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SUMMARY 

In May 2017 Cotswold Archaeology was commissioned by CgMs Consulting to 

undertake a Historic Building Survey of the former boot and shoe factory on 

Westfield Road, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire, to satisfy a planning condition 

in advance of demolition. The results of the building recording and analysis, to Level 

3 of Historic England’s guidance, are included in this report.   

The factory is an example of an early 20th-century boot and shoe factory built for the 

Co-Operative Wholesale Society in 1922. From 1940 the building was used by the 

CWS for corset-manufacturing, thence passing into new ownership for the 

manufacture of dolls in 1966. Doll manufacture continued until c. 1978. During the 

early 1980s the building was again used for footwear production by Lattaway, this 

continuing until the late 1980s when Astraseal and Graham Holmes Plastics, 

producing replacement windows, occupied the building until c. 1992. The building 

was unoccupied from 1992-1994, and Geo. J. Cox Ltd produced shoes from 1994-

2007. The building has been empty since then.    

The factory is an early 20th-century example of a boot and shoe factory, built at a 

time when few new factory complexes for the industry were being constructed. 

Whilst the building provides a spatial context for understanding the activities of the 

boot and shoe manufacturing industry, its internal evidential value is slight, with very 

little evidence of the earliest phase of boot and shoe manufacturing, and little to no 

evidence relating to the later use of the factory for corset and doll manufacturing. It 

is also evident that the building underwent a series of modest alterations as its 

function, and production processes were changed, despite which the original 

building’s extent and spatial context remain intelligible. 

Although of interest as an example of a later boot and shoe factory, the building is 

considered to be of limited architectural and historic value as it now survives, with 

other more notable examples of 20th-century boot and shoes factories designated 

as Listed Buildings following the summary report on The Northamptonshire Boot and 

Shoe Industry produced by English Heritage, in 2000. The significance of the former 

factory at 46 Westfield Road has been appropriately recorded, and no further survey 

is recommended prior to demolition.    
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 In May 2017 Cotswold Archaeology was commissioned by CgMs Consulting to 1.1.

undertake a Historic Building Survey of the former Boot and Shoe factory on 

Westfield Road, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire (NGR: 488391, 267904), 

hereafter referred to as ‘the Site’. The Site is presently occupied by a former Boot 

and Shoe factory of early 20th century date and associated areas of hardstanding 

and car parking. The factory building is currently abandoned and disused.  

 The development will comprise the demolition of the former boot and shoe factory 1.2.

and the construction of retirement, residential, and affordable accommodation.  

Objectives and professional standards 

 Cotswold Archaeology is a Registered Organisation with the Chartered Institute for 1.3.

Archaeologists (CIfA). This report has been prepared in accordance with the 

‘Standard and guidance for the archaeological investigation and recording of 

standing buildings or structures’ (2014) and a Written Scheme of Investigation (CA 

2017) agreed with the Local Planning Authority.   

 The composition and development of the historic buildings within the Site are 1.4.

discussed. The objective of the survey is to produce a record of the buildings in 

their current state, comprising drawings, photographs and a written description, to 

inform future management and as a form of mitigation where their demolition is 

proposed.  The objective of the recording is to understand the structural and 

functional history of the complex and provide a clear record of significance. The 

building survey will equate to Level 3 standards as defined in ‘Understanding 

Historic Buildings; A guide to good recording practice’ (Historic England 2016). 

Statute, policy and guidance context 

 This assessment has been undertaken within the key statute, policy and guidance 1.5.

context presented within the table overleaf. The applicable provisions contained 

within these statute, policy and guidance documents are referred to, and discussed, 

as relevant, throughout the text.  

Consultation 

 The scope of works for this project has been agreed following discussions between 1.6.

Liz Mordue, Northamptonshire County Council and Nathan Thomas, CgMs 

Consulting. This assessment has been undertaken in accordance with a Written 
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Scheme of Investigation (WSI), formalising the adopted scope and methodology 

(CA 2017). The WSI was submitted to Liz Mordue, Archaeological Officer, 

Northamptonshire County Council for review, comment and approval prior to the 

assessment being undertaken. 
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2. METHODOLOGY 

 The Historic Building Assessment was guided in its composition by the Standard 2.1.

and Guidance for the Archaeological Investigation and Recording of Standing 

Buildings or Structures (Chartered Institute for Archaeologists, 2014); 

Understanding Historic Buildings: A guide to good recording practice (Historic 

England 2016) and Conservation Basics: English Heritage Practical Building 

Conservation (English Heritage 2013). The building recording was undertaken to 

Level 3 standards as defined in ‘Understanding Historic Buildings: A guide to good 

recording practice’ (Historic England 2016).  

 The key objectives of the Historic Building Assessment were to produce a concise 2.2.

description of the significance of the building within the Site, and to produce a 

record of the building in its current state to act as a form of mitigation for the 

demolition of the building. The objective of the recording is to understand the 

structural and functional history of the building and to provide a clear record of 

significance.  

Level 3 Building Recording 

 The building recording will be undertaken to Level 3 Standards as defined in 2.3.

‘Understanding Historic Buildings: A guide to good recording practice’. This 

approach has been agreed with Liz Mordue, Assistant Archaeological Advisor to 

Northamptonshire County Council in accordance with Condition 13 of planning 

permission for application WP/16/00375/FUL. Which stated that: 

‘no demolition shall take place until the applicant (or their agents or successors in 

title) has submitted to and had approved in writing by the local planning authority a 

programme of archaeological work consisting of a written scheme of investigation 

(WSI) and a timetable for that work. The development shall thereafter proceed in 

accordance with the approved WSI and timetable’.  

Drawn Record 
 A drawn record was made, indicating the form and location of any structural 2.4.

features and/ or detail of historic significance including any evidence for fixtures of 

significance, including former fixtures and fittings; measured cross sections, long 

sections or elevation sections, drawings showing any form of any architectural 

decoration and measured elevations to aid the understanding of the buildings 

design, development or function; and a site plan at 1:500 or 1:1250 relating the 
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building to other structures, topographical and landscape features (Figures 5 and 

6). No existing building plans were available. As part of the recording, measured 

plans and sections were produced by Cotswold Archaeology’s Geomatics Officer 

using laser scanning and photogrammetry.  

 A network of survey points were set up using Leica RTK GNSS survey and was 2.5.

used as the basis of the Photogrammetric and SLAM laser scanning survey. A 

Revo ZEB scanner was used to record a point cloud of the interior and exterior of 

the structure from which detailed floor plans and elevations were extracted. 

Photogrammetric survey was undertaken to complement this technique, with survey 

undertaken of the exterior elevations of the structure to provide detailed 

photorealistic elevations. Line work was extracted from both datasets to produce 

floor plans and elevation drawings on which photo locations and phasing have been 

plotted (Figures 5 and 6).  

Photographic Record 

 The photographic record includes general views of the building, shots of its external 2.6.

appearance and the overall appearance of principal spaces and functional areas. 

Specific architectural details that relate to date, alteration or function have been 

subject to more detailed photographic recording. The photographic archive is being 

held by Cotswold Archaeology but can be made available. 

 The photographic survey comprises digital images of the structure and has been 2.7.

created in compliance with Historic England guidance. Select photographs were 

taken using a Digital Single Lens Reflex (DSLR) Camera with a sensor of a 

minimum of 20 megapixels. A compact digital camera was used for more general 

shots and working shots. Lenses were chosen to reflect the requirements of the 

particular feature/features being recorded. 

 Images have been saved in TIFF format. At the current time TIFF formatting is 2.8.

regarded as the best format for archiving although advice will be taken from the 

archive depository (see below) prior to completion of the project. Some files may be 

converted to .jpeg format for use in the report, but original RAW or TIFF versions 

have been maintained in the project archive. Appropriate levels of Metadata will be 

maintained and included in the digital archive following the approach set out in the 

Historic England guidance. 



           

 
10 

 
Westfield Road, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire: Historic Building Record                                          © Cotswold Archaeology 

 

 Appropriate scales will be located in most archive photographs. However, where 2.9.

appropriate (i.e. where scaling can be seen from items within the view, or shots that 

may be used in publications) photographs without scales will also be taken. 

