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 Gardening  involves all five senses; sight, hearing, smell, taste and touch.  

When a garden invokes a "WOW" upon entry you can bet that  one or more of 

those five senses are peaked.  The Blount and Cullman County Master Gardeners 

cordially invite you to the 25th AMGA State Conference to be held in Cullman on 

March 23 - 25, 2015. We have assembled a  nationally renowned  group of speakers 

that will teach each of us how to put "WOW" in our gardens.  

 Speakers include Tovah Martin, Melinda Myers, Pat Stone, Fred Spicer,   

Carol Reese, R. Scott Duncan, Patti Donnellan, and Linda Askey You will be        

receiving additional information on location, times, agenda, sights of interest, etc.    

in the next few months. Registration forms will be in the January Garden Pathways. 

Just mark your calendar now for this exciting conference. 

Gardening ... Wow!! 

2015 AMGA Annual Conference 

Hosted by Blount & Cullman Counties 

March 23 - 25, 2015 

http://www.alabamamg.org
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~~~Trip to Chelsea Garden Show 

and Gardens of London, 2015~~~ 
 

 MGNA is hosting a trip to the Chel-
sea Garden Show through Collette                
Vacations and  RHS Garden Holidays, de-
parting Huntsville, May 15, 2015.  You can 
get a brochure from Dottye Pierce by 

emailing your address to: 
 dottye.pierce@comcast.net or go to     
the link below for a full description of the 

tour.  Cost for this tour from Huntsville 
will be $4399 double/$5549 single.  We 
can arrange departure from other loca-
tions in Alabama, but the price may vary 
from this.  Reservations are first come, 
first served, and this trip will sell out 

quickly.  
 

https://gateway.gocollette.com/

link/623880 

Greetings, Alabama Master  
Gardeners, 
 I have just returned from 
attending the Fall Seminar in 
Guntersville, hosted by Marshall 
County Master Gardeners.  It 
was well attended, the venue 
was gorgeous with cooperating 
weather, and the speaker lineup 

was terrific.  I know everyone I talked to was very 
pleased, and delighted to have a smaller MG As-
sociation host this event. I will be attending the 
Southern Region Conference in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana in October and will be joined by other 
Alabama MG’s.  We hope to have a great experi-
ence and It should be a wonderful time to be 
there. 

 This newsletter is packed with interesting 
news, reminders, and lots of things we all need 
to read.  I’ll tease you by saying you need to look 
for information on the 2015 Conference that will 
make attendance at that event in Cullman even 
more attractive.  Please note all the latest on the 
Awards, as there have been some changes in 
procedures that will impact your nominations.   
I am looking forward to getting out in my yard 
and garden and starting my fall cleanup, to get 
ready for the predicted cold winter.  I certainly 
am no fan of cold weather, but can’t do anything 
but prepare and cope when it arrives.  
 

Dottye Pierce,  
AMGA President 

  PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE                                 By Dottye Pierce 

 

Members: 
 
1. Please up date the Data Base Website.  It is located on “MY PAGE” 

located in the upper right hand corner on the hours page.  Make 

sure addresses are correct for the Mailing of the next Garden Path-

ways Newsletter. (Winter Edition and Conference information) 

 
2. Be sure your status as “Active” or “Provisional” is correct, and all 

dues are paid. 
  Thank you,, 
  Ona Garwood 
  Editor  

mailto:dottye.pierce@comcast.net
https://gateway.gocollette.com/link/623880
https://gateway.gocollette.com/link/623880
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   Scholarship Awards Program                       By Jeanon  Massien                                    

               Happy Fall to All…I trust 
everyone has enjoyed the sum-
mer and is ready to move into 
another gardening season.  May 
your leaves be gone and your 

weeds be few!!  
 The 2014 – 2015 Scholar-
ship Awards Program  occurred 
August 23, at the Dixon Confer-
ence Center in Auburn.  The AM-
GA Endowed Scholarship award 
was given to Jennifer Derrow 
from Eufaula and Jeremy Comer 
of Huntsville.  Both of these fine 
young students  received the  
AMGA Endowed Scholarship 
award in 2013, and both spoke to 
your Board of Directors at the 
September 2013 board meeting.  
Jennifer and Jeremy sought me 
out in the crowd and expressed 

