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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
NOVEMBER 24, 2021 

 

Fellow Peacekeepers: 

 

This message is to welcome you to the latest Thin Blue Line newsletter, the third 

to be assembled by our Board Chair, Ron Griffis.  Thank you, Ron!  The COVID-

19 pandemic continues with force depending on where you are living.  Some 

provinces have relaxed some rules, and some are still more shut down than others.  

However, there appears to be some light at the end of the tunnel with children aged 

5 to 11 now available to be vaccinated.  To date, over 67 million doses have been 

delivered to provinces and territories.  As of today, 89.7% of doses delivered have 

been administered:  78.9% of the Canadian population have received at least one 

dose while 75.6 % of the Canadian population is fully vaccinated.!   

 

However, please continue to wear a mask, watch your distancing, and stay within 

your family unit if possible until it is time to resume some sort of normalcy.  Please 

get your vaccinations whenever you are eligible.  I hope that various Chapters will 

be able to hold Chapter meeting face-to-face within the next couple of months. 

 

Veterans Affairs Canada late last year offered Veterans Associations the chance to 

apply for monies that VAC has made available to ensure to survival of our 

organizations.  Your Executive applied for and received $5350.00.  We spent the 

whole amount on administrative costs supporting the National Headquarters and all 

the Chapters except the two largest, Calgary and Ottawa, whom we deemed able to 

provide their own support.  These administrative expenditures covered a host of 

expenses listed by VAC, not limited to rental expenses, insurance, utilities, printing 

mailto:cavunp@rogers.com


and communication, and administration expenses.  We have interpreted members’ 

annual fees to be part of the administration expense, so have based the Chapter 

amount on providing enough funds to pay for Chapter member’s annual dues either 

this year or next year.  Your Executive must provide VAC with a recapitulation of 

the spending at the end of 2021, to be delivered to VAC by end-January 2022. 

 

Last week, the province of British Columbia was devasted by an “atmospheric 

river”  which dumped a month’s worth of rain in one day!  Roads and railways 

were devastated by washouts and landslides, many towns and cities were flooded 

and became impassible.  The outlook is for three more of these “atmospheric 

rivers” to strike BC over the next week or so.  If you have friends or family there, 

keep in touch with them as they need all the support, we can give them! 

 

Next year is the year of our Annual AGM, to be held in Peterborough, Ontario.  

The AGM is normally held in September, but his year we have been asked to have 

it on the Canada Day weekend.  The City of Peterborough is due to unveil a 

Peacekeeping Monument on July 1, 2022, and we thought what better time to 

advertise our organization to the assembled multitudes and press by having the 

AGM at the same time.  We might even be able to convince other CAVUNP 

Chapters in Central and Eastern Ontario and elsewhere to augment those attending 

the AGM on July 1st!  Your Executive have agreed that this is a very good idea, so 

the AGM will be held on the Canada Day weekend.  MGen Lew MacKenzie has 

agreed to perform ceremonial duties, and the Chiefs of two local First Nations have 

also agreed to participate in the ribbon cutting ceremony! 

 

I hope that you enjoy this edition of the TBL; please do let us know whether it is 

what you expect, or it is not, but also let us know what your expectations are and 

how and what we can do to improve the TBL.  Do not be afraid to contribute 

stories, trips, or whatever you think our organization needs to be informed about.  

This echoes my previous pleas!  I hope that everyone will have a great Christmas 

and festive season, and can get together with friends, families, and others to 

celebrate and welcome in 2022. 

 

MESSAGE DU PRÉSIDENT 

 
24 NOVEMBRE 2021 

 

Camarades Gardiens de la paix onusien. 

 

Ce message vous invite à la parution du dernier Bulletin « La Fine Ligne Bleue 

(FLB) », le troisième à être assemblé par notre président du conseil 

d’administration, Ron Griffis.   Merci, Ron !   La pandémie COVID-19 se poursuit 

avec force selon l’endroit où vous vivez. Certaines provinces ont assoupli certaines 



règles existantes, et certaines sont encore plus fermées que d’autres.  Cependant, il 

semble que l’on voit la lumière au bout du tunnel pour les enfants âgés de 5 à 11 

ans qui maintenant sont éligibles à être vaccinés.  À ce jour, plus de 67 millions de 

doses ont été livrées aux provinces et aux territoires.  En date d’aujourd’hui, 89,7 

% des doses livrées ont été administrées : 78,9 % de la population canadienne a 

reçu au moins une dose alors que 75,6 % de la population canadienne est 

entièrement vaccinée.   

 

Mais, s.v.p. continuer de porter un masque, de surveiller votre distanciation et de 

rester dans votre bulle familiale si possible jusqu’à ce qu’un semblant de normalité 

soit revenu. Veuillez-vous faire vacciner chaque fois que vous êtes admissible.  

J’espère que les différentes succursales seront en mesure de tenir des réunions avec 

personnel présent sur place au cours des deux prochains mois. 

