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 Fall 2021 

Happenings 

T Ponder,  St Clair Co Native walking trail 

Winter 2021—2022  

AUTAUGA CO MGA 
Nancy Waggoner 
 

     This is the time of year when our 
program development committee is working 
to provide educational programs for the 
upcoming year.  We thought it might be 
helpful to share with other associations 
what we have done in the past year to aid in 
your planning.   
     Many monthly programs, planned by then 
Vice-President Bionca Lindsey, were 
presented by our members.  Autauga 
County Extension Coordinator Darrue 
Stewart, Regional Extension Agent Mallory 
Kelly, and President Debbie Boutelier began 
the year with what was new in Extension, 
outlining ACMGA plans for the coming year.  
Kathy Chapman headed a meeting with a 
program on seed starting and, in another 
presentation, talked about microorganisms 
that live in the soil.  Glenn Huovinen 
described the use of grow bags as a 
productive alternative to traditional 
gardening.   Debbie Boutelier urged us to 
install pollinator-attracting native plants in 
our gardens as part of a network connecting 
pollen-spreading insects and birds.  Soyna 
Moore’s presentation on a butterfly's life 
cycle encouraged us to provide host plants 
as breeding areas in the garden and set up  
home butterfly farms!  In a walking tour at 
Lanark, Maria Pacheco demonstrated 
proper pruning techniques for shrubs.   

Sue Brasel demonstrated methods of 
growing edibles such as sprouts and micro 
plants in containers.     
    Susan O’Connor (Capital City MGA) 
presented tips on growing African Violets, 
and Mary McCroan (Central Alabama MGA ) 
described the years-long process of 
building a beautiful water feature on her 
property. 
 

ACMGA member Maria Pacheco gives pruning tips at 
Lanark.  Photographer:  Al Booth 
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 Winter 2021—2022  

CALHOUN COUNTY MGA 

Tim Kaylor 
 
    Planning, planning, and still more 
planning.  For the past quarter, our group has 
been in the process of getting our ducks in a 
row  for 2022.  Along with regular grounds 
maintenance and finishing 2021 planned 
projects, we have been knee-deep in planning 
and preparing for 2022, which is in full 
swing.  For us, this was an election year.  Our 
membership elected the following: Skeeter 
Sims, President; Tim Kaylor, Vice President; Geri 
Toycen-Jones, Secretary; Tom Gilbert, 
Treasurer; Linda McDaniel and Lyn Webb, 
Members-At-Large.  Our Lunch and Learn 
Programs begin in April, and Regular MG 
Meeting programming has begun with our own 
Skeeter Sims and Billy McDaniel teaching us 
how to keep our garden tools sharp.  A special 
thanks to Tom Gilbert, who volunteered to 
sharpen members' tools.  We look forward to a 
productive and educational year.  We invite all 
Master Gardeners to attend these scheduled 
meetings.  We closed out 2021 finishing projects 
as follows: Equipment Shed and Coke Williams 
Shed painted; a planting bed established beside 
the equipment shed; removing and replacing 
plants that have seen better days; our 
Greenhouse crew has begun sowing seeds for 
the 2022 plant sales, and we are reviewing 
additional methods to increase public 

awareness of our local association and improve 
community involvement.   
    So much to be grateful for.  So much to be 
thankful for.  So much to celebrate.  May we all 
be loving, patient, kind, gentle, and good as we 
begin a NEW YEAR.  May we experience joy and 
share it everywhere and with everyone.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Equipment Shed and Planting Bed. Photo by  
Tim Kaylor  
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Winter 2021—2022  

