
The Newsletter of United Veterans Beacon House Winter 2021

This is Beacon House!
Welcome to the inaugural issue of The Beacon, the official newsletter of 
United Veterans Beacon House! 

There is much to share, and we want our readers to get to know us and 
the inspiring group of individuals we serve. From our humble beginnings  
with a modest shelter and a thrift shop in 1994, to the dozens of residences  
and programs we operate today, Beacon House’s mission remains constant: 
to restore dignity and light the way to a better future for veterans and 
their families. 

We’ve served over 25,000 men, women and children over the last 26 years.  
Many veterans struggle with homelessness, addiction, emotional distress  
and physical ailments. Beacon House provides safe and clean housing,  
health care management, workforce training, benefits coordination and  
transportation. 

Perhaps most profoundly, Beacon House is a place where veterans can feel  
at home with fellow veterans. Shared or similar experiences and circum-
stances, unique among those who’ve served, create bonds (continued on page 7)
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Notes From Frank 

49 
Homes

129 
Professional  

Staff

88 
Veterans  

Employed

808
Veteran Clients

............. ...
.....

.

25,000 
Homeless  

Veterans Served 
Since 1994

BEACON HOUSE BY THE NUMBERS 

960,000 
Total Miles  

Traveled
Since 19942020 statistics, except where noted.

So, after 26 years, we now have a newsletter. Why now? I asked that very question 
when our director of development, Tina Sferrazza, and members of our board sug-
gested it. Their responses really hit home: there are so many people interested in 
what we do and how we do it, that it’s time we shared our stories. 

My own story with Beacon House began in 1994 when, looking to sign up a customer in 
my prior line of work, I knocked on the door of a thrift store in Kings Park. Wearing my 
tough, no-nonsense expression, the man greeted me with a smile and quickly asked  
if I was a veteran. I said, “yeah, what’s it to you?” 

The manager invited me into the back room, which served as a conference room for a 
small group of veterans. We talked for hours about his passion for helping veterans—
many of whom were substance abusers, had mental health issues and were home-
less. These were people I served with, side by side, in Vietnam. I could not believe, 
26-plus years later, that my fellow veterans were still struggling to find shelter and 
compassionate care. My life changed that night, as I resolved to do whatever I could 
to make right what felt so wrong.

In those days, this group of dedicated Vietnam veterans (which eventually became 
United Veterans Beacon House) brought clean clothes, warm jackets, dry socks and 
hot meals to homeless veterans they found on the street. After that fateful night in 
Kings Park, I joined the cause.

We would go in our own vehicles to bring whatever was needed. We tried to find 
them on the street, from Montauk to Manhattan, and encouraged them to go to the 
local VA hospital for assistance. But there were always some veterans that refused to 
go to the VA. There was an obvious need—something between the “freedom” of the 
street and the structure of a larger institution.

In 1994, United Veterans Beacon House was officially founded. We provided housing 
to homeless veterans, with a modest initial offering of just one home that served 
8 veterans. Today, Beacon House operates 49 residences throughout Long Island. 
We’ve helped over 25,000 veterans and veteran families, and we continue to evolve 
as the needs of our veterans evolve.

Some people have said that I found my passion, my life’s work, that night in Kings 
Park. The truth is that I was in the right place at the right time, and I’ve been blessed 
with the privilege of a lifetime. 

We hope you enjoy this first issue, and we thank you for sharing your passion in sup-
porting our veterans. In subsequent issues of our newsletter, we will share stories 
about how Beacon House has positively changed the lives of veterans. 
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Brighten Our Light 
Emergency Fund Attracts Donations, Support  
During Crisis
As COVID-19 swept through Long Island, many organizations put a 
hold on their corporate giving programs. Beacon House set to work 
right away to ensure lapses in traditional funding sources would not 
negatively impact our veterans.

“We quickly established the Brighten Our Light emergency fund 
—which served to shine a light on what our resident veterans were 
facing, and continue to face,” says Frank Amalfitano, president and 
CEO of United Veterans Beacon House.