their gratitude for receiving the 
award again this year.  They ask 
that I extend their thanks to the 
AMGA membership.     Having 
beaten the Endowment Drum for 
6 years now, I have been privi-
leged to witness firsthand the 
difference this scholarship award 
is making in the lives of our fu-
ture horticulturist, extension 
agents, professors and research-
ers.  It has been my honor to rep-
resent AMGA at these events.  
Recently Lucy   Edwards joined 
the Extension Service as a Re-
gional Extension Agent.  Lucy’s 
geographical area of responsibil-
ity includes Coffee, Covington, 
Dale, Geneva, Henry and Houston 
Counties.  Why am I telling you 
this?  Lucy was the recipient of 

the AMGA Scholarship for the 
academic year 2009 – 2010.  
YOUR MONEY AT WORK!! 
 With fall plant sales and 
fund raisers on the horizon, I ask 
once again, you consider a con-
tribution to the Endowment.   
 Your Board of Directors 
continue to pursue the establish-
ment of a second endowment to 
benefit a Master’s or Doctoral 
Candidate in Horticulture.  Good 
things are brewing in this con-
tract.  Once established, you too, 
will have the opportunity to     
witness “your dollars at work”!    
I look forward to seeing you all 

again soon.   
 
 Jeanon  

AMGA Nominating Committee Accepting Nominations 

 The AMGA Nominating 
Committee is in the process of   
accepting nominations to fill the  
upcoming vacancy for the posi-
tions of AMGA President, Vice 
President, Secretary, and Treas-
urer.  In Addition, three positions 
on the Board of Directors and 
one vacancy on the Nominating 
Committee are to be filled.  These 
vacancies will be filled at the AM-
GA Annual Conference to be held 

in Cullman, March 23 - 25, 2015. 
 Officers serve a two year 
term, Directors a Three year term, 
and the Nominating committee 

will serve a two year term. 
 Election of AMGA offic-

ers, Board of Directors and   
Nominating Committee members 
is a very important part of AMGA 
and its success.  Candidates for 
these positions must be mem-
bers of local and State associa-
tions and need to have demon-
strated outstanding leadership 
abilities and must have  a strong 
commitment to the Master Gar-
dener program.  Candidates  
must be willing to attend quarter-
ly meetings, participate in com-
mittee activities and travel at  

personal expense as needed.   
 The Committee is in the 
process of evaluating nominees, 
so they need your input as soon 

as possible.  Please contact any 

of the three members of the     
AMGA Nominating Committee.  

They will appreciate your 
 participation. 
 
Delores “Dee” Hubbert, Chair 
Email:  chubbert@bellsouth.net 
256-760-4603 
 
Tom Boyle 
Email:  BoyleT@graceba.net 
334-794-2094 
 
Pam Olson 
Email: polsonhome@charter.net 
334-462-1629 

AC GROUP                                                          By Ginny Holland 

 Next meeting of the AC Group in Clanton November 5, 2014  

mailto:chubbert@bellsouth.net
mailto:BoyleT@graceba.net
mailto:polsonhome@charter.net
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Master Gardener Front Car Tags 
 

 Tags are currently available at $20 each.         
Proceeds are a 50/50 split between the AMGA En-
dowment Fund at Auburn University and the Ala-
bama  Master Gardener Program.   
 Tag sales are not limited to Master Garden-
ers. They are available to anyone.  These look great 
on the front of your car, golf cart, RV, or garden wag-
on. They also make great gifts.  
   

 Contact Kathie Bass at AMGAFundrais-
ingChair@gmail.com or 256-457-6530 and we will 
get them shipped out to you.  We will also send out 
bulk orders to local Associations who wish to make 
them available to their membership and the new  
Master Gardener Interns.   
 