CAPITOL CITY MGA 
Mary Eleanor Hines 
 
    CCMGA is progressing well toward the 2022 
Conference with pre-conference workshops, 
tours, food, vendors, etc., being set in place for a 
successful event.                           
    A steppingstone workshop was held at our 
Montgomery Botanical Gardens (MBG) 
greenhouse.  The greenhouse now has a 
Cleaning Station Table designed/built by Terry 
Gradon, the late husband of CCMGA member 
Linda Gradon, and a Potting Bench designed/built 
by CCMGA member Dave Toellner.  There is 
ongoing focus on vegetable gardening at EAT 
(Educate, Act, Transform) South that teaches 
children to grow vegetables then share the 
vegetables with the Grow More, Give More 
program.  The Lilly’s Garden committee showed 
children how to grow and harvest sweet 
potatoes.  Lunch and Learn continues its 
programs for the public, with the most recent 
presentation given by Anna Owen on Christmas 
flower arrangements.  Five camellia plants were 
donated to add to Old Alabama Town’s Rose-
Morris House Garden in memory of Evelyn 
Watkins, long-time CCMGA member.   
    After the colorful summer and fall seasons, 
there are three new beds in the MBG.  The 
committee planted 20 azaleas, 10 spireas, and a 
new Pollinator Bed with a variety of pollinator 
plants planted along the pathway.  This was in 
preparation for “A Covid-19 Memorial Luminary 
Walk” held in December, a symbolic 
acknowledgement of those who died from Covid-
19 (760+) in Montgomery.  The afternoon event 
began before dusk with an opening program of 
city and MBG officials who then followed with the 
walk of remembrance along the lighted pathway.   
 

 

MBG Chair Cathy Maddox at the lighted pathway.  
Photo by Mary Eleanor Hines 
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 Winter 2021—2022  

COFFEE CO MGA 

Jacque Hawkins 
 

     Charles Gann, a Master Gardener with 
the Claybank Master Gardener's Association, 
spoke to Coffee County Master Gardener's 
Association members about "Vermiculture," 
which uses earthworms to convert organic 
waste into fertilizer.  Earthworms are 
terrestrial invertebrate animals and the red 
wiggler can have up to 95 segments in its 
body.  They have both male and female 
organs and the longest worm on record, 
discovered in South Africa, was 21 feet long. 
Worms are susceptible to dying if their skin 
dries out; they are light sensitive and 
exposure to light can cause paralysis within 
one hour; they are hermaphroditic.   Each 
attendee was given a container with three 
earthworms in it to start their own worm 
bed or place them in an area that would 
benefit from the worm's soil 

amendment.  Gann said in today's market; 
regular compost sells at $30 per cubic yard 
while Worm Vermicast sells at $400 per 
cubic yard.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Left to right:  CCMGA Program Chair Maggie Sickler, 
Charles Gann, and CCMGA President Ed 
Speigner .  Photographer unknown 

 

CHILTON CO  MGA  
Audrey Giles 
 
    Chilton County hosted the SE District 
Herb Society of America for a tour of our 
Demo Garden in October.  Thanks to Sondra 
Henley, Sharon Hosch, Patty Frye and Alan 
Reed for sharing information about the 
garden.  We also welcomed MG Interns 
from Autauga, Elmore and Lee counties for 
a garden tour.  Harriett Jackson led the 
discussion, and Sharon Hosch and Trisha 
Williams were on hand to answer 
questions. Tours can be scheduled through 
Sharon Hosch at 985-788-3015, 
email:  sharon_hosch@yahoo.com.   
     In November, "Let's Learn about Hostas" 
was presented by Bionca Lindsay, Autauga 
County Advanced Master Gardener.  She 
was such a delightful, energetic, 
knowledgeable speaker.  We all learned so 
much about hostas and came away with the 
desire to add more of them to our gardens.  
Plans are being made and plants are being 

propagated for our April Plant Sale, which 
will be held on April 15 and 16, 2022.  Our 
Christmas Party ended our year with a 
spirited game of Dirty Santa. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chilton County MG's Sondra Henley, Patty Frye, 
Sharon Hosch (not pictured), and Alan Reed host 
tour of Demo Garden for SE Herb District Society of 
America.  Photo by Sharon Hosch 

mailto:sharon_hosch@yahoo.com
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Winter 2021—2022  

CULLMAN CO MGA 
Ben Johnson 
    
    At the risk of sounding like a deluded 
Pollyanna-on-steroids, the Cullman County 
Master Gardeners cultivated these new 
joys during the pandemic:  
1) MOVED MONTHLY PROGRAMS 

OUTDOORS to the large, open, garden-
surrounded, community pavilion at the 
North Alabama AGRIPLEX;  

2) HOSTED OUR FIRST “MASTER        
GARDENER" STAND-ALONE PLANT 

 SALES (Spring/Fall) after our long-  
time festival venue canceled;  
3) CREATED an "ALL-HOLIDAY"    
CELEBRATION this summer in the 
outdoor pavilion after Grinch-like 
COVID canceled our 2020 Christmas 
party.  

     Like that "can-do" lyric from the 
musical, "MAME," even during a worldwide 
health crisis, the CCMG made "magnolias 
bloom in the mud." 
 