“One of our immediate priorities was to sanitize our residences  
and headquarters. We reached out to JPMorgan Chase, which had 
expressed interest in supporting Beacon House. We explained to  
the bank’s regional director, Rebecca O’Connell, that we were in dire 
need of sanitization for our facilities and, within three days, JPMorgan  
Chase stepped in with a $100,000 contribution.”

The generous and timely investment by JPMorgan Chase served  
as the springboard to launch the Brighten Our Light fund. The agility 
with which the bank responded to Beacon House’s request was  
highlighted on a News Channel 12 broadcast. Click here to view. 

“The fund will continue as long as this virus exists and impacts our 
residents,” says Frank. “Thank goodness for the kindness and gener-
osity that still exists in the world. Our veterans deserve no less.”

VETS TRIVIA CORNER

1. What Revolutionary War  
 hero, portrayed on horseback,  
 is honored with a statue in  
 front of Boston’s Old  
 North Church? 

 a. George Washington 

 b. Paul Revere

 c. Thomas Payne 

 d. John Adams

2. When do we celebrate  
 Veterans Day? 

 a. The 4th Monday of October 

 b. October 28th 

 c. The 2nd Monday of November 

 d. November 11th

3. Originally, the holiday we  
 celebrate as Veterans Day  
 went by what name? 

 a. Treaty Day 

 b. Armistice Day

 c. Memorial Day 

 d. Soldiers Day

4. For which of the following is  
 Audie Murphy not well known? 

 a. The most decorated soldier  
  of World War II 

 b. Successful American  
  film actor 

 c. Author of “To Hell and Back” 

 d. Suffering from post-traumatic  
  stress disorder (PTSD)

5. What 1968 battle marked  
 the beginning of the fiercest  
 combat years of the  
 Vietnam War? 

 a. Battle at the Hamlet of Ap Bac 

 b. Siege of Khe Sanh 

 c. Hue Battle

 d. First Battle of Saigon

Trivia questions from Proprofs Quizzes. 
(Answers on page 8.) 

Frank Amalfitano joins Beacon House residents with a thumbs up to JPMorgan Chase.

JPMorgan Chase  
Knapp-Swezey Foundation  
GEICO 
Newsday Charities 
Dime Community Bank  

Thank You to Our Brighten Our Light Leadership Donors

The Fay J. Lindner Foundation 
George Link Jr. Charitable Trust 
Sterling National Bank 
The Fred and Gilda Nobel Foundation 
Pascucci Family Foundation

https://longisland.news12.com/jpmorgan-chase-donates-dollar100k-to-bay-shorebased-veteran-nonprofit-41944253


The Annual United Veterans Beacon House “Veterans Salute Gala”

From Live and In-person to Virtual!
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Less than a year later, the world 
changed. Gone were the flowers,  

entertainment and speeches. But  
the needs of our veterans remained.  
So, after much deliberation, it was 
decided that the 2020 Veterans  
Salute Gala would go virtual.  
A Virtual Celebration for Real  
Heroes was launched on December 
1st— and it was a resounding  
success. Nearly $300,000 was 
raised again in 2020!

The event’s host, Victoria Ryan, 
welcomed viewers and shared the 
mission and goals of the agency.  
United Veterans Beacon House 
president and CEO Frank Amalfitano 

spoke to the unique challenges 
faced this year due to Covid—taking  
more veterans off the streets while 
ensuring our residences were safe 
and sanitized.

Frank then introduced the official 
unveiling of the first-ever Beacon 
House inspirational video. Real  
veterans spoke poignantly about 
their individual challenges, and the 
ways in which Beacon House set 
them on the path to healthy and 
productive lives. You can view the 
video on our website here.

