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Pathways 

AMGA 
PRESIDENT 
Michael Thomason  
 

Hello,  
 
     I am truly 

humbled by your confidence in 
electing me.  It is an honor and a 
privilege to serve as your 
President, an office that I do not 
take lightly. So, where do we go 
from here? Forward!  Cathy 
Maddox has set the bar high, and I 
will strive to carry that legacy 
forward. I want to thank Cathy for 
her leadership during the past two 
years.  
     On this June day, the day after 
our first Board meeting, it is nearly 
95 degrees and so dry the ground 
is cracking. I am encouraged by 
the weather forecast for the rain 
this weekend. As I reflected at our 
board meeting, I’m encouraged by 
the enthusiasm this board has, 
and I look forward to working with 
them over the next two years. We 
have a fantastic group of officers 
and board members, and I see 
new faces with fresh ideas and 
seasoned veterans who will keep 
us in check.  

     I congratulate Chilton Co MGA 
for hosting, Autauga Co MGA, and 
Shelby Co MGA for Co-hosting a 
successful 2019 AMGA Conference 
and Business Meeting. I’m sure 
each attendee gained knowledge 
from each session as I did. It was 
fun to fellowship with Master 
Gardeners from across the state, 
make new friends, and get 
reacquainted with those I have 
met as I traveled the state. 
     I look forward to the 2020 
conference in Mobile. I know they 
are working hard and will provide 
a wonderful conference. 
     To the Local Master Gardeners 
Associations, we as a board are 
here for you. I want to keep an 
open line of communication. 
Please attend your local meetings, 
work with your Advisory Council, 
and remember you are always 
welcome to the state board 
meetings. Also, by the time you 
read this, there should be a new 
Local Master Gardener Association 
Handbook on the website. I 
encourage you to read it. 
 
Garden with Authority, 
Michael  

Photo by Paul Webb, St. Clair Co MGA  
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AMGA VICE PRESIDENT 
Myra Lassere 

 

     Sweet Home, Alabama!  It does not 
matter where in the state that home 
may be. I am grateful that I have had 
the privilege to get to know many of 
you and the counties from which you 
hail.  As your new Vice President and 

Chairman of the Conference Steering Committee, 
I have been afforded an opportunity to acquaint 
myself with members I have not yet met, and 
their local associations.  I am excited to serve, 
grateful, and, also respectful of your decision to 
elect me as your Vice President. Keeping the lines 
of communication open will require your help and 
input.  Do not hesitate to contact me via phone, 
text or email, even snail mail. 
     I look forward to working with the new Board 
in the coming years and to the challenges it may 

bring. 
     As my travels take me across the state from 
corner to corner and in between, you may just be 
surprised to see me at your monthly meeting.  I 
have begun the process of inviting a few 
associations to host our annual AMGA 
Conference. Please share with me if your 
association is willing to arrange and organize the 
conference, and I will convey that message to the 
Board.  This is an opportunity for smaller counties 
to meet and join together with neighboring 
counties to host the event.  I was fortunate 
enough to witness the bonding and banding 
together of Chilton, Autauga, and Shelby 
Counties.  What a successful 2019 Conference!  A 
great big “Thank You” to my fellow Master 
Gardeners for their support and contributions. 
 
To Garden is to Believe in Tomorrow. 

Myra Lassere 

AMGA NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Jim Harris, CHAIR 
 

Hello AMGA members, 
 
     The   Nominating   Committee  is  looking for a 
Master  Gardener to serve as the AMGA Assistant 
Treasurer. We are also looking for two individuals 
to serve  as Board Members at Large for the 2019 

-2022  term.    If  you  are    interested  in  one  of 
these    positions    or   know   a    member     who  
would   be   interested,  please let the Nominating 
Committee know as soon as possible. 
 
Thank you, 
Jim Harris, Chair 
Nominating Committee 
jharris997@aol.com  
 

It’s exciting to see things coming up again. 

Plants that you’ve had 20 or 30 years.  

It’s like seeing an old friend. 

 

Tasha Tudor  

mailto:jharris997@aol.com
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2020 AMGA ANNUAL CONFERENCE, 
MOBILE CO 
Carol Williams 

 
     The Mobile delegation reports they had a 
wonderful time in Clanton at the 2019 AMGA 
State Conference.  Now, Mobile MGA extends an 
invitation to all AMGA members to join us 
Monday, March 30 through Wednesday, April 1, 
for our 2020 AMGA Conference.  It will all take 
place in RSA’s Riverview Renaissance Plaza hotel 
in Mobile, chosen as the Marriott International 
2018 Franchise Hotel of the Year. 
     Just prior to the conference, the Providence 
Foundation Festival of Flowers will be wrapping 
up in west Mobile.  Plan to come to Mobile a day 
or two early to take advantage of one of the top 
20 events in Southeastern Tourism.  Once here, 
you will be delighted with the downtown hotel 
with views of the riverfront and Mobile Bay.   
     Whatever your gardening tastes, you will find a 
speaker or a breakout session that satisfies your 
curiosity or steers you into a new subject of 
gardening interest.  Jim Martin of Charleston, 
South Carolina, will turn our interests to the 
future of gardening with his Monday keynote 
address, Gardening Future Forward.   
     There will be breakout sessions on a wide 
range of topics including fungi, lichens, flowering 
vines, and container gardening, as well as Gulf 
Coast seasons, native plants, recycling in the 
garden, staying involved in gardening as we age, 
and more. 
     Between sessions, there will be ample time to 
visit the many vendors and the silent auction.  Our 
Tuesday evening keynote speaker and 
professional storyteller, Delores Hydock, will both 
entertain and educate us with “Two Gardening 

Tales:  Becoming Mrs. Nash and Western 
Civilization,” combining real-life experiences with 
humor and inspiration about how gardens and 
those who tend them shape our lives. 
     On Wednesday, we will have a new feature 
with our first AMGA Film Fest.  The award-
winning film “Flight of the Butterflies” highlights 
the life of the monarch butterfly, and Ben Raines, 
our local environmental journalist who recently 
discovered the Clotilde under Mobile River, 
presents his film The Underwater Forest. 
     We know that you will want to join us.  Watch 
for the winter edition of Pathways for the 
registration packet. 

A garden is a grand teacher.  
It teaches patience and careful watchfulness;  

it teaches industry and thrift; above all it teaches entire trust.  
 

Gertrude Jekyll  
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AC CHAIR 
Ann Scharko, CHAIR 

     The second quarter AC meeting was held at 
the Shelby County Extension Office in 
Columbiana, AL, on April 30, 2019. The meeting 
was scheduled earlier than normal due to 
conference dates. Kerry discussed changes to the 
volunteer service report labels. These changes 
allow for volunteer hours to be categorized in a 
less general format. 

     Plant sale reports were shared by all. Some 
had above average sales, while others did not 
fare as well. 
     The next AC meeting will be held at Petals 
From The Past, August 13.  At that time, we will 
vote on the new Chair and Vice Chair. Reps, 
please come support them with your vote! 
     If you have any questions, suggestions, or 
ideas to share, please send them to Ann Scharko 
at ashmmnd@gmail.com, and I will get them on 
the agenda. See you in August. 