 

 

À la fin de l’année dernière, Anciens Combattants Canada a offert aux associations 

de vétérans la possibilité de demander des fonds qu’ils avaient mis à notre 

disposition pour assurer la survie de nos organismes.  Votre comité exécutif a 

demandé et reçu 5350,00 $.  Nous avons dépensé la totalité du montant en frais 

administratifs pour soutenir l’administration centrale et toutes les succursales, à 

l’exception des deux plus importantes, Calgary et Ottawa, que nous avons jugées 

en mesure de fournir à leur propre soutien.  Ces dépenses administratives 

couvraient une foule de dépenses énumérées par ACC, sans se limiter aux frais de 

location, d’assurance, de services publics, d’impression et de communication et 

aux frais d’administration.  Nous avons, au niveau exécutif national, intégré à ses 

frais les cotisations annuelles des membres comme faisant partie des frais 

d’administration, et nous avons distribué un montant défini au pro rata pour chaque 

succursale couvrant les cotisations annuelles de leurs membres pour cette année ou 

l’année prochaine.  Notre exécutif doit fournir à ACC une récapitulation des 

dépenses à la fin de 2021, qui leur sera remise d’ici la fin de janvier 2022. 

 

La semaine dernière, la province de la Colombie-Britannique a été dévastée par 

une « rivière atmosphérique » qui a déversé un mois de pluie en une journée !  Les 

routes et les chemins de fer ont été dévastés par les inondations et les glissements 

de terrain, de nombreuses villes ont été inondées et plusieurs routes sont devenues 

impraticables.  On prévoit que trois autres de ces « rivières atmosphériques » 

frapperont la Colombie-Britannique au cours des prochaines semaines.  Si vous 

avez des amis ou de la famille là-bas, restez en contact avec eux car ils ont besoin 

de tout le soutien que nous pouvons leur donner ! 

 

L’année prochaine sera l’année de notre Assemble Générale Annuelle (AGA), qui 

se tiendra à Peterborough, en Ontario.  L’AGA a normalement lieu en septembre, 

mais cette année, on nous a demandé de l’avoir le week-end de la fête du Canada.  

La Ville de Peterborough doit dévoiler un monument du Maintien de la paix le 1er 

juillet 2022, et nous avons pensé qu’il serait préférable de faire connaître notre 



organisation aux participants présents et à la presse rassemblées, en organisant 

l’AGA en même temps.  Nous pourrions même être capable de convaincre d’autres 

succursales de l’ACVFPNU dans le centre et l’est de l’Ontario et ailleurs, 

d’augmenter la présence de ceux qui voudrait assister à l’AGA du 1erjuillet!  Votre 

exécutif national a convenu qu’il s’agit d’une très bonne idée, de sorte que l’AGA 

aura lieu le week-end de la Fête du Canada.  Le Mgén Lew MacKenzie a accepté 

de s’occuper des fonctions cérémonielles et, les chefs de deux Premières Nations 

locales ont également accepté de participer à la cérémonie d’inauguration ! 

 

J’espère que vous apprécierez cette édition du FLB ; s’il-vous-plaît laissez-nous 

savoir si c’est ce que vous vous attendez, ou non de nous. Faites-nous également 

savoir quelles sont vos attentes et comment pourrions-nous faire pour améliorer le 

FLB.  Ne craignez pas de contribuer avec des histoires, des voyages ou tout ce dont 

vous estimez que notre organisation aurait besoin d’être avisé ou mettre au courant.  

Cela fait écho à mes demandes et appels précédents !  J’espère que tout le monde 

passera un Joyeux Noël et Bonne et Heureuse Fêtes de la Nouvelle An, et surtout 

pourront se réunir avec familles, amis et d’autres personnes pour célébrer et 

accueillir l’An 2022. 
 

 

 
NOTICE OF TERMINATION: of Canadian 
Association of Veterans in UN Peacekeeping 
(CAVUNP) located at http://www.cavunp.org has 
been terminated.  This is the old web site. 

  
NOTICE OF NEW NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
WEB SITE LOCATION: at http://cavunp-hq.ca with 
a new look 

  
QUESTIONS – COMMENTS – SUGGESTIONS  
should be addressed to the Web Master, Sylvain 
Bouliane at E-mail sboulian@telus.net or to Paul 
Greensides 

 

 

http://www.cavunp.org/
http://cavunp-hq.ca/
mailto:sboulian@telus.net


SUBMITTED BY:  FERN TAILLEFER, CD 

PRESIDENT CENTRAL ONTARIO CHAPTER 

 
Well, another year has gone by, and another ceremony has taken place at our 

beautiful park to commemorate our fallen comrades who made the ultimate 

sacrifice while on U.N. sanctioned missions around the world. 

  

This year even with the COVID crisis, we were able to remember our comrades 

once again in a very special ceremony.  The ceremony took place in two parts but 

was conducted very differently from years past. We also ensured that it went over 

well with social distancing in mind. 

  

There was no marching or band to start things off due to Covid. We proceeded 

with our ceremony inside the park.  The VIP tents were set up and we actually had 

two porta potties for this event for the first time ever, thanks to the Township of 

Essa and our good friend Mayor Macdonald who made the arrangements. Personal 

thank you to Mayor Macdonald for making sure the park would look presentable 

for this event.  Your staff did an outstanding job and are to be commended.  The 

flowers in the pots were beautiful. 

  

The first part was conducted as in the past tradition of recognizing our Canadian 

fallen Peacekeepers.  This took approximately 1 hour.  including the laying of 

wreath.  The second part was much longer with the unveiling of the Wheel of 

Honour, to recognize our First Nation, Inuit and Métis brothers and sisters who 

made the ultimate sacrifice while serving on a sanctioned United Nations 

Peacekeeping mission.  The day was incredibly hot and muggy, and I believe we 

reached 40 degrees Celsius that day. 