Written Record 

 The written account includes the location of the buildings; any designations; the 2.10.

date and circumstances of the record and name of recorder; an account of the 

buildings’ form, function, date, and development sequence; and the names of 

architects, builders, patrons and owners will be given, where known. 

 Details of the building’s history, development and use have been taken from 2.11.

historical studies already published. Dr Garry Campion, Historic Buildings 

Consultant, and Hannah Shaw, Assistant Heritage Consultant, visited the building in 

May 2017 to assess the significance of the building in accordance with appropriate 

Historic England guidance (Understanding Historic Buildings: A guide to good 

recording practice, 2016) and the approved WSI. 

 The building was surveyed with a particular focus upon those elements considered 2.12.

to date to the original construction phase, and includes analysis of external or 

internal details, structural or decorative, which are relevant to the building’s design, 

development or use.  

Limitations 

 The building survey was undertaken in favourable weather conditions. There was 2.13.

sufficient access to the historic buildings to assess their significance. All areas of 

the building were accessible including the roof-void and basement.  
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3. HISTORIC BACKGROUND 

Historic development of the building 

 The building was constructed in c. 1920 for the Co-Operative Wholesale Society 3.1.

(CWS) and was listed in directories in 1922 as a boot and shoe factory (phase A); it 

was first shown on Ordnance Survey mapping in 1924. The directories continued to 

list the factory as a corset-factory (still owned by CWS) in 1940 (phase B), and 

subsequently as a doll-factory in 1966, named as Rosebud Dolls in 1967 (phase C) 

– this continued until c. 1978. During the early 1980s the building was again used 

for footwear production by Lattaway, this continuing until the late 1980s when 

Astraseal and Graham Holmes Plastics, producing replacement windows, occupied 

the building until c. 1992. Thereafter, the building was unoccupied for two years and 

in 1994 the factory was occupied by G.J. Cox, boot and shoe manufacturers (phase 

D), who formerly occupied the Castle Works in Castle Lane. George J. Cox Limited 

were the first to commercially develop the thick crepe soled shoes known as 

‘creepers’, in 1949. The company initially made these shoes in shades of blue 

which were either of suede or polished leather, and later more extravagant 

patterned versions were produced. This business had ceased to produce footwear 

within the factory by 2007. The building has been empty since then. The following 

discussion is based upon physical evidence for alterations and changes to building 

fabric, which relates most clearly to the CWS’s tenure, Rosebud Dolls occupancy, 

and Cox’s use of the building in its final phase of manufacturing. Footwear 

production by Lattaway, and window replacement manufacturing, were short 

periods of occupancay and are not considered further.           

The Northamptonshire Boot and Shoe Industry 

 The county of Northamptonshire is well known for its production of boots and shoes 3.2.

and in particular those for men. The county has an international reputation which 

has been longstanding with the exportation of boots and shoes having been 

undertaken since at least the 17th century (Morrisson 2004). The wealth of the boot 

and shoe industry enabled the towns of Northamptonshire to expand at an 

unprecedented rate and the architecture of this industry defines the character of 

many of the towns within the county. The fortunes of the boot and shoe industry 

locally, nationally and internationally had a profound impact on the development 

and subsequent history of the area as it dictated what was built, and left a unique 

streetscape legacy (Morrisson 2004). The expansion of settlements as a result of 

the growth of the industry manifested itself in the form of straight streets which were 



           

 
12 

 
Westfield Road, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire: Historic Building Record                                          © Cotswold Archaeology 

 

lined by the factories and terraced houses, and interspersed with corner shops, 

schools, churches, chapels and working men’s clubs. 

 Within the town of Wellingborough, the boot and shoe industry was the dominant 3.3.

industry by the later 18th century, with 103 persons employed in shoemaking in 

1777 compared to the 31 persons employed by the woollen cloth industry (Foard & 

Ballinger 2000). During the post-medieval period and into the modern period, the 

town was the second most important settlement within the boot and shoe industry, 

second only to Northampton.  

The Architecture of the Boot and Shoe industry 

 The visible architecture of the boot and shoe industry did not develop its distinctive 3.4.

character until the mid 19th-century. Prior to this the many processes of boot and 

shoe manufacturing were undertaken within workshops and warehouses which 

were positioned behind manufacturers’ houses, and most of the workers within the 

industry worked in rooms in their houses rather than within purpose built buildings, 

or in small back-garden workshops. This was known as the basket working system 

where production was split into separate processes which were carried out by 

separate operatives, usually in different buildings or premises (Palmer & 

Neaverson, 1992: 18). Domestic outworking began to decline by the end of the 19th 

century, though evidence for continued working can be seen in Rothwell, where 

garden workshops were built during the early 20th-century. 

 The introduction of the Singer sewing machine which resulted in the creation of 3.5.

larger workshops with up to 30 people working within a single space, began from 

the 1860s and was initially resisted, but did form an important aspect of footwear 

production. Northampton, which had no tradition of garden workshops during the 

latter 19th-century, relied quite extensively upon workshops employing women 

using sewing-machines. Several examples can be seen to the rear of buildings 

along St Michael’s Road in Northampton. 

 As the industry expanded during the later 19th and early 20th centuries the 3.6.

processes gradually moved into purpose-built factories which are now are visually 

prominent and characteristic of these former industrial areas. 

 The characteristics of the boot and shoe manufacturing towns are derived from the 3.7.

relationship between the home-working ‘outworkers’ and factory production. The 

largely un-mechanised nature of shoe production meant that the works could be 
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undertaken anywhere where there was adequate light, and a fire with grate, and as 

such there was a large amount of work undertaken off site. Thus, leather works and 

shoe factories were mixed in with workshops and terraced houses of both workers 

and the larger residences of the managers and manufacturers. In the dispersed 

factory system where outworkers undertook boot and shoe processes within their 

own workshops, the basket-work system was extensively operated. Here, children 

would push wicker-baskets from factories to garden workshops, these containing 

materials to be worked up by individual outworkers. Once these tasks had been 

performed the boots or shoes would then be collected, delivered back to the factory, 

thence finished for delivery to wholesalers. Outworkers were paid on a piece-rate 

basis. Towns such as Kettering retain clear evidence for the paths and alleys 

between factories and workshops, these laid out as the town was expanded with 

factories at street corners, and rows of terraced-housing with workshops.     

 
Figure 2: A pair of workshops, typically found behind workers’ housing formed part 
of the outworking system (after Morrison 2004).  
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The manufacturing process 

 The manufacturing of boots and shoes involves a number of stages – clicking, 3.8.

closing, rough stuff, making and finishing. These processes continued to be 

undertaken despite changes from outworking through to factory working and the 

mechanisation of the industry. The clicking process involved the cutting out of the 

upper parts of the shoe from the leather and was considered an elite trade as 

personal care and skill was required in order to ensure that maximum use of the 

leather skin was gained. From the clickers the shoes were sent to the closing room 

where the shoes went through an orderly sequence, handled by about thirty 

operatives who undertook a variety of different jobs including opening, marking, 

lining, printing, size-stamping and fancy stitching, which were followed by skiving, 

beading and perforating. After these operations the shoes were ready to be stitched 

which involved quarter-seaming, linin-marking, lacing and passing (Northampton 

Borough Council 1988).  

 
Figure 3: An image of a closing room during the 1920s (after 
northamptonshirebootandshoe.org.uk). 
 

 The next process was Rough Stuff where the heavier leather for the soles of the 3.9.

shoes was cut and heel lifts, toe and heel stiffeners, the welts and the sole were 

formed. The soles and the uppers were then sent to the Making/ Lasting Room 

where they were joined together using a foot shaped last to which a heel was 

attached. The penultimate stage of the shoe manufacturing was undertaken within 

the Finishing Room where the finishers trimmed, smoothed and coloured the shoes 

before the final gloss was added. The final area within the factory comprised the 

Shoe Room where the shoes were put on racks, and any tacks left within the shoes 
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were removed before being smoothed down by revolving files. The shoes were then 

cleaned within a machine, or by hand if they were suede, then sole-stamped and 

fitted with heel socks. Finally, any creases were removed using hot air, a polish was 

applied and the laces were inserted (Northampton Borough Council 1988).   