AMGA AWARDS 
Devonne Ellis, CHAIR 

     Our statewide AMGA Awards were presented at the 
AMGA Conference in Clanton. Winners, based on AMGA 
Awards criteria, are as follows: 
Top Hours of The Year: Paula Pritchett was recognized for 
a total of 1,408 Volunteer hours during 2018. 
Outstanding Newsletters:   The winning submission for 60 
and above AMGA Members was Limestone County 
Master Gardeners for Sprigs and Sprouts. No submission 
for up to 32 AMGA Members and 33-59 AMGA Member 
categories. 
Jean Lee Lifetime Hours: Myra Lassere, Baldwin County 
Master Gardeners, was awarded a Lifetime AMGA 
Membership and received a Lifetime Badge for 
volunteering 11,975 Lifetime Hours. 
The Gary Murray Outstanding Service and Dedication 

Award:  Mike McQueen who was nominated by Baldwin 
County Master Gardeners. 
Mary Lou McNabb Alabama Master Gardener Of The 
Year Award: Devonne Ellis, Wiregrass Master Gardeners. 
Devonne was awarded a Lifetime AMGA Membership and 
received a Lifetime Badge. 
     Twenty-six associations had members who qualified for 
Reach for the Stars Advanced Badges and stars: 67 Gold, 
25 Platinum, and two lifetime badges, six Ruby, five 
Emerald, two Diamond, two Amethyst, two Navy Blue and 
one Champagne stars.  
     It is great recognizing those who volunteer their time for 
Master Gardeners across the state. Keep up the awesome 
work you all do!  
     The awards committee needs volunteers. If you would 
like to serve on this committee, please let Devonne Ellis 
know soon. (devoellis@msn.com) 
     Thank you all! 

Aug 10: Cleburne County Fair  
Aug 13: Advisory Council meeting 
Sep 3: AMGA Board Of Directors 
Sep 12-14: Native Plants Symposium 
Sep 15: Pathways articles due to editor 
Sep 23-29: Sixty-fourth Annual DeKalb County VFW Agricultural Fair Oct 3: 
Blount Co & AMGA Fall Seminar
Oct 5:  Tuscaloosa Co MG Fall Seminar 
March 30-April 1, 2020: AMGA Annual Conference - Mobile Co MGA 
April 20-22, 2021: AMGA Annual Conference - Calhoun Co MGA 

IMPORTANT DATES 



 5 

AMGA ENDOWMENT  
Karin Carmichael, CHAIR 
 

     At the May 9, 2019, AMGA Annual Business Meeting, it 
was announced that the AMGA Undergraduate Endowed 
Scholarship at Auburn University has a book value of 
$100,206.92. There were seven scholarships awarded from 
the interest of this account for the 2018 – 2019 academic 
year. All were awarded to seniors majoring in Horticulture 
at Auburn University. They were: Lily Dendy, Homewood, 
AL; Holly McDaniel, Prattville, AL; Rose Farrington, Harvest, 
AL; Cason Sibley, Auburn, AL; David Reuse, Fairhope, AL; 
Brett Carmean, Denton, Maryland, and Bryant Byrd, 
Detroit, AL. 
     The book value of the AMGA Graduate Award is 
$59,078.95. Auburn University paid out two Fellowships of 
$1,800 each to two graduate students, Daulton Messer, 
Opp, AL and Micah Toles, Madison, AL. 
     Associations that made contributions to the 2018 -2019 
Graduate Endowment were: Autauga County MGA, Capital 

City MGA, Central Alabama MGA, Chilton County MGA, 
Coffee County MGA, DeKalb County MGA, Marshall County 
MGA, Master Gardeners of North Alabama, Mobile County 
MGA, Shoals MGA, Walker County MGA, and Wiregrass 
MGA. 
     Other contributions to the Graduate Endowment Fund 
were from AMGA (budgeted) and one half of the profit 
from the 2018 Fall Seminar sponsored by the Capital City 
MGA. 
     All contributions made since the 2019 AMGA Conference 
will be announced at the 2020 AMGA Conference. When 
making a contribution, please mail it to the AMGA 
Treasurer:  
Roger Clarke,  
527 Greenbrier Way,  
Birmingham, AL 35244.  
 
Please be sure to include a member name and address with 
your contribution so that Auburn will be able to send an 
acknowledgment letter. 

AMGA RECORDS AND RETENTION  

Michael Thomason, CHAIR 

 

     The committee obtained an additional box of 
financial records at the June meeting.  We now 
have a total of five boxes of financial records. We 
have completed three of the five boxes,  
separating them by year, and taking a hard look 
at those more than seven years old. If there is any 
documentation older than seven years, that 

needs to be maintained for historical 
preservation, then we would certainly archive 
that.  
     We also have the March 2019 and the 2018 
annual meeting minutes to archive which should 
be completed in a few days. 
     We are continuing to archive information over 
to our second external hard drive as a backup.  
     If you have or know of any items that need to 
be archived, please notify me, and we can plan to 
obtain them for review and archive. 

Garden as though you will live forever 
 

 

William Kent  
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Master Gardeners Make a Difference!  

 

 

There are 16.9 million people living with and beyond cancer in the U.S. today. In 2019, 67% of cancer 

survivors have lived five or more years after their diagnosis. Over the next decade, this is projected to 

increase by 33%. Some success is due to new treatment options; some is also due to lifestyle habits.  

Alabama Extension’s Home Grounds team and Extension Volunteers, the Master Gardeners, have 

successfully supported cancer research since 2010 and we’re doing this in a garden.  

All gardeners know that gardening is good for us. Learning to grow food and working in the garden 

affects our diet and overall health. Guess what? Our study, Harvest for Health, is proving this through 

medical research. We’re making historic contributions not just to cancer research, but also to 

horticulture!  

Harvest for Health is a partnership between Extension’s Home Grounds team and the University of 

Alabama at Birmingham’s Comprehensive Cancer Center. To date, 410 cancer survivors in 32 counties 

and 492 Master Gardener mentors have participated. Mentors coach each survivor for 12 months of 

hands-on learning.  

Our pilot studies showed that participants increased their vegetable intake, improved their strength 

and flexibility, and had dramatically higher telomerase levels. Telomerase is considered a predictor of 

healthy aging. One year after their participation, 85% of the survivors were still gardening, and several 

expanded their gardens beyond the kit provided. When asked if they would join this study again, 96% 

said YES.  

One participant wrote a letter to her Master Gardener mentor, “Gardening has become one of my 

favorite things to do. My husband and I are now lifetime gardeners.” 

Another mentor summed up her experience, “What can seem so simple in sun, soil, water, and a seed 

can be a miraculous life-changing point.”  

We’re currently recruiting in the Wiregrass area and across north Alabama. Cancer survivors need no 

gardening experience, and in fact, it’s preferred. Interested survivors should contact UAB; information 

at https://www.uab.edu/shp/h4h/. Interested mentors should contact Renee Thompson at 

hforh@auburn.edu. 

 

We’re proud of every volunteer who has supported Harvest for Health.   

 

 

https://www.uab.edu/shp/h4h/
mailto:hforh@auburn.edu
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SPONSORS, VENDORS AND ADVERTISERS 

SPONSORS 
 
HICKORY 
Alabama Farmers Cooperative  
OAK LEAF 
Bonnie Plants  
Garrisons Farm & Home Center  
DOGWOOD  
Central Ala Electric Cooperative 
MAPLE  
River Bank & Trust 
 
VENDORS 
2020 AMGA Conference 
2021 AMGA Conference 
ACES (Kerry Smith) 
Alabama 4-H Foundation 
Alabama Farmers Cooperative 
Bev Wiginton Pottery 
Beyond the Garden Gate 
Bob's Heirloom Bulbs 
Bonnie Plants 
Bottle Tree Bob  
Broken Star Workshop 
Eagles Roost 
Edward Jones, Renee Green 
Garrisons Farm/Home Ctr 
Garrisons Farm/Home Ctr 
Hayes Drugs/Gift Shop 
Healthy Living, Essential Oils 
Hollywood Gardens 
Katie's Gourds 
Leila Bee Designs 
Moore's Nursery 
Ozarklake Copper Garden Art 
SPM at Home 
Stonehollow Farmstead 
Todd's Produce/Gifts 
 
ADVERTISERS 
ACME Building Supply 
Alabama Farmers Cooperative 
Alabama Landscape Creations 
Armstrong Demo Garden 
Barry's Furnitrure 

