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City Will Validate Assessed 
Value of All Lynnhurst 
Properties This Year
The City Assessor’s office residential 
appraisal team will be assessing the 
value of all properties in the Lynnhurst 
neighborhood this summer as part of 
the annual quintile revaluation cycle.

Why?

Minnesota Statutes require the Assessor’s 
Office to inspect all properties at least 
once in a five-year interval (quintile 
cycle). The data collected is used to 
calculate the annual estimated market 
value for each year on January 2.

The primary objective of the quintile 
review process is to maintain and 
improve data quality, integrity and 
consistency. An inspection is neces-
sary to obtain and verify property 
characteristic data to ensure uniformity 
and accuracy of the assessment. 

When?

The exact timeline for the quintile 
revaluation for the summer of 
2021 has not been finalized.  
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Connect with LYNAS
Coordinator Ruth Olson 
info@lynnhurst.org 
lynnhurst.org

The Lynnhurst Neighborhood 
Association is a partner in our 
community. We sponsor a variety 
of forums and gatherings, help 
drive neighborhood improvements 
and represent the neighborhood 
to make a better Lynnhurst.continued on p4

Take a Look at our New Website and 
Welcome Neighbor Program
We are excited to share with you our new 
Lynnhurst Neighborhood Association 
(LYNAS) website found at lynnhurst.
org. We last updated our website nearly 
ten years ago, so it was beyond time 
for a refresh and renewal – perfect 
for spring! We now have a site that is 
easy to navigate and find what you 
are looking for, whether it be current 
news, neighborhood stories, meeting 
agendas, neighborhood history or 
organization materials. Many thanks to 
Lynnhurst neighbor and website designer 
extraordinaire, Linda McConley of 
Code & Content (webcodeandcontent.
com), who volunteered not only 
her time, but her vision, to help us 
present ourselves to the community.

Along with the new website, we 
have also revamped our Welcome 
Neighbor program. For several years 
we delivered a packet of information to 
new residents when they moved into the 

neighborhood.  With everyone walking 
around with a smartphone in their 
pocket now, we realized that a packet of 
paper is an outdated way of connecting 
with new neighbors, so we have moved 
information of importance to new 
residents to our new website. But we still 
wanted to be sure we are welcoming our 
new neighbors in a meaningful way and 
have produced a high-quality, 100% 
cotton grocery tote bag with our logo 
to give to each new household. The bag 
can be used over and over again and 
will allow new neighbors to show their 
neighborhood pride. We’ll put a welcome 
note in each bag leading new residents 
to the information now available on the 
website.  Volunteers will deliver the bags 
with a warm welcome from LYNAS.

Questions About Property Revaluation?

Virtual Community Meeting 
7 p.m., Wednesday, May 19 on Zoom

In order to share more background 
information and answer questions on 
the Quintile Revaluation, LYNAS will be 
hosting a virtual community meeting for 
Lynnhurst residents with the Minneapolis 
Assessor’s Office. Register at tinyurl.com/
Lynnhurst-Quintile for the meeting link. 
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One of biggest assets of the Lynnhurst neighborhood is its vari-
ety of unique small businesses, often owned by people who live 
right here in our neighborhood and who become our friends.

The COVID pandemic has forced changes on these 
small businesses, and those at the 50th and Penn 
intersection illustrate the variety of challenges and 
opportunities that COVID has presented.

For Lake Harriet Florist, the pandemic has been calamitous. 
Due to the store’s small space and for the safety of her 
employees, owner Naomi Strom has kept the store closed 
to walk-in traffic. Flowers, gifts and other products are only 

available online or by appointment. But the biggest problem 
has been COVID’s impact on the places and events that 
typically require a florist, particularly restaurants and wed-
dings. Restaurants that had to close their dining rooms don’t 
need flowers, and the state’s prohibition against large indoor 
gatherings has dramatically reduced the number of weddings. 

COVID has presented similar challenges next door at Scuba 
Center. Like Lake Harriet Florist, the main problem isn’t 
that the store can’t be open, it’s that the normal customers 
haven’t needed Scuba Center’s products and services. Vice 
President Larry Freeman noted that Minnesota isn’t exactly a 
prime scuba diving and snorkeling destination, so normally 
people learning to scuba dive or needing equipment are 
planning to travel somewhere. But COVID has severely 
restricted travel and thereby reduced business for Scuba 
Center. The business has been able to reopen its pool for 
scuba lessons and travel is starting to pick up again, so things 
are improving, but are not back to where they were.