Adam Wood, chairman of the board  
of directors for Beacon House, spoke 

White linens. Fresh flowers.  
Crisp suits and cocktail dresses. 
Musical entertainment.  
Poignant speeches.  
This was the stuff of the  
2019 Annual Beacon House  
Gala, where over 500 supporters 
came together to celebrate,  
honor and support our veterans. 
Over $300,000 was raised –  
a new record! Things changed  
in 2020.
Beacon House hosts its virtual 2020  
Veterans Salute Gala online with host 
Victoria Ryan.

https://uvbh.org/2020-gala-video/
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passionately about our veterans. 
He emphasized the importance of  
honoring those who have served to 
protect us. Adam noted, too, that 
Beacon House provides housing 
and services to non-veterans and 
veterans families. He closed with 
an appeal to call him directly with 
questions about Beacon House—
one of his favorite subjects!

Rebecca O’Connell of JPMorgan 
Chase shared the importance of 
giving back to the community.  
She told of the bank’s substantial 
commitment to Beacon House 
during the early days of the  
pandemic, and stated, “when 

communities do well, we do well 
together.” Indeed, upon learning  
of the costly, unforeseen (and  
unbudgeted) need for sanitization  
of Beacon House residences in 
early March 2020, JPMorgan 
Chase turned around its generous  
and timely contribution of $100,000 
within days. 

Our host, Victoria, then introduced 
Ed Blaskey, Beacon House board 
member and market president for 
Sterling National Bank. Ed spoke 
about his bank’s long-standing 
support of Beacon House, and of 
his choice to become personally 
involved with the agency after wit-

nessing firsthand the dedication of 
its staff. Ed encouraged viewers  
to support Beacon House in what- 
ever way possible, including through  
donations and the giving of time. 

The gala drew to a close with  
our veterans thanking this year’s  
sponsors, along with an appeal for 
new supporters. Victoria invited 
everyone to stay involved with 
Beacon House, and to plan to  
attend this year’s gala in Fall 2021.

A full list of sponsors appears on 
our website. The 2020 virtual gala, 
about 16 minutes in length, can be 
viewed in its entirety here. 

Army veteran Deidre V. balances twins while 
sharing her story of finding a new home through 
Beacon House.

Paul F. turned his life around with the  
help of Beacon House. He’s now a house 
manager with Beacon House.

Above: Behind the scenes during production of the 2020 virtual gala.

At right: Navy vet Michelle B. overcame homelessness while a single 
mom. She’s now a house manager at Beacon House.

https://uvbh.org/2020-gala-video/


GEICO Associates Excited About Partnership  
with Beacon House 
Submitted by GEICO

GEICO was founded in 1936 to  
serve members of the military 
and other government employees. 
Though the company now offers 
insurance coverage to everyone,  
GEICO has never forgotten  
its indelible connection to  
the military.

GEICO strives to show its commit-
ment to and appreciation of those 
who serve and have served by 
partnering with organizations like 
United Veterans Beacon House. 
Associates at the GEICO office  
in Woodbury are enthusiastic  
supporters of Beacon House and 
its many efforts to uplift veterans.

GEICO associates collected 2,000 
pounds of full-size toiletries, t-shirts  
and other essentials for Beacon 
House. Associates also welcomed 
Beacon House clients to the office’s  
Veterans Day luncheon. The office 
is now in the middle of a food drive 
to benefit the organization that 
has already generated nearly 500 
pounds of non-perishables. 

In the works is a drive to collect 
bedding items for Beacon House 
vets transitioning from homeless-
ness, and an initiative that will  
have the HR department helping 
veterans with resume-writing and 
job preparation. 

“GEICO takes great pride in 
serving and supporting those who 
serve and have served our nation. 
We as a company—and all of us as 
a country—owe them a great debt 
of gratitude,” said Rick Hoagland, 

GEICO senior vice president and 
chief human resources officer.  

Across the country, GEICO has 
made it a top priority to support 
service members and veterans. 
The company has a Military Center,  
staffed by veterans, dedicated to 
the sales and service of military 
policies for those serving across 
the globe. There is also a GEICO  
Military Team that supports  
military communities around the 
country. Since 1989, the GEICO 
Military Team has hosted the  
annual GEICO Military Service 
Awards, which honor a member  
of each of the five branches  
of service and a member of the  
National Guard for their contri-

butions to civilian and military 
communities. 

