
Advent-  
I am going to be posting these twice a week on Wednesday and Friday.  Wednesday will 
be in part a recap of the pervious Sunday and I will add more on a certain point.  Friday 
will be in part going deeper on one aspect and a preview of this coming Sunday.   
 
To start us off, I would like you to pause and if you can listen to the Song- There is 
Power by Lincoln Brewster, Music is one of the ways we can focus our hearts, mind and 
body on God.   

• Recap of the sermon and Candle 
o Candle was about Hope and as called the Prophets Candle because the 

prophets often spoke of a Messiah to come that would take the people out 
of bondage and sit on the throne forever. 

o We are doing a sermon Series on the title of Jesus that is based on a book 
by Adam Hamilton 

▪ The Sermon this past Sunday was Royal Titles and the Messianic 
Hope. 

o The two titles we looked at was Messiah and King.  Messiah is an anointed 
one that signifies that you are set apart from God with oil and it has a long 
history starting in Exodus. 

o Kingship comes from the Davidic Covenant- where God promised a 
descent of David would sit on the throne forever. 

 
• I want to go deeper into what exactly was the Messianic hope and the 

expectations that the people had and how Jesus being different taught us about 
who God is.   

 

There were three offices that Jesus fulfilled  

• Christ as Priest, Christ as Prophet, and Christ as King.  

• John Wesley, in his notes on Matthew 1:16, describes the role of Priest as the 

mediator between God and us;  

• the role of Prophet is understood as to “enlighten our minds and teach us the 

whole will of God;”
 
 

• Christ as King allows Him to reign in us and lead us. Jesus fulfilled all these 

roles, just not in the way people were expecting him to.  

• The people of Israel were not necessarily expecting one person to fulfill all of 

these roles in the particular way that Jesus did.  

o The messianic expectations of the Jews were influenced by their socio-

historical contexts as a people: They had been an oppressed, dominated 

people for most of their history. Therefore, when they looked forward to 

the coming of their Messiah, they looked forward to someone to free them 

from literal bondage.  



o They saw the messiah as the one who would rule over them and restore 

the nation of Israel to its Davidic heights. 

o When Jesus, a poor carpenter born in the manger of a barn that housed 

animals, fulfilled the offices of Priest, Prophet, and King through a 

willingness to die on the cross, he turned the messianic expectations on 

its head.  

o Power as we understand it is not the same as God’s power. Jesus’ power 

was evidenced in eating with and befriending people who society deemed 

unworthy: tax collectors and sinners, sex workers and the differently 

abled.  

o Jesus’ power was evidenced in claiming that everlasting life comes 

through love, service, and fellowship with all of God’s created order. 

Jesus’ understanding of power came from God’s own sovereign Love, 

evidenced in the chorus of Genesis: It is good and it is good!  

Let us end on a prayer  

God we thank you for your Son, we thank you that your expectations are not the same 

as ours, because we have a limited understanding and your way is always better.  That 

your power is based on love and we do not have to hold to the standards of this world, 

but we have a God who has defeated sin and evil and you can declare it is Good. 

God I pray for everyone in this church and their family and friends.  I pray for those who 

are hurting this Holiday season.  I pray for your continued comfort and love during 

these times.    

 

 


