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AMGA PRESIDENT 
Cathy Maddox 
 
 

                                               Hello, my fellow Master                               
      Gardeners! Well, all the  
      signs  indicate that it is that 
      time of year again…slightly  
      cooler  temperatures, 
      falling leaves, excitement in 
the air. I know what you are thinking…
FOOTBALL!  No, I was referring to time to prepare 
our gardens for the fall and winter months. We all 
know those tasks that are so important to the 
success and beauty of spring and summer blossoms 
and growth – removing debris and dead plants, 
planting trees, shrubs, seeds, and spreading mulch. I 
have my list and will start right away…well, maybe 
just one more cup of coffee. 
     I am so pleased that we now have a complete 
Board of Directors for AMGA with the addition of 
Jim Allen and Frieda Romanchuk as Members at 
Large, and Pat Farmer as Assistant Treasurer.  Your 

AMGA board is a dedicated group of Master 
Gardeners who represent all areas of the state and 
work very diligently to support local MGAs. When 
you see any of them, please thank them for what 
they do for us all. 
     We are fortunate as Master Gardeners that 
AMGA has provided several options for us to 
interact with and learn about each other and our 
local associations. The Advisory Council was 
established for that purpose and as a conduit for 
information between the state AMGA board and 
local MGAs. Any of us are welcome to attend an AC 
meeting, to listen, learn, fellowship and to offer 
input. Please make plans to attend when you 
can.  The AMGA Fall Seminar and the Annual 
Conference and Business Meeting are also 
opportunities to interact with Master Gardeners 
from other local MGAs while we learn and earn 
CEUs. Hopefully, I will see you at those events. 
     Happy Gardening! 
 
 

AC CHAIR 
Ann Scharko  
 

     The Advisory Council meeting took place on 
August 1, 2017, at Petals from the Past in Jemison, 
Al. There were 47 in attendance. The meeting was 
called to order at 10 a.m. After the Welcome, 
Thanks, Minutes approval, and BOD report, Kerry 
Smith reported ACES activities which included that 
the Fall Seminar will be in Auburn on October 12, 
2017.  Kerry also updated us on photo permission 
forms and Harvest For Health. The meeting 
continued with an update on committees and 
discussion on how to find your local MGA. (As I am 

involved in a move, I have realized it is not easy to 
find another association.) 
     Roger Clarke reported on the progress of the 
2018 AMGA Conference to be held in Birmingham. 
He asked for topics to have presented in the 
conference forums. It was debatable as to continue 
501(C) 3 in the forum. Much discussion occurred on 
this topic. Other ideas were presented. 
     The AC meeting concluded with announcements 
and talk of when to schedule the next AC meeting. 
Since the regular meeting date would conflict with 
Election Day, the date was moved to the following 
week, Nov 14. The meeting was adjourned and 
shopping at 'Petals' began! 

https://www.goodreads.com 
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FROM THE OFFICE OF VICE PRESIDENT    

Michael Thomason 
 
 
     I would like to take the 
opportunity to thank you for 
allowing me to serve as your Vice 
President for the Alabama Master 
Gardeners Association. This is a 

humbling experience, a serious position which I do 
not take lightly. I will treat it as such, but I would like 
to say we are going to have fun! 
     I have spent the summer months learning my 
way around and determining what the office of Vice 
President entails. With three conference steering 
committees in full force, I have been busy trying to 
keep up with each and to understand the process.  

One thing I have found out is that we have some 
great people on these steering committees, and I 
look forward to some jam up conferences. Within 
the next year, I will be inviting some local 
associations to host the 2021 conference.  So, if a 

local association or group of associations is jumping 
at the bit to host, let me know, and the board will 
give you full consideration. 
     As your Vice President, I feel like I need to get to 
know you. There are many of you and only one of 
me. During my tenure, I would like to travel around 
the state to meet you. So, don’t be surprised if I 
show up to your monthly meeting. By doing this, I 
can put a face to a name, and there is a connection 
made. Also, I would like to keep an open line of 
communication with each one of you. 
Communication is such an important part of an 
organization such as ours. So, feel free to contact 
me anytime. 
     I look forward to working with the officers and 
board members you have elected. What an exciting 
two years it is going to be working with my fellow 
Master Gardeners. 
     Garden with Authority, 
     Michael  

AMGA AWARDS 
Devonne Ellis 

      
     January 2018 will be here before you know it. 
The awards for next year will be presented in 
Birmingham at the 2018 AMGA Conference May 3-
5. All associations are encouraged to submit award 
nominations by the deadline – January 31, 2018. 
     Order forms for both Reach for the Stars and 
Advanced Badges and Stars Awards are found by 
going to alabamamg.org, looking under “AMGA 
Publications and Forms,” and clicking on “AMGA 
Forms.”  Select and print the forms needed. 
Instructions are on the forms. Checks should be 
made out to AMGA and submitted to the Reach for 
the Stars Chair with the order form. 

Please do not send checks to AMGA Treasurer. 
     Information and instructions for the other award 
nominations are found on the same website, 
alabamamg.org, again under “AMGA Publications 
and Forms.” To see the requirements for 

submission, select “AMGA Awards and Criteria.” 
Each award is listed separately with its unique 
instructions. Please follow those instructions.  
     A change in the Outstanding Newsletter Award 
was instituted a few years ago. There are two 
categories: 1) Associations with sixty or fewer 
members and 2) associations with sixty-one and 
more members. All associations are encouraged to 
make submissions in the appropriate category. If 
your association has won this award you must wait 
three years before your next submission. 
Newsletters to be judged will be announced in 
January.  
     One important note to remember – all nominees 
for AMGA awards, except for the Gary Murray 
Outstanding Service Award- honoring non Master 
Gardeners, must be current AMGA members in 
good standing. 
     Please help AMGA reward its most deserving 
members! Any questions feel free to contact 
Devonne Ellis, devoellis@msn.com.  
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AMGA Communications 
Brenda Tapp 

 

John Muir 

 
https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/j/john_muir.html  
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AMGA MEMBERSHIP 

Mary Howe 

 

     AMGAs paid and lifetime memberships for 2017 
totaled a little over 2,000 at the end August.  
Several discrepancies still exist between 
membership dues submitted to the Treasurer and 
the Dues Tracker postings, so the actual count is 
somewhat questionable. The numbers need to be 
reconciled at the local association level to assure 
AMGA has an accurate membership record.  
     Dues collections for 2018 will be beginning soon, 
and the dues payments need to be posted in the 
Dues Tracker database when payments are sent to 

the AMGA Treasurer. Each association should have 
at least one individual with access to the Dues 
Tracker and preferably at least one alternate 
administrator.  If your association does not have a 
Dues Tracker administrator or needs to make a 
change in the individuals with access, please let me 
know at mary.howe67@gmail.com or by telephone 
at 256-534-4773. Also please let me know if you 
have a membership question or need assistance 
with the Dues Tracker database. 
     Membership cards for 2018 will be available at 
the November Advisory Council meeting for those 
associations that have not received them before the 
meeting. 