Barth Lumber Company, Inc 
Bernie's Feed & Garden Center 
Blue Bonnet Animal Clinic, Inc 
Bonnie Plants 
Central Ala Elect Coop 
Cindy Porter Realty South 
Clanton Furniture Company 
Clanton Tractor 
Cornerstone Fitness/Wellness 
Edward Jones 
Edward Jones Investments 
Edward Jones, Renee Green 
Edwards Jewelers 
Edwards Jones-David Greer 
El Klinner Furniture 
Gardens of Clanton 
Garrisons Farm & Home Center 
Giles Cooling & Heating 
Heart of Dixie Parts/Equip 
Hoedag Tools 
Hope Realty 
Kendrick Farm Market & Cafe 
Lake Mitchell Realty 
Maplesville Pharmacy 
Mayor of Maplesville 
Minuteman Press 
Mullins Decorating 
Niche Gardens 
Peach Park 
Pet Haven Vet Hospital 
Piggly Wiggly #53 
Pinedale Gardens 
Prattville Auto/RV Repair Ctr 
Prattville Outdoors 
Reality South 
River Bank And Trust 
Riverchase Family Dentistry 
Rooted In Thyme Herbal Apoth 
Rustique Relics 
Shoals MGA 
Southern Living 
Southern Valley Jewelery 
Terry's Small Engines 
The Carpet Store & More 
The Insurance Network, Inc 

Tin Top BBQ 
TMI Realty 
Town of Maplesville 
Uncle Mick's Cajun Cafe 
Vinyltech 
 
2019 DONORS 
20/20 Eye Care 
Acme Building Supply 
Ala Farmers Cooperative 
Alabama Farmers Ag 
Foundation 
Alabama Landscape Creations 
Aldridge Gardens 
American Meadows 
Anonymous 
Armstrong Demo Garden 
Art by Hixson 
Ashland Pharmacy & Gift Shop 
Auburn University Dept of 
Horticulture 
Autauga Co MGA 
Barry Furniture 
Bee Creek Farms 
Beltman, Inc 
Bennett Plants 
Beyond the Garden Gate 
Blount Co MGA 
Bob's Heirloom Bulbs 
Brown Lumber and Building Co 
Buck's Clothing 
Calhoun Co MGA 
Capital City MGA 
Cedar Creek Nursery 
Central Alabama Electric 
Cooperative 
Central Alabama MGA 
Cherokee Co MGA 
Chilton County Feed & Seed 
Chilton Co MGA 
Cindy Sapp (MG) 
City Barber Shop 
Clanton Furniture 
Clanton Tractor 
Claybank MG's 
Cobrahead LLC 
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2019 DONORS—CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 

Coca Cola Bottling Co 
Coffee County MGA 
Coosa Valley Milling 
Corbin Farms 
Covington County MGA 
Dallas County MGA 
Davis Drugs 
Deep Roots Apotheke' 
Designs by Dawn 
Durbin Farms 
Eagles Roost Herb Farm 
East Central MGA 
Edward Jones, Renee Green 
Edwards Jewelry 
Etowah Co MGA 
Frieda Romanchuk 
From Boards to Bowls 
G & H Home Improvement 
Gia's On Main 
Grace's Salon & Spa 
Grandview Mushroom Farms 
Harriett Jackson (MG) 
Healthy Living  Essential Oils 
Hidden Meadow Vineyard 
Hoedags 
Home Depot , Prattville 
Independent Fence 
Jackson Co MGA 
Jefferson Co MGA 
Johnson's Place  
Ornamental Concrete 

Jones Feed & Seed 
Karen Jensen (MG) 
Kate Vogel 
Kendrick Farms Market 
Lamar & Audrey Giles 
Landscape Implements 
Lee Co MGA 
Limestone Co MGA 
Love's #368 
Lowe's Home Ctr Alabaster 
Maplesville Supermarket 
Marion Bank & Trust 
Marshall Co MGA 
Mike's Auto Parts 
Mobile Co MGA 
Mor Lyn's 
Morgan Co MGA 
Morgan Creek Vineyards 
Mulberry Hill 
Myers Plants & Pottery 
Myra Healy 
Niche Gardens 
Outdoor Rental 
Ozan Vineyard & Winery 
Pacsirta Bling 
Peach Park 
Perry's Steakhouse & Grille 
Petals From the Past 
Picker's Paradise 
Piggly Wiggly #53 
Pike Co MGA 

Prattville Chamber of 
Commerce 
River Bank & Trust 
Ronald Herbster (MG Intern) 
Russell Do It Center - Clanton 
Rustique Relics 
Sandra's Nursery 
Sav More Associated Foods 
Shelby Co MGA 
Shoals MGA 
Skip Coulter (MG) 
Smiley Brothers Specialty Food 
Southern Belle Gifts 
Southern Living 
Southern Pipe $ Supply 
Southern Valley Jewelry 
Spear Head Spade 
St. Clair Co MGA 
Tallapoosa Co MGA 
The Fishing Hole 
Tin Top BBQ 
Trendy Chic Boutique 
Trisha Williams (MG) 
Tuscaloosa Co MGA 
Walmart - Clanton 
Walmart #4330 Chelsea 
Walmart #5262 Pelham 
Walmat #423 Alabaster 
Wiregrass MGA 

Gardening is a matter of your 

enthusiasm holding up until your 

back gets used to it 

 

~ Author Unknown 
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http://hsvbg.org/native-plants-symposium-2019/  

http://hsvbg.org/native-plants-symposium-2019/
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Happenings 

AUTAUGA CO MGA 
Nancy Waggoner 
 

     The Prattville-Autauga Demonstration Garden, 
an irrigated, permanent raised-bed facility, is 
located in downtown Prattville where it has been 
a major project of ACMGA since 2004; it is 
entirely dedicated to the production of fresh 
vegetables, which are donated to the Autauga 
Interfaith Care Center (AICC) and distributed to 
limited income families in the county.  The 
garden, under the direction of Advanced Master 
Gardener, Glenn Huovinen, also serves as a 
teaching/demonstration resource; plants are 
labeled, and volunteers are on hand to answer 
visitors’ questions.  Vegetable production and 
composting seminars are periodically offered.  
Plans are to place instructional signage in the 
garden explaining various processes such as 
composting, and the benefits of pollinators.  
ACMGA was recognized with the Search for 
Excellence Award at the 2019 AMGA Conference 
for the outstanding impact the garden has had on 
the community. Our association is proud that the 
project has been recognized with this award.   
     Autauga County was honored to join a 
collaboration with Chilton and Shelby Counties in 
hosting the 2019 AMGA Annual Business Meeting 
and Conference in Clanton.  Serving on the 
Conference Steering Committee was a rich and 
rewarding three-year experience.  What a joy it 
was to work with creative and organized Master 
Gardeners from these counties.  By all accounts, 
the conference was a great success.   

     ACMGA members look forward to a field trip to 
Farmer Brown’s Paradise in Opelika, the printing 
and sale of a brand new ACMGA cookbook, 
Cultivating Your Palate: A Collection of Recipes 
from Serious Gardeners and the graduation of a 
fresh batch of enthusiastic, energetic Interns to 
full membership status. 
 

       

May 21, 2019: Fresh vegetables from the Prattville-Autauga 
Demonstration Garden are ready for delivery to the 
Autauga Interfaith Care Center (AICC). Photo by Nancy 
Waggoner 
 

Summer 2019 

Happenings 
Photo by Paul Webb, St. Clair Co MGA  
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BALDWIN CO MGA 
Julian Walthall 
 

    In April the BCMGs were active at the Delta 
Woods and Water Expo, in Spanish Fort. Expo 
organizers arranged for a showing of the 
phenomenal The Mystical Migration of the 
Monarch and asked us to provide Milkweed Plants 
for families to plant at home. MG Mary Calvin and 
2019 Intern Kay Heinrich grew 70 plants that were 
given away to participants. At the showing, Kay 
also provided a screened cage of Monarch 
caterpillars eating Milkweed, to the delight of 
numerous children. On May 4, MG Marilyn 
Mannhard chaired, with many volunteers, our 
biannual Garden Walk in the Foley and Magnolia 
Springs area. Several hundred participants 
enjoyed visiting eight different, lovely gardens. In 
July at our summer awards luncheon in Fairhope, 
we will have 21 Interns who have completed 
requirements and will receive their badges as 
MGs. July 11 will be a celebration day for Intern 
Class Chairperson, Pam Tucker, and her volunteer 
crew. We will also recognize five recipients of our 
college scholarships. Sam Andrews, our 
chairperson, and his committee have selected 
young people interested in the field of 

horticulture, and we will give away a total of 
$10,000. We look forward to working with the 
Baldwin 4H Club to sponsor a Family Fun Day at 
the Auburn Experimental Station in Fairhope on 
July 26. Paula Pritchett, our chairperson, is busy 
organizing this intergenerational event to help 
children learn to enjoy the world of gardening and 
nature. One highlight will be the “Watermelon 
Seed Spitting Contest.”  

