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18 February 2021 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish Council meeting 

 

Called to order 702pm by President Clark Parmley 

Attendance: 

Present:  Clark Parmley, Jeff Chan, Kent Welch, Mike Ecker, Dcn. Gary Steffes, Ron Pojar, Paul Durham, 

Msgr. Thomas Reidy, Janet Morehead (stewardship) 

Not Present:  Glenda Griest, Tracy King, Greg Eck (finance), Sarah Hampel 

 

Opening Prayer:  Mike Ecker 
 
Question of the Week:  (Mark 1:40-45) A leper came to Jesus and said, “If you wish, you can make me 
clean.” Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand, touched him and said to him, “I do will it. Be made 
clean.” – How can we imitate Jesus’ welcoming attitude toward the marginalized from our community? 

- Discussion by the group – must get eyes opened to the marginalized 
 
Minutes from 20 January:  Reviewed and approved 
 
Committee Reports 
Stewardship (Janet Morehead) 

- Trying to start more service activities.  Raise any ideas. 
- Still working on newsletter.  Eight articles in work. 

Finance (Dcn. Gary Steffes for Greg Eck) 
- Ahead of 2020 in giving, +$3750 (+$1919 over 7-month budget) 
- Good January made up for December shortfall 
- Expenses continue to run low, $2817 expensed for classroom dividers 

Liturgical (Jeff Chan, Glenda Griest) 
- Lent (Dcn. Gary):  Two additional reconciliation opportunities on Sunday 2/28 after Mass and 

Monday 3/1 “drive through” for those not comfortable coming into the facility 
- Liturgy (Chris Kahl):  Ministries continue to be covered.  Chris and Dcn. Gary continue to work on 

updated Sacristan guidelines. 
- Altar Servers/Ushers (Dcn. Gary):  No changes 
- Rosary (Carl Schimek/Jennifer Chan):  Saturday & Sunday Rosaries continue.  Looking to expand 

Saturday Rosary from first-Saturdays to weekly as Lent starts. 
- Music (Debbie Durham):  No changes 

Parish Outreach (Kent Welch, Mike Ecker) 
- No changes 

Parish Enrichment, Maintenance & Outside Groups (Sarah Hampel, Paul Durham)  
- Outdoor Maintenance (Greg Eck):  Needing to either repair or replace gutters on the back of the 

building as, over time, sliding ice/snow has damaged the brackets and bent the gutter. 
(temporarily repaired)  Recommending that we have ice breaks installed on the back roof so 
that the sliding ice/snow does not damage the gutter once it is repaired. (front roof is not as 
sloped so does not cause a problem with gutters)  Will be getting bids in the spring after the 
winter weather is over. 

- Parish Events/Social (Patty Haddock):  Working on Easter Egg plan.  We are going to have pre-
made bags with eggs and treats in them for the youth of the Parish on Easter Sunday, working 
with Sheri and Rene Truby on this.  Will start collecting donations through Lent.  Also, we need 
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donations of plastic eggs, last year they were taken to Parishioner's homes for the kids and most 
were not returned. 

- Liturgical Environment (Deb Harris):  Palms ordered for Palm Sunday 
- Prayer after Mass (Dcn. Gary, Jim Lukavsky):  Nothing new 
- Eucharistic Adoration (Janet Morehead):  No updates 
- Book Study: (John Binder):  Finishing “The Creed” by Scott Hahn, and beginning “No Price Too 

High” by Dcn. Alex Jones (former Pentecostal pastor, Catholic convert).  Next thought toward a 
Marian selection for the month of Our Lady in May 

- Knights of Columbus:  Drive-through Fish Fry During Lent 
Education (Tracy King, Ron Pojar) 

- Mike talked to Patty, upcoming youth conferences – If parish has extra funds, could they be 
used to sponsor attendees?  Need to talk to finance council. 

- Dcn. Gary reported on education groups:  PSR – 28 virtual, 27 in-seat.  Confirmation similar. 
 
Old Business 
Parish Council candidates 

- March 6/7 election weekend. 
- Glenda Griest and Sarah Hampel will re-run. John Walraven will run. 
- Absentee ballots?  Logistics?  Email or online survey (ACTION:  Sheri, Janet) 
- Onsite voting – Saturday Clark, Jeff / Sunday Mike, Paul, Ron 
- Will not add youth member this year… consider with new norms 

Safety items:  (Tracy w/Maint) – table to next meeting 
Parish Council Book study:  “Let Us Dream” by Pope Francis distributed – Clark will review & discuss 
with Fr. Tom on how to divide up – reading assignments next month, first discussion to follow 
Exterior Cross:  Jeff reviewed exterior cross ideas with Council.  Fr. Tom added idea of a lighted 
informational sign.  Will continue to study and scope options, costs. 
 
New Business 
New Parish Council norms 

- New norms distributed, with Fr. Tom doing a high-level review 
- https://dioscg.org/norms-for-the-parish-pastoral-council/ - links to norms & video 
- ACTION:  Each council member to read (watch video) and bring questions to next council 

meeting 
- Considerations for Council: 

o Work on RCIA 
o Outreach to community – Least of These, Adopt-a-highway, etc. 
o 7 signs of a vibrant parish & alignment to 4 stewardship pillars 
o Need to be more “action oriented” 
o Youth member – new norms 18 years old or ex-offico attendee/rep.  What are the youth 

looking for?  How can council help? 
Visibility of Council activities to the Parish:  Jeff shared inputs and feedback from Glenda Griest and Carl 
Schimek around improving parish awareness of Parish Council activity.  ACTION:  Janet will work with 
Sheri to add approved council minutes to the parish website, and will add notice of this to the bulletin. 
 
Closing Prayer:  Mike Ecker 
 
Meeting adjourned 815pm 
Respectfully submitted by Jeff Chan, for Sarah Hampel 

https://dioscg.org/norms-for-the-parish-pastoral-council/