  

Several guests attended this year’s ceremony including the Lt Governor of Ontario 

her Honour Elizabeth Dowdeswell, the Minister of Crown Indigenous Relations 

Carolyn Bennett, the Ontario Attorney General Doug Downey, the shadow 

minister for Veterans Affairs John Brassard, CFB Borden Base Commander Col 

Rivière, Commander 16 Wing Col Taylor, 4 Silver Cross mothers and their 

husbands and many more Members of Parliament both Federal and Provincial.  I 

believe there were at least 100 people at this event. 

  

We also had representation from the honour guard of the Simcoe Paramedics and 

numerous representations from the First Nation, Métis, and Inuit, as well as the 

Queens Own Rifles. 

  

I passed along the passing of Jack Stringer and his wife Regina, this year, parents 

of Cpl Stringer who was one of the casualties on Buffalo 9 on Aug 9, 1974. 

  



I made special mention to the generosity of the local businesses in Angus and 

Barrie who supply the materials, money and labour for the cement pads for the 

vehicles to go on.  Three more vehicles will hopefully be added by next Aug 9th.  

Plans are already underway, as well as finishing the remaining 4 mini walls with 

photos.  Hopefully all of this will be done by Aug 9 of next year.  We have been a 

little behind due to Covid unfortunately. 

  

I have to mention the incredible and outstanding support received from CFB 

Borden.  From the Base Chief’s assistant, the Base Chief Petty Officer himself and 

other staff members.  I can't thank them enough.  I was sure to mention this in my 

speech. I made sure that the Base Commander was aware of the outstanding work 

and commitment from his staff for this event, thanking them for their continued 

support and made sure they all received a round of applause.   

  

The event started just before 1100 hrs and we began with a General Salute with the 

arrival of the Base Commander, who was escorted to a dais and received the salute 

with a 15-person Honour Guard. 

  

This process was repeated for the arrival of the Commander 16 Wing. 

  

A Vice-Regal salute was taken by the Lt Governor of Ontario, and she was 

escorted to her seat by no other than our very own Bob George, Vice President of 

National and Vice President of the Gerry Tremblay CD, Central Ontario Chapter. 

  

The National In-House medal (the last one to be presented as it is the last one in 

existence) was presented to a person with outstanding achievements and 

accomplishments within CAVUNP chapters or at the National level.  The 

presentation was made by me with the assistance of the Base Commander.  The 

recipient of this well-deserved medal was none other than our incredible artist Don 

Ward for his incredible work for the park.  It was an honour to be able to present it 

to him.   

  

A huge thanks go out to all those of helped organize and set-up for the ceremony in 

particular, Bob George, Mike Mihalus, Gary Miner, and Roger Allain and Phil 

George for representing the chapter and laying a wreath.   

  

Thanks to all other members who were able to attend the ceremony.  Bob Watt, 

Herman and Donna Van Rossum, Padre Cassidy, Padre Huntley, Lorena and Ernie 

Churchill, John McCathy, Al Bainbridge and Diane Chislett.  My sincere apologies 

if you were there and I did not mention you by name.  As you saw, I was pretty 

busy and did not get a chance to mingle and I am trying to remember who I saw 

there. 

  

I have taken the liberty of inserting photos of the event for those of you who were 

not able to attend. 



  

Hopefully soon we will be able to gather again and see each other face to face for 

our monthly meetings. 

 

If you know of anyone of our members or for that matter any veteran who may in 

need of any kind of assistance, please let me know ASAP. I can assist as the 

Veteran Services Officer. 

  

Well, this was just a synopsis of the day’s events.  Now to get ready for the Nov 

11th parade and the Poppy Campaign!! 

  

  

In the service of Peace 

  

Fern 

 

 

 
BCPO1 Jones, BASE COMMANDER COL Riviere, Don Ward and 

Fern Taillefer 

 

 



 
 

Wheel of Honour unveiled during the ceremony 

 

 

 
Bob George with Lt. Governor Elizabeth Dowdeswell 



SUBMITTED BY:  THOMAS HRADEC, CD, ESM  

 

 
 

 
 
 



This is Peacekeeper’s Garden which is becoming very impressive.  It is located in 

Moyie, British Columbia.  The garden has over thirty rows of bushes of varying 

types. It also contains many different flower species.  There are also three lovely 

apple trees, 2 plum trees and many raspberry bushes.   Also, many birds and in the 

summer the hummingbirds love the garden as well.  As a Peacekeeper Veteran, I 

am personally very proud of what my wife Marianna and I have put together.   

 

 
 
Tom Hradec, Creston Legion Executive, Air Force Veteran 101 years young!   He 

had many stories to tell, he was both a navigator and a bombardier. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 



SUBMITTED BY:  RICK WRIGHT,  CD, BSc, MBA, 

NATIONAL PRESIDENT 

 
The Calgary Chapter was invited to replace the Carewest Facility’s Padre, who 

unexpectedly passed earlier in 2021, for their Annual Remembrance Day Service, 

which was to be held on the morning of November 10th.  We quickly had five 

volunteers to jointly conduct the Service developed by their Padre.  There are two 

Veterans residing in the facility who were to lay wreaths on behalf of all Veterans.  

We laid three other wreaths to fill out the Service.  The service went very smoothly 

and after the service was over, ended in a question-and-answer period for the 

residents who attended the service.  Their caretakers assured us that we would be 

invited back next year!  