 

BCMG Milkweed/Monarch Butterfly Booth at Delta Woods 

and Water Expo in Spanish Fort. Front row 2019 Interns (left 

to right): Wanda Martin, Zetty Bauer. Back row (left to right): 

MGS Donna Robertson, Mary Calvin, Chairperson of Expo, 

Carolyn Walthall, 2019 Interns: Deborah Marriott, Marta 

Stauts, Hilda O'Clair. Photo by Tanys Waldron 

 
The Garden 

For the garden of your daily living. 
Plant three rows of peas: 

Peace of mind, peace of heart and peace of soul. 
 

Plant four rows of squash: 
Squash gossip, squash indifference, squash grumbling and squash selfishness. 

 
Plant four rows of lettuce: 

Lettuce be faithful, lettuce be kind, lettuce be happy, lettuce really love one another. 
 

No garden should be without turnips: 
Turnip for service when needed, turnip to help one another, turnip the music and dance. 

 
To conclude our garden, we must have thyme: 

Thyme for fun, thyme for rest, thyme for others, thyme for ourselves. 
 

Water freely with patience and cultivate with love. 
Your garden is abundant because you reap what you sow. 

 
--author unknown 
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BLOUNT CO MGA   
Sherry Brewer     

      
     Hours of diligent and detailed research by Susan 
Hagen, past BCMGA President, paid off with the final 
printing of our twenty-five-year history spotlighting 
our efforts and growth.  We are proud of all the work 
and outreach provided over the years by our 
dedicated members. May 3, we assisted at the annual 
Kids’ Day on the Farm providing service to the county’s 
elementary kids. In April, members gathered at TLC 
Nursing Home to build raised beds and add soil and 
plants for residents to enjoy. Our Plant Sale on April 20 
was a great success - offering new plant varieties, lots 
of great conversation, fellowship, and outreach.  
Fifteen members worked as food servers at the RSVP 
Volunteer Dinner May 7. On May 14, members 
planted perennials and other natives at the Stairway 
to the Locust Fork River project - a new river access 
spot on Hwy. 79.  
     Plans are underway to have a booth during the June 
Fling on June 1, to promote and recruit for our fall MG  
Class.  Our annual picnic will be June 4, at Locust Fork  
 

Park with County Agent Dan Porch and members 
frying a “boatload” of fish and foods. Also, members 
are planning work schedules for our Blount County 
Fair this fall and beautifying beds and entry areas at 
Rickwood Caverns State Park. Finally, our Fall Seminar 
Gifts from the Garden is planned for October 3.    
 

        
Blount County Master Gardeners Working at the Kids’ Day 
on the Farm. Pictured from left to right, Sherilyn Osborne, 
Amanda Redman, Andrea Choron, Fran White, Dan Porch, 
and Deb Harris. Photo by Jeff Stricklin 
  

CALHOUN CO MGA 
Sherry Blanton 
 

     A visit from fifty plus Tennessee Master Gardeners 
arranged by Extension Agent Hayes Jackson 
highlighted our spring.  We plan a return visit with 
them next fall. Although the temperature hovered in 
the nineties, Master Gardeners showed our Tennessee 
friends true Alabama hospitality with a delicious 
cookout with all the trimmings. 
     The Calhoun County Extension Office hosted over 
400 fourth graders and 100 volunteers at our annual 
April Earth Day event. This event is a field day/learning 
experience which keeps the kids moving and involved, 
experiencing everything from bees to giant toads! 
Over two days, Master Gardeners guided children, 
supervised relay races, and generally enjoyed 
themselves.   
     Our Cane Creek home grounds are flourishing.  Even 
the loss of an old cherry laurel next to the clubhouse 
has not slowed the volunteers down. The crew has 
been working to create a Bicentennial garden. The 
corn, peanuts, and cotton are growing. The garden, in 
a raised bed box, is a fitting tribute to Alabama’s two 
hundredth anniversary. 
 
 
 
 
 
      

Retired Auburn professor Dr. Charles Mitchell 
presented an excellent slide program complete with 
the musical soundtrack on changes in Alabama’s 
agriculture for our first Lunch and Learn of the season. 
We recommend him to Associations seeking a speaker 
to celebrate the Bicentennial. 
     Plans to host the 2021 AMGA Conference are 
underway. That should keep us busy for the next two 
years! 

                 

 
Judy Shew and Linda McDaniel at our Bicentennial 
Garden. Photo by Sherry Blanton 
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CAPITAL CITY MGA 
Mary Eleanor Hines 
 
     CCMGA continues to be busy year-round but 
especially in the Spring.  Our plant sale was held 
on April 27.  We were pleased with the variety of 
plants we had to sell as well as the number of 
customers.  Our gross amount was about $7,000. 
     Mallory Kelley organized a program entitled 
What’s in Bloom at Wesley Gardens, a local 
retirement home.  Members brought flowers and 
greenery to arrange with the residents.  It was a 
huge success and enjoyed by all. 
     Lily’s garden, located on the grounds of Forest 
Avenue School, was the instructional site for six 
kindergarten classes on May 17.  The children 
learned about plants and gardens, then planted 
sweet potatoes and flower seeds.   
     Rose-Morris House garden is a colorful mass of 
flowers planted and maintained by CCMGA 

members.  It is located on the back side of the 
house within the Old Alabama Town (OAT) 
compound.  Every year thousands of Alabama 
school children pass through and view the house 
and teaching garden.  The OAT educational 
director, along with CCMGA members working 
together, holds teaching activities for the public 
on the second Saturday of each month.   
     Our major CCMGA Project, Montgomery 
Botanical Gardens, celebrated National Public 
Gardens Week May 13 – 18 by offering a variety 
of educational and fun events for the community 
in the gardens.  These included Birding Walks, 
Tree Identification Walks, Guided Garden Tours, 
Children’s Storytime and Art, Demonstrations of 
Container Gardening, Greenbridge Pollinator 
Gardening, and Growing Tomatoes. Bama Skiffle 
provided music on Saturday afternoon.  
Attendance was excellent.  
 

CENTRAL ALABAMA MGA 
Elmore County 
Iva Haynie 
 

     It seems we mostly skipped spring and went from 

winter directly into summer. It has already become quite 

warm, but gardening activities must go on. Our association 

had some good programs at monthly meetings, as well as 

the Lunch and Learn programs. In April, we learned about 

Native Azaleas with Patrick Thompson, an arboretum 

specialist from Auburn; and Native Plants with Peggy 

Thompson. In May there was Effective Use of Plants in the 

Landscape with Rip Weaver and Roses with Gloria Purnell 

of the American Rose Society.  In June, we learned about 

Fire Ants from Mallory Kelley and Hydrangeas from David 

Doggett. We also had a Fairy Garden workshop. 

     Other activities include our annual plant sale, the State 

Conference, and ongoing work at the Governor's Mansion, 

the Help Line, Lanark, and our own Learning Gardens. 

     Plans include a tour of some of our Master Gardeners' 

gardens, Making Fairy Gardens with senior citizens at 

Cedarwood Community Church in July, and making gourd 

birdhouses. We are already planning for next year's plant 

sale. 

     Whether it is hot or cool, there is always something to 

learn and do. When it is hot, do your gardening early and 

late, and don't forget to hydrate. 

Flowers always make people better, happier, and more helpful;  

they are sunshine, food and medicine for the soul.  