 

EAST CENTRAL MGA 
Shelia Bolen 
 
    East Central Alabama MGs were very 
excited to have Joe Washington, former 
HGTV star, speak to everyone who attended 
his presentation on “Adaptive Gardening,” 
which took place September 16, 2021.  Those 
in attendance were treated to many ideas 
and tools to help ease the work required for 
gardening – no matter what their age.  At 
our November meeting, we celebrated 
Thanksgiving and the certification of four 
interns, which is a wonderful happening for 
our small group!  The get-together was 
accompanied by a slideshow of the folks 
and projects that have been a part of East 
Central Alabama MGs for many years.  It 
was a wonderful trip down Memory Lane for 
our membership.  Afterward, we celebrated 
our member Valerie Morris for her tireless 
work and dedication to the school garden at 
Wedowee Elementary School.  Valerie 
coordinates all the garden and outdoor 
classroom activities with what the students 
are learning in the classroom.  Her 
industrious, patient and caring helpers do 
an amazing job with the students, gardens, 
and other activities.  Valerie was presented 
with a Certificate of Appreciation and a 

Lifetime Membership in AMGA.  As 2021 
closes and 2022 opens, East Central 
Alabama MGs wish you all Happy Gardening 
in 2022. 

Valerie Morris received a Certificate of Apprecition from 
Sheila Bolen.  Photo by Martha Burnett 
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Winter 2021—2022  

ETOWAH CO MGA 

Carol B. Link 

 
    Due to a resurgence of new cases of 
Covid in our area, the September business 
meeting was canceled.  The executive board 
will meet in the metal building on ECMGA 
property on the first Thursday of each 
month to care for the association business. 
    Because of Covid, a new master gardener 
class began this month via Zoom.  Etowah 
County has two students in the 
class.  Throughout the pandemic, crews of 
Master Gardeners have continued to work in 
the greenhouses in preparation for the fall 
plant sale.  These members are cleaning up 
the grounds and the buildings, potting 
plants, weeding, mixing soil, watering, and 
maintaining the greenhouses.      
    In October, a group of Master Gardeners 
formed work teams to begin preparing for 
our big plant sale in the spring of 2022.  A 
crew will be working from 9 am until 11 am 
each weekday.  In addition, throughout the 
fall, a team of workers continued to meet 
each Tuesday to maintain the planting beds 
at the Kiwanis Building at Noccalula 
Falls.      
    A fall plant sale was conducted in 
November, which was open to the general 

public. By November 4, Covid numbers had 
declined, and a regular business meeting 
was held at the Gadsden Public Library.        
    A nominating committee was selected to 
choose a group of nominees to present at 
the business meeting in December. 
 
 

A work crew arranges blueberry bushes outside 
Greenhouse # 2.  Almost 200 blueberry and 
blackberry bushes were obtained from Bottoms 
Nursery in Concord, Georgia, to be added to the 
growing collection of plants available for the fall sale 
in mid-November and for our annual spring 
sale. Photo by Ron Reeves 
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Winter 2021—2022  

JACKSON CO MGA 
Bill Caudill 
 
Hello from the corner, Jackson County.      
    In October, we had a wonderful time 
meeting at the home of member Jonnie 
Nance for our annual Plant Swap.  We had 
lunch and traded a myriad of plants.  
    We worked very hard to have our October 
2021 Plant Sale in the Jackson County 
Senior Center Parking Lot.  We had lots of 
plants from cleaning up areas in the county 
park trails and lily beds, plus a large supply 
from members.  It went especially well! 
Thanks to all who participated.  Look for 
another next year. 
     We had our annual Christmas Party at 
the VFW/Veteran’s Home.  We gorged 
ourselves and installed elected officers and 
board members for 2022. 
     We are looking for new members to sign 
up for the upcoming Master Gardeners 
course.  It will begin February 3.  For info, 
see Facebook page alabama_jcmga. 

      
    Also, December 14 is National Alabama 
Day; and January 29, 2022, is National Seed 
Swap Day.  Happy Holidays and a Very 
Happy New Year! 
 