FROM THE EDITOR 
 
     The submissions have been great! I had five or 
six articles sent to me before I sent the first 
reminder out. I would like to ask that you put your 
county in the subject line when you send your 
articles. It is so much easier for me to keep track of 
them and less chance of losing them. (see example) 
Thanks for your cooperation. 
     The articles for the Winter Pathways are due no 
later than December 15. You may send them earlier 
if you wish.   
      
 

 
Till next time,  
  Patricia Peoples 

 

AMGA PROJECT FUNDING 
Phil Gatlin 
 

     The Project Funding Program is designed to offer 
grants to local associations in support of community 
projects  where funding is needed. In 2017,  AMGA 
awarded over $4,200 in project funding grants to 
Master Gardener Associations in Baldwin, Calhoun, 
Dallas, and Mobile counties, and also to East Central 
Master Gardeners.   
     It's not too early to begin planning projects for 
2018 where project funding grants could be used.  
To see Program rules, evaluation criteria, and 
application forms, visit the AMGA website at   
http://alabamamg.org/, scroll down to the tab 
AMGA Publications and Forms, click on Forms, and 

then Project Funding Grant Application.  A total of 
$4,500 was available in 2017, and the AMGA BOD 
has endorsed adding additional funding for 2018. 
      The deadline for submission of applications is 
January 15, 2018. The applications will be evaluated 
by the Project Funding Program Committee and 
applicants whose projects are selected will be 
notified by the end of February 2018 and will be 
announced at the State Master Gardener 
Conference in May. 
      Email your applications to the AMGA Project 
Funding Chairman, Phil Gatlin at 
philgatlin70@gmail.com. If you have any questions 
about the Program, please contact Phil at the above 
email address or 256-339-1756.   

Recipients: AMGAnewsletter@gmail.com 

=================================== 

Your County Name - Winter issue 

=================================== 

Example 
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INTERNATIONAL MASTER GARDENERS 
CONFERENCE 
Sheila Bolen 
      
            Everybody that enjoys going to conferences; 
raise your hand - I see lots of hands. Conferences 
are fun, social gatherings where you can catch up 
with old gardening friends, and dig up new 
friendships.  More than that, conferences are 
educational – you never know what you’re going to 
learn!  That thought is what prompted us to attend 
the International Master Gardener Conference in 
Portland – “What can we learn?”  WOW – we 
learned a LOT.  Day One was housekeeping things 
like registration, orientation, learning about 
Portland, tours, etc.  Over the next three full days, 
we had to choose nine breakout sessions of the 54 
topics presented. Topics ranging from motivating 
and retaining Master Gardeners; gardening projects 
for kids; “Eat Your Flowers”; pruning and renovating 
overgrown gardens; beneficial insects; pollinator 
outreach; “Heirlooms, Hybrids, and GMOs – Oh 
My!” plus much more were included in the breakout 
sessions.  The choices were difficult to make but 
worth attending.  
     The first full day of the conference began with 
announcing the winners of the Nationwide Search 
for Excellence. The seven categories saw some 
amazing project winners from Hawaii to Rhode 
Island, including a second place tie for Madison 
County. The winner that got our interest was the 
Grafted Vegetable Garden Trials done by Harry 
Olson and Tobie Habeck, Marion County MG, 
OR.  Amazing results and we will be trying this. 
     Each of the next three days started with a Key 
Note speaker. “Welcome to Subirdia” speaker John 
Marzluff spoke on birds found in suburbia; Dan 
Hinkley spoke on “The Forgotten Elements of Good 
Design” and the closing speaker on Friday, Renee 
Shepherd, owner and founder of Renee’s Garden 
Seeds spoke on “Garden to Table From Seed.” Tons 
of information was included from all speakers. 

     The Oregon Convention Center was a great 
facility that is powered totally by solar. The weather 
was fantastic, the food great, and the vendors 
covered a wide spectrum of goods, plants, books, 
and crafty items. 
     I could go on and on about what we learned, the 
sights we saw, the folks we met but space is limited, 
so I will just say WOW, or as the spokesperson for 
the 2019 IMGC in Valley Forge, PA said “OMG! - 
Oregon Master Gardeners - OMG!”  It was 
awesome. I encourage all of you to attend the 2019 
IMGC if you can.  If interested in knowing more 
about the conference feel free to contact me 
at sheilabolen@hotmail.com.  BTW, if you drive be 
sure to make hotel reservations for the whole drive 
there and back – it’ll keep you from driving all night 
because you can’t find a hotel room. 

Sheila and Jack Bolen; East Central AL MG, and  
Michael Thomason; Shoal MG  

Autumn is a second spring when every leaf is a flower.  

Albert Camus          https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/a/albert_camus.html  
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 2016 FRED EVANS  
INTERN OF THE YEAR AWARD 
Jean Lee 
 

          Glenn Huovinen, 2016 Fred Evans Intern of 
the Year Award recipient, completed the Master 
Gardener class in the Fall of 2015 and earned over 
200 volunteer hours during his Intern year. He 
worked at the Helpline Desk, Demonstration 
Vegetable Garden (DVG), Plant Sale,  and Lunch 
and Learn program in Autauga County, to name a 
few. Regional Agent Mallory Kelley states: “There 
are no words to describe the energy and 
manpower he has brought to the DVG.” 
     The unique part of the Master Gardener 
Program is that Master Gardeners bring a working 
knowledge of horticulture with them, but they also 
bring a variety of other skills that benefit the 
program. Such is the case of Glenn, who brings 
woodworking skills that are being used to build 
“bee hotels.” He drills holes in posts that are 
placed throughout the landscape, providing a safe 
haven for bees and other pollinators and increasing 
pollination activity in the area, which is essential to 
successful gardening. 
     When asked to identify his favorite plant, he 
stated the variegated flax lily was among his 
favorites. He propagates the plant and uses it in 
many of the landscaping projects in Autauga 
County. 
     Glenn is leading the Lunch and Learn program 

this year. His job includes creating flyers, handouts 
for each month’s topic, speaker coordination, 
along with setup and takedown.  He is also 
developing PowerPoint presentations on Small 
Space Gardening.  
     Glenn praises the Extension Office for the work 
that they do in the community. He calls Extension 
the hidden gem because so many people are 
unaware of the purpose of Extension and their 
impact on the community. Congratulations to 
Glenn on receiving this great honor and 
recognition!              

                
 
            The 2016 Fred Evans Intern Of The Year Award,  
            Glenn Huovinen. Photo by Sandy Huovinen  

Life starts all over again  

when it gets crisp in the fall.  