 

            — Luther Burbank 
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 CHEAHA MGA 
Debby Mathews 
 
     Cheaha Master Gardeners are preparing demonstrations and 
exhibits for the Cleburne County Fair coming up August 10. Ann 
Jones, our president, will have several of her bonsai plants there 
and will demonstrate the bonsai process. Ann always fascinates 
people as she works her magic on plants. Steve Jones will 
demonstrate composting, and other members will share their 
gardening passion with fairgoers. We will be showing how to 
test soil for pH, too! The fair takes place at exit 205, off I-20. 
Come see us! 
     A big thank you to Master Gardener Mary Humphries and her 
granddaughter, Claire, for tidying our rose bushes and putting 
longleaf pine straw in place at the Extension office June 12. 
Another big thanks to Master Gardener Jimmy Taylor for getting 
the longleaf pine straw for this project. It is very long-leafed pine 
straw, and it is very “clean.” This was a great team effort. 
     Another team effort was laying out the Three Sisters    Garden    
in   the   Extension     demonstration garden.    Steve  and  Ann  
Jones   assisted    Extension       Coordinator Debby Mathews by 
precisely laying out the 10-foot x 10-foot area for this Native 
American (Iroquois) vegetable garden of corn, beans, and 
squash. Thank you for making this space look the way it should!       

 
 
 
 

 
 

                    
      

      

CHEROKEE CO MGA 
Linda McDaniel 
 

     Hello from Cherokee County, we have been very 
busy with the pre-sale activities and then a successful 
plant sale.  We are now looking forward to our flower 
and vegetable gardens. 
     The Cherokee County Master Gardeners continue 
an always busy schedule with maintaining different 
projects – city parks and recreation areas, gardens at 
city buildings and the city beautification activities.  We 
also work to educate others as a part of our various on
-going activities. 
     The McDaniel’s invited the Cherokee Master 
Gardeners to visit their house and enjoy the beautiful 
native mountain laurels that they are so fortunate to 
enjoy growing naturally on the banks of the Big 
Terrapin Creek where they live and the variety of 
gardens that are created on the property.  We enjoyed 
the visit and sharing our gardens and garden stories. 
     I was invited to participate in a wildflower 
identification and nature walk with the Classroom in 
the Forest program in another county.  This program  
was for fifth graders and was held at a beautiful farm.  
 
 
 
 

and we all enjoyed the wonderful wildflowers that 
day.    
     I just returned from the 2019 Alabama Master 
Gardeners Conference held in Clanton, Alabama.  
There were nine Cherokee Master Gardeners that 
represented our County.  We met a lot of our fellow 
Master Gardeners and had a great time.  Thanks to 
Chilton County Master Gardeners for a wonderful 
conference.   
     Until next time, I hope everyone has a wonderful 
summer.  

  

Mountain laurels that we are so fortunate to enjoy growing 
naturally on the banks of the Big Terrapin Creek. Photo by Linda 
McDaniel 

     Master Gardener and County Extension Coordinator 

Debby Mathews (in foreground) is weeding while Claire 

Humphries (in background) puts out longleaf pine straw 

in front of the Extension office. Photo by Mary 

Humphries. 
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CHILTON CO MGA 
Susan Cleckler  
 

     Now that the 2019 AMGA Annual Conference is behind us, 
WHAT ARE WE TO DO? We have no worries!  Summer is in full 
swing in Chilton County.  Our Intern class graduated, and we are 
getting our ideas and committees together for our Plant Sale in 
the spring of 2020.  Our members will be planting and fostering 
plants from their gardens until our event.  We will be selling pass-
along-plants that you cannot seem to find in nurseries any 
longer, also everyone’s favorites.  We are hoping to turn this into 
an annual fund-raiser for the CCMGA.  
     CCMGA had our annual May plant swap, which included a Pot 
Luck lunch, with lots of yummy food, fellowship, and of course 
sharing and swapping plants.  As usual, all had a great time.  We 
started a new endeavor with the local third-grade classes that 
will continue into next fall.  The kids learned about plants that 
attract butterflies and why pollinators are so important.  It was a 
hands-on project, and the kids loved it.   
     We   will   be planting winter vegetables with the third-grade 
class  next fall.    
     Chilton County Master Gardeners are working with Chilton 
Research and Experiment Station on a new project called CREC 

Field Days.  The idea is to have three to four field days a year with 
a targeted audience for each event.  We will have “Ask a Master 
Gardener,” Propagation workshop, and Fruit tasting.  We are all 
about community outreach! 

 
 

    
 
       

Working with a local third-grade class.  Master Gardeners,  
L-R Harriett Jackson and Susan M Cleckler.  
Photo by Audrey Giles 

 

CLAYBANK MGA 
Dee Gilbert      
 
     We     are   most   excited   to  report  that Claybank Master   
Gardeners   have  voted  in  a  new   slate   of officers,  all  of  
whom  are  recently  qualified  Master Gardeners,  and we are 
thrilled  at their willingness  to serve.   They  are  President,  Joyce  
Christiansen; Vice-President, Jill Haisten;   Secretary, Debi 
Breedlove; and continuing Treasurer, Pat Dunlap. All the new   
officers are also active in the  Wiregrass  Rose  Society,  so  you 
Rosarians    might   recognize   the   names.   The   new officers 
were installed at the June meeting. They have already  planned  
for  the  new  director  of the Dothan Area Botanical Gardens, 
Chris Holman, to speak at our June meeting. 
      Our     outgoing     three-year     President,  Janet Shinaberry,    
busy   to   the   last  minute, appointed a committee   to  revise      
and      update   our by-laws.  Committee   members   include   our   
ever-faithful and continually   active  Chuck Auman,   one of the 
first and original   Claybank  Master Gardeners; idea ready-man, 
Larry Gober, who has many fingers in many  volunteer pies;   and   
fearless,   Jerry   Sanders,   who also always speaks   up with   
insightful ideas. We are truly grateful  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

for Janet’s work in putting this together! 
     And we are excited that Claybank Master Gardeners will 
sponsor another fundraiser in June, a presentation by Eric 
Heisner,  owner of Mustard Seed Landscaping, whose expert 
work is frequently featured in Wiregrass Magazine.  
     Correction from the editor: In the spring edition   of Pathways,   
Claybank    author was  Dee   Gilbert instead of Carole Lolley. 
    

 
Janet Shinaberry. Photo by Dee Gilbert 
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COFFEE CO MGA 
Jacque Hawkins 

     Reach for the Stars is a service recognition 
program for Master Gardeners who have assisted 
in educating and improving their 
communities.  Coffee County Master Gardeners 
Association members were recently recognized 
for their volunteer hours in 2018 and earned star 
awards in the following categories:  Bronze Star is  
 
 
 
 
 

100 to 299 hours; Gold Badge is 1,000 to 1,999 
hours.   
     Lucy Edwards, Extension Agent for Home 
Grounds, presented a certificate and an acorn pin 
to Brenda Evans recognizing her as an Advanced 
Alabama Master Gardener (AAMG).  The 
certificate stated “Advanced Alabama Master 
Gardener is conferred on Brenda Evans, in the 
Program of Pollinators, by the Alabama Extension 
System, Alabama A&M, and Auburn Universities.” 
 
