
   Minutes of May 13, 2021 
LYNAS Board Meeting on Zoom Videoconference 

 
Board Members and Staff Present: Mary Buss-Carroll, Peter Nussbaum, Mike O’Brien, Clare Padgett, 
Steve Prentice, Paul Ragozzino, Nancy Selz, Ellen Share, Andrea Vorachek, Logan Warren and Ruth Olson 
 
Guests Present:  Judy Sateren, Andrea Siegel, Liz Heyman (Public Works) and CM Palmisano 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:02 p.m. An addition was made to the agenda to discuss new CDC 
recommendations for the pandemic. Introductions were held. 
 
Minutes:  Minutes from the April 8 LYNAS meeting were reviewed.  A motion to approve the Minutes 
was carried by unanimous vote.   
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Clare presented the Treasurer’s Report. Most spending categories are under 
budget. 
 
Ward 13 Report: Council Member Linea Palmisano (CMP) reported: 

 CM Palmisano supports the proposed Government Structure Charter Amendment. It will give 
Mayor Frey a similar amount of power as those of his peers in similar-sized cities. 

 There are now 3 possible Public Safety Charter Amendments. CM Palmisano believes they all 
need to be viewed with any eye toward how each of them make the public safety system more 
accountable and transparent. She does not believe that the Yes 4 Minneapolis amendment or 
the one from CM Cunningham do that. She agrees with the reimagining piece of the 
amendments, but does not believe the current proposals are acceptable. 

o The third Public Safety Charter Amendment was proposed by Barry Clegg of the 
Minneapolis Charter Commission. It establishes a Department of Public Safety and 
includes police, violence prevention, emergency management and co-responder 
programs. It maintains a minimum staffing level, mayoral authority and an appointed 
Chief as a Department head. 

 These amendments do not address the increase in crime we have seen, but rather re-working 
the department that responds to the crime. 

 CM Palmisano has “20 is Plenty” yard signs at her home if anyone is interested in one. 
 The City of Minneapolis is slated to receive $271M from the American Rescue Plan Act. These 

funds need to be spent on new, one-time programming and used by 2024. Several ideas: 
o Relief for utility bills, especially the effect of the storm in Texas that is affecting the 

whole nation. 
o Back-fill the city budget. It can be used to re-hire employees and re-pay furloughs. 
o Invest in the Fire Department to create a medical-only response program. 
o Support the Tree Levy to replace trees and reforest the tree canopy. 
o Support neighborhoods programming. 
o Infrastructure 
o Housing/homelessness (Avivo Village Project, etc.) 

 
Bryant Ave Reconstruction: Liz Heyman of Minneapolis Public Works reviewed the process and current 
proposals: 

 Bryant Ave from Lake St. to 50th St. will be reconstructed in 2022-2023. They are still in the 
design phase, but expect to go to City Council for plan approval this summer. 



 The project goals have been informed by current city policy (2040). 

 They considered three options:  
o Bikes and transit on Bryant 
o Bikes on Bryant, transit on Lyndale 
o Transit on Bryant, bikes on adjacent streets 

They have decided to purse Bikes on Bryant, transit on Lyndale because it best fulfills the project 
goals. 

 The initial plan debuted in January was not well received. They have taken public feedback and 
come out with revised designs for two-way or one-way traffic options. Public Works supports 
and is leaning toward the one-way option because it allows for separate pedestrian and bike 
paths and more green space, among other things. 

 There are two options under consideration; the plan PW prefers calls for a converging one-way 
at 46th St. (northbound from 50th St. and southbound from Lake Street). They support this 
because: 

o Most drivers don’t use Bryant as a full through street- they drive short distances and 
then turn to a side street. 

o There is an existing converging one-way at Aldrich to eliminate cut through traffic from 
Lyndale. It is necessary to balance the directional flows of the two streets. 

o Barton School is on the west side of the street and needs buses to load/unload on that 
side of the street. 

 Parking is increased in the one-way design. 