 

 
 
L/R  Linda Wright, Rick Wright, Dave Swanson, Al Polowick and Clyde Myhyll 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 



The Field of Crosses - Memorial Project 
 

Each November, 3500 crosses are erected in a park along Memorial Drive, in 

Calgary, to pay tribute individually to the thousands of Southern Albertans who 

made the ultimate sacrifice defending our freedom.  In addition, a separate part of 

the park is set aside, with 120 unique crosses, for a special memorial to the 

120,000 heroes from across Canada who lost their lives fighting for this great 

country.  All day and night people walk through the 5-acre memorial, which is lit 

24/7, reading the crosses and being reminded that our freedom was not free. 
 

Each morning from November 1 up to and including November 11, at sunrise, a 

moving flag-raising ceremony is held, and school choirs, military pageantry, 

buglers, pipers, Memorial Cross Families, and honoured guests pay tribute to our 

fallen.  Each evening at sunset, a similar service is held, and flags are lowered.  

Each morning, following the sunrise service, school students, veterans and special 

guests are hosted to breakfast at a nearby Legion where veterans and police 

officers sit with students and engage in meaningful conversations. On November 

11, a touching Remembrance Day service is held and attended by over 5,000 and 

televised and streamed to 300,000 more. 
 

The Canadian Army Veterans Ypres 3 CAV, along with hundreds of dedicated 

volunteers, assist in this extensive undertaking, cleaning the crosses, installing the 

bases, erecting and taking down and storing the crosses. 
 

The Field of Crosses is the inspiration of Calgary businessman and philanthropist, 

Murray McCann. Traveling in Georgia, Murray was deeply moved by how the 

community of Menlo, Georgia, with a population of less than 500, was 

commemorating their fallen by erecting crosses by the roadside.  He realized how 

fortunate he had been to live his life in freedom because of the thousands of 

Canadians who had given their lives to make that freedom possible. 
 

Upon returning to Calgary, he contacted his long-time friend, George Bittman, 

who headed up The Calgary Poppy Fund, with the idea of erecting crosses as 

tribute to the thousands of Southern Albertans who fell defending our freedom. 

The crosses would stand in military cemetery formation for the 11 days of The 

Calgary Poppy Fund Campaign as an annual visible reminder of those who gave up 

their lives.  Unfortunately, George Bittman passed away on December 3, 2011, in a 

tragic accident.  He is greatly missed, and his spirit will live on in this project. 
 

What for 10 years was a private memorial, founded and funded by a private 

foundation, has now been gifted to the public as a registered charity to assure that 

100 years from now we still remember, and we never forget. 



 
 
L/R  Rod Parker, Rick Wright, David Graham, Charles Hamel, Don 

Cameron and Serge Plante 

 
On Friday, November 5th, 2021, the Field of Crosses along Memorial Drive in 

Calgary, held a sunrise service to honour all Peacekeepers, and your National 

President was invited as a Guest of Honour. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



  

SUBMITTED BY:  MAJOR (ret’d) REV’D CANON W. 

DAVID RATHS, CD, BA, BD – PRESIDENT OTTAWA 

CHAPTER 

 
Peacekeepers’ Day at the National Peacekeeping monument ‘Reconciliation’ in Ottawa. 

 

A national ceremony has been held at the Peacekeeping Monument in Ottawa 

every year since its dedication in 1992.  It is organized by the local chapter of the 

Canadian Association of Veterans in United Nations Peacekeeping, the Canadian 

Armed Forces, Veterans Affairs Canada and the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 

as an occasion to honour all Canadians who have been part of Canada’s 

contributions in support of international peace and security, remembering 

especially all Canadians who have died or been casualties in body or mind. 

 

Initially the annual observance was held on the Sunday closest to United Nations 

Day, October 24th, but since the declaration of National Peacekeepers’ Day in 2008 

it has been held on the Sunday closest to August 9th, in honour of the nine 

Canadian Peacekeepers who died on that day in 1974. 

 

To those who have served as Peacekeepers this is probably the most important day 

of the year, and in the spring of 2020 when we found ourselves in the grip of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, when all events were prohibited or radically curtailed 

because of the threat of spreading the virus, it still was unthinkable that we might 

not have a Peacekeepers’ Day event that year. Small outdoor gatherings were 

permitted with appropriate social distancing and masking and so our chapter 

decided that we had to do something on August 9th at the Monument, however 

limited in scale, and not let the day pass unobserved. We informed our members of 

the commemoration but were reluctant to invite them to attend as we didn't want 

any to risk contracting the virus.  

 

It was a small event, with just the members of the executive and a few others, 

including our Piper. We met at the Peacekeeping Monument that morning, all 

properly masked and keeping our distance.  Just as we were about to start, we were 

unexpectedly joined by a group of veterans on motorbikes who had decided that on 

Peacekeepers’ Day they had to be at the Peacekeeping Monument, and we were 

happy to have them join us. We all were appropriately masked and distancing, as 

shown in the photo.  



 
 

As 2021 began we were still in the grip of the pandemic, but it was decided to plan 

for a Peacekeepers’ Day as in previous years, anticipating that the pandemic would 

have sufficiently abated by August to allow it to take place. The normal planning 

process was put in motion, and we were pleasantly surprised to have all the usual 

participants quite willing to join us in planning the event. After enduring a year of 

lockdown everyone was quite eager to have an event.  