GEICO actively promotes hiring  
veterans and reservists. These 
efforts include the company’s  
Veteran IT Transition Program, which 
trains veterans with no previous 
tech experience for rewarding  
careers in information technology. 

GEICO’s partnership with the  
Recycled Rides program has pro-
vided yet another avenue to support  
the military. GEICO donates  
vehicles that are refurbished by body  
shops; then, many of the vehicles 
are given to deserving veterans, 
Gold Star families and organiza-
tions dedicated to helping vets.

GEICO associates stuff clothing and toiletry essentials for Beacon House clients.  
(Photo taken pre-COVID-19.)  

6



The years-long expansion of 
residences and services under 

the United Veterans Beacon House 
banner is due, in large part, to the 
enthusiastic and generous support 
of some very special people in our 
community. Frank Bono is one of 
those people.

Our 25th Anniversary Gala Honoree,  
Frank is an owner and general 
manager of Primi Italian Steakhouse 
in West Islip. The restaurant is the 
recipient of the American Academy 
of Hospitality’s “Five Diamond” 
award; it also received a four-star 
rating from the NY Times.

Frank’s passion as a restaurateur 
began in childhood. He enjoyed 

visiting his grandmother’s Babylon 
restaurant, Tre Amici, where  
satisfied patrons indulged in special 
family recipes. Years later, with 
much experience under his belt, 
Frank opened Primi at age 26. 

Frank is passionate about the 
growth and development of his 
community, and he is particularly 
committed to supporting Beacon 
House. Many times, Frank has 
brought meals from his restaurant 
to our resident veterans—and did 
they enjoy it! 

Frank has stepped up in myriad 
other ways to support our veterans, 
and we at Beacon House are grate-
ful for his outstanding commitment. 

Frank Bono 
Beacon House Supporter, Sponsor, and Past Honoree
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Beacon House (from page 1)

of trust and understanding that can 
facilitate real change. 

Frank H., a Vietnam veteran,  
suffered from PTSD and self- 
medicated. This led to a long period  
of substance abuse, resulting in 
job loss, divorce and estrangement 
from his children. Frank’s residency  
at Beacon House enabled him to 
develop coping skills without the 
need to self-medicate. Sadly, when 
Frank returned to live with members  
of his family, it was a brief and 
disappointing homecoming. But 
instead of turning to drugs, Frank 
returned to Beacon House and 
sought therapy at the VA. 

“Somewhere between the jungle  
of Vietnam and the shore of  
America, I got lost,” says Frank. 
Utilizing the support and compas-
sionate care he found at Beacon 
House as his foundation, Frank 
eventually regained his indepen-
dence and found his place in  

the world. He ultimately reunited  
with his ex-wife, and they now 
reside together, along with several 
grandchildren.

“These are the outcomes that 
keep us motivated,” says Beacon 
House CEO Frank Amalfitano. 
“We truly believe that every single 
person in need that comes to 
Beacon House will succeed. It’s 

that positive outlook, I believe, that 
makes the difference.”

It is the story of Frank H., and others,  
that inspire Beacon House staff, 
supporters and new residents in our  
ongoing mission to light the way to 
a brighter future for our veterans. We  
look forward to sharing more stories  
about our veterans in future issues 
of The Beacon.

US Marine combat veteran Sean B. and family are all smiles in front of their brand new 
Beacon House residence in eastern Long Island.

Frank Bono, UVBH 25th Anniversary  
Gala Honoree 



It is not uncommon for our  
supporters to inquire about how 
our organization has grown from its 
humble beginnings to the thriving 
agency it is today. United Veterans 
Beacon House has thrived, in large 
part, due to the tireless efforts of 
our amazing board members. To 
shed light on their selfless and 
often behind-the-scenes work for 
our veterans, we’ve decided to 
spotlight one member in each issue 
of our newsletter. 