 - F. Scott Fitzgerald 

― F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby                                                                                       https://www.goodreads.com 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3190.F_Scott_Fitzgerald
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3190.F_Scott_Fitzgerald
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/245494
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 2016 FRED EVANS  
INTERN OF THE YEAR AWARD 
Jean Lee 
 

     Rene Reibling, 2016 Fred Evans Intern of the 
Year lives by the rule, “If You Aren’t Learning, You 
Aren’t Living” 
     Rene Reibling, earned 732 hours during her first 
18 months in the Master Gardener program. With 
a Master’s Degree in Education and a career as a 
school librarian, Rene was planning her retirement 
and knew that she would not be a couch potato.  
She, along with a friend, starting visiting some civic 
organizations, looking for a place to continue 
working and learning. They signed up for a Fall 
Seminar lead by Master Gardeners, and the rest is 
history. With her busy career, she had little time 
for gardening, but as a child spent many summers 
on her grandparents’ farm. She remembers the 
tomato and cucumber sandwiches vividly that she 
and her cousins would make for lunch. 
     Rene focuses on the Lunch and Learn Programs 
sponsored by the Master Gardeners of Mobile 
County, putting together programs and teaching 
classes. She loves to continue learning about plants 
and flowers. In addition to all the hours devoted to 
MG programs, she still finds time to teach one day 
a week at the Original School for the Deaf and 
Blind Children.  This satisfies the need that she still 
has to teach children, now that she has retired.  
Ellen Huckabay, REA Agent for the Southwest 

Region, states, “In my five years as an agent and 
four years working with the Master Gardeners, I 
have never known a more enthusiastic volunteer.” 
     When asked to identify her favorite flower, she 
was quick to name the Gardenia.  As a child, she 
has great memories of the wonderful fragrance 
that would flow into their homes with open 
windows.  
     In addition to all the activities she has going on, 
she will be stepping up to serve as Chair of the 
2020 AMGA Conference that will be hosted by 
Mobile County. Congratulations to Rene on 
receiving this great honor and recognition!  
       
 
 

  "Winter is an etching,  
                     spring a watercolor,  
                  summer an oil painting,  

and autumn a mosaic of them all." 

                                   

--Stanley Horowitz, Poet  

The 2016 Fred Evans Intern Of The Year Award, Rene 
Reibling. Selfie by Rene 
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HARVEST FOR HEALTH IS GROWING 
Renée Thompson 

 
     The Harvest for Health program continues to Grow.   First time gardens are popping up all across Alabama 
thanks to our Alabama Master Gardeners.  Cancer survivors, who are 65 years or older, are beginning to learn the 
benefits of gardening through the Harvest for Health program alongside their Master Gardener. 
     Harvest for Health is a gardening intervention program for cancer survivors through UAB and ACES funded by 
the National Institute of Health. Through these home gardens, studies have shown promising results due to in-
creased fruit and vegetable intake and increased physical activity.    
     Getting involved with this project could make a world of difference for you as a Master Gardener and the can-
cer survivor.  A program like Harvest for Health challenges you to grow, to learn more, and in the process to give 
more. One of the most exciting things I have learned about the Master Gardener community is the discovery that 
we are a part of something bigger than ourselves.  
     This life changing program will continue through August 2021.There will be many opportunities for you as a 
Master Gardener to be involved in a program that benefits both the mentors and the participants.     
     Harvest for Health updates: 
     Cohort 1 started in February 2017 with the spring garden and is off to a wonderful start.  We have 30 Master 
Gardeners mentoring in the following counties: Jefferson, Blount, Calhoun, Cullman, St. Clair, Tuscaloosa, and 
Walker alongside 20 cancer survivors.  One of our current Master Gardeners writes, “It is going to be a wonderful 
year gardening with my new friend.”    

Cohort 1: Jefferson, Calhoun, St. Clair, Blount, Tuscaloosa, Cullman, Walker 
Feb. 15, 2017-Feb. 2018 (year one)  
Feb. 15, 2018- Feb. 2019 (year two) 

     Cohort 2 started in April 2017 with the summer garden and is also off to a wonderful start.   We have 21 Master 
Gardeners mentoring in the following counties in Montgomery, Chilton, Shelby and Autauga Counties alongside 
11 cancer survivors. One of our current Master Gardeners said that she enjoys the role of teaching and in the pro-
cess watching someone develop the love of gardening.  

     Cohort 2: Montgomery-North, Chilton, Shelby, Autauga 
Apr. 15, 2017-Apr 2018 (year one) 
Apr 15, 2018-Apr 2019 (year two) 

     Cohort 3 starts in August 2017 in Mobile and Baldwin County.    
     Cohort 3: Mobile, Baldwin 

Aug 15, 2017-Aug 2018 (year one)  
  Aug 15, 2018-Aug 2019 (year two) 

     Cohort 4 will start in February 2018 with the spring garden.   It will be in the following counties: Madison,    
Marshall, Limestone, Morgan, Lauderdale, Jackson, DeKalb, Cherokee and Etowah.   

     Cohort 4: Madison, Marshall, Limestone, Morgan, Lauderdale, Jackson, DeKalb, Cherokee, Etowah 
Feb 15, 2018-Feb 2019 (year one)  
Feb 15, 2019-Feb 2020 (year two)  

     So many stories and adventures await in the following Cohorts.       
     Cohort Schedule for 5 – 8 will be in Pathways at a later time. 
 
     If you are interested in learning more about the Harvest for Health program, please contact Renée Thompson 
at thomprw@auburn.edu. 
                                                                                             

                                                                 

mailto:thomprw@auburn.edu
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WE’RE ALL IN THE FAMILY  

     Do you know the many members of our Master Gardener family? Do you know that our kinships reach 
between you, the individual MG, your local MG association, your Extension Agent, the rest of Extension, 
and the Alabama Master Gardeners Association? We all have a responsibility to our program’s success. 
When you contribute to a County Fair, teach a new Habitat for Humanity homeowner about pruning, or 
any other outreach activity reported each year, you support the future of our Master Gardener family.  
     Another family member you might not know is the ACES-MG Steering Committee. This committee is a 
statewide Extension Committee guiding the overall organization and direction of the program. The State 
MG Program Coordinator (me) recruits committee members and seeks representation from MG’s and Ex-
tension.  
     Since the Steering Committee was inactive for a few years, its 2016 activities revolved around an infor-
mal statewide survey (email and phone) of all MG associations. We needed to know the state of the state. 
We asked each MGA to tell us about one or more favorite volunteer projects, give a few details about it, 
and tell how they felt it added value to their community. Our goal was to assess:  

- If there is another measure of MG’s community “value” than reporting hours, and  
- If we are already telling the full story of Alabama MGs?  

    Along the way we learned these activities below repeat as favorites (20 of 34 MGAs replied):  
* Public education programs (county fairs, speakers’ bureaus, library programs, Lunch & Learn, 

partner programs, ACES/Auburn programs, and Ask a MG, etc.)   
*Demo/food gardens (in partnership with others, as stand-alone, for community education events, 

donating produce to local charities) 
*Community landscapes (historic properties, botanical gardens, Habitat for Humanity, parks, etc.) 
*Horticulture therapy (local facilities, Harvest for Health) 
*Youth programs (schools, 4H, Girls Ranch, etc.) 
*Fundraisers (various forms) 

We also learned that many MGAs make financial donations each year. Your combined, 2016 philanthropy 
totaled more than $50,000. That’s additional to your scholarship contributions!  
     Reviewing our survey findings was inspiring, to say the least. The Committee agrees that these are in-
deed solid examples of MGs adding value to their communities while supporting the MG and ACES mis-
sion. We also feel that this survey should become an annual, formal request from the State MG Program 
Coordinator.  
     In early October, I will send this survey to all MG presidents and AC representatives via email. We need 
to hear from every MG association. Sharing your locally important projects helps illustrate our full story - a 
story of the Master Gardener program’s tremendous statewide value. 
 