 

It was agreed that the emphasis for the day would be to acknowledge gratefully the 

considerable and significant participation over the years of members of the Royal 

Canadian Mounted Police and other Canadian police services on various 

peacekeeping missions and deployments. We were especially delighted, therefore, 

to have as our Reviewing Officer the Ottawa Police Services Chief of Police, Peter 

Sloly, OOM who himself served on two peacekeeping missions in Kosovo. 

 



 
 

On August 9ththe weather was as perfect as anyone could wish and we had a very 

large turn-out.  We were happy to welcome the Minister of Veterans Affairs, the 

Honourable Lawrence MacAulay. Minister of Veterans Affairs.  Everything went 

well, thanks in no small part to the expertise of our Master of Ceremonies, Suzanne 

Sarault, who afterwards was surprised by Wayne Mac Culloch, Past National 

President CAVUNP, by being awarded Honourary Membership in recognition of 

all she has done over many years for our organization and especially this annual 

event. 

 

 



 

It was a delight to see so many of our own CAVUNP members on parade as well 

as several police peacekeepers, along with a contingent of serving CF members. In 

attendance were also several military attaches from various embassies.  

 

 

 

A fly-past by two Chinooks provided by the Royal Canadian Air Force was much 

appreciated. There were a lot of people out enjoying the pleasant weather and 

many passersby stopped to watch our Peacekeepers’ Day Ceremony.  

 

Many in attendance were pleased with the event, including the lunch afterwards at 

the pub across the street. The organizers can take pride in a job well done, a task 

carried out with competent efficiency, but setting a very high standard for next 

year.  

Submitted by Major (ret’d) the Rev Canon W. David Raths CD BA BD 

President, CAVUNP Ottawa 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



 

SUBMITTED BY:  CHARLES CAMERON, CD, 

PRESIDENT WINNIPEG CHAPTER 

 
Well, here we are almost the end of August 2021 amidst the COVID-19 Pandemic 

still. Our CAVUNP Chapter held a meeting on the first Saturday, in August. 

Plans were put together for the Memorial Service at the Peacekeepers Cairn on 

Memorial Boulevard on the 8th of August, with a BBQ and get together afterwards 

at the President’s residence. 

 

President Charles Cameron presided over the Service. Joseph McKellep, future 

NDP MLA for Crestview was a Guest Speaker. OCdt Joel Lessard played the 

Bugle for Reveille and Last Post. Piper George Morrison piped the Lament for the 

Fallen. 

 

Sgt at Arms, Len Barnsley along with Clint Kennedy, headed up the Flag Party. 

Vice President Lynda Bartel read the Act of Remembrance after Provincial 

Director Doch Jardine read the Memorial to the Nine who died on 09 August 1974. 

Constable Glenn Syme escorted Linda Jardine for the laying of the Peacekeepers 

Wreath. 

 

One of our Senior Members, Jean Catellier, of Dufrost, Manitoba, brought his 

United Nations Willy’s Jeep for all to view at the Service. It was painted White 

with UN Blue markings, flying United Nations and Canadian Flags. On 15 August 

2021, the President, Charles Cameron and Sgt at Arms, Len Barnsley, along with 

Constable Glenn Syme, RCMP wearing Red Serge Jacket for the final time, after 

47 years of faithful Service to Canada, attended the Hong Kong Veterans 

Memorial at Brookside Cemetery. 

 

The Service was attended by approximately 50 guests and several distinguished 

Dignitaries, including our new Special Envoy for Military Affairs, Scott Johnson 

and Kevin Klein, City Councillor representing Westwood. Rumours have been 

bouncing around that our Association will be working ‘Meat Draws’ again this 

Fall, once Health Manitoba lifts more restrictions within closed spaces. 

 

Respectfully submitted by 

 

Charles H Cameron CD 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 



WHILE YOU WERE IN THE MILITARY, WHAT DID YOU 

AND YOUR COMPANIONS DO TO NTERTAIN 

YOURSELVES – BY ROBERT THOMAS 
 

 

We did a number of activities including playing sports, playing cards and watching 

movies. Our Mess played an important role in our social activity, especially on 

overseas missions. It was where we gathered for a drink, where we had our meals 

and on special occasions, a formal Mess Dinner. While stationed in Camp Rafah, 

Egypt, I was a member of “A” Sergeants Mess. One evening two of our older 

members - the Mess Steward and the Pay Sergeant - got into a big discussion about 

who could walk the farthest and fastest. The more drinks they consumed, the 

bigger the challenge. One of our members quietly listened and the next morning 

the two would-be Olympic Gold Medalists awoke to find posters all over our camp 

announcing the great two-man race that would take place the 2 Robert Thomas 

following Sunday.  

 

The perimeter road around our camp was about four and a half miles and was 

ringed with armed towers, concertina wire and broken glass under the wire. 