First up is Jim Smith—a stalwart 
supporter of our mission, and a 
dedicated advocate for veterans. 
Jim was a Stars and Stripes reporter 
in Vietnam, where his first-hand  
encounters and experiences defined  
his life and drove him to serve his 
fellow veterans.

While a reporter at Newsday, it  
was Jim’s first encounter with 
Frank (Amalfitano, Beacon House 
president and CEO) that piqued his 
interest in Beacon House. “I had  
my first interview with Frank in 
2007 and I was invited shortly 
thereafter to be on the board,” 
he says. It was the beginning of a 
beautiful friendship—between Jim, 
Frank and Beacon House. Over 
the years, Jim has dedicated much 
time and effort to Beacon House, 

having served as both Board  
President and Secretary.

Jim’s advocacy has taken many 
forms, including his integral role in 
facilitating three $100,000 grants 
from the Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation at Shelter Rock in 
Manhasset, where Jim is a con-
gregant. The grants were used for 
many meaningful projects, including 
the completion of renovations at 
two shelters in Hempstead.

While at Newsday, Jim covered 
five Super Bowls and nine Stanley 
Cup finals, in addition to his regular 
coverage of the NY Giants, Islanders 
and Rangers. He also served  
as a features editor prior to his  
retirement in 2014. While his  
body of work certainly comprises 

an illustrious career as a journalist, 
it is his memoir that speaks to his  
real passion. “Heroes to the End”  
is a collection of his previously- 
published and unpublished stories 
from his time in Vietnam. 

“Heroes to the End” personalized 
Jim’s Vietnam experience. “I wrote 
about the mixed emotions I had as 
a reporter, feeling I was glorifying 
war, but that these guys were  
legitimate heroes and the stories 
were compelling. I did a lot of 
drinking myself over there and then 
came back and had three lost years. 
I feel I’ve been where a lot of our 
clients have been. I identify with 
them. (That’s why) I’m interested 
in helping them. I wish there was 
someone there to help me when I 
came home.”

When he’s not writing or giving 
talks based on “Heroes,” Jim 
and his wife Lynn Smith, a social 
worker, attend workshops and 
programs on PTSD, traumatic brain 
injury, substance abuse and suicide 
prevention. Jim is also working on 
a screenplay for a Netflix series 
based on his memoir. 

Jim contributes the proceeds of  
his book sales and speaking fees to 
Beacon House. Thank you, Jim, for 
your unwavering support!

BOARD MEMBER SPOTLIGHT  I  JIM SMITH

Trivia Corner Answers

1: b. On April 18, 1775, Boston’s Old 
North Church entered the pages of 
history when Sexton Robert Newman 
held two lanterns from its steeple. 
These lanterns signaled to Paul Revere, 
the man commemorated by the statue, 
that the British were moving on  
Lexington and Concord by sea and  
not by land.

2: d. We celebrate Veterans Day on 
November 11th. The tradition began  
in 1919, when President Woodrow  
Wilson proclaimed a National Holiday  
to honor the fighters in WWI.

3: b. Veterans Day was first called  
Armistice Day. Congress approved of 
the holiday in 1938 to commemorate 
those who fought in WWI. Later, a  
shoe merchant from Emporia, Kansas 
named Al King started a movement 
that successfully turned Armistice Day 
into Veterans Day and expanded it to 
honor all U.S. veterans.

4: d. In 27 months of combat, Audie 
Murphy became the most decorated 
soldier to fight in World War II.  
Despite having success as an actor, 
writer, and musical composer, few  
people know Audie’s post-war life  
was affected by what later came to  

be known as post-traumatic stress  
disorder.

5: c. Part of the Tet Offensive, the 
Battle of Hue was one of the longest 
and bloodiest battles of the Vietnam 
War. The following years saw tens of 
thousands of American war deaths, as 
well as countless enemy casualties.  
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To learn more about  
how you can make a difference  

in the life of a veteran,  
click here.

https://uvbh.org/donate/