On October 27, 
several 
members and 
friends attended 
the dedication 
service in 
memory of 
member Harry 
Swaim.  A ginkgo 
tree was planted 
in Bynum Park, 
Scottsboro. 
Pictured:  Wife 
and fellow 
Master 
Gardener, 
Carolyn Swaim. 
Photo by  Anita 
Boatner 

JEFFERSON CO MGA 
Fletcher Harvey 
 
    A highlight of Jefferson County's Fall and 
Winter season was Hunter McBrayer's 
presentation in October.  It was a virtual 
homecoming for Hunter as he started his 
horticultural career several years ago as 
the Shades Valley Rotary Intern at the 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens.  A true 
friend of the Master Gardener Program, 
Hunter now serves as ALFA's Young 
Farmer's Program Director.  His highly 
informative talk was entitled "What's the 
Bee Idea - Understanding Alabama's Bee 
and Honey Industry." 
    In November, our latest class of Master 
Gardeners graduated.  This group of twenty-
nine have already completed over two 
thousand hours of volunteer service! 

     We are optimistic that we will resume in-
person meetings in January.  It will be a 
blessing to see our gardening friends "full-
face" again.  In the meantime, Jefferson 
County MGs join the newly sprouted class in 
wishing everyone an early Spring and a safe 
and healthy year to come. 

 
Hardly a snowball, 
this early Chinese 
Viburnum is a 
promise of things to 
come! Photo by 
Fletcher Harvey 
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Winter 2021—2022  

LEE CO MGA 
Shelley Aistrup 
 
     Keisel Park Demonstration Garden by 
Charlot Ritenbaugh and Shelley Aistrup:    
LCMGA supports Auburn’s Keisel Park 
Demonstration Garden.  Begun as a 
collaboration between Lee County 
Cooperative Extension Office Master 
Gardening Class of 2000 and Auburn City 
Parks and Recreation, this sanctuary 
provides examples of natives that grow well 
in our area and gardening ideas to utilize in 
home gardening and landscape plantings.  
    The following natives are found here:  
    Aesculus parviflora, bottlebrush buckeye, 
is a summer-flowering shrub for shady 
areas.  It is deciduous, multi-stemmed and 
can be pruned to less than its natural 6–12 
foot height.  In mid-summer, long white 
tubular panicles with red anthers attract 
hummingbirds. In fall, the palmate leaves 
turn yellow.   
     Aristolochia macrophylla, pipevine, is a 
fast-growing deciduous vine sporting large, 
heart-shaped leaves.  It climbs 20-35 feet 
by means of twining stems.  Pipe-shaped 
flowers are green/burgundy with a yellow 
tube.  This plant is seen in southern 
Appalachian hardwood forests and is the 
host plant for Pipevine Swallowtail.                

    Asimina triloba, common pawpaw, is a 
short-trunked, 10-14 foot-tall understory 
tree.  Its leaves are large and look tropical.  
This native is the only host plant for Zebra 
Swallowtail and attracts the Pawpaw Sphinx 
moth.   
     Viburnum obovatum, ‘Best Densa’, is a 
dwarf cultivar of this semi-evergreen 
species of the honeysuckle family.  The 
tightly-packed small leaves provide a dense 
cover for songbirds and turn red in winter.  
The small white flowers cover the plant in 
spring and provide berries, which start out 
red but turn shiny black and supply food for 
songbirds later in the season. 

MARSHALL CO MGA 
Jo Drueen 
 
    Marshall County Master Gardeners are 
teaming up with Guntersville State Park to 
create a pollinator garden.   A day was 
spent planning the location, shape, and size 
of the garden.  Plants will be donated to the 
garden by MCMG.  With proper planning, the 
garden will provide year-round pollinator 
fuel.  Stay tuned for updates!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pictured:  Tom Andress, Judy McMurry, Harry Williams, 
Jane Stanton, Ingrid Gibson, Mary McClendon, Colleen 
Hunkapiller, Elaine Hild. Photo Courtesy of Elaine Hild, 
President MCMG 

The Garden in November of 2021.  Photo by  Shelley 
Aistrup 
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Winter 2021—2022  

MASTER GARDENERS  
OF NORTH ALABAMA 
Barbara K. Stansky  
 
    Master Gardeners of North Alabama 
hosted a Fall Plant Sale on September 25 at 
the Madison County Farmers Market. The 
MGNA volunteers offered a great variety of 
perennials, bulbs, herbs, shrubs, as well as 
gently used gardening-related tools, books, 
and décor. The plant sale exceeded all 
expectations, and the proceeds will be used 
to fund the many community-based 
educational projects throughout Madison  
 

County. Sue Khoury and Amber Braman 
chaired the committee of hard-working 
volunteers that made the event a success.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sue Khoury, Amber Braman and their committee.  

