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Lynnhurst Copes with 
COVID-19 in Positive Ways
We’re all living in strange times right now by social distancing, working from 
home, helping teach our children, exercising in different ways, and adapting to 
this new normal. In thinking about the changes that we are all enduring, we 
wanted to highlight some positive and creative ways that Lynnhurst neighbors 
have responded.

Sidewalk Art: 

Four-year-old Greta, along with her dad, David, has been decorat-
ing their front walk with chalk creations for everyone to enjoy. Extra 
points for showing their Minnesota pride at the same time!

This edition of the Lynnhurst Neighborhood 
Newsletter reaches our neighbors at a time when 
there are major concerns about Covid-19.  The 
newsletter contains a spectrum of articles, some 
related to life with the virus situation, others 
with information and concerns about matters 
not tied to that all-consuming topic.  Our intent 
is to try to keep one foot in the current reality 
and another in a version of the world closer to 
what we consider normal.  We hope that you can 
engage with at least some of the content.  None 
of it is intended to minimize in any way what 
we are all dealing with now on multiple fronts.
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Circus Performance for Seniors: 

Siblings Henry, Olivia, Oliver, and Simon, all perform-
ers at Circus Juventas, put their circus skills to good 
work for the seniors at Mt. Olivet Home. They put 
on an outdoor circus featuring unicycles, acrobatics, 
contortion, handstands, juggling and sparkling costumes. 
Mom Hollie reports, “It was truly uplifting for ev-
eryone with lots of cheers, laughter, and smiles!”

Window Art: 

Brothers Andy and Tommy, with a little help from their 
mom, Kris, wanted to bring cheer to families taking walks 
around the neighborhood by hanging drawings of rainbows 
in their windows. They bought some butcher paper and 
combined their efforts to paint a very large rainbow. When 
it dried, they cut it in half and taped each side onto their 
picture windows so it appears as one large arc when viewed 
from the sidewalk. It was a satisfying project, and their 
intentions of making the neighborhood more cheerful seem 
to have paid off. According to Kris, “You can hear people pass 
by our house and say, ‘Oh look, a rainbow!’” They’ve also 
received a few thank-you notes from neighbors, including 
one that arrived by mail from a stranger expressing gratitude 
for brightening her mood. It was fun to create and a simple 
reminder that “every storm in life is followed by a rainbow.”

Beauty in Simple 
Things: 

Gay Grieter knows 
that staying at home 
is important, so she is 
enjoying the simple 
pleasures around her 
such as her beautiful 
blooming orchid.

Please share your 
stories! Do you know 
someone in the neigh-
borhood who is mounting 
a response or who has 
a fun anecdote about 
coping? Email us at  
info@lynnhurst.org. 
These stories help 
us celebrate our 
neighbors and help 
everyone stay optimistic 
during these times. 

Continued from page 1
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What are Those Tree Markings?
Have you ever noticed the green or orange paint markings 
on some trees in our boulevards or in parklands? We did. 
So we reached out to Ralph Sievert, Director of Forestry for 
the Minneapolis Parks and Recreation Board (MPRB), to 
ask. The paint color has to do with the type of tree and the 
mark has to do with any needed action by forestry staff.

Green paint is related to Emerald Ash Borer 
Disease and is ONLY used on ash trees. 

 F A green paint “ring” around the trunk indicates 
the tree in infested with Emerald Ash Borer. 
The mark will remain for five days and then the 
tree will be removed as soon as possible.

 F A green paint “X” on the trunk indicates the non-
symptomatic tree will be removed as part of MPRB’s 
canopy replacement plan for ash trees. Healthy trees 
are removed in order to contain the spread of disease 
to other healthy trees. The removed trees are replaced 
with a wide variety of species of other trees.

 F A green “dot” on the trunk indicates that Emerald Ash 
Borer is suspected, but cannot, yet, be confirmed. The 
tree will be watched for additional signs of disease.

 F A green plastic “ribbon” is wrapped around non-
symptomatic public ash trees to raise awareness for 
the canopy replacement plan for ash trees. These 
trees are not currently scheduled for removal.

Orange paint is related to everything 
else, including Dutch Elm Disease.

 F An orange paint “ring” around the trunk indicates the 
tree is infected with Dutch Elm Disease and must be 
removed. A large letter is also painted on the trunk 
to indicate which inspector condemned the tree. If 
the boulevard tree is in front of your home, they will 
leave details and contact information on your door.

 F An orange “dot” on the trunk indicates that Dutch Elm 
Disease is suspected, but cannot, yet, be confirmed. The 
tree will be watched for additional signs of disease.