On the other side of Lake Harriet Florist, Lake Harriet Pizza 
was “perfectly set up” for a pandemic according to owner Gary 
Johnson. Lake Harriet Pizza was already exclusively a delivery 
or take-out restaurant, so the closures and restrictions that 
severely impacted other restaurants didn’t hurt Lake Harriet 
Pizza, which has been delivering pizzas to the neighborhood 
for 42 years. And, particularly in the beginning of the 
pandemic, people wanted pizza more than ever. COVID’s 
chief challenge wasn’t a lack of business, it was too much 
business. Johnson had difficulty hiring enough people to 
meet the surging demand. Another challenge is rising costs, 
especially for cheese, which is the biggest expense in making 
pizzas. That, along with Minneapolis’ increasing minimum 
wage, has required Johnson to raise prices to keep pace.

Another business that has benefitted from COVID is 
Theisen Renovations, a remodeling business serving SW 
Minneapolis and Edina. With everyone spending more 
time at home during the pandemic, many people have 
decided to remodel and upgrade. As with Lake Harriet Pizza, 
owner Neil Theisen’s challenges are related to the increase 
in business. Contractors are busier than ever and prices 
for materials like lumber and copper wire are soaring.

On the SE corner of 50th and Penn sits the Sparrow 
Cafe. Like so many other restaurants and coffee 
shops that rely on customers who dine in, Sparrow 
Cafe’s business has suffered due to COVID. 

Spotlight
BUSINESS

50th & Penn

continued on p5
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Spotlight
NEIGHBOR

          Bill McKinney
To most people, the first harbingers of early spring are longer 
days and snow turning to slush. Thanks to longtime Lynnhurst 
resident Bill McKinney’s hobby, other sure 
signs of spring are buckets, tubes and taps 
collecting sap from maple trees around 
the neighborhood and the delicious 
syrup McKinney produces in his garage.

Bill’s curiosity in making maple syrup 
about ten years ago led to his family 
tapping trees on their block to collect sap 
in plastic one-gallon jugs. The McKinney 
children had a great time going around the 
block checking on the sap, and their first 
season produced 1 or 2 gallons of syrup, 
which Bill and his wife Amy shared with 
the neighbors who let them tap their trees. 
While any variety of healthy maple at 
least 10” in diameter can be tapped, what 
makes a tree a “good producer” remains a 
mystery to McKinney. He says, “I have a 
huge silver maple in my yard which rarely 
produces more than 5 gallons, and I’ve got 
a pretty small sugar maple at our neigh-
bor’s that reliably produces 15 gallons of 
sap per year. My best tree is my college roommate’s tree at 45th 
and Dupont. It’s a giant sugar maple and produces 30-40 gal-
lons of sap per year, which is enough for a gallon or so of syrup.” 

Bill volunteers considerable time and effort helping Lynnhurst 
neighbors harvest sap from their trees and making maple syrup. 
After starting the “South Minneapolis Maple Syrup Group” 
on NextDoor last fall, Bill arranged supplies for 35 families to 
collect sap starting in early March. And over several weekends, 
he used a home-made, propane gas-fueled contraption in his 

garage to boil down nearly 400 gallons of sap to make nine 
gallons of maple syrup. Everyone who dropped off sap to his 

garage received a jar of syrup in return 
based on the amount of sap they collected. 
According to him, “The biggest producer 
gave me 53 gallons of sap, and the smallest 
brought 2.5 gallons. Everyone got some 
syrup, though, which was really fun.”

Tapping trees and collecting sap is simple, 
but boiling is the most time-consuming 
and hardest part of making syrup. For 
those attempting to boil their own sap 
at home, McKinney’s only advice is to 
“Boil sap outside unless you have a really 
good exhaust fan over your stove. The 
amount of steam you produce with even 
5-10 gallons is substantial.  Unless you 
don’t mind wiping sticky residue off 
your kitchen walls, ceiling, cabinets, etc., 
keep things outside if at all possible!”

If more people want to harvest sap 
and make maple syrup next year, Bill 
says he is willing to boil but may need 
some volunteers to help. “I’d like to 

run things more like a co-op where folks sign up to watch 
over the boiling for a few hours…it was really fun to meet 
so many new people this year, and I think that’s really the 
value here. I don’t claim to be an expert, but just by trial 
and error, I’ve learned a lot and I’m happy to share.”

For more information, look for Bill’s “South 
Minneapolis Maple Syrup Group” on NextDoor 
or search online for many available resources.
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The work scheduled to be completed 
this year will likely begin at the end of 
May and will be completed this fall.

How?