     Thank you all for your support of ACES and MG, 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

[2016 ACES-MG Steering Committee members: Jarry Taylor, Rick Cybulsky, Ann Scharko, Martha Burnett, 
Dennis Pinkard, Tom Boyle, Mallory Kelley. “New 2017 member: Maureen “Mo” Corley”] 
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HappeningsHappenings  
AUTAUGA CO MGA 
Ofie McCoy 
 
     Autauga County Master Gardeners joined 
Autauga Forest and Wildlife Advisory Council 
yielding double fun for kids and adults!  A “Creek 
Life” event was held in August with four exploratory 
stations for the kids to investigate.  ACES agent Chris 
Jaworowski spoke on water mammals and allowed 
kids to see and touch mammal skins while providing 
an explanation of their function in the water system.  
A close-up look at life under a microscope was led 
by AWW community director, Mona Dominguez.  
The children were able to look at larvae and other 
minute water life under microscopes.  It was a real 
eye-opener!  Rebecca Beardon of GSA took the 
children into a creek scooping up water life and 
explaining each of the critters’ part in the creek eco 
system.  Robert Hastings brought live snakes, 
venomous and friendly, for the children to view and 
hold.  Parents, for the most part, stayed far back!  It 
was an event enjoyed by all, and it is hoped to be 
the first of many such partnerships. 
     When neighbors in Houston, Texas needed help, 
Autauga County Master Gardeners Association 
answered the call.  Members heard about a local 
church that was putting together personal care kits 
to provide victims with the ability to wash up.  
Members of ACMG led by concern and compassion 
for those devastated by Hurricane Harvey 

immediately decided to send help in the way of a 
donation in the amount of $500. Master Gardeners 
from Montgomery, led by Gail Cotney, used the 
donation to purchase supplies to assemble 137 
hygiene kits and purchased 17 box fans to be 
delivered to people displaced by Hurricane Harvey.   
 
 

 

Dr. Bob Hastings retired marine biologist, holding live snake. 

Photo by Ofie McCoy 

Summer ends, and Autumn comes, and he who would  
have it otherwise would have high tide always  

and a full moon every night.  
Hal Borland                                                                            https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/halborland389782.html  
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BALDWIN CO MGA 
Paula Pritchett 
 

     In August, Baldwin County Master Gardeners 
and Baldwin County 4-H offered a Summer Field 
Day for Kids. Tanys Waldron and I worked with 
Heather LeGrand, 4-H Regional Extension Agent to 
plan the event.  A full day of activities was 
provided. 
     During the morning, the children rotated from 
one activity to another.  Phyllis and George 
Holman brought a wide selection of food they had 
canned, some dehydrated items for sampling, and 
also the equipment that they use in preserving 
food. They explained the benefits of canning, 
demonstrated dehydrating, and answered many 
questions. Marilyn Mannhard started marigolds 
from seed so each child could plant a flower to 
take home. Her learning station was outside so we 
made sure she was under a tree in the shade!  
Rebecca Catalena, a 4-H Agent from Mobile, made 
blueberry jam with the kids. In case you are 
wondering, blueberries, sugar and pectin are 
zipped in a plastic bag and squished with little 
fingers until they become jam. City of Daphne’s 
Ashley Campbell’s learning station raised 
awareness of the future of clean water.   
     Heather conducted a yoga activity that children, 
as well as adults, enjoyed.  After a hot dog lunch 

and watermelon spitting contest, Nicole Nygaard 
brought her bees and had an excellent lesson for 
the children. 
     This day could not have run so smoothly 
without additional jobs handled by Fran Ables, Jeff 
Doherty, JoAnn Jordan, Gerry Lester, Joyce Price, 
Shirley Ryals, Ann Shirley, Tampa Sykora, and 
Verna Thwait.  Also, working alongside our 
members were Gary Thwait and Florida Master 
Gardener, Ann Lemis. 
 

 

Tanys Waldron, Heather LeGrand, Paula Pritchett, event 
organizers. Photo by Cathy Banning 

Instructions found at http://blog.consumercrafts.com/decor-home/decorative-leaf-bowl/ 
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CALHOUN CO MGA 
Sherry Blanton      
 
     Our local Association hosted Fall Fest, an annual 
event sponsored by the Calhoun County Extension 
Office at Cane Creek Community Gardens. Fall 
Fest, akin to an old fashioned country fair, offered 
a variety of fun activities for children including 
games, hay rides, pony rides, and wild animal 
shows. For the adults, we had arts and crafts, a 
bake sale, and canning, flower, and quilt shows. 
     There have been several construction projects 
at Cane Creek Community Gardens. Our 
greenhouse is up; MG volunteers built a 
wheelchair ramp; a barn is being added. We are 
grateful to the dedicated Master Gardeners who 
keep our grounds beautiful. 
     MG volunteers at Tree Amigos Horticultural 
Program and Longleaf Botanical Gardens are 
collecting and propagating plants for their spring 
sales. 
     Dani Carroll educated us in August about the 
importance of native pollinators and beneficial 
insects.  
     Our Lunch and Learn series ended in September 
for 2017 with a program by Hayes Jackson on 

tropical plants that do well in our county. Lunch 
and Learn will start back in April 2018.  
     Mike Rushing spoke about “The Aging Gardener 
and the Aging Garden” at our September monthly 
meeting. 
     Our annual business meeting, the dedication of 
our new greenhouse, and elections are ahead of 
us. 
     Happy fall to everyone!  
    

 

L-R: Jane Auiler and Judy Shew help with the construction of 
our wheelchair ramp. 

Photo by Sherry Blanton  

CAPITAL CITY MGA 
Betsy Coley 
 
     The “Cut and Color for the Fall Season” seminar 
was a success with over 100 attendees. Karen 
Weber and Jason Powell both gave informative and 
interesting presentations. The garden at Grace 
Episcopal Church, the site of the seminar, was a 
popular attraction. 
     The CCMGA Lunch and Learn programs continue 
to be popular. Some of the topics that have been 
presented include: “Selecting and Caring for Roses,” 
by Gloria Purnell, Birmingham Rose Society; “Name 
that Tree,” by Patrick Cook, Alabama Forestry 
Commission; and “Fall Gardening for Spring Color,” 
by Cindy Berg, Master Gardener. 