Fundraising                                                              By Kathie Bass 

Looking for  possible leads for Artisans, Donors and Advertisers for the  
upcoming conferences.  If you know of any please contact Kathie Bass at  

mgafundraisingchair@gmail.com. 

mailto:AMGAFundraisingChair@gmail.com
mailto:AMGAFundraisingChair@gmail.com
mailto::%20%20mgafundraisingchair@gmail.com
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 Harvest for Health – A New Project for Master Gardeners   By Kerry Smith 

 We all know that 
gardening is fun.  It’s also 
good exercise, it can pro-
duce nutritious crops, and 
it feeds our soul too.  In 
fact, as far back as 60 BC, 
Cicero recorded the thera-
peutic benefits of garden-

ing. 
 So in the true spirit 
of Master Gardener and Ex-

tension, we’ve 
started some-
thing new, and 
yet so simple, 
it’s surprising 
that no one 
has thought of 
it before now.  
Harvest for 
Health is a 
partnership 
project with 
researchers at 
UAB’s Com-
prehensive Cancer Center, Alabama 
Extension, and Master Gardeners.  
Our first trial study in 2010 paired 
MG’s as mentors to cancer survivors 
hoping to increase the 
survivors’ physical 
activity and enhance 
their diet with fresh 
produce from the gar-
den.  The participants 
gave us positive feed-
back to continue an-
other study.  Cancer 
participants in 2010 
replied: “I may not 
always feel up to it, 
but if I know there’s a 
tomato or something 
to be picked, you bet-

ter believe that I am not going to sit here and let 

them rot.” 
 Learning to garden “is the most 
amazing thing that has happened to me.”  “The 
garden has been a real solace to me.  It has 
helped me to get my mind to a better place sever-

al times in the last several months.” 
 And the beat goes on……….. 
We’ve now paired MG’s as mentors in 16 Alabama 
counties!  We recently completed our first year, 
full study in the Birmingham area (5 counties to-
tal) helping 50 new gardeners feel successful.  
Another group of 50 cancer survivors is being 
added in these same counties this fall and winter.  
This September we’ve just finished training activi-
ties in 11 more counties around Alabama.  As you 
can imagine the logistics of ordering, delivering 

and supporting volunteers 
in 16 locations is crazy, but 
the rewards are immeasura-
ble – both for the cancer 
survivors who are learning 
to garden and for the volun-
teers who mentor them.  
Imagine picking tomatoes, 
squash or turnips from 
your own garden for the 
very first time.  It’s like be-

ing a child again! 
 If you haven’t heard 

about this project and want to 
learn more, contact me.  With 
the positive energy behind us 
now, I don’t see this slowing 
down anytime soon.  Keep your 
ears open for more news soon 

on Harvest for Health. 

           Kerry 

Blue Beauty Tomato 

Making Pickles 

Cherry Tomatoes 

Beans on trellis 
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AMGA AWARDS PROGRAM             By Jane Trawick 

 It is not too soon to be 
thinking about submitting nomina-
tions for the AMGA Awards  that 
will be given out in 2015, at the 
State Conference in Cullman.  
Encourage your members to keep 
their hours updated using the on-
line Volunteer Service Reporting 
System or to register if they have 
not done so already.  The dead-
line for awards submissions is 

January 31, 2015. 
 
 County agents must    
certify candidates for the Lifetime 
hours and Top Hours for the Year 
awards. It is hoped that each local 
association will submit a nominee 
for these two awards and they  
are encouraged to assist Exten-
sion Agents with preparation of 
these submissions.  Local associ-
ations may submit these nomina-
tions directly to the Awards Com-
mittee with the Agent's signature; 
the Extension Agents are not re-
quired to submit them.  Please 
insure that it is clearly stated to 
which association a nominee be-

longs, and which county he/she 
represents. 
 
 In addition, each local 
association is encouraged to   
submit nominees for the Mary Lou 
McNabb Alabama Master Garden-
er of the Year, the Gary Murray 
Outstanding Service and Dedica-
tion to the Alabama Master     
Gardener Program and the     
Outstanding Newsletter Awards.   
Details of the  criteria for these 
awards have been updated for 
the Local   Association Hand-
book  and the AMGA website 
www.alabamamg.org.  Submis-
sions for all awards must be post-
marked no later than January 31, 

2015, and should be sent to  
Jane Trawick, Awards Commit-
tee Chair, 5895 Timberlane 

Drive, Mobile, Alabama  36605. 
 
Please note the contact infor-
mation for the “Reach for the 
Stars” Program will be sent to 
Stars Award Chair, Karin Carmi-
chael, 3508 Lancaster Lane, 

Montgomery, AL  36106. 
 