The quintile revaluation would typically 
be conducted on-site, in-person; however 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
work will be conducted virtually, using 
desktop reviews.  The Assessor’s Office 
will notify all property owners that 
their property is part of the quintile 

revaluation (unless the property has 
been assessed within the past five years 
for another reason) and will request 
that the property owner contact the 
appraiser assigned to the property to 
discuss their property characteristics 
and conduct the desktop review.  A 
desktop review can include a phone 
conversation, submitting photographs of 
the property and/or a video inspection. 

If the property owner does not contact 
the appraiser, the appraiser will use 

public data to review the property, verify 
and update property characteristics.

How to see the results 
of the revaluation

Once your property review is completed, 
information on your property will be 
available online. If a property owner 
has questions about the quintile 
revaluation, please contact the ap-
praiser identified on the notification 
or email assessor@minneapolismn.gov.

New Upgrades and Bleachers at 
Lynnhurst Community Center
Nelson Evenrud, Park Director at 
Lynnhurst Park, reports that the final 
piece of the Lynnhurst Community 
Center gym improvements project 
was completed in late March. The old 
wooden stationary bleachers have been 
replaced with lightweight portable 
aluminum bleachers. The installation 
of the bleachers comes after the gym 
was painted and a new floor installed. 
The new floor has painted lines for 

multiple sports, including pickleball, 
which has become very popular.

With these new bleachers, the gym can 
now be set up with specific programs 
in mind and give spectators better and 
closer views. Activities such as dance 
recitals, theater productions, wrestling 
meets, basketball games, rec plus pro-
grams and special events will all benefit 
from the flexibility in setup. They can 

also be removed completely to maximize 
floor space or even be used outside! 

Nelson gives a huge thanks to 
Lynnhurst Neighborhood Association  
for funding the cost of the bleachers, 
MPRB maintenance for helping to 
plan and execute the new floor work 
and installation and MPRB Painting 
Department for painting the walls and 
other areas. The gym is looking better 
than it has in many, many years!

 Property Valuation continued from p1
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Beth Ashbrook has lived in 
Lynnhurst neighborhood 
for 25 years and is interested 
in improving public safety 
in Lynnhurst and helping 
maintain and protect some 
of its most treasured assets: 
Minnehaha Creek, Lake 
Harriet, and Lynnhurst Park.

Mary Buss-Carroll has a long 
history of volunteering and 
supporting youth activities 
in the neighborhood. She 
looks forward to helping us 
re-engage with one another 
and creating new ways to 
meet neighbors during walks, 
gardening, biking, etc.

Ellen Share was raised in 
Lynnhurst neighborhood 
and recently returned after 
spending most of her adult 
life in Pittsburgh. She would 
like to help build a stronger 
sense of community, con-
necting neighbors old and 
new, young and old and from 
a diversity of backgrounds.

Logan Warren has lived in 
Lynnhurst for nine years 
and would like to support 
broadening Lynnhurst’s 
connection to Minneapolis 
and to other neighborhoods 
within the city. He would also 
like to strengthen LYNAS’ 
online platforms and website.

In fact, Sparrow was closed for the first 6 months of the 
pandemic and is only open now for take-out or outdoor 
seating due to the small space that prevents social distancing 
inside. Adding to the frustration, the business was robbed 
in March said owner Jasper Rajendren. Rajendren blamed 
the pandemic for the robbery, noting that a coffee shop is a 
strange place to rob since it keeps little cash on hand, especially 
during the pandemic when few people are using cash.

Next to the Sparrow Café is the Paperback Exchange, a 
bookstore that has been in business for 46 years. COVID 
didn’t crush demand for books, as it did for flowers or scuba 
lessons. Nor did the state’s COVID restrictions stop customers 
coming to the Paperback Exchange, which is considered an 
essential business because it sells educational materials. The 
biggest problem, according to owner Andy Hersey, is the 
dramatic decline in traffic at the normally bustling corner of 
50th and Penn. In addition, people from out of state or even 
out of the country like to stop by the unique bookstore, so the 
decline in travel during the pandemic has also hurt. As COVID 
restrictions have been lifted, business has started to pick up.

Across the street, Tinto Kitchen and Mercado has faced 
similar challenges. “Winter was very tough,” said owner 

Rebecca Illingworth. Last summer and fall, Tinto was able to 
partially offset the loss of business caused by social distancing 
requirements for their small dining room with take-out and 
a large tent erected in their parking lot. Winter closed the 
tent down, but they hope to have it back up in a week or two 
for more outdoor dining. The Tinto Mercado is relatively 
new – it opened in January of 2020, about 2 months before the 
pandemic hit. Illingworth said the Mercado has made it easier 
to sell popular items like chips and guacamole without needing 
to make people wait for takeout orders. One problem has been 
the inability to obtain some foods she had planned to sell in the 
Mercado, a supply issue mentioned by all of the restaurants. 
Illingworth said “we wouldn’t have made it,” without 
strong support from the neighborhood, which she loves.