 F An orange “X” indicates the tree, whatever species, 
will be removed, but is not due to disease or insects.

Sievert notes that blue paint that is sometimes seen on 
the boulevard or other vegetation is not from MRPB 
and that they do not use that color. It is most likely from 
a utility company or landscape service company.

 

 

 

Supporting Our Neighborhood 
Businesses During COVID19
The Lynnhurst neighborhood is home to more than 70 small 
businesses. Running a small business is difficult in the best of 
times: according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, one-third of 
small businesses fail within their first two years and almost half 
fail within 5 years. It’s even tougher for independently owned 
restaurants, the most common small business in Lynnhurst.  
90 percent of new independent restaurants fail in their first year.

And these are not the best of times. Due to Minnesota’s 
stay-at-home order, most of Lynnhurst’s small busi-
nesses have faced severe restrictions on their operations 
and many have had to close entirely. Most of the busi-
ness owners are suffering significant financial losses 
and many have had to lay off their employees.

These owners and employees are our friends, neighbors and 
family. These businesses are part of what makes Lynnhurst 
a vibrant, desirable neighborhood. Even after stay-at-home 
restrictions are lifted, it will be a long time before business 
will return to “normal” for them. So now, more than 
ever, it is important to support your local businesses.

Many of our businesses that cannot open normally are still 
operating. Empty restaurants offer take-out and delivery. Some 
retail stores allow online ordering and curbside pickup. Some 
service businesses are offering alternatives like online fitness 
classes or online lessons. Any patronage you can offer these 
businesses is greatly appreciated in this difficult time. For a 
list of the local businesses in the Lynnhurst neighborhood 
and their current hours and operations, please see lynnhurst.
org. Check back often as operations will change over time.
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City’s Proposal Cuts Lynnhurst’s Neighborhood 
Funding by 66% – Public Input Needed
New Funding Levels Well 
Below Association’s Minimum 
Operating Expenses

 In February, the City’s Neighborhood 
and Community Relations (NCR) 
department published for public 
comments a plan for funding neigh-
borhoods, Neighborhoods 2020. 
The bottom line for the Lynnhurst 
Neighborhood Association (LYNAS) 
is that from 2020 to 2023, the 
funding available to our association 
will be reduced from approximately 
$32,000 this year to approximately 
$12,000 in 2023 and forward.  

Lynnhurst is not alone facing this 
sharply reduced level of funding. Some 
other Minneapolis neighborhoods will 
see similar cuts, while others will receive 
significantly higher annual funding. 
The funding recommendations aim 
to rectify an inequitable distribution 
of previous city housing funds given 
to neighborhoods, the conclusion 
of a study done by the Center for 
Urban and Regional Affairs, discussed 
further later in this article.  

The current LYNAS Board believes 
more funding should go to neighbor-
hoods with higher needs, but the 
process for this determination should 
be fully transparent and all neighbor-
hoods should receive the minimum 
funding necessary to maintain basic 
operations, events and outreach. 
For Lynnhurst, with one part-time 
staff person and relying on many 
volunteer hours, that annual amount 
is around $30,000. We will give this 
feedback to NCR, and individual 
citizen comments are also welcome. 

City’s Money Supports All Our 
Association’s Activities through 
a Part-time Staff Person

Currently, LYNAS uses about 60% 
of our city funding to pay a part-time 
Neighborhood Coordinator for 10 
hours/week. The remainder is used for 
this newsletter, other neighborhood 
communications, our events and a few 
small administrative expenses. Our 
Coordinator provides essential support 
to the association in several critical areas. 
She handles the complicated contracts 
we have with the city for LYNAS 
programs that use Neighborhood 
Revitalization Program (NRP) money, 
such as our home improvement loans, 
park upgrades and grants for Clean 
Water Yards and Gardens and business 
façades. The NRP has ended, but 
Lynnhurst has remaining funds from 
the program we continue to use. The 
coordinator also plans and coordinates 
the details for multiple neighborhood 
events – the Summer Festival, Ice 
Cream Social and Annual Meeting at 
neighborhood restaurants are examples 
– and further contributes by managing 
and updating communications via 
our website, newsletter, and social 
media. Our capacity to successfully 
implement these programs, events 
and outreach would be substantially 
reduced without this staff person.  

How the Funding Will 
be Distributed

 The city’s funding will now be 
distributed through two program 
strategies, the Network Fund and the 
Equitable Engagement Fund. The 
Network Fund provides a base funding 
level, and this ramps down from 
$32,000 this year (for Lynnhurst) to 
$10,000 per year from 2023 forward 
for every neighborhood in the city.  