 Reach for the Stars Pro-
gram Gold, Platinum and Lifetime  
badges and Advanced Gemstone 
Stars orders are also due January 
31, 2015.  The Bronze, Silver and 
Gold Stars order forms do not 
require an agent's signature.     
 
 The Badge and Gem-
stone forms do require an agent's 
signature to be valid. Please note 
that NEW ELECTRONICALLY 
INTERACTIVE ORDER FORMS, 
with instructions, will be available 
on the AMGA Website through the 
link on the Home Page.  Stars 
Program order forms and checks 
are to be made directly to the 
Stars Awards Chair, Karin    
Carmichael, 3508, Lancaster 
Lane, Montgomery, AL 36106.  
Please DO NOT send these to 

the AMGA Treasurer. 

 See AMGA website to 
download a form and complete 
instructions for applying 
(AMGA Forms, Project Grant 
Application). Deadline for    
submission of application is       
January 15, 2015. Project  
Funding will be announced      
at the AMGA State Meeting in 

March 2015.  
 

 The applicant and the pro-
ject must be in the State of 

Alabama. 
 

 Priority will be given to 
those projects that most 
closely meet the mission of 

AMGA. 
 

 Master Gardeners must    
be directly involved in the   

project.   
 

 The project will be evaluat-
ed based on the infor-
mation submitted. No fur-
ther contact will be made 
by the Evaluation Commit-

tee to obtain information. 

 An applicant may receive 
funding for only one       
approved project within a 

three (3) year period. 
 
 See AMGA website for 

complete instructions.  
 
 All applications should 
be sent to:  Joyce Davis, 610 
Snellgrove Ave., Boaz, AL 
35957 or emailed to 
joyce.davis76@yahoo.com     

no  later than January 15, 2015.  

AMGA Project Funding Program                                By Joyce Davis 

http://www.alabamamg.org
mailto:joyce.davis76@yahoo.com
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BOARD HIGHLIGHTS                                      By Brenda Tapp 

September AMGA 

Board Highlights 

 
The AMGA Board met September 
15, in Guntersville, prior to the 
September 16, AMGA Fall Semi-
nar. 

 

ACES Report 
Kerry Smith, State MG Program 

Coordinator, reported: 
 

 There is a new website 
http://www.aces.edu/mg/
new/  and she would like to 
have pictures from local asso-
ciations from across Alabama 
to be used on the site. 

 

 Harvest for Health is expand-
ing. The Birmingham area 
involvement is growing, and 
Baldwin, Cullman, Huntsville, 
Mobile and Wiregrass are 
being added. 

 

 A new Extension logo will be 
released in October.  

 

Conference Reports 

 
Blount & Cullman Counties, 
will host the 2015 AMGA 

Conference, Gardening 

WOW, March 20–25, 2015 
 
 Speakers and the agenda for 

the conference are all in 
place, and other plans are 
being finalized. 

 

 Big news is that there will be 
an all-inclusive registration 
fee that will include all events 
with the possible exception of 
workshops. 

 

Wiregrass MGA, will host  
the 2016 AMGA Confer-
ence, Sculpting the Gar-

den, May 12–14, 2016 
 
 Meeting facilities are con-

firmed and a tentative agen-
da, which includes a variety  
of tours of the area, is in 
place. 

 

Master Gardeners of North 
Alabama (MGNA) will host 

the 2017 AMGA Conference  
 
 MGNA has confirmed that 

they will host the conference, 
and the initial meeting is 
planned for late September. 

 

 

 

Other Items 

 
 The next Advisory Council 

meeting has been changed  
to Wednesday November 5 
due to the national election  
on their regular meeting date. 

 

 The Conference Committee 
reported that the Conference 
Manual has been updated 
and will be available on the 
AMGA website soon. 

 

 The 2014 Fall Seminar has 
over 200 MGs registered.  

 

 Major changes will be occur-
ring on the AMGA website 
including the ability to register 
online for conferences. (This 
will be available but not man-
datory for the 2015 confer-
ence.) 

 
 The Board confirmed the 
appointment of Cathy Canant, 
Shelby County, to the Board to fill 
the unexpired term of Deborah 
Cheatum, Autauga County, who 
recently resigned. 
 

 The next AMGA Board 
meeting will be December 2 in 
Cullman County, location to be       
announced. 

