
Diefenbunker -The Military Information Centre (MIC) and Federal 
Warning Centre (FWC) in the Central Emergency Government 
Headquarters (CEGHQ)  at Canadian Forces Station Carp, Ontario

1. The primary role of the Military
Information Centre (MIC) was to provide
information to the Cabinet and federal
government departmental officials concerning the
military situation. It is likely that in the event of
an attack on North America, Canada would have
had troops in many areas of the world involving
many different military operations ranging from
North American Air Defence (NORAD) to the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO).
Briefing cabinet on such matters and the activities
of the Canadian Forces would have been essential.
 
 
2. At various times over the thirty years of the facilities existence the Federal Warning 

Centre (FWC) was collocated with the MIC. (For a 
considerable period of time the FWC was located in
the NORAD Regional Headquarters in North Bay). 
Its primary function was to provide warning of an 
impending attack by transmitting the appropriate 
signals to the Regional Emergency Government 
Headquarters (which would have triggered the 
sirens in their respective provinces) and to
(directly) sound the sirens in the National Capital 
Region.  The warning would also have been passed 
to a network of CBC and affiliate stations equipped 
with special “black boxes”.  That action would have

resulted in the activation of the Emergency Broadcast System and the subsequent broadcasting
of warning messages to radio receivers throughout the country.  

3. Much of the information that the Emergency
Government Situation Centre would have used to maintain
its situation plotting boards and to assemble its situation
reports would have come from the MIC / FWC.  Their
sources were primarily NORAD and (to a lesser extent
NATO) combined with Canadian Forces Bases across the
country. The Minister of National Defence would have, of
course been a member of the War Cabinet and his
immediate staff would have included the Deputy Minister
and very likely the Vice Chief of Defence Staff. The more
operationally tasked Deputy Chief of Defence Staff would
have likely been located in the NORAD Regional HQ at
North Bay, Ontario.
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