     At Rose House in Old Alabama Town, pairs of 
CCMGA volunteers work two-week stints to do what 
it takes to keep the garden beautiful. Since school 
groups tour Old Alabama Town year-round, the 
garden is planted so that something is always in 
bloom. 
     Many of our members will be exhibiting and 
working at the Flower Show at the Alabama 
National Fair in October. 
     Lilly’s Garden committee members worked to be 
sure the teaching garden at Forest Avenue Magnet 
School was in top shape when the students 
returned. Plans have been made for exciting student 
activities in the coming academic year. 
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CENTRAL ALABAMA MGA 
Iva Haynie 
 

     Our July Lunch and Learn program on tree 
identification was attended by 32 participants. It 
was a very informative program. 
     At the August monthly meeting, we enjoyed a 
program entitled "Getting Ready For Fall" given by 
Maria Pacheco West. She noted some things to 
plant in the spring for fall color. The August Lunch 
and Learn Program on Preserving Garden Bounty 
was presented to 20 attendees. 
     Three of our Master Gardeners received 
advanced Master Gardener certificates in the fields 
of horticulture videography, sustainable gardening, 
and herbs. 
     The nominating committee is busy recruiting 
officers for the upcoming year. They will be installed 
during the December Christmas luncheon. 

     After several months of reporting slow progress 
on Farm Bot, there has finally been a breakthrough. 
Farm Bot is now communicating! 
     Our Stubborn Old Gardeners videos on U- tube 
have had over 2500 views. We are excited about 
this and look forward to producing more videos. 
     On September 23, there will be a Papercrete 
workshop for our Master Gardeners.  Surely some 
interesting items will be produced. 
     The new Intern class is underway with 25 
members. It is exciting to have new workers in the 
making. 
     Work is ongoing in the learning gardens, the 
Millbrook farmers market, the Governor’s mansion, 
Montgomery Botanical Gardens, and the Help Line 
which is winding down for this season. 
     There are seminars to attend and gardening to be 
done. Can't quit now. 
 

CHEROKEE CO MGA      
Barry W. Kerr 
 
     Master Gardeners in Cherokee County are 
making a positive impact as we have been very busy 
during the growing season sharing the joy of plants, 
gardening, and the need to bring beauty to our 
community. A great team of volunteers headed by 
Becky McMichen and Tillie Morgan have tackled a 
few projects. 
     The Annual Master Gardener Plant Sale was held 
April 29 in Centre City Park. Our Master Gardeners 
spent many hours growing plants for the event and 
conducting the sale. The 2017 sale included trees, 
shrubs, flowers, annuals, perennials, grasses, and 
vegetables. The proceeds from the sale provide 
funds for two horticulture students at Auburn 
University. 
     Master Gardeners met on a beautiful Saturday in 
March to plant a tree in memory of Felissa Morgan 
who provided much assistance during the formative 
years of Cherokee Master Gardeners.  Felissa was 
employed by the Alabama Cooperative Extension 
Program.  The Master Gardeners of Cherokee are 
deeply thankful for Felissa Morgan’s contribution to 
our organization. 
     Ongoing beautification projects maintained by 

our organization include the following: Centre City 
Hall, Centre City Park, Ed Yarborough, Dixie Youth 
Ball Park, and Cherokee Rock Village.  
     Hopewell Community Center at McCord’s 
Crossroads was recently landscaped under the 
leadership of Master Gardener, Judy Hopper, and 
our organization’s volunteers.  
     The “FALL Season” will provide many 
opportunities for our organization to continue 
serving our Great Community! 
 

 
    Ed Yarborough Park, Dixie Youth Ball Park.  
    Photo by Becky McMichen  
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CHILTON COUNTY MGA 
 Sondra Henley 
 
     Sue Webb, our Vice President and Program 
Chairman, scheduled many interesting speakers for 
our monthly meetings. We have heard from Jane 
McCarthy about the Governor’s Mansion landscape, 
and an update was given on the Montgomery 
Botanical Gardens located at Oak Park. Jane has 
worked to save plant material while moving other 
material to the right conditions at the Governor’s 
Mansion. Amanda and Lee Borden gave us insights 
from their experiences with fall and winter vegetable 
gardens.  
     We had our annual Plant Swap at Lee and Walley 
Walters’ on Lake Mitchell with good attendance and 
lots of plants shared.  

     CCMGA has missed working with Chilton Research 
Extension Center (CREC) on its annual EXPO (Farm, 
Wildlife, and Home EXPO). Due to other 
commitments, it was not held this year.  The 
camaraderie the Master Gardeners gain in peeling 
fruit, making ice cream and salsa, slicing fruit, 
serving fruit and other food items, meeting people 
from all over Chilton and out lying counties cannot 
be found in other activities.  
     Our Demo Garden located at the CREC is doing 
well in its second year. The garden is open 24/7 with 
an open invitation for all to walk through and see 
how much everything has grown. 
     Plans are now in the making for the 2017 
Christmas Tour, 2018 Spring Plant Sale, and the 2019 
AMGA Conference that Chilton will host along with 
Autauga and Shelby County MGA. 

COVINGTON CO MGA 
Mary Ann Gantt 
 

     Covington County Master Gardeners landscaped 
the Habitat for Humanity house recently completed 
in Florala, incorporating the needs and ideas of the 
happy owners. Landscaping new homes continues as 
an ongoing project with Habitat. 
     Plans for our first “Lunch and Learn,” Growing 
and Cooking with Herbs, were thrown for a loop by 
Hurricane Irma. Tickets were sold, and ingredients 
for the herb-related recipes were ready, but we 
gathered at the Extension Office on Sunday 
afternoon to plan for a new date! Ticket holders 
were notified of the cancellation for September 11 
and told of the new date of October 2. We are 

pleased with the interest in the community and the 
participation of local businesses. Enthusiastic Master 
Gardener participation is key to the success of this 
project. 
     Master Gardeners statewide are invited to 
participate in the spring Conecuh National Forest 
Open House. The date will be announced later. 
Covington County Master Gardeners fund the bus 
transportation for this event from the Covington 
County Extension Office in Andalusia. You may use 
your own transportation, but it is fun to ride a 
school bus and make new friends who also love our 
natural resources. The presentations are 
outstanding and will broaden your horizons about 
our local resources. 

 
 ― Lauren DeStefano                                                                                                                                   https://www.goodreads.com 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4103366.Lauren_DeStefano
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CULLMAN CO MGA 
Jennifer Underwood 
 
     The CCMGAI continues to branch out! Thanks to 
a grant from the City of Cullman, a new project is 
about to take root. MGs will be creating a new 
garden in Cullman County to commemorate the 
Alabama Bicentennial. The grant will help offset the 
cost of stonework, soil, and plants, to include a 
camellia as well as various native plants. We will 
maintain the garden throughout the bicentennial 
celebration, which ends in 2019. 
     In other outreaches, our Demonstration Garden 
and Rain Garden each won Beautification Awards 
from Cullman County PALS (People Against a 
Littered State) this June. 
     In July, MGs enjoyed a tour through the 
Wildflower Garden at Sportsman Lake Park, 
followed by fellowship and refreshments. 
     September 21-30, MGs will volunteer at Crop 
Registration and the MG Fair Booth at the Cullman 
County Fair. This year's Fair Booth theme is "Victory 
Gardens," and we hope to be victorious at securing 
another blue ribbon for our display.  We recently 

expanded our reach at the Fairgrounds by installing 
Raised Bed Demos, with food donations to be made 
to the Senior Center.   
     As the gardening season comes to a close, we will 
be planning other interesting and exciting activities 
for the coming spring. 

