
To start us off, I would like you to pause and if you can listen to the Song- How He 
Loves by David Crowder Band, Music is one of the ways we can focus our hearts, 
mind and body on God. 
 

For the Reflection earlier this week I went more about sin, but the other side 
to sin is grace.  We learned about what Bonheoffer calls Costly Grace.  If you ever 
want to, Dietrich Bonheoffer is great person to read, He was in Germany during 
WWII and one of the few theologies who not only stayed in Germany but directly 
stood up to Hitler and the treatment of the Jewish people.  

• The Wesleyan understanding of grace is in three parts.  Prevenient 
Grace, Justifying Grace, and Sanctifying Grace.   

• Wesley used a house to talk of the movement of the three graces. 
• Prevenient grace is the porch, it is a grace that exist before we even 

know who God is.  It requires no response from us. 
• Justifying grace is the doorway, it is the grace that exists once we 

have made the decision to enter the house to acknowledge God and 
turn towards Him.   

o When this happens we are lead to repent and because of 
Jesus’s work on the cross we are Justified in God’s eyes.   

o This is a daily event  
• Lastly is Sanctifying grace, the house its self.  It is the grace that exists 

as we live acknowledging God’s rule over us and Jesus as our Savior.    
This is a simplified version on grace. And while we talk of them independently they 
all exist together and are at work all at the same time.   
 
This Sunday we are looking at the Title of Emmanuel: God with us.  How when Jesus 
came as the Incarnation, it was the literal meaning of God with us.  
 
Let us pray: 
 
God we thank you for your unconditional love and grace. That your grace exist 
before we even know who your are, we requires nothing from us.  We thank you for 
your faithfulness and for showing us literally how you are always with us. 
 
God we pray for those who the holiday season is hard, for you to continue to lay a 
hand on all of us and remind us everyday that you are here, you are listening, and 
you will never stop. 
Pray this all in your Name, Amen  

 