Eventually all the pieces fall into place. Until then laugh at the  
Confusion, live for the moment and know that  

Everything happens for a reason….  

http://www.aces.edu/mg/new/
http://www.aces.edu/mg/new/
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 Autauga County Master Garden-
ers were well represented at the 2014 
National Association of County Agents 
held July 2014, in Mobile.  A pictorial  
display of our Demonstration Garden was 
set up.  Photos and captions followed  
our vegetable garden from the beginning 
of the 2014 growing season through the 
middle of the summer when harvesting 
was in high gear.  Rose McCauley, Antho-
ny Yarbrough and Gaines Smith were on 
hand to answer questions about the dis-
play.  Convention participants from other 
regions of our country were particularly 
interested in some of the vegetables that 

are unique to the southeast.  Also at the 
convention, Rose McCauley, ACMGA 
President, recalled the history of our 
flower garden in Old Prattvillage in Prat-
tville in a fascinating power point presen-
tation.  She told the story of the develop-
ment of the village and garden, how the 
ACMGA became involved in maintaining 
the garden and talked about the ways it  
is utilized and enjoyed today; photos of 
the garden’s history were interesting and 
those of the way it looks today were love-
ly.  Rose received a 
Hummingbird   
Award for taking on 
the responsibility of 
overseeing our 
presentations at the 
convention.
 Lynn Yar-
brough suggested 
that ACMGA set up 
an information 
booth at the City of 
Prattville sponsored Saturday morning 
Farmers Market in downtown Prattville.  
In a lovely shaded area, local farmers 
displayed their harvests of peaches, to-
matoes, peas and other seasonal pro-
duce; the market was successful and 
sales were good.  It was  a wonderful 
opportunity for us to answer gardening 
questions, hand out ACES printed materi-
al, and recruit potential intern class par-
ticipants.  Lynn received  a Hummingbird 
Award for initiating and heading up this 

project and coordinating the volunteers 
needed to man the booth.   A fresh crop 
of sixteen interns have just begun a fall 
class under the direction of Extension 
Agent Mallory  Kelley.  They are an eager 
and enthusiastic group and many have 
already attended their first association 
meeting.  We hope that all become asso-
ciation members at the end of their intern 
year!  ACMGA members, 
under the direction of Glenda Armstrong, 
manned the Helpline each Wednesday, 

answering 
questions via 
e- mail and 
phone calls 
throughout 
the season.  
Millie Ledford 
assisted 
Glenda in the 
coordination 
of volunteers 
and mainte-

nance of the schedule. Millie received the 
Hummingbird Award for her involvement 
in this project.  At our July meeting, 
Vice President Carolyn Gray gave a very 
informative talk on companion planting.  
In August, Joel Duke, City Planner for 
Prattville, addressed our members in a 
presentation on the topic of green spaces 
in cities.  Extension agent Patrick Cook 
attended our September meeting and 
gave very helpful advice in dealing with 
and eliminating unwanted wildlife that 
invade our yards, gardens and homes.
 We are looking forward to being 
guests for brunch in October at the lovely 
home of our association member Glenda 
Armstrong and her husband Don, who is 
presently a Master Garden intern. We 
look forward to a tour of their gardens.  
We are also looking forward to a special 
tour of Lanark in Millbrook this month.  
Maria Pacheco-West is coordinating this 
special event.  At our June meeting, Ma-
ria presented an excellent program on 
native ferns.  
 Plans are underway for extend-
ing the number of Lunch and Learn ses-
sions from the four we had in 2014 to 
possibly having as many as ten in 2015.  

   MASTER GARDENERS BOOTH AT FARMERS MARKET 

A pictorial display of our Demonstration Garden 
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3.  Barbour County MGA                                       By Jackie Devlin 