All of these businesses mentioned something Lynnhurst 
can be proud of – the strong support they’ve received from 
the neighborhood. The owners said people have gone out 
of their way to visit their businesses and that customers 
have been very loyal in their efforts to support them. So 
continue to patronize all our local businesses – they are a big 
part of what makes the Lynnhurst neighborhood special!

THEISEN 

RENOVATIONS

Business Spotlight continued from p2

Welcome to Four New Lynnhurst 
Neighborhood Association Board Members
At the LYNAS Annual Meeting on Feb. 18, after a week-long online vote, 
four new members were welcomed onto the LYNAS Board.

Sparrow Cafe
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Our Enduring Environs

Have you heard this term before? Or perhaps, “Product Stewardship”? When you 
walk through any store and see a lot of packaging surrounding what you want to 
buy, do you ever wonder why you are purchasing something that will almost  
immediately become waste and someone else's problem to deal with? We can often 
make a different, better choice which will result in little or no waste, but, better yet, 
manufacturers can and should make better choices, and share more responsibility 
for the impact of their product designs and packaging. Their decisions also affect the 
proper disposal of hazardous items and/or large or bulky items that are difficult to 
dispose of. 
 

Here’s a good definition from CalRecycle (promoting a more sustainable California): 
“Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR), also known as Product Stewardship, is a 
strategy to place shared responsibility for end-of-life product management on  
producers and other entities involved in the product chain. Instead of simply relying 
on the general public to properly manage products at end-of-life, EPR encourages 
product design changes that minimize negative impacts on human health and the 
environment at every stage of the product's lifecycle. This allows the costs of proc-
essing and disposal to be incorporated into the total cost of a product. It places pri-
mary responsibility on the producers/brand owner, who make design and marketing 
decisions. It also creates a setting for markets to emerge that truly reflect the envi-
ronmental impacts of a product, and to which producers and consumers respond.” 
 

Plastics pollution has been in the news a lot lately, and it’s a good thing on which to 
focus. It’s difficult to ignore how ubiquitous this problem really is, both here and 
around the world. This is starkly portrayed in the film “The Story of Plastic”,  
recently screened by several neighborhoods in our community.  

 

Some ways you can make a difference: 
 Avoid single-use plastic items. 
 Avoid purchasing ‘plastic waste’ in the form of packaging. 
 Buy in bulk, with your own containers, when possible. 
 Look for alternatives to common plastic items you use. 
 Contact manufacturers about their wasteful packaging. 

 Let producers/suppliers know if their packaging is 
not recyclable in your area, e.g., black plastic. 
 Contact your elected representatives when there 
is proposed EPR legislation, including “bottle bills”. 
 Encourage others by setting a good example. 
 Continually educate yourself about how plastics 
creep into your life, including micro plastics. 
 Be supportive of those striving for zero waste! 

Our Enduring Environs   

NEWSLETTER TITLE 

NEWSLETTER DATE  

VOLUME I , ISSUE 1  

Newsletter of the Lynnhurst Environmental Committee (LEC),  
part of the Lynnhurst Neighborhood Association (LYNAS) 

Volume 10, Issue 2 

May 2021 

We’d like to hear from you! 

Please send us your comments and 

suggestions: 

lynnhurst.env.comm@gmail.com 

http://

enduringenvi-

rons.wordpress.com/ 
 

Upcoming Events 

NO SCHEDULED EVENTS  

AT THIS TIME 

Like Lynnhurst Neighbor-
hood on Facebook and 
stay connected. 

 

Will we have another year of 
removing lots of garlic  

mustard? After last year’s  
heroic efforts, maybe there 

won’t be as much! 

See next page for more  

information on garlic mustard. 

WHAT IS EXTENDED PRODUCER RESPONSIBIL ITY ? 

Garlic mustard—1st year 

Mature, flowering garlic  
mustard - 2nd year 
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ABOUT US AND THIS NEWSLETTER  
The Lynnhurst Environmental Committee (LEC) is part of the Lynnhurst Neighborhood Association. We meet once a month to discuss environmental 
concerns and plan actions to improve the quality and sustainability of the neighborhood’s natural environment. If you would l ike to be involved, join us at 
our monthly meeting on the first Monday of the month, 6:30 p.m., Lynnhurst Community Center, 1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway. If you are unable to 
attend but would still like to participate or be on our email list, contact the LEC at lynnhurst.env.comm@gmail.com  
Our Enduring Environs is a periodic newsletter of the LEC made possible through Community Participation Program funding provided to the Lynnhurst 
Neighborhood Association. Our long term goal is to publish solely electronically through email and the Lynnhurst website, lynnhurst.org         
Check http://enduringenvirons.wordpress.com/  for more information and previous issues of this newsletter. 