Photo by  Amber Braman 

MOBILE CO MGA 
Carol Williams 
 
     Mobile County Master Gardeners added 
members and Interns on November 11 when 
the Class of 2021 graduated.  This class 
pioneered the new online component of MG 
training and the statewide challenge to 
certify by creating community improvement 
gardening projects. Their teams worked at a 
Mobile Urban Garden (MUG) site and the 
Mobile County Juvenile Court.  The MUG team 
applied their classroom knowledge to 
clearing, building raised beds, and planting 
vegetables.  The Court team applied their 
new landscape design and plant identification 
knowledge to refurbishing a forgotten 
courtyard.  Community members expressed 
their delight with the improvements our 
interns’ hard work created.   
    Our annual Greenery Sale, MCMG’s only 
fund-raising project, also provided many 
opportunities for our interns and members to 
complete volunteer hours.  With the help of 
Mobile Botanical Gardens, the safe, no-
contact online-only sale included pre-orders 
through an online catalog.  After harvesting 
buckets of fresh local greenery, members 
and interns arranged centerpieces, mailbox  
 
 
 
 

toppers, and swags delivered to purchasers 
at a drive-through pick-up at the Gardens.  
Next year, we hope to return to our usual 
online and in-person sale at MBG 
Marketplace. 
     MCMGs Master Gardeners of the Month: 
September:  Harry Surline (2018), who, along 
with his wife, likes to grow pre-1900 
Camellias and has about 100 of them; 
October: Kathy Dawe (2008), who often 
volunteers in the Mobile Botanical Gardens’ 
greenhouse; and November: Alice Marty 
(2007) who presents inspiring talks on her 
two favorites: hardy hibiscus and monarch 
butterflies.  
 

 
 
Mobile Co MGA Interns, 2021.  Photo by Alice Marty  
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Winter 2021—2022  

MORGAN CO MGA 
Susan Ledbetter 
 
Grow More, Give More – a Twist 
     November is Native American Indian 
Heritage Month. To honor that, Morgan 
County Master Gardener Association 
(MCMGA) is excited about our participation 
in a new project initiated and led by Anna 
Mullican of the Oakville Indian Mounds 
Education Center.  This program has been a 
collaborative effort with the Blue Clan 
Echota Cherokee tribe, Lawrence County 
Extension Office, School Child Nutrition, 
North Alabama Food Bank, Farm to School 
Program and individuals such as MCMGA. 
The program is part of an initiative to 
familiarize school children and their 
families with local Native American foods.  
Butternut Squash was chosen as the 2021 
featured native food due to its ease of 
growing, long shelf life, and many recipes.  
     In July, seeds were sent home with 
school children and instructions on growing 
the native squash.  Seeds were also 
provided to various groups and 
organizations, including MCMGA. We are 
proud that MCMGA was one of the largest 
producers of squash.  On Nov 29th or 30th, 
approximately 350 Lawrence Co in-school 
kindergarteners were sent home with a bag 
-- provided by the Lawrence County 
Extension Office -- containing a squash, 
instructions on storage, cooking, and 
nutritional value.  In addition to the squash, 
the Lawrence County School program 
introduced native North American food 
items into the November menu. The schools 
incorporated a three-sisters (corn, beans, 
squash) meal and other North American 
foods, such as persimmons.  
     Plans are being made for a repeat of the 
program in 2022. Foods under consideration 
at present are acorn squash, spaghetti 
squash and perhaps corn grits.  
     Check out Facebook under the Lawrence 
County Indian Education site to see some 

photos.  If you would like recipes, contact 
Anna Mullican at amullican@lawrenceal.org. 
     The MCMGA is looking forward to 
participating in the 2022 program. 
 

 

Ramsey Huffman with butternut squash. Photo by 

Susan Ledbetter 

 
Editor’s note:  Correction 
 
These were mislabeled in the Fall 2021 Pathways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured left to right is Larry Moss, our scarecrow, 
Dorothy Henry and Aileen Russell. Right pic is of Bob 
Honea.  Photo by Susan Ledbetter 

about:blank
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Winter 2021—2022  

SHELBY COUNTY MGA 
Kate Vogel 
 
    In October, Shelby County Master Gardeners 
met for our annual member's garden tour in 
the Pelham garden of Projects Chair Dennis 
Stanek.  Twenty-plus members and guests 
(the most since March 2019) turned out to see 
what can be grown in a small backyard space.  
Dennis grilled brats and provided samples of 
his hand-crafted beers.  