Invitations were sent out to all of the National Contingents that formed the United 

Nations Emergency Force. A member of our mess had been a radio announcer, so 

he was set up in a Jeep with a radio that transmitted back to large speakers on our 

mess patio. Beer stations were strategically located at intervals along the route so 

the walkers and their entourage could be refreshed during the big event. I was 

delegated to start the race and selected a shot gun from our detachment to perform 

this task. The walkers each had a manager, one mounted on a donkey and the other 

on a camel. I popped a shot in the air to start the race and the camel broke away 

from its handler and we didn’t see this manager again until after the race. No doubt 

he thought the camel was going to link him up with Lawrence of Arabia for an 

attack on Tobruk. The play-by-play commentator did a fantastic job and could 

have given Danny Gallivan some competition. We sat on the mess patio and were 

treated to a blow-by-blow description of the great walk. The bar did a great 

business, and the event was enjoyed by all except the two star “athletes” who 

looked worse for wear at the end of the day. The other nationalities had a great 

time, and we pumped our chests out when we received multiple 3 Robert Thomas 

compliments like, “You Canadians are crazy.” Following the “great walk” I never 

heard the two combatants ever brag about their physical prowess again. 
 

 

 

 

 



IN MEMORIUM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

BIOGRAPHIE 

Herménégilde Dussault, MMM, EM, CD24-02-1922/ 12-05-

2021 

Fils d'un Sergent-major régimentaire (RSM), M. Dussault est né le 24 février 

1922 à Québec QC. À 13 ans, il était déjà membre du Corps de Clairons des 

Fusiliers Mont-Royal. 

En 1938 après son cours de formation à Valcartier, il est promu caporal et muté à 

la Compagnie D du Fusiliers Mont-Royal. À la déclaration de la guerre en 

septembre 1939 à l’âge de 17 ans il est promu sergent de peloton. En juin 1940, il 

est nommé sur l'avant-garde du bataillon pour aller se former en Angleterre. 

Durant un entrainement intensif sur l’Île de Wight en préparation pour le raid de 

Dieppe, le 5 juin 1942, à l’âge de 20 ans, il est promu sergent-major de compagnie 

(SMC). 

 

Le 19 août 1942, à 7h15, son bataillon débarque sur la plage de Dieppe et vers 10 

h30, la Compagnie A du Fusiliers Mont-Royal (FMR) est capturée. Prisonniers de 

guerre (POW's), ses camarades et lui sont déportés au Stalag VIII B, à Lamsdorf, 

en Silésie. Pendant 32 mois il a affronté la dure réalité des prisonniers de guerre; 

il passa même les 13 premiers mois de cette captivité, enchaîné. Du mois d'août 

1942 à avril 1945 il est muté du Stalag VIII à un autre en Prusse, en Pologne et en 

Allemagne pour être enfin libéré le 9 avril 1945. Il est démobilisé, au Canada le 

16 juillet suivant. 

 

Dès le 22 août 1946, Monsieur Dussault est ré-enrôlé au grade de sergent et 

muté au détachement du R22eR au Fort St-Jean. Promu adjudant en juillet 1949, 

il part pour Rivers, au Manitoba, en mai 1950, se qualifier comme parachutiste. 

L'année suivante, il se retrouve à Valcartier, au grade de sergent-major de 

compagnie (SMC), avec le 1e bataillon du R22eR. Il est récipiendaire de la « 

Médaille d'efficacité » (EM) 

 



En avril 1952, il est en Corée avec le 1eBataillon du R22eR, où il est « Cité à 

l'Ordre du Jour » pour vaillance au combat. En mai 1953, avec son bataillon, il est 

de retour à Valcartier ; c'est là qu'en avril 1955, il est promu sergent-major 

régimentaire (SMR) et affecté au 3rdCanadianGuards. En 1957 il est muté au 

Collège militaire royal, à St-Jean, pour remplir le poste prestigieux de sergent-

major régimentaire ; il y resta jusqu'en août 1962 alors qu'il fut affecté au même 

poste mais avec le 1e bataillon du R22eR à Valcartier. 
 

En mars 1964, avec le premier contingent canadien, il part pour Chypre. À son 

retour, l'année suivante, il est promu Capitaine et prend le commandement de la 

Cie de Recrues au Dépôt du R22eR à la Citadelle de Québec. Durant la période de 

1969 et 1972, il sert comme officier de l'état-major-entraînement au district no 3, à 

Québec. 

 

En août 1972, M. Dussault est muté à l'École de Leadership et de Recrues des 

Forces canadiennes, à Saint- Jean-sur-Richelieu où il occupe les postes de 

Commandant du Détachement de Farnham, Officier de l'Entraînement de l'École 

et Commandant de la Cie de Recrues. En décembre 1973, il est décoré membre de 

l'Ordre du Mérite Militaire. Il est promu au grade de Major, en décembre 1975. Le 

23 décembre 1976, il prend sa retraite de la Force régulière, après une brillante 

carrière militaire de plus de 36 ans de service régulier et de 3 ans de réserve. 

 

MÉDAILLES ET DÉCORATIONS 

Il est le récipiendaire des médailles et décorations suivantes :  

• Membre de l’ordre du Mérite Militaire (MMM) 

• Étoile de guerre 1939-1945  

• Médaille de la défense 

• Médaille canadienne du volontaire avec agrafe de Dieppe 

• Médaille de la guerre 1939-1945 

• Médaille de Corée avec Mention à l’Ordre du Jour (MID) 

• Médaille de Service volontaire de la Corée 

• Médaille du maintien de la paix des Nations Unies 

• Médaille de service des Nations Unies Corée 

• Médaille des Nations Unies Chypre 

• Médaille du Jubilée de la Reine Elizabeth II 25 ans 

• Médaille du Jubilée de la Reine Elizabeth II 50 ans 

• Médaille d’efficacité 

• Décoration canadienne avec agrafe 

• Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur de la France 
 

Il nous a quitté le 12 mai 2021 à Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu. Fier de Servir. Fier 

d’avoir servi r Servi – R.I.P 



 

 

 

 

IN MEMORY 
 

 

John Allan Anderson, CD 

10 September 1941 – 21 May 2021 
 

 

John was a Member of the Canadian Association of Veterans in United Nations 

Peacekeeping and was a member of the Calgary Chapter, Calgary, Alberta. 