 Chicanes have been added to slow traffic. 

 The one-way design will add minimal amounts of traffic to the side streets during peak transit 
time (20-35 additional vehicles per hour) and a moderate amount to Lyndale (65-100 additional 
vehicles per hour.) 

 
Questions/Comments 

 Concern expressed about the traffic patterns on side streets and frustrated drivers with the 
converging one-way concept. 

 20 miles/hour speed limit applies to bicycles, too. 

 Designated bike lanes cannot be on the adjacent side streets without doing a great deal of 
upgrades to make them meet the all ages, all abilities standards of the city. 

 Appreciation was voiced that Public Works took the feedback it received and modified its plans. 
This has not happened with other city proposals and projects. 

 The city will maintain the bike paths and remove snow in the winter. 

 Public Works is still receiving feedback on the Revised Design Concept; a survey in online. 
 

Mission Statement: Peter drafted initial short and long statements for discussion. Steve, Logan and Ellen 
all have comments about how to “wordsmith” and present the statements. They will share their 
feedback with Peter by May 21 and then Peter will send out another version for review. Consideration 
will be given to a shorter version, a longer version, both, or perhaps another option. All options need to 
reflect “This is why we exist; this is how we do it.” 

 
Leveraging Online Platforms for Business Support: Logan, Paul D and Ellen met to discuss how to best 
support local business with our communications. They view the local businesses as an integral part of 
the neighborhood. They recommend: 

 Put a list of businesses in each node that touches Lynnhurst on the new website. Ruth will ask 
Linda to help with that and potentially add it to the navigation menu. 



 Promote local business as part of the mission of building a sense of community. We would need 
to create some guidelines as to what qualifies. It doesn’t matter for-profit vs. non-profit. The 
key is what the business is doing to promote a sense of community. This would be an event or 
program, but not advertising. 

 Brainstorm an event to bring traffic to a specific node. Ellen will work on this. 

 Build out a Media Policy so it’s easy to make a decision about what qualifies for our support and 
what does not. Ruth will try to find examples of existing policies in other neighborhoods. 

 
1261 W. Minnehaha Parkway: This property has received a cease and desist letter from the Park Board 
instructing that they must remove and remediate improvements and decorations they have done on PB 
property. The homeowners have tried to contact the PB at many levels, but have not received any 
replies. Media coverage has brought attention to the matter and one of the at-large commissioners 
stopped by. The homeowners have proposed a compromise to remove or reduce the decorative 
elements, but have requested that a retaining wall remain. They were unaware that the PB property line 
extends 2’ 8” beyond the sidewalk into the front yard. They have started a petition and plan to speak at 
the PB meeting on 5/19. LYNAS made the following suggestions: 

 The homeowners could keep LYNAS informed of their efforts to engage the Park Board in a 
discussion, in particular the PB response to them at the next open forum meeting on the 19th. 
LYNAS could add our voice to encourage a dialogue if no progress is made. 

 File an encroachment permit after the fact. 

 Reach out to the Star Tribune for further media coverage. 
 

New Initiatives: The Community Engagement Committee is still working on a Popsicles at the Park 
event. We will have to work within current park COVID guidelines. 
 
Additional Agenda Items:  

 The virtual Community Forum for the Quintile Assessment is on May 19; about 20 people 
registered so far. 

 The support documentation for the new Neighborhoods 2020 Program have been released. 
LYNAS will have to completely update all of its policies as well as generate an Equitable 
Engagement Plan. 

 The CDC just announced today that masks and social distancing are no longer necessary. We 
need to await updated guidance from the State of Minnesota and City of Minneapolis. 
Discussion was held about possibly meeting in person or a hybrid of in-person with a video 
stream. 

 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:13 p.m. 
 
Minutes prepared by Ruth Olson, Neighborhood Coordinator 

 

Approved by LYNAS Board President:  _______________________ 

 

Signed: _____________________________________ 

                      Andrea Vorachek, LYNAS Secretary 