The evolution of factory-based working 

 The first step in the transition from outworking to factory production took place 3.10.

during the late 19th century when the clickers and rough cutters who cut out the 

leather for the shoe uppers and soles were employed within warehouses/ 

manufactories rather than being based within their own homes. The main 

requirements for these workshops were simply a source of heat, adequate light, a 

bench to work at and space to perform a range of manual tasks, and to store tools 

and materials. Despite the gradual mechanisation of the industry, outwork appears 

to always have remained an integral part of the factory system even in to the early 

20th century, particularly within smaller settlements such as Rothwell.  

 The first factories came in to being by the 1830s but these buildings tended to 3.11.

undertake only certain processes and were run by individuals known as small 

masters. After an initial increase in the demand for outworkers following the 

introduction of the closing machines in 1857, the making processes based in 

outworkers’ homes became mechanised with the introduction of the Blake Sole 

Sewer, the Goodyear Welter and the Standard Screw Machine. These 

manufacturing processes were gradually introduced into a factory setting as the 

new machinery was heavier and in particular, belt-driven machinery was unsuitable 

for a domestic context. The first typical factories to appear in the 19th century were 

three storey buildings with a basement for storing leather in dark/cool conditions.  
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Figure 4: An example of an early factory building of the mid to late 19th century (after 
Morrison 2004).  
 

 The gradual introduction of new technologies impacted on the flow and sequence of 3.12.

the manufacturing process through the building. Initially, the location of processes 

within the earlier factory buildings was dependant on the weight of the machinery 

and the strength of the floors. Thus a series of hoists and chutes were installed to 

move baskets and trolleys of material and products around the factory. These were 

later replaced in the early 20th century with electric lifts. By the end of the 19th 

century the processes of lasting and finishing had also been incorporated into 

factory complexes and thus by the early 20th century, outworking was restricted to 

the most skilled shoemakers who made high-quality and bespoke footwear.  

Late 19th and 20th century factories        

 By 1890 the design of shoe factories began to alter from the consistent pattern of 3.13.

outworking and small scale manufactories previously used. The factory buildings of 

the later 19th century and early 20th century were largely multi-storey buildings 

which were later modified when new processes and technologies were brought. 
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Single-storey factories were introduced whereby the manufacturing processes were 

contained within one floor, and multi-storey elements of the building were restricted 

to the office range which usually formed the main frontage. The adoption of single-

storey factories was largely a result of the mechanisation of the industry as it was a 

‘simple engineering solution to covering large areas with minimal obstructions and 

the concentration of machinery within a single storey allowed for simpler power 

transmission, the need for which grew as more machinery was utilised’ (Cooke et al 

2000).  

 These buildings tended to be simple with a small office suite and facilities, for the 3.14.

reception of outworkers and customers visiting the factory to examine and order 

products. The offices tended to be situated on the first-floor towards the front of the 

building and were often reached via a separate entrance and enclosed staircase. 

The offices would also have had separate toilet facilities to those used by the 

factory workers. The earliest single-storey factories continued the exuberant 

architectural styles of the earlier period within their two-storey office blocks, 

however around the First World War the pavilion style office accommodation was 

abandoned and replaced with a blank screen wall with a coped parapet that 

concealed the utilitarian single-storey sheds at the rear. The entrance ranges 

retained some vestigial elaboration but the bays and oriel windows of the earlier 

factories were replaced by domestic style windows (Cooke et al 2000).  

 After the First World War, very few factories were constructed as the economic 3.15.

depression resulted in relatively low levels of investment. Nevertheless, the largest 

manufacturers still continued to build extensively and the prevailing classical style of 

the 1920s was well accentuated but depleted a severely attenuated range of pre-

cast concrete details (Cooke et al 2000). This classical and sometimes Neo-

Georgian style was suited to and preferred by the larger manufacturers who 

continued to construct multi-storey office blocks, and was favoured by the Co-

Operative Wholesale Society who rebuilt premises on a substantial scale including 

the factory on Westfield Road, Wellingborough.  

The Co-operative Wholesale Society  

 The Westfield Road factory was constructed in 1922 as part of the Co-Operative 3.16.

Wholesale Society, as a boot and shoe factory. The Co-Operative Wholesale 

Society was formed in 1863 and became one of the largest co-operative 

organisations in the country (CWS, 1017). The CWS produced food, furniture, 
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clothing and household products and established links with India, Sri Lanka and 

South America. The employees of the CWS were well looked after, the CWS 

introduced eight-hour days within their factories and publicised its stance against 

sweated industries.   

 At a time when very few factories were constructed following the First World War, 3.17.

the most notable buildings to be constructed during the 1920s were those 

constructed by the Co-Operative Wholesale Society. During the early 20th century 

the CWS continued to produce good footwear at reasonable prices and had a 

dependable market in the shops of Co-Operative retail societies at a time when 

other shoe and boot manufacturers were struggling to find an outlet from which to 

sell their goods.  
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4. HISTORIC BUILDING RECORDING 

 This section of the report provides a descriptive account of the buildings, 4.1.

commencing with an assessment of the exterior of the former factory. Measured 

plans have been produced as part of this recording exercise and have been 

annotated with the results of the historic building survey. They have been used to 

depict the phasing and development of the factory building and highlight features of 

interest along with photo locations and viewpoints (Figures 5 and 6). 

Exterior Survey 

Southern Facade 

 The southern façade acts as the main façade of the factory and comprises a two 4.2.

storey range with a basement, spanning a total of sixteen window bays (Fig. 7). The 

second-storey is capped by a concrete coped brick parapet below which is a 

concrete cornice, with individual modillions (Photos 1 and 2) which conceals the 

hipped slate roof. The two end bays to the west and east project slightly forward of 

the main façade, and are framed by rusticated brick pilasters (Photo 2). The 

entrance bay contains a rectangular porch set beneath a reconstituted stone 

triangular pediment above which is a uPVC double casement window, replacing an 

older 16-pane window. The remaining bays are formed by pairs of windows.  

 
Photo 1: The southern façade of the building acts as the most visible and prominent 
façade, employing classical detailing typical of boot and shoe factories. 
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 On the first-floor these windows are paired under individual concrete lintels, but the 4.3.

second-floor windows are situated under a single concrete string course. The 

original metal-framed Crittall windows were comprised of 16 lights with a central 

opening casement window formed by four of the panes (Photo 1). At least 11 of the 

windows within this main façade have been more recently replaced with uPVC 

double casement windows. 

 
Photo 2: The eastern-most bay of the southern façade formed the main entrance into 
the factory, employing elaborate neo-classical detailing. 

 
 

 The eastern projecting bay (Photo 2) contains the main entrance into the factory 4.4.

complex which is reached via a flight of steps, which in turn raises the entrance 

above the basement, the latter set partly at ground-floor level. These steps are 

thought to relate to the initial construction of the factory; however they appear to 

have been remodelled at a later date with a second flight of steps inserted through 

the eastern retaining wall of the steps, and the height of the wall increased (Photo 

3). The original flight of steps fronting on to Roberts Street are set behind a 

wrought-iron brick posted gate with ball finials (Photo 4). This entrance would have 
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been used by those working on the first-floor. The original workers’ entrance would 

have been via the gated access situated at the junction of Westfield Road and 

Roberts Street, with the factory entered via the door within the eastern façade 

(Photo 11). The second flight of steps added later may have been inserted in order 

to provide a safer access to the eastern façade for the factory workers, as the 

double gates at the junction of Westfield Road and Roberts Street would have also 

provided vehicular access into the factory site.  

 
Photo 3: The flight of steps providing access to the factory have been raised and an 
additional flight inserted through the wall.  
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Photo 4: The main entrance to the factory via Roberts Street was bounded by 
wrought-iron fencing which continued to the east along Westfield Road.  
 
 
Northern Facade 

 The northern façade is comprised of a single-storey range of redbrick construction 4.5.

in English bond (Photo 5). The roof is steeply pitched and the northern side is 

glazed to form a north-lit shed typical of boot and shoe factory buildings following 

the mechanisation of the industry. This façade contains no architectural detailing of 

note when compared to the southern façade, and was clearly intended to be purely 

functional, probably for the delivery of raw materials. There are a number of 

entrances and openings within the northern façade, along with evidence of further 

extensions and structures, but it is likely that the original façade provided access 

into the factory via two single doorways, both of which have now been bricked-in 

(Photo 6). 
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Photo 5: Northern façade of the factory, with the two-storey element just visible 
beyond. 
 