John joined the Canadian Armed Forces in July 1960 and was affiliated with the 

Royal Canadian Air Force and served until his retirement in 1991.  

His time in the Military included peacekeeping missions with United Nations 

Emergency Forces in Egypt (UNEF I).  He also served with NATO Forces in 

Europe. 

John was also a member of the Royal Canadian Legion and the Lions Club of 

Canada. 

May He Rest in Peace 

 

 

AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING, WE 

WILL REMEMBER THEM 
 

 

 



 

 

 

IN MEMORY 
 

 

Zozislaw Frank Misztal, CD 

27 April 1946 – 20 June 2021 
 

Frank Misztal was a member of the Canadian Association 

of Veterans in United Nations Peacekeeping and was a 

member of the National Headquarters Chapter, Ottawa, 

Ontario.  He was also a member of the Ottawa Chapter and 

was the Secretary of that Chapter.  Frank was appointed 

Web Master of the Association’s Web Site on 19 October 

2002 and remained as Web Master until April 2021. 

Frank started his military career while in high school by 

joining the Royal Canadian Army Cadet Corps which was 

affiliated with the Queens Own Rifles of Canada.  In 

November 1962 he became a member of 8th Signals 

Regiment, Royal Canadian Corps of Signals in Toronto. 

In February 1989, Frank joined the Canadian Armed Forces and was affiliated with 

1 Canadian Signal Regiment in Kingston, Ontario as a radio operator.  He 

completed his first United Nations Tour with the United Nations Disengagement 

Observation Force Golan Heights (UNDOF) during the period March to September 

1991.  His second tour was with the United Nation Protection force Yugoslavia 

(UNPROFOR) during the period August 1994 to February 1995. 

Frank retired after 40 years in uniform on 26 April 2002 and worked part-time as 

technical support for a local internet service provider in Kingston.  He also helped 

service members by court mounting their deserved medals. 

 

May He Rest in Peace 

AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING, WE 

WILL REMEMBER THEM 
 



 

 

 

IN MEMORY 
 

 

Ronald Doane Pieroway, CD 

18 November 1940 – 29 July 2021 
 

 

Ronald D. Pieroway was a Member of the Canadian Association of Veterans in 

United Nations Peacekeeping and was a member of the Western Newfoundland 

and Labrador Chapter, Corner Brook, Newfoundland. 

Ronald joined the Canadian Armed Forces in October 1958 and was affiliated with 

2nd Battalion, The Black Watch (RHC) of Canada.  In 1970 he rebadged to 2nd Bn 

the Royal Canadian Regiment.  He also served with the Canadian Airborne 

Regiment. 

Ronald served a United Nations tour with the 2nd Bn the Black Watch with United 

Nations Forces in Cyprus (UNFICYP) during the period April to October 1966.  

He also served a second tour with the United Nations Forces in Cyprus with the 

Battalion during the period September 1969 to April 1970. 

 

In the late 1980’s he served as the Regular Support Staff Warrant Officer with the 

2nd Battalion, The Royal Newfoundland Regiment. 

Ronald retired in November 1990 after 32 years’ service. 

May He Rest in Peace 

AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING, WE 

WILL REMEMBER THEM 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

IN MEMORY 
 

 

Waldomar Henry (Wally) Pokotylo, CD 

30 March 1934 – 01 October 2021 
 

Waldomar (Wally) was a Member of the Canadian Association of Veterans in 

United Nations Peacekeeping and was a member of the Colonel John Gardam 

Chapter (Ottawa), Ottawa, Ontario. 

Wally joined the Royal Canadian Air Force in July 1952and served until his 

retirement in August 1982.Wally retired in the rank of Squadron Leader after 30 

plus years of service.  He also completed 10 years with the Public Service of 

Canada. 

Wally served a United Nations tour with the United Nations Organization in 

Belgium Congo (ONUC) during the period May to November 1962 with the 

Mobile Air Traffic Control Unit. 

 

He was also a member of the Royal Canadian Air Force Association. 

 

May He Rest in Peace 

 

AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING, WE 

WILL REMEMBER THEM 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

IN MEMORY 
 

 

Pierre J.H. Lamontagne, MVO, CD 

31 July 1945 – 02 October 2021 
 

Pierre was a Member of the Canadian Association of Veterans in United Nations 

Peacekeeping and was a Past National President of the Association.  He was also a 

member of the Colonel John Gardam Chapter (Ottawa), Ottawa, Ontario. 

Pierre joined the Canadian Armed Forces in September 1966 and was affiliated 

with the Royal 22nd Regiment as an Infantry Officer and served until his retirement 

in August 1996. 

Pierre served a United Nations tour with the United Nations Truce Supervision 

Organization in Palestine (UNTSO) stationed in Beirut and UNTSO Headquarters 

in Jerusalem during the period Jun 1986 to August 1989.  He also served a tour 

with the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara 

(MINURSO) stationed in Morocco during the period September 1991 to July 1992 

and a tour with the United Nations Iraq/Kuwait Observer Mission (UNIKOM) 

during the period July 1994 to July 1995. 