4.  Blount County MGA                                          By Sarah Pass 

 Harvest for Health is a research study 
through UAB Department of Nutrition Sciences that 
explores the possible benefits of a gardening inter-
vention for 
breast cancer 
survivors who 
have success-
fully complet-
ed their can-
cer treat-
ments.  They 
hope to learn 
how the inter-
vention af-
fects their diet 
and exercise 
behaviors and 
their health-
related quality 
of life and 
physical 
health status.  
Selected can-
didates are 
paired with master gardeners as mentors for one 
year.  Together they plant raised bed gardens or 
Earthboxes.  Materials are provided by the program 
which is sponsored by the Community Foundation 
of Greater Birmingham.  Master Gardeners help 
with design, selection, planting, problem solving 

and encouragement.  The research portion has a 
number of checklists, charts, and grafts.  There is 
even a blood test!  Perhaps the greater good is im-

measurable.  
And, of course, 
spending time 
with a Blount 
County Master 
Gardener 
comes under 
the current 
heading of 
“priceless.”  
Among our  
gardeners who 
have dedicated 
their time to 
Harvest for 
Health are Har-
old Deason, 
Nancy Deason, 
Nancy Friday, 
Billie Odom, 
Deborah Salt-

er, Sharon Breaseale, and Angela Powers.  This 
particular study is highly organized with training, 
supervision and follow-up. Could a similar project 
replicate the concept with Master Gardeners help-
ing neighbors?   

2. Baldwin County MGA                               By Frieda  Romanchuk 

5.  Calhoun County MGA                                    By Sherry Blanton 

MGs Linda and Jer-
ry Williams and Ja-
net  Evans welcome 
speaker Brittney 
Hughes at our 

monthly meeting. 
 Our MGs 
spent the early part 
of the summer giv-
ing Cane Creek 
Clubhouse, our 

meeting home, a fresh coat of 
paint.  They have also been put-
ting in lots of hours preparing the 
grounds for Fall Fest (September 
20), an annual event at Cane 
Creek Community Gardens that is 
much like a country fair–complete 
with hay rides, craft, quilting and 
flower competitions, cake walks, 
and milking demonstrations.   

(Continued on page 10) 
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5.  Calhoun County MGA                                    By Sherry Blanton 

 Our monthly meetings 
are very popular. Although 
we have been brown bagging 
our lunch, members have 
been providing delicious  
desserts. Extension Agent 
Roger Vines visited us in   
July with an informative    
program on invasive plants. 
Roger has a wonderful sense 
of humor and kept us smiling 
throughout his program.    
For the August meeting 
Brittney Hughes of Desoto 
State Park presented a beau-
tiful program on landscaping 
with native plants.  Dan 
Spaulding of the Anniston Muse-
um of Natural History updated 

us in September on the exciting 
progress of the Longleaf Botani-

cal Gardens.  
 Lunch and Learn 2014 
ended with the September pro-
gram presented by Hayes Jack-
son, “Easy Plants for Difficult 
Places.” In August we welcomed 
Jason Powell from  Petals from 
the Past with a program on 
“Tough Plants for Southern  
Gardens.” We had over 100 in 
attendance for Jason’s program. 
We are already working on pro-
grams for Lunch and Learn 
2015! We  look forward to au-
tumn’s cooler days and the offi-
cial start of the planting season. 

Happy Fall to you.  

(Continued from page 9) 

6. Capital City MGA                                            By Jerry Belcher 

 A number of 
CCMGA members 
made the trip to Lake 
Guntersville for the 
Fall Conference and 
no one returned dis-
appointed.  A great 
program in a beautiful 
setting, many of us 
arrived over the week-
end and just enjoyed 
the park.   Hats off to 
the committee for an 
excellent job. 
 
 Members who 
did not make the trip 
to Guntersville were 
able to attend a Seed 
Saving Workshop on 
Sept. 17 in Elmore County CAM-
GA.   
 We are looking forward 
to an ACES event Fall Gardening 
Extravaganza on October 10 in 
Alex City.   
 

 Capital City Master    
Gardeners has adopted the 
fledgling Montgomery Botanical 
Gardens at Oak Park as our new-
est project.  Six of the fourteen 
MBG Board of Directors are 
CCMGA members so we know 

the task ahead.  We 
are tossing around 
ideas to improve the 
park long before the 
first shovel hits the 
dirt in November or 
December.  
 Now that fall 
weather is replacing 
the Alabama heat of 
summer, MG’s are 
chomping at the bit  
to get out into the 
community and start 
playing in the dirt to 
continue our outreach 
program to educate 
our community.   
 
 Our monthly 

Lunch & Learn program is still 
bringing in 50 plus attendees 
and growing.  Members are get-
ting ready for the Federation 
Flower Show at the Montgomery 
Fair in early Oct.   