 

Drew Green, Chairman of the Cullman Bicentennial 
Committee, presents a check awarded by the City of Cullman 
to Teresa Goodwin of Cullman Master Gardeners at the 
Cullman County Museum. Others in attendance are (from left 
to right): Sonya Nail (MG), Oscar Goodwin, Carole Motter 
(MG), Pat Sharpton (MG), Renee Lamar (MG), Lora Raley (MG), 
Pete Douthit (MG), Donnie Douthit (MG), Beverly Cole (MG). 
Photo credit - W.C. Mann / The Cullman Tribune (used with 
permission) 

EAST CENTRAL ALABAMA MGA 
Sheila Bolen 
 
     Is everybody as ready for cooler weather as we at 
East Central Alabama MG are?  I bet so.  Mowing 
the yard and weeding the flower beds is not near 
the chore in cooler weather!  We at East Central 

have had a calm summer; our school gardens were 
planted with cover crops, so they are ready to go for 
fall plantings. Since we finished the Outdoor Class-
room at Wedowee Elementary School, there will be 
a lot of learning and hands-on opportunities for the 
kids. Here’s looking forward to a great fall! 

Indian Summer 

― William Cullen Bryant                                                                                                                                    https://www.goodreads.com 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/261686.William_Cullen_Bryant
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ETOWAH CO MGA 
Carol Link 
 
     At Etowah County Master Gardener’s July meeting, 
a patriotic program was presented, with local Master 
Gardeners providing the entertainment. We 
recognized our Veterans for their service to our 
country.  In August, our speaker was Greg Douglas, 
who gave a presentation on Wood Carving.  In 
September, the program was provided by Scott Lee 
from Maraella Winery. 
     The Horticulture Helpline, which re-opened for 
operation in April, staffed by area Master Gardeners, 
from Etowah, Marshall and DeKalb Counties, will 
continue serving the public until the end of September 
and then close for the season. 
     Etowah County Master Gardeners will host a plant 
swap on Association Property, on October 28, which is 
open to anyone who would like to attend. No money 
ever exchanges hands. Plants and garden related items 
are exchanged only. For more information, contact 
Alice Pruett by phone at 256-442-3291, or by email at 
abpruett@bellsouth.net.  
     The Etowah County Association is involved in The 
Harvest for Health Program, by providing assistance 
and funding for gardening kits for Cancer survivors to 
grow and harvest their own organically grown 
vegetables. 
      
 
 

An educational bus trip is planned for September 27th. 
Janice Hatley, our trip planner, has a special Tennessee 
Mystery trip planned that will include entertainment, 
lunch, and a historical tour.  

 
 

  

 

     In July, during the patriotic program, Master 
Gardener, Patty Cunningham, plays and sings for 
the crowd.  Photo by Janice Hatley 

JACKSON CO MGA 

Tom Gallagher 

 
     On Thursday, June 1, 2017, we held our annual Ice 
Cream Social. It was a pot luck event that culminates 
in a delicious variety of ice cream desserts.  
      July presenter was Wendy Walker, Horticulturist, 
Guntersville, Alabama. Wendy shared information and 
details that explained the progression and 
development of the landscaping and plantings located 
on the main street (Hwy 431.)  
     During that meeting, Rhonda Britton, our new ACES 
Regional Extension Agent, shared information 
concerning upcoming Jackson County classes and a 
new “Lunch and Learn” program that she will 
coordinate, which will be held monthly in Jackson 

County. This new program started on August 23, 2017, 
and was about “Fall Vegetable Gardening” and was 
held at the Jackson County Senior Center.  
     The August 3 presenters were Jim and Connie Goff 
who did a program on “Tropical Flowers” with many 
slides from their recent trip to Hawaii.  
     Starting September 7, 2017, our new meeting place 
will be at the Jackson County Senior Center (COA). The 
meeting room will not be available until after 10:00 
am. Our meeting will not begin until 10:30 am. 
     In September, Peggy Craven presented a program 
showing photos of her yard that she converted from 
an over grown woods to a beautifully landscaped yard. 
She gave us all pointers on different species of plants 
that work well in a forested area. 
     In September we had a booth at the County Fair. 

file:///C:/Users/patricia/AppData/Local/Temp/Temp1_archive%20(18).zip/abpruett@bellsouth.net
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JEFFERSON CO MGA 
Fletcher Harvey 
 

     While most of our colleagues are excited about 
plant sales, fall planting and exciting events in 
neighboring counties, the folks in Jefferson County are 
checking “all the above” and adding further 
preparations for an outstanding AMGA Conference in 
2018. We are pleased to introduce three of our 
featured speakers. 
     Felder Rushing! We could probably stop there, but 
for the benefit of those who have been under a pile of 
compost for the last couple of years, he is the author 
of 18 gardening books, including the popular Slow 
Gardening. He established the Master Gardener 
program in his native Mississippi and can sometimes 
be found in his fascinating garden or a charming 
cottage in Jackson unless he’s somewhere else. 
Perhaps the world’s authority on bottle trees, his 
banquet topic will probably be “Yard Art –The Good, 
the Bad and the Unbelievable,” unless he changes his 
mind. 
     Lois Trigg Chaplin wrote The Southern Gardener’s 
Book of Lists, which is often considered the southern 
gardener’s bible. Her topic will be “A Garden’s 
Blessings, Refreshments for the Soul,” based on her 
popular book by the same name. Following years as 
Gardening Editor at Southern Living Magazine, she 
enjoyed a stint as Marketing Director at Bonnie Plant 

Farms. Lois, with her photographer husband Van, lives 
and gardens in Birmingham.    
     James McClintock is a world renowned biologist at 
UAB who studies aspects of marine biology in 
Antarctica (the VERY Deep South) and elsewhere. 
Drawing on two of his popular books, Lost Antarctica 
and A Naturalist Goes Fishing, as well as his vast 
experience, his keynote speech on Friday will be “A 
Glimpse at the Big Picture…From the Antarctic 
Peninsula to the Cahaba River, the Vital Aspects of 
Climate Change.” A timely topic indeed! 
 

 
Three of the speakers’ books featured: Slow Gardening by 
Felder Rushing; A Naturalist Goes Fishing by James McClintock 
and The Southern Gardener’s Book of Lists by Lois Trigg 
Chaplin. Photo by Fletcher Harvey 

LEE CO MGA 
David Peterson 
 
     The LCMG Summer Potluck Social was held August 
17 at Holy Trinity Episcopal Church in Auburn. 
     Many came early to set up and chat with old friends 
or make some new ones!  
     Three speakers provided an informative ending to a 
great meal.  
     Julia Freeman attended the AMGA annual 
conference, last spring. She shared with us information 
about Million Pollinator Gardens and how we can 
participate in making our home gardens and our 
LCMGA demonstration gardens into pollinator 
gardens. For more information go to 
millionpollinatorgardens.org 
     Cathy Shepard shared information about the 
upcoming field trip to Petals from the Past, who will 
provide a speaker in October, and also has many 

native shrubs and perennials available for sale.  
     Debbie Murphy enthusiastically shared her and her 
husbands’ home bee keeping adventures.  Local honey 
was provided for a tasty treat as Debbie provided 
details about bee keeping and encouraged the 
audience to consider the challenge.  

