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UFAWU 
Remembers
Helen-Anne
Beans
With deep sadness, we 
announce the passing of 
UFAWU-Unifor Vice Presi-
dent, Helen-Anne Beans. 

Helen passed away 
unexpectedly on Sunday, 
September 25th. Born on 
March 30th, 1990, Helen 
was 32 years old.

After many years of Mem-
bership in the Union and 
taking an integral role in a 
2018 organizing campaign, 
Helen was elected as 
UFAWU-Unifor Vice Presi-
dent at the Union Conven-
tion in January 2021. 

As Vice President, Helen 
attended an essential and 
highly regarded role in the 
Union. She was always 
thinking of and fighting for 
a better life and industry for 
fellow workers in an 

industry she loved. 

In 2022, she notably spear-
headed a Union campaign 
which pushed for the return 
of a search-and-rescue 
plane to the BC coast.  

The campaign was a suc-
cess and saw the return of 
a fixed-wing SAR aircraft 
to Comox — likely saving 
lives and averting potential 
tragedy for fish harvesters 
and other mariners. 

Those at the Union who 
had the privilege of working 
alongside Helen were often 
struck by her intelligence, 
positivity, and empathy for 
her fellow fish harvesters. 

Her passion for justice in 
the fishing industry was 
genuinely contagious. 

Helen grew up fishing with 
her family and was espe-
cially close with her Grand-
father Stevie Beans, the 
owner and skipper of the 
FV Ocean Predator. She 
participated in a variety 
of fisheries, from salmon 
to herring to prawns and 
halibut, and was proud to 
have recently achieved the 
position of Vessel Master. 

Helen’s activism in the 
fishing industry also 
extended beyond her role 
as UFAWU-Unifor Vice 
President. As a fourth-

generation fish harvester 
and member of the B.C. 
Young Fishermen’s 
Network (BCYFN), Helen 
fought for the future of 
B.C.’s next generation of 
fish harvesters. 

Helen’s passing is a heart-
breaking loss felt broadly 
across our coast and 
beyond; she will be deeply 
missed and lovingly re-
membered by all who had 
the privilege of knowing 
and working with her. 

We extend our deepest 
sympathies to Helen’s fam-
ily, friends, and community 
during this difficult time. 
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Data 
Questions 
Area H 
SC Chum 
Closure
Following a decision to 
close the Area H South 
Coast chum fishery due to 
drought in early October, 
Area H Troller Jody Eriks-
son compiled historical 
data that suggests current 
environmental conditions 

are not abnormal for this 
time of year.

To illustrate East Coast 
Vancouver Island river 
flows at this time of year, 
Eriksson focused on 
the Englishmen River  
“because of its central lo-
cation on the south island 
and because its flow is not 
artificially controlled.”

Eriksson used publical-
ly available hydrometric 
historical data from the 
Government of Canada in 

order to compare twelve 
examples since 1980 of 
equally dry years. This 
equals approximately 25 
per cent of years since 
1980.

The data compiled by 
Eriksson shows that the 
first noticeable rain in the 
twelve comparable years 
ranged from October 14 
to November 9 — with the 
average being near the 
end of October.

With these comparisons 

in mind, Eriksson outlined 
questions regarding the 
decision to close the Area 
H South Coast chum 
fishery including: “Did 
commercial chum fish-
eries take place in these 
12 dry years?” and “Was 
the spawning success of 
South Coast chum effect-
ed by drought on these 
12 dry years and to what 
degree?”

See Eriksson’s full 
document at 
UFAWU-Unifor.org.

Connected
Coast  
Update 
Last October, fish   
harvesters were asked for 
their input on The   
Connected Coast Project.

The Connected Coast  
Project is a plan set to bring 
internet services to rural 
and remote areas in coastal 
BC using subsea fibre optic 
cable.

Harvester input was needed 
to ensure the cable didn’t 
interfere with fishing  
activity. The proposed route 
of the cable intercepts with 
prawn fishing grounds. 
Once laid, the cable must 
be avoided. 

The Engagement and Per-
mitting Lead for Connected 

Coast advised that the 
routing of the cable could be 
altered to lessen impacts to 
stakeholders. 

Now, one year later, con-
struction is underway and 
Connected Coast has  re-
leased a Fall 2022 Update.

According to Connected 
Coast, “The Connected 
Coast project began con-
struction in the Strait of 
Georgia on July 20, 2022. 
The subsea fibre optic 
cable lay process began on 
Gabriola Island and moved 
north to Campbell River 
and the Discovery Islands 
few weeks after” with Lax 
Kw’alaams being the first 
community to gain internet 
access through the project.

For the full Fall 2022 
Update, visit 
connectedcoast.ca.

NSB MPAn 
Holds October 
Meetings
The Northern Shelf 
Bioregion Marine Protected 
Area Network (NSB MPAn) 
proposal consultation 
process is now open for 
public engagement.

In the UFAWU-Unifor 
September bulletin, Busi-
ness Agent Emily Orr out-
lined a number of concerns 

relating to the proposal and 
encouraged harvester and 
public engagement in the 
process. 

Over the month of October 
2022, a series of in-person 
engagement events take 
place in Campbell River, 
Masset, Daajing Giids, 
Prince Rupert, and Kitimat.

For more details, go to 
UFAWU-Unifor.org or con-
tact Business Agent Emily 
Orr at bagent@ufawu.org.

UFAWU 2023
Calendar
UFAWU-UNIFOR is pro-
ducing a 2023 wall calendar, 
showcasing commercial 
fishing vessels, harbours, 
and shoreside fishplants.  

Calendars will be available 

for pre-order for delivery in 
time for Christmas.

The calendar will be
available to both 
UFAWU-Unifor members 
and non-members. 

Stay tuned for more informa-
tion on purchasing a calen-
dar at UFAWU-Unifor.org.