 

 
 
 

CULLMAN CO MGA 
Jennifer Underwood 
 
     The CCMGAI has been blazing trails…butterfly 
trails! 
     Our Demonstration Garden just made the 
Rosalynn Carter Butterfly Trail registry, a listing of 
public butterfly-friendly gardens from around the 
world. 
     The Butterfly Trail program was inspired by 
Former First Lady Rosalynn Carter. Concerned 
about the declining monarch butterfly population, 
Carter began planting nectar plants in her own 
garden, with friends and neighbors soon 
duplicating her efforts. The Trail was founded to 
increase pollinator habitat and educate the public 
on this cause. 
     A collaborative effort such as this led to the 
Demo Garden being accepted into the Trail 
registry. When a group of St. Paul fifth graders 

visited the Garden for poetry-writing inspiration 
this Spring, MG Ben Johnson, challenged them to 
determine whether the Garden would meet the 
registry requirements. After MG Ellen Hall gave the 
students a tutorial on nectar plants, showing them 
the many butterfly-friendly plants, and features of 
the Garden, the students submitted our 
information to the registry, and the Demo Garden 
is now #171 on the list. 
     This Spring Quarter was kicked off by our Spring 
Picnic on March 28 at the Agriplex, where a 
rousing game of “Plant Bingo” was played. April 6-
7 was our largest annual fund-raiser, the Bloomin’ 
Festival plant sale at St. Bernard, where we took in 
slightly more sales than last year. On May 16, we 
had our annual MG Awards Dinner, also at the 
Agriplex, where many of our “trail-blazers” were 
recognized for their achievements. More 
spearheading this Summer – stay tuned! 
 

 

 

Pictured (from left) CCMGA President Ed Speigner; Carole Lolley (Gold Badge); Maggie Sickler (Gold Badge); Brenda Evans (Gold Badge); 
Marylou Crush (Bronze Star); Rodney Peneul (Bronze Star); and CCMGA Membership/Award Chairperson Vanessa Allen, who presented 
the Star Awards, Lucy Edwards, and Brenda Evans. Photo by Jacque Hawkins 
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DEKALB CO MGA 
Mary Franks 

 
     In early spring, through the light rain, DeKalb Master 
Gardeners under Stanley Sims’s leadership, cleared 
grounds and pruned shrubs around the DeKalb County 
Tornado Memorial. The memorial was established to 
honor the thirty-four lives lost and to never forget the 
destruction caused by the April 24, 2011 tornado. 
     Our annual Spring Plant Sale in April was very successful 
with members gifting plants from their gardens. A possible 
Fall Plant Sale will be decided by the Plant Sale Committee. 
     Norah Gamble and Dawn Early shared their gardening 
knowledge on Small Space Gardening with a large group of 
senior citizens at the Tom Bevill Center. The participants 
were excited to receive a free plant to take home. 
     Awards from the Alabama Master Gardeners     
Association   were presented to five  DeKalb Master 
Gardeners in May.  Gold Name Badges were presented  
 

 
for Mike Keracher, Norah Gamble, Sarah Crowley, and 
Robert Wells. The Platinum Name Badge was presented to 
Donna Wells. 
     Celestine Darnell and Ann Houston invited Master 
Gardeners for home garden tours in early June. Another 
garden tour with a picnic and plant swap is planned in 
October at the home of Jayne Ross.  All ladies have won 
ribbons and awards for their gardening efforts. 
     DeKalb Master Gardeners, under Linda Stephens’s 
direction, soon will be getting ready to set up decorations, 
and competition areas for individual flowers, plants, 
agricultural products, floral arrangements, canned and 
baked foods, etc., for the sixty-fourth Annual DeKalb 
County VFW Agricultural Fair. Dates for the award-winning 
fair are September 23-29, 2019.  
 
 
 
 

EAST CENTRAL ALABAMA MGA 
Sheila Bolen 
 
      Busy!  Busy!  Busy!  That is how our spring has 
been for East Central Alabama MGs.  We had a 
GREAT plant sale on May 4 – our most productive 
thus far!  We are continuing to stay busy with the 
Meditation Gardens at SIFAT (Servants in Faith 
and Technology) and have more parts of it to 
design and plant.  This year we had three 
members attend their first AMGA Annual 
Conference, and they thoroughly enjoyed the 
fellowship, education, and shopping 
opportunities. Even though we are a smaller 
group, we are proud to have one of our members 
on the AMGA Board of Directors.  Congratulations, 
Sheila!  At our May meeting Dani Carroll, Regional 
Extension Agent, will be doing a presentation 
titled Get Off My Moss, then in June Chip 
Williams, Regional Extension Agent will talk to us 
about native Alabama trees.  After our April 
meeting, we headed to Wedowee Elementary 
School for spring-cleaning at the garden and 
outdoor classroom there.  We raked, trimmed, 
pruned, painted, hauled off the brush, and 
generally spiffed up the gardens and outdoor 

classroom.  It was a good time for all who 
attended, and the students appreciated our 
efforts.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are making time for a little spring cleaning and comrade.  

Pictured (L to R) Back row: Linda Barnes, Martha Burnett, 

Peggy McLarty, Janet and Gary Smith, Dinah Drummond, 

Susan Reynolds, Vickie Stapler, Tommy Drummond, Front 

row:  Jack and Sheila Bolen, Cheryl Smith.  Not pictured 

Ralph and Augie Sanchez. Photo by Kathy Sherrer.   
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ETOWAH CO MGA 
Carol B. Link 
  
     The Etowah County Master Gardeners 
Association’s annual plant sale held on April 
12 and 13 was another success. Almost all plants 
were sold, with just a few plants leftover to water 
and maintain. As usual, plans are already 
underway for the 2020 plant sale. 
     Due to a scheduling conflict at the association’s 
meeting place, no executive Board or regular 
business meeting was held in April. In May, the 
speaker was Lynn Norris from Norris Farms. The 
speaker at the June meeting was John Michael 

Lee, speaking on Ag Day. 
     A new group of Interns have completed the 
latest Master Gardener classes and are now 
working toward becoming certified Master 
Gardeners. 
     This spring, a group of Etowah County Master 
Gardeners and Interns completed a landscaping 
project at Litchfield Middle School. 
     For the association’s business meeting in July, 
instead of a learning presentation, a patriotic 
program is planned as entertainment. 
 

 

JACKSON COUNTY MGA 
Bill Caudill 

 

     Jackson County Master Gardeners welcome all 
to join us the first Thursday of each month at the 
Jackson County Senior Center, Scottsboro. We 
meet from 10:00 am to noon, for coffee, and a 
program, followed by our business meeting. 
     We enjoyed “How to Make a PVC Drip Irrigation 
System” at our April meeting.  And we learned a 
good deal about Irises at the May meeting. So 
many varieties! June was the Annual Ice Cream 
Social. And we are social. For July 11 the 
presentation is “Wildland/Urban Interface” with 
Coleen Vansant from Alabama Forestry 
Commission. August 1, we have Dustin Davis for 
Protecting Bees and Planting Flowers They Love. 
September 5, we visit the Graham Farm and 
Nature Center for an update on programs and 
projects. Graham Farm and Nature Center is a 491
-acre property, ACES youth development area. 
Regional Extension Agent, Rhonda Britton 
continued the Lunch and Learn classes with JC 
Annual Plant Sale info and Building Rain Barrels. 
We pick up the Lunch and Learn programs on 
August 6 at the Scottsboro Public Library with 

Garden and Yard Critters. 
     The Tomato Workshop was a huge success. 
Tomato plants for everyone.  
     We met people and enjoyed participating in the 
19th Annual Catfish Festival. We answered some 
questions, sold a few plants, and enjoyed the 
catfish. 
     Have a great active and enjoyable summer. 
 
        

 
     The Annual Plant Sale at our new location, the 
Fairgrounds; was a success. Photo by Rhonda Britton 
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JEFFERSON CO MGA 
Fletcher Harvey 
 

     Just as our wonderful state conference in May 
has become a pleasant memory, thoughts of 
plant sales and planting have changed into 
participation in farmers markets and watering in 
most parts of Alabama. 
     In April we enjoyed reports from our 2019 
Master Gardener Interns on their community-
based group gardening projects. These projects 
demonstrated not only the fervor of our “seedling 
Master Gardeners” but the several diverse areas 
in which they performed their community 
outreach. These seven areas ranged from 
Grandmother’s Garden at Sloss Furnaces to two 
traffic triangle projects in Homewood and on 
Birmingham’s southside. 
     In May, Leonora Robinson conducted our 
highly anticipated plant swap. No invasives on the 
premises, but there were many cherished 
heirlooms and natives to augment what was 
available at plant sales. 
     In June, Lindsey Barclift answered questions 
we didn’t even know we wanted to ask about 
mosses and moss allies. With her infectious and 
realistic enthusiasm for these environmentally 

beneficial plants, Lindsey presented one of the 
finer educational and entertaining programs we 
have been privileged to host. 
     Jefferson County is on a roll! We welcome the 
always popular June Mays, landscape designer 
and garden tastemaker, for an evening meeting 
later in June. In July, we will visit Jemison for a 
garden tour by Jason Powell at Petals From The 
Past. It does not get much better than that! 
 
