housing and shelter 
projects elsewhere in the city.

* Co-funded eight new gardens under 
the Yards and Gardens for Clean Water 
program.  Organized Zoom tour of 
some of this program’s installations.

* Continued offering grants 
for residential installation of 
home security devices.

* Contributed funding to the rebuild 
of the Morgan Ave. tennis courts, 
to be completed in Spring, 2021.

* Contributed funding to the 
Lynnhurst Community Center 
for upgraded bleachers.

2020 Budget
* Planned pre-pandemic:  $84,000

* Actual expenditures:  $52,000

* Focus areas:  $27,000

* Administrative Support:  
$25,000 (paid staff, insurance, 
printing, postage, fees)



Planned 2021 Activities 
and Projects
Our plans reflect what we believe we can implement given the pan-
demic constraints, or will be able to implement later in the year when 
these ease.  Given the uncertainty about how this will unfold, there is a 
strong possibility this list and its budget will change.  Our activities are 
planned by committees for individual focus areas, listed below.  

Business
* Offer business façade 

improvement grants

* Continue to highlight local 
business in the newsletter and 
encourage support for them

Communications
* Publish quarterly newsletter 

Lynnhurst Neighborhood News

* Continue communications as needed 
through social media, e-news

* Upgrade and maintain our website

Community 
Engagement
* Sponsor nature walk and 

history/architecture tours

* Conduct seasonal craft events:  spring; 
planter pot/decorations, fall; craft/art

* Sponsor a quarterly challenge 
to post photos to Instagram

* Advertise and distribute maps for the 
annual neighborhood garage sale

* Fund supplies for the 
Middlemoon Creek Walk

* Hand out popsicles/ice cream 
treats at the park, timing TBD

* Hold annual Ice Cream Social, 
with entertainment, timing TBD

* Hold Lynnhurst Summer 
Festival – target later summer

* Sponsor and participate in Open 
Streets – date TBA by organizers

* Conduct February LYNAS 
virtual Annual Meeting

Environment
* Continue Lynnhurst Yards & Gardens 

for Clean Water grant program; 
socially-distanced consultations, 
design, implementation

* Coordinate and supply food for 
April DIY (socially-distanced) 
Earth Day cleanup 

* Coordinate and supply food for 
May socially-distanced plate-to-
garden compost distribution

* Provide educational resources 
at Lynnhurst Summer Festival 
– target late summer

* Hold environmental movie/
speaker forum – target fall

* Hold Buckthorn Bust, buckthorn 
removal event – target late fall

* Publish quarterly Our Enduring 
Environs environmental newsletter 
as part of general newsletter

Crime and Safety
* Continue and expand 

home security rebates

* Disseminate information 
regularly about crime and safety 
issues via newsletter, media



Infrastructure
* Assist MPRB in selecting 

Lynnhurst residents to serve on 
the Lynnhurst Park Playground 
Community Advisory Committee 
and provide input to planning

* Facilitate neighborhood interaction 
with Bryant Ave rebuild if needed

* Continue funding web host 
for MSP FairSkies

* Advocate for repairing pump 
at SE Lake Harriet beach

* Participate on the Lynnhurst Historic 
District Design Guidelines Committee

Zoning 
* Review variance requests with home-

owners and surrounding neighbors

Administrative Support 
for Neighborhood 
Association
* Provide essential staff support to 

LYNAS to enable successful imple-
mentation of all volunteer activities 
and investments of neighborhood 
funds.  (We employ one part-time 
paid staff person for 10 hours/week.)

* Purchase administrative supplies, 
insurance, miscellaneous small fees 

2021 Budget

Committee Strategy Budget
Business Direct outreach to LYNAS-based 

businesses for summer festival support
$25

Promote Facade Grant Program $2,952
Community 
Engagement

“Learning” Event (x2) $500

Seasonal Event (x2) $1,000
Happy Hour (x2) $1,000
IG Challenge (x4) $400
Garage Sales $125
Middlemoon Creekwalk $400
Popsicle Pop-Ups (x2 or 3) $750
Ice Cream Social $750

Communications Newsletter $9,060
Website Hosting $250
Website $500
Welcome Kits $1,500
Welcome Postcard $300

Environmental Raingardens $7,450
Earth Day $100
Plate to Garden $475
Environmental Movie Night $200
Summer Festival $400
Garden Tour $100
Buckthorn Bust $25
Misc. Supplies $150

Infrastructure Support airport noise reduction $200
Crime & Safety Security cameras at Lynnhurst Park $3,000

Continued security Grants $5,000
Operating Part-Time Staff $25,000

Insurance $1,125
Occupancy $150
Annual Meeting $300
Open Streets $1,100
Festival $7,000
Annual Budget Planning Summit $450
Supplies/Postage $500

TOTAL $72,237