    In December, we met at newsletter editor 
Heideen Vansant's church (for extra social 
distancing) for our annual "Dirty Gardener" 
Christmas meeting.  Seventeen merry 
members brought gardening-related gifts to 
swap and steal from each other.  A soup lunch 
followed this since the November Advisory 
Council meeting had been such a success. 
    New officers were elected. Five interns 
have been certified this fall, so we have high 
hopes for 2022. 
 

SHOALS MGA  
Cynthia Kershaw 
 
     Throughout the fall, the Master Gardeners 
worked hard in their gardens and lawns 
harvesting the last of our crops and planting 
winter vegetables, trees, shrubs, and bulbs.  
The seed and flower catalogs are arriving, so 
we are beginning to plan for our spring 
gardens.   
     The Master Gardeners continued with 
their educational project with Calvary 
Learning Center in Tuscumbia.  Each Friday, 
Master Gardeners would help the children to 
harvest tomatoes, peppers, and okra from 
their raised beds.  In October, the children 
planted fall vegetables and a salad blend.  
They enjoyed harvesting their salad blend 
and eating carrots from the beds.  The staff at 
the center used the vegetables in their food 
program or gave them to the children’s 
families.  In December, the children painted 
the okra pods and decorated them for 
Christmas.  
     One of the last projects for the year was 
constructing raised beds for the ARC of the 
Shoals.  On a cool and rainy day, a dedicated 
group of Master Gardeners built six raised 
beds and prepared them to be filled with soil.  
One of the Master Gardeners will assist the 
clients at the facility to plant and care for the 
vegetables in the beds.  The aim is to have 

the produce used by the facility and its 
clients.    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children at Calvary Learning Center painting okra 
pods that they grew in their raised beds.  Photo by 
Lucy Edwards 
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ST. CLAIR CO MGA  
Pam Garrison 
 

     It is time to clean up the gardens and 
flowerbeds and prepare them for winter. 
Many plants such as peonies and asparagus 
need to be pruned to the ground and the 
debris removed. This prevents potential 
fungus from overwintering and infecting the 
new growth next spring. Cleaning up makes 
the garden area look tidy through the winter 
and gives you a head start in the spring. I find 
myself leaving some of the debris through 
the winter so that birds have a place to 
shelter. 
     Our project committee, led by Marianne 
Landman and Janice Wadsworth made plans 
with Moody officials for removing and 
replacing the trees and shrubbery in front of 

the Police Station and the City Hall. A number 
of hard-working Master Gardeners stepped 
up to get the project done. It took three long 
days to get everything planted and mulched. 
This was completed in time for the dedication 
of two memorials honoring fallen police 
officers. 
     We also planted pansies, snapdragons, 
and dianthus at the Moody welcome sign. 
Lakeside Park in Pell City got new signs that 
identify the various native plantings there. 
The area was also weeded and cleaned up. 
     At our November meeting, Dr. Jacobi 
spoke to us about how to recognize tree 
diseases. During the business meeting, we 
voted on new officers, and an update was 
made regarding Patricia Peoples. We thought 
we were losing her to Lee County, but she 
has a dual membership! 

TUSCALOOSA CO MGA 
Dan Sutton 
 

     As the 2021 growing season winds down, 
our volunteers are still tending cool-weather 
food gardens at the Community Garden at the 
University of Alabama Arboretum and 
Jeremiah’s Garden, for donations to local 
need-based organizations.  Volunteers are 
also tending the ornamental gardens at the 
Hospice of West Alabama.  A big “Thank You!” 
goes out to VP Ann Hewitt for her extensive 
commitment to these gardens, as well as for 
arranging well-qualified speakers for our 
monthly meetings. 
     We have been fortunate to have some 
excellent speakers during our recent 
monthly meetings.  Most recently, Colonel 
(retired) Duane Lamb, Assistant VP of 
Facilities and Grounds at the University of 
Alabama, presented how UA has 
transformed the campus into a consistent 
theme for the buildings and signage in the 
past twenty-plus years.  The grounds 
appearance has stepped up with irrigation, 

enhanced plant care, and improved foot 
traffic flow.  One area featured was the 
Marr’s Spring (named after farmer William 
Marr) natural spring area, which was 
renovated to improve access to all students 
(ADA specs) and provide a relaxing location 
for students to rest.  This spring was the 
primary reason the University was located 
here (instead of runner-up Montevallo).  The 
campus used this as the primary water 
supply until 1920, when they converted to city
-provided water.  A couple of the cisterns 
still exist. 
 