 

 

Lindsey Barclift at “work.” Photo by Fletcher Harvey  

LEE CO MGA 
Karni Perez 
 

Earth Friends Tip --  
     Instead of flushing unused, expired, or 
unwanted medications down the sink or toilet, 
help keep our water supplies safe by taking them 
to a drop-off location.  
     Several drop boxes have been set up in town 
and around the county to collect them.  Black out 
your name or remove the label. Choose a 
location convenient for you; take them there. 
Help keep our surface and drinking waters free 
from contamination. 
 
 

In Opelika 
Bubba's Medicine Shop, 512 - 2nd Ave  
Beauregard Drugs, 7667 Al Hwy 51 
East Alabama Medical Center, 2000 Pepperell 
Pkwy  
Lee County Sheriff's Office, 1900 Frederick 
Rd                                    
In Auburn 
Our Home Pharmacy, 2320 Moore's Mill R 
In Smiths Station 
Smiths Station City Hall, 2336 Lee Rd 430    
Crossroads Pharmacy, 867 Lee Rd 248 
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LIMESTONE CO MGA 
Carol Knox 
 

     The Limestone County Master Gardeners have 
been busy the past few months.  Our annual plant 
sale was on April 20, and we are continuing our 
Ask A Master Gardener tables at the Athens 
Limestone Public Library and the Athens Farmers 
Market.  The vegetable gardens we grow, which 
provide produce to Food Banks around the 
county, are in full swing.  We also held our Spring 
Graduation on June 10 at the 1st National Bank 
Community Room, for the Limestone County 
graduating Interns of the TriCounty Master 
Gardeners Course.  Carol Wood, Rebecca 
Hildebrand, and Tamara Fontanez were the 
graduates.    Pam Gregg provided beautiful flower 
arrangements from her cutting garden for our 
tables.  And we sponsored a table for Mother’s 
Day in the Orchard, a fundraiser for the Athens 
Veterans Museum.   Kipp Irland and her crew 
provided the genius behind the decorations and 
food.  We are looking forward to a busy summer! 
 
 

 
 
Carol Wood, Rebecca Hildebrand our TriCounty Coordinator, 
and Rhonda Britton. Photo by Carol Knox 

The crickets felt it was their duty to warn everybody 

that summertime cannot last forever.  

Even on the most beautiful days in the whole year –  

the days when summer is changing into autumn –  

the crickets spread the rumor of sadness and change. 
 

 

 

―E.B. White  
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MASTER GARDENERS OF NORTH ALABAMA 
Ann Tippie 

     The Master Gardeners of North Alabama 
(Madison County) had our annual plant sale on 
May 11. We came close to doubling our previous 
year’s profit. Kudos to the chair, Sue Khoury, the 
co-chair, Alice Brigman, and all the people who 
worked so hard on this year’s plant sale. We have 
another reason to be excited. We have been 
granted permission to build a greenhouse and 
some raised beds on the land behind the Madison 
County Extension Office.  Now, we need to settle 
on a plan for raising the necessary funds. We also 
have been graciously allotted some prime space 
in the Madison County Farmer’s Market across 
the street from the Extension Office. We intend 
to have Wednesday and Saturday activities there. 
Our projects are in full swing. In fact, the 
Horticulture Therapy team picked up a project 
working with the Cardinal School along with their 
regular activities with the daycare clients at the 
Huntsville Senior Center. The school is an 
innovative, educational home school cooperative 
serving Huntsville/Madison, Alabama and 
surrounding areas. The Educational Workshop 
Committee is in the process of finalizing next 

year’s workshops. Our latest workshop was leaf 
and flower pounding at the Huntsville Botanical 
Garden. Everyone had a great time and went 
away with some cool napkins and note cards. Our 
upcoming field trips include visiting longtime 
member Bess Parks to see her garden in Oneonta 
and the Jules Berta Vineyard in Albertville. 
 

 
The Leaf and Flower Pounding Workshop. Photo by: Pam 
Price 

 

August rain:  

the best of the summer gone,  

and the new fall not yet born.  

The odd uneven time. 
 

 

―Sylvia Plath  
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 MOBILE CO MGA 
 Mary Nash 
 

     Elise Saunders was Master Gardener of the Month for 
March; Carol Williams was Master Gardener of the 
Month for April; Pam Pousson was Master Gardener of 
the Month for May.  We have 156 members in the Mobile 
Master Gardeners.   
     Harvest in 2016-2018 was 1,600 pounds from the 
Dream Garden.  The harvest is donated to Haven for 
Hope.    
     In March the Festival of Flowers, the largest outdoor 
flower event on the Gulf Coast, was well displayed by 
President, Martha Brown and her crew.   
     Earth Day, Judy Stout and 22 school children worked at 
Dauphin Island Elementary School. The project has 
provided vegetables to the cafeteria. 
     At our April meeting, Mobile Bay Keepers spoke about 
Apple Snails; for the May Meeting, Sherri Mims shared 
Parks Wildlife Manager's advice to arrange everything on 
paper before beginning; during our June meeting, Jack 
LeCroy gave a lesson on Houseplants; during our August 
meeting, Extension Horticulture Agents took Q&A, and at 
the September meeting, Penny Smith spoke on Why 
Propagation Fails. 
     Mobile Master Gardeners visited the Mobile-Tensaw 
Delta and learned about the flora, fauna, and history of 
the area. 
     Dave Patton spoke about landscape lighting and 

transforming an outdoor living space during the May 
Lunch & Learn.   
     At the first 2019 Out in the Garden get together on 
May 28, Lee Patrick, a friend of Master Gardener Alice 
Marty, was our hostess at her lovely garden. 
     Mobile Master Gardeners will host the Alabama 
Master Gardeners Conference, Gardening with 20/20 
Vision March 29-April 1, 2020. Rene’ Reibling is chairman. 
     Chilton, Autauga and Shelby County hosted the 2019 
AMGA Conference in May.  The theme was Party in the 
Garden.  Several Mobile Master Gardeners attended.  
 

           

Lee Patrick and Master Gardener Alice Marty in the first 
2019 Out in the Garden get together. Photo by Mary Nash  

PIKE CO MGA 
Elaine Knight 
 

     When spring arrived, the Pike County Master 
Gardeners were ready to get their hands in the dirt. One 
of the first things gardeners do is begin repotting their 
plants left from last year. Nell Haigh, Master Gardener, 
gave a very informative presentation on container 
gardening, and she told the Master Gardeners that the 
first thing they should do is choose the right container. 
Nell also suggested using broken pieces of old clay pots or 
pieces of an old screen to cover the hole in the bottom of 
the pot for good drainage. Then she said to fill the pot 
with good potting soil and your favorite plants. She also 
suggests using a tall plant, a medium plant, and a running 
plant. Container gardening is a good type of gardening if 
you have limited space or want to downsize your garden. 
     April was a busy time for the Master Gardeners since 
Troy Fest is the last weekend of the month. This project 
takes a lot of time - advertising the event, planning about 
who will work at what time, how the plants and the 
stands for the plants will get to the booth, and finally  
selling the plants. However, the project was a success this  
 

year, as most every plant was sold, making a good profit 
to go back into the community. Thanks to all of our 
gardeners who worked tirelessly on this project. 
     Now that May has arrived, the gardeners are 
continuing to work on several projects that will benefit 
the community. 