 

LCMG enjoying a summer potluck social held at Holy Trinity 

Episcopal Church in Auburn. Photo by David Peterson 
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LIMESTONE CO MGA 
Carol Knox 
 

     The Limestone County Master Gardeners have 
had a busy quarter.  Our volunteers have been 
working every Saturday since May manning an Ask A 
Master Gardener table at the Athens Farmers 
Market, and along with that we sponsored a 
Children’s Corner to educate and entertain the 
children coming with their parents.  We also man a 
table one day a week at the Library to answer library 
patrons gardening questions. Polly Greek and her 
volunteers planted, maintained and are continuing 
to harvest vegetables from a demonstration garden. 
Those vegetables go to a consolidated Church 
pantry. We also have many members who support 
the Huntsville Botanical Garden with some HBG 
projects.  Kipp Irland writes a weekly gardening 
column for the local newspaper and Jay Shaw and 
his committee develop and present educational 

workshops or programs at our local Lowes store. We 
also sponsor a Yard of the Month for homes in 
Athens city limits. All of that is in addition to our 
regular programs at monthly MG meetings and 
volunteering at the TriCounty Master Gardener 
Course. So, we are all ready to slow down a bit for 
the winter! 

MARSHALL CO MGA 
Annette Williams 
 

     Rains this spring caused our group of volunteers 
to get a late start planting.  As a result, no early 
greens were planted. This year the group grew 
carrots, cucumbers, squash, corn, eggplant, 
peppers, tomatoes, and much much more 
vegetation.  
     So far, the volunteers have harvested over 7,000 
pounds. There is never an unused spot in the 
garden. A new crop is planted as soon as one comes 
out. Leaf mulch keeps the weeds out, and the drip 

irrigation system keeps the ground moist. 
     Mister J.D. Swartzlander, MCMG, and CASA 
garden lead volunteer says, "If you've ever given 
fresh food to someone in need and seen the look on 
their face, it’s reward in its self." Our vegetable 
donations last from March to November. 
     Mister Ray Barnes says to get your fall garden in 
now. Broccoli, cauliflower, and brussel sprouts are 
great additions to your fall garden.  
     For flower lovers, throw in Hurricane Lilies, a 
vigorous flowering plant. Here is hoping fall is a 
prosperous, growing season for all. 

The Limestone County Master Gardener members are enjoying 
a presentation by Jane Gossett on Flower Arranging at our  
August meeting. Photo by Carol Knox 

 

― Ella Wheeler Wilcox                                                                                                                          https://www.goodreads.com 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/186471.Ella_Wheeler_Wilcox
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MOBILE CO MGA 
Mary Nash 
 
     Mobile Master Gardeners have a total of 142 
members. The 2017 Intern Class began on August 9 
with 20 Interns. Master Gardener of the Month for 
June was Elisa Baldwin (2006); August; Alice Marty 
(2007), and September; Jo Hayes (1999). 
     On October 11, we took a trip to New Orleans 
Botanical Gardens which features 2,000 plants from 
around the world. Botanical Gardens in New Orleans 
City Park comprise twelve acres and were unveiled in 
1936 as a part of the restructuring of City Park. We 
completed the trip with a lunch stop at Acme Oyster 
House in Metairie and a fun shopping trip to Perino's 
Nursery and Gifts. 
    Mobile Master Gardeners are replanting a pollinator 
site at Dauphin Island Elementary School this fall. 
 

 Dauphin Island is a barrier island located three miles 
south of the mouth of Mobile Bay in the Gulf of 
Mexico. It is the last stop for Monarch butterflies 
(official state insect) as they are on their migratory 
path to Sierra Madre Mountains in Mexico. At 
Dauphin Island, Monarchs feed on the nectar of 
blooming plants before migrating. 
     Upcoming events include: December 1-2: Master 
Gardener Greenery Sale which funds our educational 
programs and scholarship award.   
     December 10: Awards Banquet and Christmas Party 
at ACES. 
     February 17, 2018: Mobile County Master Gardener 
Educational Seminar. 
     Mobile will host the 2020 Alabama Master 
Gardeners Conference March 29-April 1, 2020.  The 
conference will be held at the Renaissance Mobile 
Riverview Plaza Hotel. 

 

The people in the photo are all our new 2017 Interns. Roy Suberly, Jr - Class of 2014, is in a blue shirt and gray shorts in  
center of the picture having a teaching moment with the 2017 class.  Photo by Alice Marty 

MASTER GARDENERS OF  
NORTH ALABAMA 
Elouisa Stokes and Ann Tippie 

 

     MGNA is proud to announce that six Habitat for 
Humanity houses were beautifully landscaped this past 
year by Ameree Young and her team. We had 
enjoyable field trips to Frog Hollow Farm in Arab and 
Killen where we witnessed the banding of the 
hummingbirds. We are excited to go on an overnight 
bus trip to Gibbs Gardens and the Atlanta Botanical 
Garden on September 30. We are pleased to be 
planning our first open-house October 28 for all 
Master Gardeners and interns in our county.  Included 

will be food and fellowship with lots of folks with a 
common interest. What could be more fun? We will 
assist the Huntsville Botanical Garden again with their 
Fall Plant Sale October 6 and 7. We love the Garden 
and help out whenever we can. 
     Tom Simpson has agreed to be in charge of our 
Christmas Social to be held at the Huntsville Botanical 
Garden on December 14. We always have a wonderful 
time at this special time of year. 
     We have copies of Mary Lou McNabb's excellent 
book on North Alabama gardening, complete with 
down-home humor from this grand lady. A treasure for 
only $19.95. 
     Wishing everyone all the best in the coming months. 
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MORGAN CO MGA 
Barb Brown      
 
     MCMGA is a great group with which to be 
involved. Even more special than our meetings are 
the projects that individuals come up with and that 
our members pitch in to help with the work. 
     Our mission statement clearly outlines 
education as one of our priorities.  We sponsored 
five individuals for the fall Master Gardening class 
by helping with one-half their class tuition. 
     Member Larry Moss reports on the Eva School 
Courtyard Landscaping Project. The Eva High 
School Alumni Association has funded a courtyard 
made up of an outside stage area and a central 
memorial courtyard to the school campus. Our goal 
is to assist in design work, recommend plants, 
provide maintenance, and then volunteer to help 
implement the design. By the way, the landscape 
design was drawn up by extension agent Allyson 
Shabel.  