Board Member Jim Wakefield ad-

dress the association 

LUNCH AND LEARN 
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7.  Central Alabama Master Gardeners                    By Iva  Haynie  

8.  Cheaha MGA                                                   By Debbie Masters 

9.  Cherokee County MGA                                  By Janice Knight 

 Central Alabama Gardeners continue to 
step up to the plate volunteering and participating 
in various work programs.  Some of those include 
Lan Ark, Governor's Mansion, Farmers' Market, the 
Learning Gardens, Help Line, Central Alabama Bee 
Keeping Association as well as providing delicious 

refreshments for the monthly CAMGA meetings. 
 Regional Extension Agent, Mallory Kelley, 
provided us with an overview of Extension during 

our July meeting.   
 Lunch and Learn programs continue.  In 
July Jane Mobley presented the program on butter-
flies.  The August Lunch and Learn was all about 
Vermiculture, presented by two more of our MGs 
and the September session is about Bees by our 

own bee keeper. 
 Also scheduled for September is a Leaf 
Birdbath class AND our new Intern Class begins 
September 4th.  More opportunities for volunteer-

ing for various associated tasks.   
 The September meeting is another away 
trip to Pat Dye's Quail Run gardens. Rosemary 
Mobley represented CAMGA with a presentation at 
the National Extension Conference.  She was also 
instrumental in putting together a cookbook of rec-

ipes served at the Intern classes.  Good job. 
 Interesting activities and programs are 
planned for the remainder of this year.  We look 

forward to those. 

 

 Cherokee County Master Gar-
deners have been busy this spring.  Our 
Spring Plant sale was a great success at 
the local Home and Garden show in Cen-
tre.  Many of our MGs were in attendance 
to help the public with their plant selec-
tions and to give plant advice as needed. 
 At our regular meetings, we 
have been educated on setting up a hy-
droponic system in our own back yard by 
Beth Farmer.  Also, David Kelton in-
formed us of the many aspects of bee-
keeping, reminding us to not to use pes-
ticides or herbicides if at all possible, to 
help maintain and restore the dwindling 
honeybee population.  
 Barbara East informed us about 
wise ways and tips to make the most of 
our floral photographs. 
 Ten of our members were able 
to trek to Daphne in April to attend the 
MG state conference, where we enjoyed  
excellent lectures, tours, and fellowship.  
We all made it safely back home,  despite 
the flooded conditions of some of the 
roadways! 
 All our county’s fifth graders 
were treated to a day at “Classroom in 
the Forest” at the homes of two of our 
Treasure Forest owners, Harlan Starr and 

B.J. Johnson.  Master Gardeners assist-
ed the children throughout the day with 
planned events designed to educate 
them about wise use of natural re-
sources. 
 We have put in a new flower/
shrub bed at the Centre police station.  
The local policemen were so happy to 
get the help, that they were recently seen 
watering the bed with no  prompting! 
 Recently, several of our mem-
bers  received service stars for dedicated    
and determined work hours in the last 

year.  In the picture, front row,  left to 
right, are Janice McKinney, Ruth Hall, 
Kathy Fowler, LeGala Mynatt, Ginny 
Houlditch, Anita Andrews, Nancy Locke; 
back row: Charlotte Grimes, Mary   
Rhinehart, and Sherry Call.  Not  
pictured is Wanda Roe. 
 Our Master Gardener group 
gets along well, and we enjoy what we  
do to help the community with their gar-
dening activities. 
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10.  Chilton County MGA                                     By Sondra Henley 

 A major project of CCM-
GA is The Home, Farm and Wild-
life EXPO held at the Chilton 
County Research and Extension 
Center (CCREC). It is held annu-
ally, on the first Saturday in Au-
gust. This year 750+ people at-
tended this event.  They enjoyed 
free ice cream samples, fruit 
sampling, making an apple pie, 
snake display, dog training 
demonstration, and tours of the 
center, skeet shooting, goat 
milking and so many more 
events.   Thanks to Lee and Wal-
ly Walters who chaired the CCM-
GA’s responsibilities during the 
EXPO.  Thanks also to the many 
Master Gardeners from other 

counties who came to assist. 
CCMG members helped to peel 
and make the ice cream that is 

sampled during the EXPO.   
 Members signed up to 
clean the building, peel the bas-
kets of fruit and then the ice 
cream was made.  Thanks to Har-
riett Jackson for chairing this pro-

ject.   
 The CCMGA had their EX-
PO Plant Sale, including many 
plants that came out of the 
Demonstration Garden. Plans are 
now being made for a redesign of 
the garden which will be renovat-
ed in 2015.  This year we made 
small changes in our Demonstra-
tion Garden and added a Flower-

bed Contest.  
Our winners were:   