 

                     
MG Nell Haig speaks to Pike County Master Gardeners about 
container gardening. Photo by Elaine Knight 
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Shoals MGA 
Michael Thomason 

 
     Our April monthly meeting featured Pam 
Ruggles, from Pond Springs (Joe Wheeler’s home), 
who provided information on how they did the 
landscape restoration project there. In May, Peggy 
Davis from Lotsa Hosta presented a program on 
Hostas. In June, our own Master Gardener Lisa 
Maples, provided us with a photographic journey 
of her trip through Alaska pointing out the many 
similarities of flowers grown there with those 
grown in our area. 
 
 
 

     Our biggest event of the year, our annual Plant 
Sale, was held in April and was a tremendous 
success. We thank all of you for your support. 
     On May 17 a group of approximately 50 Shoals 
Master Gardeners traveled to the Birmingham 
Botanical Gardens. They enjoyed a tour of the 
gardens, and some were wandering on their own.    
     We have another bus trip scheduled for July 11. 
We will be traveling to Jackson Tn, to attend the 
thirtieth Summer Celebration Lawn and Garden 
Show, held at the West Tennessee AgResearch and 
Education Center. It is always great to hear Carol 
Reese and Jason Reeves give garden sessions at 
this event. 
 
 

SHELBY CO MGA 
Kate Vogel 
 
 

     It has been a busy two years for the Shelby 
County Master Gardeners as we were co-hosts of 
the 2019 Conference in Clanton. Kudos to Sondra 
Henley for her leadership in staging a fun and 
informative conference. 
     So far in 2019, our monthly meetings have 
been on Harvest for Health, Sandra Reaves from 
Ask the Gardener, a field trip to the American 
Village Festival of Tulips, Captain Compost, and 
our Spring Plant Swap.  
     This summer we will have our annual member 

garden tour June 14, at Deb Elliott 's Helena 
garden. Check out her blog at http://
debsgarden.squarespace.com/. In August we 
traditionally have a covered dish lunch and 
member recruitment for the new Interns on their 
first day of class.  
     Projects Chair, Dennis Stanek, is spearheading 
our second summer of gardening in the 
Montevallo Seed-to-Table Community Garden, 
with produce going to Shelby Emergency 
Assistance. Members also assist Montevallo's 
Alabama First 4K class with beds in the garden. 
We call them our Peewee Master Gardeners.  

ST. CLAIR CO MGA 
Pam Garrison 
 

     While working on my first community project 
after joining the St. Clair Master Gardeners 
Association, a fellow gardener told me, “You will 
be so glad you joined this group.  You will meet 
the nicest people.” They were right, and I am glad. 
     One of our current projects is helping with the 
Pell City Community garden. Growing food for the 
community is just about the most rewarding 
project I can think of. Work days are every 
Saturday morning, starting at 6:00 AM. Gardening 
together here is so rewarding. The vegetables go 
to the Senior Center and a couple of food banks. 

Providing fresh local potatoes, tomatoes, peppers, 
peas, and other vegetables to these places 
benefits the whole community. 
     Another project we have become involved in is 
the Shoal Creek Overlook Project at the Alabama 
National Cemetery in Montevallo.  The Support 
Committee for the cemetery, who designed and 
proposed the Overlook, has been making people 
aware of its existence.  When completed, it will 
provide a place for people to gather.  We are 
donating our time to help identify plants in the 
area that are beneficial or invasive, as well as 
having contributed monetarily.   
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TUSCALOOSA CO MGA 
Carolyn Wiggins 
 

     During May Tuscaloosa MGs participated in a 
Hydrangea Propagation Workshop at Aldridge 
Gardens.  Shelby Co. MG Willie Edmiston taught us how to 
grow hydrangeas from seed.  Then Jefferson Co. MG David 
Doggett demonstrated taking cuttings from 
hydrangeas.  Each of the participants received  three 
cuttings from designated plants in the garden to take 
home.  Thanks to Debbie McDonald, Educational Director 
of Aldridge Gardens, for organizing the workshop. 
     Tuscaloosa MG Cheryl Rolf welcomed us to her garden 
for a tour.  Her hydrangeas were in full bloom.  Her garden 
had a lovely blend of textures, shapes, and varieties of 
plants.  Cheryl's ever-evolving vision incorporates unique art 
that inspired us all.   
     Volunteers have been busy planting annuals at  

Hospice of West Alabama, and harvesting berries at the UA 
Arboretum, and Jeremiah's Garden.  On the first and 
second Saturdays of the month, MGs man a table at the 
Northport and Riverwalk Farmer's Markets to give out 
Extension publications.   
     We are looking forward to hearing Elizabeth Cox speak to 
us about herbs at our July meeting.  Photographer Mary 
Means will be sharing her nature photos and giving us tips 
to improve our picture taking at our August meeting. 
Tuscaloosa Master Gardeners meet the second Tuesday of 
each month at 5:30 PM in the Extension Auditorium. 
     On October 5, Carol Reese and Paulette Haygood Ogard 
will be among our speakers at our Fall seminar. To contact 
Tuscaloosa Master Gardeners email us 
at tcmastergardener@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

Master Gardener in foreground Robert Blakney is touring Cheryl Rolf's garden. Photo by Kay Smith 

One must maintain a little bit of summer, even in the middle of winter.  

 

—Henry David Thoreau  

mailto:tcmastergardener@gmail.com
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WALKER CO MGA 
Barbara Higgins 
 

     The Walker County Master Gardener 
Association members are working diligently in our 
community garden with hopes of surpassing our 
last year’s production.  Due to the torrential rains 
at the beginning of our planting season, and then 
the extreme heat and record high temperatures, it 
is beginning to look bleak.   But on a happier 
note, our Master Gardener, Pauline O'Rear, 
brought another dazzling bouquet to adorn our 
speaker's table for our meeting.  I visited her 
home this morning and after seeing all the beauty, 
it soothes the soul and gives a brief illusion that all 
is at peace with the world.  

                            

Fresh from her garden, Pauline O’Rear, brought 

another dazzling bouquet for the speakers table. 

Photo by Barbara Higgins 

Wiregrass MGA 
Chuck McManus 
 

     The Wiregrass Master Gardeners Spring Plant Sale 
was a tremendous success, raising over $14,000 to 
support several worthy causes. It was clearly one of 
the best plant sales ever and was well attended by 
the public. In addition to selling plants, Master 
Gardeners were able to provide education to the 
public on many aspects of caring for the plants, as 
well as how best to use them at their home.  Already 
the Master Gardeners are at work preparing for the 
Fall Plant Sale September 8, eight am to noon, by 
conducting plant digs, taking cuttings, and up-
potting. 
     This year the Wiregrass Master Gardeners have 
been busy working with Aunt Katie’s Community 
Garden in downtown Dothan. Michael Jackson, Aunt 
Katie’s Director and Master Gardener, has a 
wonderful group of eager children from the Boys and 
Girls Club, and the Girls Inc. group. This year MGs will 
teach a variety of topics including victory gardens, 
herbs, composting, and trees. Children learn the 
importance of where our food comes from and how 
to grow it.  
     The Kitchen Garden at Landmark Park continues to 
do well under the care of the Master Gardeners. 
Visitors acquire a greater understanding of the 
lifestyle of rural farm families at the turn of the 
century with a visit to the Kitchen Garden. Master 
Gardeners plan, plant and tend the garden, and 

provide information to the visiting public. During the 
school year, MGs also teach children to till, sow, and 
harvest as part of organized field trips to Landmark.  
Produce from the garden is donated to the Dothan 
Area Food Bank. 
     In July, the Wiregrass Master Gardeners will 
support the Watermelon Tasting event at Landmark 
Park. Coordinated by Master Gardener Tom Boyle, 
visitors get to sample several varieties of 
watermelons grown at Landmark Park. This is a very 
popular event for Master Gardeners and the public. 
Many watermelon facts are shared with the public 
about this flowering ground vine from the gourd 
family.  

            

Left to Right Phyllis Poole, Linda Hendrix, Sue McCabe, and 

Faye Carnley working at the Spring Plant Sale. Photo by 

Devonne Ellis 
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