 
Photo 6: The northern façade has been subject to a number of alterations including a 
single storey extension, visible as paler/ cleaner brick, which has subsequently been 
demolished. Three vent openings have been infilled (left-hand side, left of doorway). 
  

 Within the façade two rolling loading doors have been inserted. Whilst the rolling 4.6.

doors themselves appear to have been replaced recently (Photo 8), the door 
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openings have not disturbed the surrounding brickwork. It is therefore likely that the 

doors have replaced the originals, but the door openings in turn formed the original 

loading bays for the factory building. At the western end of the façade are a set of 

wooden double doors, situated beneath a canopy (Photo 7). The opening of this 

doorway is rather crude, and the external concrete flooring was lowered to provide 

a sloping access suitable for small vehicles, probably fork-lift trucks. Interestingly, 

fork-lift trucks were more widely available during the later 1930s, and even more so 

after the Second World War, when pallet sizes were also more standardized.    

 
Photo 7: A later pair of loading doors were inserted into the northern façade and the 
concrete flooring was levelled to provide access for fork-lift trucks into the north-lit 
shed for the movement of materials. 
  

 A large expanse of relatively clean and unworn brick is situated centrally within the 4.7.

northern façade, demarcating a structure that formally abutted this wall. Visible on 

historic maps between 1958 and 1993, and presumably connected to the use of the 

factory for corset manufacturing (see Photo 8), this was accessed from within the 

factory via two single doors situated at the eastern and western ends. These doors 

have been infilled, presumably when the structure was demolished. The boundary 
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of this former structure is also apparent through a difference in the height of the 

external concrete floor surface, compared to that set out within the building. A sharp 

line in the concrete marks the edge of a former wall and corresponds with the 

marking of the wall against the northern façade (Photo 8).  

 The demolition of this range (see Photo 8) is associated with a planning application 4.8.

approved in 1995 (WP/1995/0258) for the conversion of 143 square metres of 

vacant space (part of the single-storey building on the north-eastern side and 

adjoining the car park) into footwear wholesale and retail, as this area was surplus 

to requirements.  

 
Photo 8: A more recent rolling door set in to an opening which may have been earlier. 
  

 To the east of the blocked doorways are three circular apertures which have been 4.9.

infilled with breezeblocks to the interior, and brick to the exterior (Photo 6), 

presumably not long before the abandonment of the building as the pointing 

appears relatively fresh. These holes are likely to have been associated with a 

ventilation system feeding activities within the north-eastern area of the factory (e.g. 

in room 17).  

 At the eastern end of the northern façade is an open ended double-pitch roofed 4.10.

corrugated steel projection (phase C; Photo 5, left-hand side; Photo 9). Historic 

mapping confirms that there were several extensions in this area between 1938 and 
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1958-9. For instance, a large structure immediately adjacent to the position of the 

extension under discussion was extant by 1938 (now demolished, its exact nature 

unknown). By 1967, a smaller structure which corresponds to the extant gabled 

projection has been built, though this was originally much longer – this had replaced 

the extension recorded in 1938.    

 As it appears now, this double-pitch roofed projection is formed of a simple roof 4.11.

truss structure not dissimilar to that in the north-lit shed, with a corrugated concrete 

or asbestos roof. It has since been clad in corrugated plastic sheeting, a clearly 

more modern addition which suggests the earlier structure may have been open-

sided. It appears that the extension built by 1966-7 has therefore simply been 

truncated. In its original form this extension is likely to have formed a further 

covered area for the loading and unloading of goods and materials, and was 

connected to the factory via a single doorway set within the northern façade.   

 
Photo 9: Additional lean-to structures were constructed during the later 20th century 
as the factory moved away from boot and shoe production.  

 

 A brick-built structure post-dating the double-pitch roofed projection as above, and 4.12.

situated to its immediate west, is extant on the 1966-7 Ordnance Survey map 

(Photo 9). Roofed with a mono-pitched corrugated roof, this was a simple building 

which allows access into the double-pitched extension as above, but not in to the 

factory itself. It is possible that this structure formed an additional plant room used 
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to power machinery within the north-lit sheds, or processes within the extension. It 

retains a large boiler, in addition to other fixtures.  

Eastern Facade 

 The eastern range runs along the course of Westfield Road and is comprised of a 4.13.

part four-storey and part single-storey north-lit range (Photo 10; Figure 8). Despite 

its visibility on the approach along Westfield Road, this range is purely functional 

with very little architectural detailing other than two concrete bands, when compared 

to the southern facade which is less visible from Westfield Road. Nonetheless, this 

range acted as the main entrance into the building for the factory workers, either 

directly into the north-lit sheds, or via the stair-well to access the factory floor space 

on the second-floor directly.  

 
Photo 10: The eastern façade contains evidence of two former steel canopies 
covering the openings within this elevation for the dispatch of finished products. 
 

 Above the entrance doors are three 16-pane windows, one on the first-floor and two 4.14.

on the second-floor, which light the stairwell up to the first-floor. On the first-floor are 

six windows, these set at varying heights which reflect the change in internal floor 

levels to accommodate a mezzanine, the latter providing WC facilities. The first two 

windows (from left to right, or south to north) provide light into the entrance/ 

reception area; the second two comprising two 16-pane windows light the female 

workers’ toilets; and finally, the two to the right provide light into the first-floor store-
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room (e.g. as remodelled during phase C). Above the reception area is now a uPVC 

window providing natural light in to the later office suite inserted on the second-floor 

(phase C). Two rectangular 15-pane windows, to the right of the stairwell and 

situated on the second- and third-floors, light the female and male toilets. 

 

 
Photo 11: The eastern façade of the factory is highly visible from Westfield Road but 
is purely functional, acting as the main entrance into the factory for factory workers.  
 

 The southern façade of the eastern range extends for two storeys above the single-4.15.

storey north-lit sheds, and single-storey store. Five windows are situated within both 

the second- and third-floors, and the windows to the second-floor lie beneath a 

concrete string course. These windows light the male and female toilets, which 

would originally have been constructed to serve the factory workers situated on the 

second-floor, and then later, the second-floor offices when these were constructed 

during the latter-1960s.   

 A single-storey, flat-roofed range projects broadly north-east from the eastern 4.16.

range, and is contemporary with the early 20th-century building, this indicated by 

the continuation of the string course at first floor level. The range contains two large 
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rectangular loading-doors, with concrete sills and lintels, these previously 

functioning as loading bays for the distribution of finished goods (Photo 10; room 4). 

A steel frame projects externally from this façade, confirming that this loading bay 

had been covered by a canopy, its roofing now removed. This has been crudely 

executed with several steel beams simply set into the top of the earlier brick pillars 

forming part of the boundary walling. Further slender steel projections set within the 

façade, and which align with the concrete lintels of the loading bays, indicate that 

the existing steel framed canopy replaced an earlier original canopy.  

 The parapet of this range has been heightened with the addition of extra courses of 4.17.

brick which are visibly newer than the rest of the façade (Photo 12). This has been 

crudely executed, the later courses laid upon c. 6 courses of brickwork, which in 

turn have been laid upon c. 6 courses of brick comprised mostly of headers, or 

smaller brick. The latter are presumably original as these courses run into the wall 

plane of the two-storey element of the building, but are otherwise at odds with the 

bonding generally (Photo 11). The cast-iron rainwater goods are originally of 1920s 

date in the main to this elevation. A downpipe to the single-storey north-lit shed 

element has been crudely reset into the wall after its height was raised (Photo 12).  
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Photo 12: The roof of the single-storey projection along the eastern façade was raised 
in order to support a new canopy which could accommodate larger vehicles. 
 