 

Garlic mustard is a rapidly spreading herb 
that is a major threat to the survival of native 

woodland vegetation and the wildlife that depends on it. Beginning growth in early spring, garlic mustard can shade or 
crowd out native wildflowers and tree seedlings before they have a chance to grow. It can totally dominate a forest 
floor within 5 to 7 years of its introduction.  
 

The LEC will lead socially-distanced, small group garlic mustard pulls along Minnehaha Creek and Lake  Harriet. The 
easiest identification is when it’s blooming, this year likely early May into June. If you can identify garlic mustard, you 
can independently pull it. Garlic mustard should be put into plastic or paper bags and labeled "Invasive garlic mustard." 
Place your bags next to Park Board trash bins. Please watch social media for dates for the group pulls. Thank you! 
 

 

JUMPING WORMS—ONE OF THE LATEST INVAS IVE SPECIES OF CONCERN!  
Jumping worms, native to Asia, remain the latest threat to our  
gardens and wild areas. Jumping worms live and feed in the leaf  
litter layer on the soil surface and in the top few inches of the soil, 
but do not create burrows. They produce cocoons in late summer 
and early autumn. Then the adults die and the cocoon stage survives 
through the winter. Cocoons hatch in early spring and adults mature 
in summer. They are called “jumping worms” because of their unusual 
behavior when disturbed – they move like a snake and sometimes 
appear to be jumping. A light-colored ring extends around the body and may be more prominent than in other  
earthworms. Means of spread include: 
 Moving soil, potted landscape plants, sod, mulch (including leaf and bark mulch or woodchips), or compost can 

move earthworms and their cocoons from one place to another. 

 Earthworms, such as red wigglers (Eisenis fetida), purchased for composting may be contaminated with jumping 
worms. 

 Earthworms purchased for fishing bait, such as European nightcrawlers (Lumbricus terrestris), may be contaminated 
with jumping worms. 

 

For more info., search for jumping worms in MN and look for the MN DNR and U of M Extension websites.

GARLIC MUSTARD REMOVAL IN SPRING 2021 

Hennepin County’s Green Disposal Guide, formerly the “A to Z How 
to Get Rid of It Guide” also lets you search for or browse a list of 
items for which you need help with proper disposal. Some items have  
multiple disposal options and some items are accepted at Hennepin 
County Drop-off Facilities.   

HENNEPIN COUNTY GREEN DISPOSAL GUIDE 

Solid Waste & Recycling recently updated their web pages in an effort to make them more 
user friendly. Under the new heading of “Garbage, recycling and cleanup”, you can learn about 
garbage, recycling, organics recycling (compost) and cleanup programs in Minneapolis. 
 

Their new searchable Disposal Guide tells you how to properly dispose of many common and 
uncommon household items.  

MINNEAPOLIS SOLID WASTE & RECYCLING NEW WEB PAGES  
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Lynnhurst Neighborhood Association 

P.O. Box 19445 

Minneapolis, MN 55419-0445 

Lynnhurst.org

Community Engagement Events Summer 2021
 In person, face-to-face events – who can 
remember what those are? For the second 
year in a row, the pandemic is affecting 
our ability to engage the neighborhood 
in our usual ways like the Summer 
Festival, Ice Cream Social, educational 
walking tours, seasonal art-making and 
Happy Hours. At the writing of this 
newsletter, public health guidelines and 
Minneapolis Park Board regulations 
prohibit us from scheduling anything.

However, we are still hoping to be able 
to offer modified versions of some 
activities. We are researching partnering 
with local businesses for a virtual spring/
summer décor project. We are looking 
into socially-distanced outdoor pop-up 
family events in June and July with a 
wrapped frozen treat and art project. And 
although we doubt that we will be able 
to hold our 25th Anniversary Summer 
Festival in August, we are optimistic that 

we may be able to hold a distanced event 
with purchased food and entertainment. 
Nothing is set, everything is up for 
consideration and we’ll roll with the 
punches and bring the neighborhood 
whatever we can! Keep a close eye on our 
great new website, lynnhurst.org, e-news 
and social media platforms (Facebook 
and Nextdoor) for updates. We hope 
to see you in-person this summer!