However, funding from the other 
strategy, the Equitable Engagement 
Fund, will vary widely from one 

neighborhood to the next. Lynnhurst’s 
Equitable Engagement amount over 
the three-year period and forward 
is around $2,000 per year, so our 
total annual funding for 2023 and 
forward will be the Network base plus 
Equitable Engagement, totaling about 
$12,000. Some other neighborhoods 
will receive $1,400 to $138,000 
annually from Equitable Engagement 
in addition to their Network base.  

Why is Lynnhurst’s Equitable 
Engagement Funding Lower?  

The Equitable Engagement Fund will 
be distributed based on a study done by 
the University of Minnesota’s Center for 
Urban and Regional Affairs (CURA.) 
CURA’s study determined that 
under the now-ended NRP program, 
money was not allocated equitably by 
race or income, with lower-income, 
higher-minority neighborhoods 
getting less than their fair share. They 
developed a formula that attempts 
to rectify that by providing more 
funding to neighborhoods with larger 
minority populations combined with 
factors for “Areas of Concentrated 
Poverty,” “Gentrification,” and 
“Cost-Burdened Households,” which 
measures households spending 30% 
or more of their income on housing. 
Lynnhurst ranks low on all these 
metrics compared to some other city 
neighborhoods. Property taxes paid 
or other parameters that could give 
Lynnhurst a higher ranking are not 
factors in the distribution formula.

Our Initial Response – Active 
Neighborhood Associations 
Support Strong Cities

LYNAS is fully aware that other 
neighborhoods have many significant 
issues and greater needs than Lynnhurst 
and is fully supportive of them 
receiving more public funding. That 
said, we would like to see changes to 
both the process and the proposal: 
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Full Transparency 

The CURA study that determined NRP 
funds were inequitably distributed was 
disputed by a former NRP employee 
with a deep knowledge of how those 
funds were used. That employee did a 
detailed analysis to support his position. 
The City Council voted 7-to-6 to not 
hear a presentation on that analysis. Our 
Councilmember, Linea Palmisano, voted 
to hear the presentation. By choosing to 
ignore reputable data that contradicts 
an established position, the Council has 
created doubt about its objectivity and 
fairness. We believe the Council should 
provide an explanation for that vote 
and a detailed rebuttal of the data that 
says NRP’s distribution was equitable.

Higher Minimum Funding 
for All Neighborhoods

Minneapolis’s Neighborhood 
Revitalization Program’s core premise was 
that active, empowered neighborhood 
organizations support vibrant neighbor-
hoods and strong cities. If that’s still true, 
we believe every neighborhood organiza-
tion across the socioeconomic spectrum 
deserves the minimum funding necessary 
for their basic functions. That minimum 
has been estimated at around $30,000 
annually for Lynnhurst and neighbor-
hoods similar to ours that rely heavily on 
volunteers and utilize part-time staff.

 
 

What Do You Think?  

Both the City and LYNAS are asking 
for your opinions on the proposed 
funding plan. A link to the full plan can 
be found on our website: lynnhurst.org

Any individual can email the 
Neighborhoods and Community 
Relations department with their 
feedback at:  ncr@minneapolismn.gov

You can email the Lynnhurst 
Neighborhood Association at:  info@
lynnhurst.org. LYNAS will be submitting 
a response from the Association.

Citizen input on the proposed 
funding plan must be submit-
ted to NCR by July 15, 2020.

Security Reminders from Minneapolis 
Police Department
Even during this time of uncertainty 
when many people are staying at home 
to stay healthy, there are those looking 
for opportunities to commit crime. 
Please stay alert and take steps to keep 
your home and belongings safe.

Cars:

 F Don’t leave a key or keyless 
fob in your car – ever. 

 F Never leave the car running 
with or without the key/fob 
when you get out of the car.

 F Don’t leave personal property 
visible in a parked vehicle. 

 F Don’t keep a wallet, ID, passport, 
checks, credit cards, money, house 
keys, work keys, work ID, com-
puters, phones, tablets, guns or 
anything else valuable in a parked 
car, even when it is in the garage.

 F Don’t leave garage open-
ers in parked cars.

Residences:

 F Keep exterior doors locked 
with quality locks, including 
when you are at home.

 F Pin all windows that can be 
reached from the ground, includ-
ing those that can be reached by 
standing on lawn furniture.

 F Do not leave valuables like bicycles 
unsecured on porches or patios.

 F Use good exterior lighting.