                                                                                                     
                                          
 

Members: Rand Bryon, Larry Moss, and Don Nelson  
taking a much needed break. Picture by Susan Ledbetter 

PIKE CO MGA 
Sheri Brooks 
 

     The latest gardening craze, simple and simply 
adorable! Teacup succulents! 
This very affordable plant project adds a touch of 
green to your home. It also repurposes an item that 
is often left in cabinets to gather dust: teacups!  
Should you go to a thrift store or yard sale and spot 
a beautiful cup, add some life to it with a small suc-
culent. 
     How to make Teacup Succulents: 
1. Find a teacup (or mug...a great gift for your child 
or grandchild's teacher!). 
2. Put a small amount of pebbles in the bottom of 
the cup or mug to provide drainage. 
3. Put your succulent in the cup on top of the peb-
bles. 
4. Enjoy your creation! 
     The Pike County Master Gardeners’ meetings 
often feature a speaker who shares techniques that 
benefit your garden as well as beautify your home.  
 

 
Please join us every third Wednesday of the month 
at noon for our meetings at the Extension office in 
Troy! 
 

 
Photo by Grit Antiques 
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SHELBY CO MGA 
Rita Forest    
 

     We are very excited to have another Intern class 
this year. We began on August 2nd and everyone is 
doing very well. The new Interns are doing lots for 
the Shelby County Fair and beginning to get involved 
in the community. 
     We are also very proud of making it into the 
Shelby County Reporter by the Beautification 
Committee of Columbiana, AL, home of our 
Extension Office. 
     It has so far been a very good year and I am 
looking forward to fall and some cooler 
temperatures. 
     With Seminars and festivals coming in the next 
couple of months, there is a lot to be thankful for. 

 

The picture was taken by a Shelby County newspaper 

reporter of the beautification award. 

Shoals MGA  
Peggie Lazenby 
 

     The Shoals Master Gardeners are getting close to 
putting the final touches on yet another great year. 
     We had an outreach program for the general 
public in September. Felder Rushing presented a 
program on "Slow Gardening-All Senses, All 
Seasons" at Launch Point Church in Tuscumbia. The 
following day he presented “Tough Plants for the 
Southern Garden” to the Shoals Master Gardeners 
at our monthly meeting. 

     October is our annual picnic which is always an 
enjoyable event for us as we fellowship and reflect 
on the past year. 
     We have an outstanding group of Interns this 
year; and are excited for them to graduate as Shoals 
Master Gardeners at our November meeting. 
     With Christmas around the corner, our SMG elves 
have been busy preparing for our biennial Christmas 
tree decorating at The Tennessee Valley Arts Center. 
     We here in the Shoals hope you all have a blessed 
and happy holiday season. 

 
Go for a hike 

Go apple picking 
Breathe the crisp cool air 

Rake beautiful colored leaves 
Visit a botanical garden  

 
    -Patricia Peoples 
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ST. CLAIR CO MGA  
Pam Garrison 

 
     This summer began with the St. Clair County 
Master Gardeners holding a workday at the Sheriffs’ 
Boys Ranch. We worked with some of the boys at 
the ranch to spruce up their entrance. A raised bed 
was built under the sign and filled with a selection of 
perennials designed to bloom during several 
seasons. When the fall temperatures cool the air, 
we will return to plant oak leaf hydrangeas and a 
couple flowering shrubs around their office building. 
Meanwhile, maintenance at Lakeside Park 
continues. 
     During our July meeting, we were treated to a 
knowledgeable speaker, Melanie Jones.  She gave us 
detailed information on Alabama’s native orchids. It 
was interesting to find out there are so many 
varieties and that most of them are so small they 
often go unnoticed. 
     In August a Lunch and Learn presentation took 
place in Ashville on Nuisance Wildlife.  The Master 
Gardeners and others who attended heard about 
the problems caused by wild life. Several methods of 
control were mentioned and we learned who to 
contact when help is needed. 
     The speaker at our August meeting was Dr. Brian 

Keener, a professor at the University of West 
Alabama. He spoke on the history and significance of 
herbariums. He brought to our attention the 
importance of these plant collections in 
understanding the range and diversity of plants 
within a defined area. 
     Our September meeting will be a field trip to 
Ruffner Mountain Nature Preserve. At 1,036 acres it 
is one of the largest privately owned urban nature 
preserves.  

WIREGRASS MGA 
Cheryl Hatcher 
 

     We had a busy summer teaching the children of 
the Hawk Houston Boys and Girls Club weekly at 
Aunt Katie’s Community Garden. Topics 
included: Pollination, Herbs, Soil, Water and Air, 
Seeds, and Worms/Composting. One of the most 
memorable classes was about Snakes, during which 
the harmless garden snake brought by the Master 
Gardener teacher got loose. Children, along with 
Master Gardeners, scattered everywhere before the 
snake was recaptured without harm to it or any of 
the people. We do know how to have fun!! 
     WMGA had a booth during Senior Appreciation 
Day held at the Dothan Civic Center. With over 700 
seniors attending, we distributed information about 

Extension, Master Gardener classes, and our 
upcoming plant sale. We offered miniature garden 
kits for sale for those interested in gardening 
indoors. 
     Our 13th Annual Fall Plant Sale was held Saturday, 
September 23.  Our sale included trees, shrubs, 
perennials, bulbs, grasses, and houseplants. We also 
sold jelly, cookbooks, and miniature garden kits. 
Master Gardeners are busy making sure we have 
another successful plant sale. 
     Among other projects, WMGA maintains flower 
beds at the church where we hold our monthly 
meetings. Our Lunch and Learn program began again 
with a large turnout for the September session on 
Fall Gardening. There is always something going on 
in the Wiregrass! 

Entrance to the St. Clair Co Sheriffs’ Boys Ranch.  
Photo by Pam Garrison 
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2017 AMGA BOD, OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT: Catharine Maddox,  
Capital City  
VICE PRESIDENT: Michael Thomason, 
Shoals 
SECRETARY: Rose McCauley, Autauga 
TREASURER: Genie Schneider, Mobile 
ASSISTANT TREASURER: Pat Farmer, 
Chilton 
 

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE 
TERM 2015-2018 
Phil Gatlin, Cullman 
Dennis Pinkard, Lee 
Ann Vaughn, Morgan 
TERM 2016-2019 
Jim Allen, Morgan 
Frieda Romanchuk, Baldwin 
TERM 2017-2020 
Devonne Ellis, Wiregrass 
Mary Howe, MGNA 
 

2017 AMGA COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND  
APPOINTEES 
AWARDS COMMITTEE 
Devonne Ellis, Chair, Wiregrass 
COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE:  
Brenda Tapp, Chair,  MGNA 

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE:  
Patricia Peoples, Editor, St Clair 

WEBSITE COMMITTEE: 
Rita Forrest, Webmaster, Shelby 
 

CONTINUING EDUCATION COMMITTEE: 
Kerry Smith, Chair, State MG Program Coor-
dinator 

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE 
Ann Vaughn, Chair, Morgan  
 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Mary Howe, Chair, MGNA 
 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
(Elected Members) 
Term 2016-2017 
Myra Lassere, Baldwin  
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