 
Western Facade 

 The western façade comprises a single-storey, red-brick structure with a cat-slide/ 4.18.

mono-pitch roof built against the western façade of the north-lit factory floor, the 

height of which extends above the single-storey structure (room 15; Photos 13 and 

14). Its footprint tapers from south to north, reflecting an adjacent boundary. The 

southern façade of this range retains a concrete lintel indicating the former position 

of a set of double doors, and it is possible that this range was used for the storage 

of raw materials brought into the factory from the gated entrance on Roberts Street, 

before they were then transported around the factory complex. This relates to 

Phase D.    
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 The northern façade of this range also contains a Henderson sliding door which 4.19.

would have provided access into the store from the car park to the north. The only 

glazing within this range is above the northern door, which further suggests that this 

range was used as a store rather than being used for manufacturing, as there would 

be limited natural light within this area, thus make it unsuitable for the operation of 

machinery. The brickwork of this structure is of a much lighter buff colour than the 

main factory building. Historic map sources do not depict a structure within this 

location until the late 20th century.  

 
Photo 13: The northern elevation of the western extension. 
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Photo 14: The southern elevation of the western extension.  
 
Interior Survey 

 Although historic map and documentary sources indicate that the factory has been 4.20.

in manufacturing use since first built in 1922, until 2007 – a period of 85 years – the 

shell of the factory building remained largely unaltered, thus giving a reasonably 

clear sense of the functional spatial arrangements of the building. Nonetheless, 

there have been a number of alterations including the replacement of walls, and the 

creation of new partitions along with the infilling and creation of apertures, all of 

which have been undertaken as manufacturing processes and the volume of 

production, changed during the lifetime of the factory.  

Phase A – Co-Operative Whole Sale Boot and Shoe Factory (1920s-1940) 
 
Ground Floor 
 
The CWS Boot and Shoe Factory 

 The factory was built in 1922. During the operation of the factory in the 1920s as a 4.21.

boot and shoe factory, when the building was occupied by the Co-Operative 

Wholesale Company, the building was formed by an L-shaped two-storey range to 

the south (e.g. rooms 5-9 on ground-floor, Figure 5, with a single-storey north-lit 

shed to the north (room 1). The ground-floor of the factory building appears to have 
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originally been comprised of a large open factory floor in a simple rectangular shape 

(principally room 1). This would have allowed for large amounts of machinery and 

equipment to be laid out and the heaviest machinery set out on the ground-floor, as 

it was too heavy to be supported by the upper-storey (as depicted in Figure 9).  

 
Figure 9: Heavier machinery such as sole trimming machines would have been 
located on the ground floor where their weight could have been supported. The 
machinery would have been laid out in tight proximity to each other and the various 
components of the shoes passed between each machine as part of the process of 
forming the shoe (after Northampton Borough Council Community Programme 1988). 
  

 The adjacent north-lit shed structure is of double height and comprises four roof 4.22.

pitches formed by steel trusses of a conventional design, with glazed north-eastern 

slopes and timber-boarded/ slate-covered reverse slopes (Photos 15 and 16; room 

1). The roof is supported by riveted steel joists carried on a total of 27 steel posts, 

these set out in a grid format (five of which have since been removed). The setting 

of these stanchions at regular intervals ensured that a large open space, free from 

obstructions, could be roofed, and therefore maximised the working floor space 

required for the shoe manufacturing machinery.  
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 The southernmost area of the ground-floor comprises a flat ceiling/roof, formed by a 4.23.

full steel gridded frame which had been plastered and boxed in, and supported the 

second-storey set out above the range of rooms situated along the southern façade 

(e.g. principally room 2, above rooms 3, 6-9). The truss and post roof structure also 

provided a means for supporting a range of services required within the factory 

floor, including a sprinkler system, electricity points attached to the steel stanchions, 

extraction/ ventilation pipes, and fans to ensure that the manufacturing floor was 

well ventilated (Photo 16). Some of these fixtures are though later additions.  

 
Photo 15: The ground-floor of the factory was covered by a ‘north-lit’ roof supported 
by steel trusses and stanchions. This form of structure is typical of early 20th century 
factories as it allowed for heavy machinery to be used.  
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Photo 16: The steel roof trusses were also used to support a number of services 
including the sprinkler system and ventilation pipes.  
 

 The flooring is of concrete and dates from 1994 (Photos 15 and 16), this replacing 4.24.

an earlier wooden floor which was in poor condition. There is no surviving 

machinery situated on the ground floor which relates to this period of production. As 

illustrated in Figure 7, during the initial use of the factory within Phase A the factory 

floor would have been fully used and laid out.  

 During the initial phase of use (phase A) factory workers would have entered the 4.25.

factory via the door at ground level within the eastern façade (Photo 17). From here 

they would ascend an initial flight of stairs to the internal ground floor level, from 

where they could either directly enter the north-lit sheds via a further set of double 

doors (Figure 5; e.g. into room 1), or they would continue up the main stair-well to 

the factory floor on the first-floor (room 2). There is no detail or decoration within 

this entrance or stair-well, suggesting that it was purely functional and intended only 

for the workforce (discussed further below). Noted previously, the stair-well and 

eastern entrance are separated from the main entrance and reception area by a set 

of double doors (replacements of the original), providing further evidence of the 

segregation of the factory workers from administrative staff and visitors (Photo 18).  
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Photo 17: The main stair-well within the eastern range provided access for the factory 
workers directly into the ground-floor, as well as providing access to the first-floor.  
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Photo 18: The main stair-well would initially have been separated from the main 
reception area and offices by double doors. 
 

 Room 3 within the south-western corner of the ground floor contained an electric lift 4.26.

and an enclosed staircase (Photo 19; unenclosed during phase A), providing 

access between both the ground-floor and the processes being undertaken on the 

first-floor (room 2). Manufacturing processes that required either lighter or no 

machinery, such as clicking and cutting out of the leather, were typically situated 

above the ground-floor where the key necessity was large amounts of lighting and 

flat surfaces.    

 Room 3 was used as an area of storage and for the movement of part finished 4.27.

shoes, with the component parts sent down via lift from the clicking room, thence 

the shoe uppers to be stitched, and then attached to soles, followed by finishing 

processes. There is no evidence of this earliest phase of footwear manufacture 

remaining within the building in the form of machinery, evidence for process layouts, 

discarded materials, or other documentation. It was clearly all removed during 

successive uses of the building for new manufacturing.  
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Photo 19: Room 3 from the south-east. Raw materials were originally brought into the 
factory here, thence carried to the first-floor by lift (centre). At right, the staircase was 
enclosed at a later date. 
 

 
Photo 20: Room 3 from the south-west, looking into room 1, the main production 
area.  
 

 Once the raw materials had been received into the factory via the western façade, 4.28.

and had gone through the various manufacturing processes, they would have been 
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stored ready to be dispatched within Room 4, a single-storey area with roof-lights. 

Two large loading bays were set within the eastern façade (Photo 21) enabling the 

movement of finished products, these collected by lorries (these increasing in size 

during the 20th century). Access to these loading doors was achieved via the gate 

access at the junction of Westfield Road and Roberts Street. Vehicles would be 

loaded under the canopy as described above, thereafter leaving the factory via a 

separate gateway further to the north along Westfield Road, near the building’s 

main entrance. 

 A number of radiators were positioned within room 4, clearly intended to keep these 4.29.

rooms and the products stored within them, dry and free from damp. The sprinkler 

system was controlled within the north-eastern corner of this room (Photo 22).  

 
Photo 21: An overview of Room 4 from where finished footwear was sent either to 
CWS warehouses, or direct to their chain of department stores.  
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Photo 22: Original factory sprinkler system apparatus in room 4, which fed a series of 
pipes running throughout the building. 
 
 
Factory Offices 

 As discussed within Section 2, factory offices were typically situated at the front of 4.30.

the complex, positioned to oversee and control the manufacturing process, and also 

to house the owner’s and assistant manager’s offices, a board-room, secretaries 
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and typists’ offices, customer account records, wage sections, foreman’s offices, 

and the range of other activities associated with a large business. Reflecting these 

factors, commercially-focused boot and shoe factories typically included elaborate 

décor within those areas visited by customers, the key aim to impress. A secondary 

factor was the formal demarcation of buildings to reinforce workplace hierarchies, 

office areas used by factory managers and owners inevitably more elaborate than 

the shop-floor. This might extend to impressively decorated stair-halls and 

circulation spaces which were not used by the workforce (see Figure 10), the latter 

provided with separate entrances and stairs. 