 F Consider using security cameras. 

 F Bring your packages inside 
as soon as possible. 

Garages:

 F Keep the service door 
locked with a deadbolt. 

 F Don’t leave the garage door up 
while you are not in the garage. 

 F If you keep very valuable bikes 
in the garage, secure them by 
locking them to a bolt drilled 

into the concrete floor or 
other immovable fixture.

Other:

 F Be aware of your surroundings, 
look at who and what is around 
you and take note of anyone 
approaching you or your car. 
A person “heads down” look-
ing at their phone is much 
easier to take by surprise.

 F Keep the doors to your car 
locked when you’re inside. 

 F Don’t carry your cell phone in 
your hand while walking. 

 F Don’t give your cell phone to 
anyone who approaches asking 
if they can use it to make a call. 

 F Keep a friendly eye on delivery 
drivers coming to your home or 
working in the neighborhood. 
With fewer people out and about, 
these hard-working folks can be 
tempting targets for thieves.

Lynnhurst Security Rebate Program still available.  Find details at lynnhurst.org.
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Our Enduring Environs

Our Enduring Environs   

NEWSLETTER TITLE 

NEWSLETTER DATE  

VOLUME I , ISSUE 1  

Newsletter of the Lynnhurst Environmental Committee (LEC),  
part of the Lynnhurst Neighborhood Association (LYNAS) 

Volume 9, Issue 2 

May 2020 

We’d like to hear from you! 

Please send us your comments and 

suggestions: 

lynnhurst.env.comm@gmail.com 

http://

enduringenvi-

rons.wordpress.com/ 
 

Upcoming Events 

NO SCHEDULED EVENTS  

AT THIS TIME 

Like Lynnhurst Neighbor-
hood on Facebook and 
stay connected. 

 

Do you recognize this  
invasive plant? You’ll find it 
growing all over, including  

in Lynnhurst! 

See next page for more  

information on garlic mustard. 

Last October, we had an 
article in the Lynnhurst 

News, “Why You Should Ditch that Gas-Powered Leaf Blower” describing how it’s 
an easy way to reduce air and noise pollution in our neighborhoods. 
 

Now that another yard care season is upon us, in keeping with the idea of reducing  
pollution, it’s time to start thinking about your equipment and practices. An  
innovative approach to landscape design and maintenance that minimizes air  
pollution has been called ‘clean air landscaping’. Reducing ground-level ozone  
(smog) is important for maintaining good air quality in the Twin Cities. Lawn  
mowing, trimming and leaf blowing are big contributors to ground-level ozone  
pollution. Emissions are especially high from older, gas-powered yard care 
equipment-—particularly from 2-cycle (gas/oil mix) mowers and blowers. Old gas 
cans lacking spill-proof spouts are also a problem. You can help reduce smog and 
make a difference by implementing these clean air landscaping practices: 
 

 Do not use a gas mower, trimmer or leaf blower on very hot days or on  
      Air Pollution Alert days. 
 Mow or trim less frequently, in general, and keep equipment well-maintained. 
 Convert some (or ALL) of your turf to ‘no-mow’ vegetation, such as native 

grasses and wildflowers or a ‘low-mow’ fescue or other turf alternative. 
 Replace your old gas can with a new, no-spill model. 
 Replace your 2-cycle mower with a 4-cycle gas mower, OR 
 Replace your gas mower with an electric or reel (push) mower. 
 Never burn yard waste; compost it in your backyard or use your curbside  
      yard waste pick-up service. 
 Talk to your neighbors and friends about changing their 

landscaping and yard care practices. 

THINK CLEAN AIR LANDSCAPING  

 

With a little extra time on your hands these days, you can  
educate yourself and your family about bees by watching this film. 
 

You can borrow a copy of the DVD, for a period of two weeks, 
by emailing lynnhurst.env.comm@gmail.com   
 
 
 

Consider having a discussion after the film about what you can 
do to help our bee populations—and don’t forget the popcorn! 

DID YOU MISS LEC’S ENVIRONMENTAL MOVIE NIGHT? 