 

He was also a member of the Rockcliffe Yacht Club and the Canadian Power and 

Sail Squadron. 

 

May He Rest in Peace 

 

AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING, WE 

WILL REMEMBER THEM 

 



 

 

 

IN MEMORY 
 

 

Gary E. Philip, CD 

14 December 1937 – 14 October 2021 
 

Gary was a Member of the Canadian Association of 

Veterans in United Nations Peacekeeping and was a 

member of the LCpl David W. Young Chapter and the 

Tpr Mark A. Wilson Chapter, London, Ontario. 

Gary joined the Royal Canadian Navy in January 1955 

and was affiliated with the Canadian Provost Corps and 

Canadian Forces Military Police until his retirement in 

January 1986. 

He served a United Nations Mission with the Military Police Company with 

United Nations Forces in Cyprus (UNFICYP) during the period April to September 

1965 and again from October 1972 to March 1973. 

Gary was also a member of the Royal Canadian Legion, the Army, Navy and Air 

Force Veterans Association in Canada, and was a member of the Masonic Order. 

 

May He Rest in Peace 

 

AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING, WE 

WILL REMEMBER THEM 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

IN MEMORY 
 

 

Jack Alfred Patton Ford, CD 

04 May 1941 – 27 October 2021 
 

Jack was a Member of the Canadian Association of Veterans in United Nations 

Peacekeeping and was a member of the Calgary Chapter, Calgary, Alberta. 

Jack joined the Canadian Armed Forces in July 1958 and was affiliated with the 

Royal Canadian Corps of Signals until his release in October 1988.  

His time in the Military included peacekeeping missions with United Nations 

Emergency Forces in Egypt (UNEF I), with the United Nations Organization in 

Congo (ONUC), and with United Nations Forces in Cyprus (UNFICYP) all 

missions as a signaler. He also completed a six-month tour in Alert, Nunavut. 

Jack was also a member of the Royal Canadian Legion and was a volunteer with 

Scouts Canada. 

 

May He Rest in Peace 

 

 

AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING, WE 

WILL REMEMBER THEM 

 

 



 

 

 

IN MEMORY 
 

 

William Earl Hebner, CD 

19 December 1930 – 28 October 2021 
 

William was a Member of the Canadian Association of Veterans in United Nations 

Peacekeeping and was a member of the Major General Lewis MacKenzie Chapter, 

Sydney, Nova Scotia. 

William joined the Canadian Armed Forces in March 1950 and was affiliated with 

the 2nd Regiment Royal Canadian Horse Artillery. 

He served a United Nations tour with 2nd Regiment Royal Canadian Horse 

Artillery with United Nations Forces in Cyprus in 1972.  H also had served with 

United Nations Forces in Korea. 

He was also a member of the Korean Veterans Association Unit 17. 

 

May He Rest in Peace 

 

AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING, WE 

WILL REMEMBER THEM 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

IN MEMORY 
 

 

William Albert “Al” Young, CD 

23 July 1935 – 04 November 2021 
 

Albert “Al” was a Member of the Canadian Association 

of Veterans in United Nations Peacekeeping and was a 

member of the William C. Hall, VC Greenwood 

Chapter, Greenwood, Nova Scotia. 

Al joined The Canadian Army, Royal Canadian Corps 

of Signals as a radio operator and Lineman in October 

1952.  He earned his Parachute Wings with the Airborne 

Signal Squadron.  He retired on completion of 36 years 

of service in August 1988. 

He served two United Nations Mission with the United Nations Emergency Force 

(UNEF 1) during the period November 1965 to November 1966 as Message Center 

Superintendent and Radio and Telegraphy Operator, Ground to Air 

Communications with 56 Signals Squadron.  His second tour was with United 

Nations Emergency Force (UNEF II) during the period August 1974 to February 

1975 as Chief Communications Operator with Headquarters UNEF, Ismailia, 

Egypt as Chief Communications Adviser to UN Staff, as a Frequency Manager, 

Frequency Analysis, Communication Procedure and advise on overall VHF/HF 

Operations. 

Al was a member of the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 26, Truro, Nova Scotia.  

He was also a member of the Signalers Club of Canada and the Atlantic Signals 

Association. 

May He Rest in Peace 

AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING, WE WILL 

REMEMBER THEM 

 



 

 

 

IN MEMORY 
 

R. Donald Bowman, CD, UE 

26 November 1933 – 10 November 2021 
 

Don was a Member of the Canadian Association of Veterans in 

United Nations Peacekeeping and was the Founding President 

of the Niagara Chapter and renamed chapter to Cpl Albert 

Storm, CD (Niagara) Chapter, Niagara Falls, Ontario.  Don also 

served as the Central Ontario Area Provincial Director during 

the period 25 September 2010 to 25 September 2020. 

 

Don joined the Royal Canadian Air Force in January 1957 and 

served as a Radio Operator until his retirement in January 1991.  He then became a 

Corrections Officer with the Niagara Detention Centre for 18 years. 

He served a United Nations Mission with the United Nations Emergency Force 

Middle East (UNEFME) in 1976. 

Don was a former Master of St. George’s Lodge 15 (Ancient Free and Accepted 

Masons), Niagara Falls, Ontario. 

 

May He Rest in Peace 

AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING, WE 

WILL REMEMBER THEM 
 



 