 
Figure 10: The reception and main staircase of the Pearce Leatherworks, 
Northampton, this leading up to finely decorated first-floor offices.  
 

 Within the CWS factory however, there is very little evidence of decorative detail, 4.31.

other than modest coving in Rooms 6 and 7 (Photos 23, 24 and 26). It is probable 

that this building was never designed to impress customers as the factory was one 

of a number of facilities owned by the CWS, who by the 1920s had centralised 

offices. Moreover, the CWS had a range of department stores through which 

footwear would be sold as CWS merchandise. Whilst the entrance into the building 

was fine – e.g. the neo-classical external detailing – once inside, one encountered 
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brick walls, plain corridors and very simple décor. It also appears that no separate 

provision was made for a manager’s office within the complex.  

 
Photo 23: Two rooms in the north-eastern area of the southern range formed the 
administrative area. This is room 6. At left is part of the partition walling which 
appears of later date to the brick-walling forming its lower part.  
 

 
Photo 24: The offices retain coving or cornicing around the boxed joists, the only 
concession to décor which remains. This is room 6, with the factory-floor at left.  
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 The location of heating pipes dating to Phase A along the southern wall of Rooms 4.32.

6, 7 and 8 provides further evidence that these rooms were utilised as office spaces 

during Phase A. Realistically, only spaces not containing machinery would require 

heating (e.g. areas not benefitting from the heat given off by machinery, operated in 

rooms with large numbers of active workers). During Phase A the heating and 

electricity was produced by machinery situated in the basement plant room, located 

below Room 10 in the eastern range. Aside from its position below main working 

floors, this area was also closest to the main building ranges. 

 
Photo 25: The northern wall of the office range appears to have been remodelled. A 
double doorway was inserted into this later panelling with an original glazed door of 
1920s date being re-used.  
 

 The northern wall of room 6 is constructed partially of a brick wall with a hollow but 4.33.

insulated timber partition added above, which infills the steel stanchions (Photos 23 

and 25). This timber partitioning is a later alteration and the 1920s door has been 

reset within a crude double opening (Photo 25). It is likely that this wall which 

divides the office areas (rooms 6 and 7) from the factory floor (room 1), was 

originally partially glazed, allowing additional light to permeate into the factory area 

(room 1), as well perhaps as providing a means of monitoring the shoe production 

from within the offices (clear glazing). Whilst brick-walling forming the lower part of 

these partitions remains, it is not clear when and why the partitioning above these 

was removed, then replaced. This extends to the partition between rooms 7 and 8, 
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this again of more modern appearance and formed of thin timber-boarding to both 

faces, sandwiched between which was a layer of plaster and fibrous insulation. This 

work did not appear early or original to the building, and had the appearance of later 

20th century remodelling.   

 A single door with a frosted wired glass window set within the northern wall of Room 4.34.

6 is the only original 1920s door remaining, although there are numerous door 

frames of quite fine quality which are also likely to date to Phase A (Photo 25). 

 
Photo 26:  The main entrance and reception area is unusually plain (room 5).  
 

 Given the high density of employees the factory would have accommodated during 4.35.

Phase A, a canteen or rest room would have been required – e.g. with tables, 
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chairs and other facilities including possibly a kitchen. There was no obvious or 

visible space for a canteen during the time of survey, but it is possible that rooms 7 

and 8 may have formed one room spanning four bays, and that this served as a 

canteen area before being converted into two separate rooms at a later date 

(Photos 27 and 28). Its position is convenient for both those working on the first-

floor, and also in room 1, and might also explain why it included ceiling coving.   

 
Photo 27:  Room 7 which may have originally formed a canteen area in Phase A.  
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Photo 28:  Detail of decorative coving in room 7 again suggests that this area was not 
used for manufacturing.   
 

 The ground-floor factory was served by two toilets, one of which (for males) was 4.36.

directly accessible from within the north-lit sheds (room 11), and the other 

accessible through the main stairwell/corridor (room 10; Photo 29). In a factory 

dating to the early 20th century it would be expected that there would be separate 

toilet facilities for the workers and the managerial staff but in their present state 

there is no evidence to suggest that there was any segregation in the use of the 

toilets. If there was an element of segregation during Phase A, one would expect 

the toilets directly accessible from the factory floor to be for the workers and those 

situated to the south of the main stairwell to be used by visitors and office workers, 

due to their proximity to the main entrance and the office suite within the southern 

range.  
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Photo 29: Two sets of toilets were situated on the ground floor, one was directly 
accessed from the factory floor and the other was to the north of the reception area 
(room 10).  
 
 
Phase A First-Floor 

 During Phase A the first-floor would have been principally comprised of an open 4.37.

space which was glazed with large 16-pane windows confirming the primacy of light 

for clicking, each ventilated by a four-pane window opening set centrally within the 

individual windows (room 2; Photo 32; Figure 11). The wooden chevron parquet 

flooring used throughout the first-floor is of unusually high-quality for a 

manufacturing space (Photo 30). This flooring is likely to originate from the 1920s 

as it would have required time and effort to construct it. It is unlikely that it was 

inserted later simply because the building reflected a slow decline after its initial use 

for footwear ended in 1940, the subsequent CWS corset-manufacturing unlikely to 

require, or be willing to invest, in such flooring. It is also notable that clicking was 

seen as a highly-skilled, respected trade, this flooring perhaps reflective of the 

relative status of this branch of the factory.    

 Although three pairs of windows have now been obscured by the insertion of the 4.38.

eastern set of offices, the first-floor would have been accessed via the main eastern 

stairwell (e.g. see room 13). A separate staircase at the western end of room 2 

provided another means of access from the ground-floor, directly into room 2, 

though this has been partitioned off. As the upper-floor housed the processes 
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undertaken by hand, there was no residual heat produced by machinery and as 

such heating pipes fed by machinery situated within the basement of the eastern 

range, were laid along the walls below the windows along with a number of 

radiators (Photo 30 and 31). 

 
Figure 11: Processes such as clicking, or the cutting out of leather parts, which 
required little machinery, were typically located on the first floor of the factory.  
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Photo 30: The first-floor (room 2) confirming the primacy of light for clicking work in 
Phase A. Note the contrast between the room as a whole and the parquet flooring.  
 

 
Photo 31: The eastern range, including the ground-floor offices and the first-floor 
were heated by a piped-water system fed from the plant room.  
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Photo 32: The truss roof structure, confirming the lack of insulation. Despite the 
heating pipes the combined area of window-glazing and uninsulated roofing might 
have proved a chilly working environment during the winter.   
 
 
Phase B – Co-Operative Wholesale Society Corset Factory 

 Between 1940 and 1966 the Co-Operative Wholesale Society switched their use of 4.39.

the factory to corset manufactory. This was a slightly surprising decision given the 

armed forces’ requirements for boots and footwear generally, many other factories 

focusing wholly upon meeting this demand from 1940 to 1945. It was also unusual 

for the factory to have begun corset manufactory at this time, as the start of the 

Second World War in September 1939 resulted in the introduction of austerity 

measures which had a negative effect on the fashion industry. At a stroke, luxury 

fabrics were hard to obtain, with zippers, and steel hook and eye closures being 

prohibited or limited. This resulted instead in the use of lace-up fastenings and 

elastic fabrics.  

 Despite restrictions with materials, demand for corsetry was however steadily raised 4.40.

during the course of the war, with manufacturers pitching the importance of wearing 

correct corsetry in order for women to maintain correct abdominal support during 

long hours of work, many employed in manually arduous factory or other jobs. After 

the war ended in 1945 materials and fabrics were not as strictly controlled through 

rationing and there was a fashion revolution following Christian Dior’s launch of his 

new collection in Paris, in 1947. During the 1950s there were advances in textile 
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manufacturing which meant that elastic materials had the ability to stretch in more 

than one direction, this allowing for garments to be well-fitted without the need for 

boning. By this time the lacing of garments had become redundant and garments 

tended to either be zipped or have hook and eye fastenings.  

