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Union 
Meets With 
Minister 
Osborne
This month, UFAWU met 
with Minister of Land, 
Water and Resource 
Stewardship Josie 
Osborne.

Union leadership and staff 
explained the devastating 
impact that the PSSI 
closures have had on 
fishers, their livlihoods, and 
their way of life.

Discussion included the 
desperate need for 
harvester support.

UFAWU-Unifor staff and 
leadership outlined the 

need for support to 
transition workers to new 
vocations, supports for 
harvesters to remain in 
the Industry and withstand 
current and planned
restructuring of fisheries 
access, and supports for 
harvesters forced into early 
and unplanned retirement.

The Union cited examples 
of support seen in others 

industries such as forestry 
and agriculture.

Others present at the 
meeting included Parlia-
mentary Secretary for Fish-
eries and Aquaculture Fin 
Donnelly; Assistant Deputy 
Minister of Water, Fisheries 
and Coastal Policy and 
Planning James Mack; and 
Unifor Western Regional 
Director Gavin Mcgarrigle.

DFO, Fraser 
Panel Fail 
SC GN
In early August, the Pacific 
Salmon Commission Fraser 
Panel technical committee 
made recommendations for 
a late-run sockeye run size 
that would have allowed 
enough commercial TAC for 
openings to occur. At that 
time, the Canadian Caucus 
felt there was not enough 
certainty in the data for com-
mercial fisheries, and Cana-
da’s fleets remained tied up 
while the US fished.

Of all three salmon fleets, 
gillnetters are in the most dif-
ficult position due to DFO’s 
management measures. Be-
cause DFO Pacific Region 
refuses to acknowledge their 
own science and selective 
harvest studies proving GN 
vessels can fish with 18% 
or less mortality on stocks of 
concern.

As the season progressed 
and late sockeye run-size 
certainty increased, 
industry and commercial 
Fraser Panel reps pressed 
the importance of opening 
GN fisheries before window 
closures occurred. The 

response was that FSC 
fisheries have priority, not all 
Nations had accessed their 
FSC, and commercial fisher-
ies could not take place yet.

On Sept 2, DFO’s Fraser 
Panel rep told industry that 
late-run sockeye had started 
to enter the river, and due 
to high river temperatures, 
extra cautious measures 
had to be considered as 
fish would have decreased 
survival to spawning rates. 
However, as commercial 
reps noted, temperatures 
were predicted to decrease 
the next week, and if fish 
were not going to spawn 

anyway, harvesting them at 
the same time as available 
Area E summer run TAC 
was ideal for Area E GN.

DFO’s rep said not all FNs 
had caught all their FSC 
allocation and there could 
not be a commercial fishery 
as FSC has priority. The 
Union respects FSC access 
and acknowledges the right 
and priority for FSC fisheries. 
However, it is not customary 
or in accordance with the 
IFMP to not open 
commercial fisheries 
until total FSC allocation is 
caught. (Cont. on back)
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NSB MPA 
Network 
Proposal 
Open for 
Public 
Engagement 
The Northern Shelf 
Bioregion Marine Protected 
Area Network (NSB MPAn) 
proposal consultation 
process is now open for 
public engagement. 

Union Business Agent Emily 
Orr is a Commercial Fishery 
Representative Member 
of the Integrated Advisory 
Committee, which serves as 
an information conduit 
between the MPAn coor-
dinators and stakeholders. 
After a series of update 
meetings offered by the 
MPATT (Marine Protected 

Area Technical Team),  
several frustrations and 
significant ongoing concerns 
are relayed:

1. There are no 
management measures 
offered for review alongside 
the current iteration of the 
proposed NSB MPAn. This 
means that we can see on 
a chart where the proposed 
areas are for protection, 
but don’t know what level 
of protection is planned. It’s 
not possible to provide  
meaningful input on a plan 
that does not specify what 
would potentially be the  
impacts of implementing 
said plan.  
 
2. RCAs have now been 
included into the NSB MPAn 
spatial plan. This might be a 
good thing — if the total sq 
km of RCAs then counted 
toward Canada’s 
protection percentages of 

25% by 2025, 30% by 2030, 
it would assist in getting to 
that (politically/policy driven, 
not science-based goal) 
percentage. However, if 
modifications to RCAs are 
required to meet criteria to 
serve that purpose, it could 
mean that currently  
permitted fishing activities 
become restricted, which 
could translate to   
substantial impacts to   
commercial fishing access.
 
3. The MPATT-affirmed 
timeline is to have a 
completed Action Plan by 
early 2023. Given the plan 
and boundaries for protected 
areas are still in 
consultation phases, and a 
current draft scenario lacks 
the level of detail required for 
stakeholders to understand 
what the impacts will be, it is 
highly concerning that a final 
scenario will exist within a 
few short months. A period of 

time for a plan of this level of 
complexity to be 
meaningfully engaged on, 
should not be rushed.
 
4. Public engagement began 
in September. A question to 
MPATT Coordinators was 
whether they are seeking 
“views,” or “input” from the 
public. The answer was 
“both.”  They will consider 
concerns re. specific areas, 
consider new areas 
suggested for protection that 
don’t exist within the 
proposal, and input has 
potential to impact the overall 
design scenario. Even if 
you’ve already engaged in 
consultation as a  
Stakeholder, you are the 
public and encouraged to 
engage.

See ufawu-unifor.org for 
more details and a list of 
upcoming webinars.

(Cont. from front) On Sept 
6, after FSC fisheries closed, 
Canadian Caucus accept-
ed a run-size and timing 
increase in late run sockeye 
numbers that allowed for 
commercial fisheries to pro-
ceed. An 82-hour GN fishery 
occurred in Area 13 for Area 
D GN at the Union’s request 
— due to short notice, limited 
area, and late timing, only 
721 sockeye were caught by 
15 boats. Canadian Caucus 
commercial reps were told 
Area E could not open due 
to the coho window closure.

The purpose of the Area E 
coho closure is to limit im-
pacts on Interior Fraser coho 
returning to spawn. Citing 
increased IF Coho returns 
and the absence of com-
mercial impacts due to lack 
of 2022 openings, the Union 
submitted a proposal to DFO 
requesting an Area E 
selective net fishery as soon 
as possible on the Fraser, 
within days of the Sept 6 
coho closure date.

DFO rejected this proposal, 
stating that opening Area E 

would require an increase 
in the allowable 3% IF Coho 
exploitation rate (even 
though no coho had been 
exploited to that point) and 
noting they would 
consider the research on 
gillnet selectivity studies 
showing gillnets fish with 
18% or less mortality 
impacts on bycatch like coho 
for future fisheries.

This is DFO’s own research 
and science SC/Fraser 
managers have refused 
to incorporate in planning 

for decades — the same 
science ignored during con-
sideration for PSSI closures. 
The GN fleet’s handling and 
release of bycatch during 
NC selective net fishing has 
also improved since studies 
took place, with survivability 
rates likely improving as well. 
Despite Union requests that 
DFO update pre-selective 
harvest mortality rates in the 
IFMP to reflect their own 
scientific studies, and to fund 
further research on these 
points, the department has 
refused.