 

Marrs Spring.  Photograph provided by the University 
of Alabama. 
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WIREGRASS MGA 

Cathy Hinesley 
 

     Wiregrass Master Gardeners recently participated in the Dothan Area Botanical Gardens 
“Scarecrows in the Garden” event.  Our annual event is open to the public to submit 
Scarecrow creations for enjoyment while visiting the gardens and judging.  This year’s theme 
was “Every day is a Holiday.”  WMGs submission was for World Bee Day Holiday.  Under the 
creative direction of Phyllis Poole with help from Barbara Jowers and Lynda Rutenkroger, 
MGs won a blue ribbon and a cash prize.  

 

 

      

     Pictured from left to right: Phyllis Poole and Barbara Jowers.  Local Master Gardeners volunteered to help 
with the Good Bugs-Bad Bugs Table and Ask a Master Gardener Booth at the National Peanut Festival in Dothan 
from November 5-November 13. They handed out flyers for the 2022 Master Gardener Class that will start in 
February, answered gardening questions from the public, and explained several programs that WMGs are 
involved in throughout the year. We also educated the public on which bugs are “good” and which ones are “bad” 
in the garden. Photo by  Devonne Ellis. 



 14 

Pathways 
Winter 
2021-
2022 

 

2021 -2023 AMGA BOD OFFICERS 
President – Myra Lassere, Baldwin 
Vice-President – Devonne Ellis, 
Wiregrass 
Secretary – Ann Scharko, Covington 
Treasurer – Sunita Graves, Etowah 
Assistant Treasurer— Cecilia Adams, 
Morgan 
 

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE 
Term 2019 – 2022 
Sue Khoury, MGNA 
Sheila Bolen, East Central 
 

TERM 2020 – 2023 
Lyn Webb, Chilton 
Anthony Yarbrough, Autauga 
 

TERM 2021 – 2024 
Sherilyn Osborne, Blount 
Jim Harris, St. Clair 
Phyllis Clay, Jefferson 
 

AMGA COMMITTEES 
Awards Committee, Lyn Webb, Chilton, 
Chair 
Communications Committee  
Sue Khoury, MGNA, Chair 
 

AMGA NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE  
Patricia Peoples, St. Clair , Editor, Chair 
Terri Scheffler, Jackson, Apprentice 
 Patricia Patty, Calhoun, Copy Editor 
 Carolyn Wade, MGNA, Proofreader   
 

AMGA MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE  
Mary Howe, MGNA 
 

AMGA ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE  
Roger Clarke, Jefferson 
 

AUBURN TRANSFORMATION GARDEN 
Roger Clarke, Jefferson 
 

AMGA NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Susan Hagen, Blount, Chair 
Ron Penuel, Coffee 
Anthony Yarbrough, Autauga, (Appointed) 
 

PROJECT FUNDING 
Sheila Bolen, East Central, Chair 
 

RECORDS AND RETENTION 
Michael Thomason, Shoals 
 

AMGA STATE CONFERENCE CHAIR 
Devonne Ellis, Wiregrass 
 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEES 
     2022 Capital City MGA 
Janice Jackson, Margaret Cully, Sandra 
Rosamond, Candace Jones 
     2023 Tuscaloosa CO MGA  
Dan Sutton, Wanda Smith, Robert Blakney 
     2024 Baldwin CO 
Paula Pritchett, Sandra Stepan, Wanda 
Martin, Terri Wallace 
 

AMGA CONTINUING EDUCATION  
Kerry Smith, State MG Program 
 

AMGA ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Sondra Henley, Chilton, Chair 
  
 

AMGA WEBSITE COMMITTEE 
Caroline Etheriedge, Blount – Webmaster 
Myra Lassere, Baldwin 
Devonne Ellis, Wiregrass 
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Apprentice 
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334-844-3036 
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Got Questions 

 

We’ve Got Answers 

aces.edu/questions 
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