 

Figure 12: c. 1940 image of textile workers in Hudson Road Factory, Leeds. 
 

 The factory should therefore be viewed within this context, its products and output 4.41.

reflecting wider economic, technological and social trends during its 26 years of 

operation. This said, there is now no evidence of corset manufacturing within the 

building. In process terms the corset manufacturing process was not all that 

different to shoe-making and would have required the same resources – i.e. natural 

light for hand- and machine-sewing (Figure 12), open space on the ground-floor for 

any heavier machinery and areas for storage and dispatching materials and 

products. In the main, the process was focused upon sewing-machinists (Figs. 13 

and 14), all evidence being removed once this production ceased in the building 

after 1966.  
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Figures 13 and 14: Spirella seamstresses from 1962 and 1960. ‘Corset manufacture 
was highly labour intensive and highly skilled.’ 
 
 
Phase C – Rosebud Dolls Ltd Doll Factory 

 During Phase C, the factory produced moulded plastic dolls and was under the 4.42.

ownership of Rosebud Dolls Ltd between 1940 and the mid-1960s. The company 

operated throughout the 40s and 50s but during the 1960s the company had begun 

to amalgamate with Mattel and much larger premises were required. The Westfield 

Road factory was acquired to enable additional production capacity. By 1967 Mattel 

had therefore taken over control of the building.  
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Figure 15: Rosebud Dolls in the first-floor offices c. 1968. 
 

 This phase of occupation resulted in a number of alterations to the layout of the 4.43.

factory. By the late-1960s a suite of temporary offices had been constructed on the 

first floor, providing office space for the managerial staff (Figure 15). These offices 

were constructed of light-weight materials and were simply inserted over the 

chevron parquet flooring laid out in Phase A (Photos 33 to 37). These structures 

were probably only designed to serve the factory for only a very short period due to 

their quite flimsy nature, but appear to have continued to be used until the factory 

completely ceased any production.   

 The creation of these offices on the first-floor suggests that there was an increased 4.44.

need for the provision of administration and managerial offices, along with a space 

which could be used to store and display products for visiting customers, as unlike 

the Co-Operative Wholesale Society, Rosebud Mattel Ltd’s managerial staff would 

have been brought within the factory building during Phase C.   
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 This phase of occupation and the additions and alterations are depicted within a film 4.45.

produced by Rosebud Mattel, in 1968, as a preview for the British Toy Fair in 1968 

was filmed within the factory (British Pathe, 2017). The film depicts J.R. Ashby, the 

Finance Director of Rosebud Dolls, within the office suite on the first floor (Figure 

15). The ground floor, as with the previous phases of use was utilised by various 

pieces of machinery producing the plastic components of the dolls, as well as areas 

for the clay modelling of doll moulds. The managerial offices appear to have been 

focussed on the first floor with Rooms 6, 7 and 8 appearing in the video as spaces 

used for the production and sewing of dolls’ clothing.  

 
Photo 33: An overview of the first-floor (room 2) from the west showing the office 
suite inserted over the original parquet-flooring during the late 1960s. This was briefly 
used as a uPVC double-glazing showroom area for customers.   
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Photo 34: The suite contained a number of office and store rooms, with the north-
eastern most room having an obscure-glazing partition overlooking the factory floor 
(room 2).  
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Photo 35: An overview of the central corridor providing access from the main 
stairwell, through the office suite and into the first-floor (room 13, towards room 2).  
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Photo 36: The south-eastern room within the office suite (room 14). 
 

 
Photo 37: The entrance into the office suite from the main eastern stairwell (e.g. 
leading in to room 13).  
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 During Phase C the first-floor and the main stairwell were used by customers as 4.46.

they would have been guided to the first-floor offices to be shown products. 

However, there is no evidence of the décor in this area being altered or improved 

(e.g. as one entered the building into room 5, thence ascended the stairs, emerging 

at the top of the stairs before entering the corridor (room 15)). The fixtures and 

fittings within these toilets were built between 1966-1968, and it is thus likely that 

the toilets situated at mezzanine levels above and below the first-floor were also 

remodelled, and made more attractive in order to accommodate the managerial 

staff occupying the offices, as well as any visiting customers (Photos 38 and 39).  

 
Photo 38: Toilet block on the mezzanine level between ground- and first-floors (room 
12). 
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Photo 39: First-floor toilet block from the east. These toilets were remodelled during 
the 1970s where there was a need for segregated toilets as the factory began to 
receive customers and had a larger volume of administrative staff.  
 

 It is also possible that the office rooms on the ground-floor were remodelled in order 4.47.

to accommodate greater numbers of administrative staff, with the northern wall 

between the offices being infilled with timber partitions above the brick and infilling 

the steel stanchions, possibly carried out in order to reduce the noise levels of 

machinery within the office spaces (Photo 40 and 41). Rooms 6 and 7, which may 

have originally formed a rest-room in Phase A, had been converted to 

administrative use by Phase D (see below).  
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Photo 40: The remodelled southern wall separated the offices from the factory floor.  
 

 
Photo 41: The interior of the remodelled wall between the offices and the ground-floor 
factory space. 
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 The western range of the building does not appear on historic map sources until the 4.48.

later 20th century. This range (room 15) is of brick construction and appears to 

have been simply constructed, with the former western wall of the factory site raised 

up and a sloping roof supported by steel beams, inserted between the original 

western wall of the factory and the boundary wall. The row of brick headers forming 

the coping of the original boundary wall is clearly visible within the wall that now 

forms the western extent of the factory. This range had a large opening, with a 

sliding-door set within the southern wall to bring materials into this area to be 

stored. A new opening has been created within the original western wall of the 

factory, to provide access from the store into the factory floor (Photo 42). The 

original door providing external access is situated to the south of this later opening 

but has been blocked and made unusable by the insertion of a sink on the factory 

side of the door.  

 
Photo 42: The original western door providing external access was taken out of use 
when the extension was added and a new opening was punched through the original 
outer wall to enable the movement of stored materials into the factory. 
 
 
Phase D – G. J. Cox Ltd Shoe Factory 

 From 1994 the factory reverted back to its original footwear function, with G.J. Cox 4.49.

Ltd occupying the building and manufacturing shoes, in particular the crepe sole 

‘creeper’ shoe. Clicking and closing was undertaken on the first-floor, and ground-
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floor machinery visible during the historic building recording relates directly to 

Phase D. Evidence for the original layout of machinery remains in this area, this 

denoted by yellow painted lanes denoting walkways, and areas within which 

machinery and processes were undertaken. Work benches and stations were 

arranged around extraction pipes, the vents of which were set within the roof, 

suggesting that those processes which required heavy machinery where making 

and finishing would have produced large amounts of waste and dust. These were 

situated within this ground-floor room 1 where the waste could be easily removed 

and extracted (see Photos 15 and 16). 

 The original open nature of the ground floor was altered by the construction of 4.50.

rooms 16 and 17 (Photos 43 and 44), within the north-western extent of the north-lit 

sheds. These walls were inserted c. 1994, the aim to partition off unused space, 

with room 16 let to two tenants. Room 17 was used for storage. The construction of 

the southern wall resulted in the removal of three of the steel stanchions supporting 

the north-lit roof. These rooms are formed by cement breeze-block walls, the 

southernmost of which abuts the third row of steel posts. This appears to be 

constructed earlier than the two short lengths of wall running on a north-south 

alignment, as the wall has many service pipes, wires and electricity points attached 

to it. The two short lengths of wall which form rooms 16 and 17 have not been 

painted, and are constructed of a differing breeze block; the pointing appears 

fresher suggesting that were constructed not soon before the factory ceased to be 

used.  

 The construction of these rooms has altered the spatial and functional nature of the 4.51.

northern façade for the ingress and egress of materials and goods from the factory 

as a presumably original sliding door, has been partially obscured by the 

construction of a partition wall (Photo 45). A further doorway at the eastern end of 

the room has also been infilled with breezeblock blocking, resulting in no access 

from within this area into the factory or externally. This activity presumably 

continued to be undertaken via the rolling doors situated to the immediate east of 

room 4. The three infilled vents within room 17 relate to now-removed extraction 

equipment, which may relate to usage prior to Phase D (Photo 44). Room 17 was 

used for storage.   
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Photo 43: A large breeze block wall constructed c. 1990 removes a large space within 
the ground floor factory from manufacturing service. 