Mature, flowering garlic  

mustard - 2nd year 

Garlic mustard—1st year 



7 Lynnhurst Newsletter 7 Lynnhurst Newsletter

ABOUT US AND THIS NEWSLETTER  
The Lynnhurst Environmental Committee (LEC) is part of the Lynnhurst Neighborhood Association. We meet once a month to discuss environmental 
concerns and plan actions to improve the quality and sustainability of the neighborhood’s natural environment. If you would l ike to be involved, join us at 
our monthly meeting on the first Monday of the month, 6:30 p.m., Lynnhurst Community Center, 1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway. If you are unable to 
attend but would still like to participate or be on our email list, contact the LEC at lynnhurst.env.comm@gmail.com  
Our Enduring Environs is a periodic newsletter of the LEC made possible through Community Participation Program funding provided to the Lynnhurst 
Neighborhood Association. Our long term goal is to publish solely electronically through email and the Lynnhurst website, lynnhurst.org         
Check http://enduringenvirons.wordpress.com/  for more information and previous issues of this newsletter. 

The Lynnhurst Neighborhood is moving ahead with this program in 2020, offering  
subsidies and matching grants for up to 10 properties, with some new physical distancing  
practices by our partner, Metro Blooms, as follows: 
 
 

 Once the Stay-at-Home order is lifted, Metro Blooms expects to begin in-person site 
consultations, but will practice social distancing. Before beginning any consultations, 
they will share their social distancing guidelines and procedures with residents. 

 Another option for consultations could consist of two parts; a virtual consult with 
homeowners followed by an independent site visit by the designer to take measure-
ments and verify locations. 

 

See program details at enduringenvirons.wordpress.com/, Newsletters, Feb. 2019. 
 
 

Interested homeowners should contact Jennifer Moeller at Metro Blooms  jmoeller@metroblooms.org  
to put your name on the list for an onsite consultation with a landscape designer this spring. Please mention the  
Lynnhurst program when you email. The consultation will include identifying runoff conditions on your property, taking 
measurements, determining the appropriate garden improvements, selecting plants and estimating the budget for your 
project. Make your yard more resilient and sustainable for the future! 

LYNNHURST YARDS & GARDENS FOR CLEAN WATE R  

2020 PROGRAM—YOU CAN STILL S IGN UP!  

 

Garlic mustard is a rapidly spreading herb 
that is a major threat to the survival of native 

woodland vegetation and the wildlife that depends on it.  Beginning growth in early spring, garlic mustard can shade or 
crowd out native wildflowers and tree seedlings before they have a chance to grow. It can totally dominate a forest 
floor within 5 to 7 years of its introduction.  
 
The LEC will not have an organized group garlic mustard pull this year. Instead, if you can identify garlic mustard you 
could independently pull it, especially along Minnehaha Creek and Lake Harriet. (Search the Internet for help with  
identification.) It will be blooming during May and June. Please place the pulled garlic mustard in plastic or paper bags 
and label, "Invasive garlic mustard." Place your bags next to Park Board trash bins.                                 Thank you! 

JOHN BURROUGHS - AMERICAN NATURALIST AND ESSAYIST 
Our Community School was named after John Burroughs, an American naturalist and essayist  
important in the evolution of the U.S. conservation movement. He earned his place in the Ecology 
Hall of Fame with a million and a half copies of his twenty three volumes of essays extolling nature 
and encouraging people to experience the natural world. While he wrote for adults, teachers found 
his work both challenging and interesting to students.  
 

Known as the Hudson River naturalist and the father of the American nature essay, Burroughs be-
came one of the most popular and respected authors of his time. Here is one of his famous quotes: 

GARLIC MUSTARD REMOVAL IN SPRING 2020 

 

Nature, the Greatest Good 
“If I were to name the three most precious resources of life, I should say books, friends, and nature; and the greatest of 
these, at least the most constant and always at hand, is nature. Nature we have always with us, an inexhaustible store-
house of that which moves the heart, appeals to the mind and fires the imagination—health to the body, a stimulus to 
the intellect, and joy to the soul.”                                                               From John Burroughs’ novel, Leaf and Tendril (1908) 
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Bryant Avenue 
Reconstruction
The City of Minneapolis is kicking off the Bryant Ave. S.  
Reconstruction Project with a virtual open house. This is the first 
open house for the project and your chance to start engaging the 
city about your vision for the corridor. Due to COVID-19 concerns 
and safe social distancing, the open house will be held virtually.

Virtual Open House 
7-8 p.m. 
Tues., May 12

Please visit the project website for instructions on how to attend: 
minneapolismn.gov/cip/futureprojects/bryant-ave-s-reconstruction 

About the Project: 

The Minneapolis Public Works Department plans to reconstruct 
2.5 miles of Bryant Avenue S, from Lake Street to 50th St W, 
in 2022. The project will replace 60-year-old infrastructure and 
provides the opportunity to enhance the safety and comfort 
for people who live, work, and play on Bryant Avenue S. It is 
anticipated that this project will take two years to construct.