 

 
Photo 44: During Phase D, the open nature of the factory floor was altered with the 
separation of spaces either to separate processes producing large amounts of fumes, 
for storage or completely removing these spaces from use as the scale of 
manufacture declined.  
 



           

 
64 

 
Westfield Road, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire: Historic Building Record                                          © Cotswold Archaeology 

 

 
Photo 45: An original sliding door within the northern elevation was taken out of use 
when the internal rooms were later further partitioned to create additional space for 
tenants.  
 

 Within the north-eastern corner of room 1 is a glazed two-sided partition separating 4.52.

this area, including the roller shutting door, from the wider open factory floor 

(Photos 46 and 47). The area immediately adjacent to the roller shutter door was a 

workshop. Additionally, this area contained machinery and ventilation associated 

with the finishing of the shoes including painting and glossing; thus, the probable 

flow of the manufacturing process was clicking and closing from the upper-floor, 

thence passed to the ground-floor via the lift, with the shoe-making process 

gradually moved towards the finishing area before they were dispatched from the 

loading bay and store (room 4) situated within the eastern façade and Westfield 

Road.  
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Photo 46: The north-eastern corner of the factory contains machinery relating to the 
finishing processes of shoes during Phase D. 
 

 
Photo 47: An overview of the finishing area from the west. 
 

 There is little remaining evidence of the use of the first-floor for the production of 4.53.

shoes during Phase D, with very few electricity sockets and no machinery surviving. 

However, clicking and closing work was undertaken on the first-floor (room 2). The 
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offices situated on the first-floor continued to be occupied, suggesting that although 

the volume of goods produced had been much reduced during Phase D, there was 

continuing need to use space for the administration of the business, and also to 

provide a showroom area. This office area was used for a supervisor’s office, 

showroom / meeting-room, and storage. The showroom had display shelves and 

racks set around the room, and a new uPVC window inserted into the eastern wall, 

increasing the amounts of natural light here (Photo 48). A further room on the 

northern side of the office suite contained wooden shelving and was used for 

storage (Photo 49). In terms of building function this affirms a clear shift between 

the manufacturing of boots and shoes seen in Phase A, to the more bespoke and 

smaller scale operation seen in Phase D.   

 
Photo 48: The offices on the first floor contain and office with shoe racks used for the 
displaying of finished products as a showroom, and also a meeting-room during 
Phase D.  
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Photo 49: Small storage spaces were situated on the first floor during Phase D. 
 

 The south-eastern range of the ground-floor continued to be used for 4.54.

administration, with rooms 6 to 8 retaining this function by the time the factory 

ceased to be used in the early 21st century. Cox’s business appears to have ended 

somewhat abruptly, however, with many customer records and invoices simply 

discarded, along with computers, printers and a wide range of other administrative 

materials. In factory areas, shoe samples, off-cuts, lasts, display examples, boxes 

and a range of other materials were simply discarded (see Appendix A).    
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5. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

 The following Statement of Significance has been produced with reference to the 5.1.

four heritage values identified in Conservation Principles (EH 2008). The following 

observations can be made about the building: 

 Evidential Value – The boot and shoe industry as a whole was previously 5.2.

considered in the East Midlands Archaeological Resource Assessment publication 

(Campion, 2006: 251-253). It was established through that region-wide exercise 

that whilst factory-based footwear manufacture was sufficiently well understood, the 

domestic, or home-based dispersed industry would benefit from further research. A 

series of aims were identified in the East Midlands Heritage document which 

followed on from the earlier resource assessment as above (Knight et al, 2012: 

132). Whilst this current historic building recording exercise has usefully confirmed 

the nature of an early 20th-century CWS factory complex, and its organisation of 

both labour and manufacturing processes, this is of less direct relevance to the 

wider research agenda.        

 Turning to the factory itself, the external elevations of the Co-Operative Wholesale 5.3.

Society Boot and Shoe factory constructed in 1922 remain largely unaltered, with 

much of the original fabric remaining. A few additional extensions were added to the 

north and west facades as a result of the longevity of the use of the building for 

various manufacturing processes and changing circumstances, such as the 

introduction of larger vehicles for the collection of goods and materials. Some of 

these alterations were subsequently demolished as the scale of manufacturing 

within the building was reduced over time. The original windows comprising of 16-

pane steel-framed Crittall windows with a central four-pane casement, survive in 

places, although almost half of the original windows within the southern façade 

have been replaced with modern uPVC casement windows. During Astraseal’s 

occupation of the building for window manufacture, the first-floor was used as a 

public display area for their uPVC products, these windows installed during the late 

1980s.       

 Internally, little evidence for the use of the building complex survives, apart from 5.4.

pieces of machinery and materials relating to the latest phase of use by G.J. Cox 

Ltd for the manufacturing of footwear up until 2007. Whilst the processes of boot 

and shoes, corset, and doll manufacturing are very well understood from other 
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sources and other factory examples, little evidence of earlier activity survives in the 

factory other than wall alterations. 

 Nonetheless, the interior of the building remains largely unaltered with a few 5.5.

additions including the construction of a large breeze-block wall to the ground floor 

during the latest phase of use, and the addition of a secondary suite of offices to the 

first-floor during the late 1960s. The internal space of the factory has remained 

largely unchanged; similarly, whilst the manufacturing processes undertaken within 

the factory have changed over time, their requirements of space for machinery, 

copious natural lighting and areas for storage and distribution, have not changed. 

The most notable alteration occurred between phases A and C, as the Co-

Operative Wholesale Society would have used the factory purely for production with 

administration undertaken elsewhere; conversely, when the privatised doll company 

started utilising the factory there was a need for administrative areas within the 

factory, as reflected in flimsy office partitioning to the first-floor.  

 Historical Value – The factory is an early 20th century example of a boot and shoe 5.6.

factory, constructed at a time when few new factory complexes for the industry were 

being built. Whilst the building provides a spatial context for understanding the 

activities of the boot and shoe manufacturing industry, its internal evidential value is 

slight, with little evidence of the earliest phase of boot and shoe manufacturing, and 

little to no evidence relating to the later use of the factory for corset and doll 

manufacturing. More broadly, significant research has been undertaken in relation 

to the Northamptonshire Boot and Shoe manufacturing industry and the factory 

contributes little to a better understanding of these processes, beyond what is 

currently known.   

 Aesthetic Value – The building retains some limited aesthetic value, in particular its 5.7.

symmetrical primary façade, its classical detailing best appreciated from the 

junction of Westfield Road and Roberts Street, where the factory building forms a 

dominant part of the streetscape to this corner. This style of construction is typical 

of early 20th century boot and shoe factories and was employed elsewhere in other 

factories constructed by the Co-Operative Wholesale Society. Although the factory 

remains largely unaltered, there are other, better examples of early 20th-century 

boot and shoe factories which are notable and have been deemed to be worthy of 

Listing as they are deemed to be of national significance.  
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 Communal Value – The building is one of many factories and workshops which 5.8.

formed part of the Northamptonshire boot and shoe manufacturing industry, which, 

as detailed in Section 2, has been an industrial staple of the county. As such, the 

building retains some limited communal value in relation to the longevity of the 

building for manufacturing of boots and shoes, as well as other products, up until 

relatively recently. In its current state it contributes nothing to the local community, 

other than in being an example of a once widespread industry.   

 In summary, the Site is an example of an early 20th-century boot and shoe factory 5.9.

produced as part of the Co-Operative Wholesale Society. The longevity of the use 

of the building for the manufacturing of footwear along with corsets and dolls has 

resulted in only limited alterations as the needs and requirements of the 

manufacturing processes did not change, and the space in which these processes 

operated remains readily appreciable. Nonetheless, the building is considered to be 

of limited architectural and historic value as it now survives, with other more notable 

examples of 20th-century boot and shoes factories being Listed following the 

summary report on The Northamptonshire Boot and Shoe Industry produced by 

English Heritage in 2000 (Cooke et al, 2000).  
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APPENDIX A: IMAGES OF PHASE D 
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