 First Place: Sun Loving Plants 

with a Touch of Basil,  

 Second Place:  Beautiful Pota-

to Bed and  

 Third Place: Pass Along 

Plants.   
Other bed themes were  

 Rock Garden,  

 Enchanted,  

 Patriot,  

 Animal Names,  

 Don’t Bug Me,  

 Square Foot Garden and  

 Herb Bed.  
 All the beds were lovely 
and enjoyed by the EXPO at-
tendees. We also demonstrated a 
rain barrel with saucer, showing 
how one can catch water without 
a gutter system. Thanks to Alan 
Reed and Jerry Farmer for chair-
ing the Demo Garden and their 
committee members: Sondra 
Henley, Diane Clapp, Linda Hays, 
Sarah Saunders, Harriett Jack-
son, Wayne Short and Lanell 

Baker. 
 The Cottage Law Safety 
Food Workshop saw 12 of our 
Master Gardeners attend.  We 
hope to bring this knowledge to 

a future Bake Sale Fund Raiser. 
 One of our greatest ac-
complishments this year was to 
receive our 501 (c)3 status from 
the IRS. Thanks to Steve 
McAnally, who has stayed on 
top of this endeavor. We will 
now put into place the process 

to receive donations and gifts.  
 During our monthly 
meetings we have added a seg-
ment called “Questions for the 
Crowd” and is facilitated by Skip 

Coulter.   MG can ask other MG 
questions to hear how others are 
handling similar gardening prob-
lems.  This has been a great suc-
cess!      
 In June our program was 
on Composting given by MG, 

Sondra Henley.. 
 Paul Saeger, MG, present-
ed the September program on 

Hybrid Roses.  
 We are in the planning 
stages of our 2014 Christmas 
Home Tour. It was such a suc-
cess in 2013 we have added an 
additional home to tour.  Tickets 
will soon be available for sale 
through our website:  
www.aces.edu/chilton/mg.  Our 
final plant sale will be at Swedish 
Fest in Thorsby, AL   on October 
11. We will have crafts and AU 
and AL planter chairs.  Come find 

us! 

 

http://www.aces.edu/chilton/mg
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12.  Coffee County MGA                                                By Jim Coles 

11.  Claybank MGA                                                      By Carole Ball 

 The Claybank Master Gardeners 
put their heads together to plan, design 
and implement a landscape project at the 
Alabama Cooperative Extension Service 
building on Highway 231 in Ozark. 
 Mike Porterfield, CMG Vice 
President and Project Manager was ap-
proached by Mark Blankenship, Chair-
man of the Dale County Commission in 
October, 2013 about landscaping the 
front entrance to the building.  The idea 
was brought to the attention of the 
CMGs; it was accepted and a team was 
formed to undertake the project.   
 County Agent, Lucy Edwards 
and Master Gardeners: Janet Shinaberry, 
Mary Grace Hood, Karen Morales, Pat 
Dunlap, Susan Kenny, Irene Tucker, Lin-

da Westphal, her 
daughter with grand-
son and Susan Cox 
volunteered their time 
and experience, not to 
mention a lot of TLC, 

to make 
this pro-
ject a 
reality.  
Together 
they de-
cided on 
native 

plants and those hardy to our area to 
give color and eye appeal to the area. 
Lantana, Loropetalum, Variegated Liri-
ope,  Nandina and Abelia were selected 
and planted in the beds.  A Watnong and 
Two Dragon Leaf Japanese Maples, per-
sonally grown by Pat Dye were used in 
this project. 
 Many problems needed to be 
addressed before work could begin. The 
irrigation system had to be repaired, 

weeds eliminated, and fill dirt applied 
and graded.   Once that was accom-
plished, the search for the plants began.  
It took almost 5-weeks to find the plants 
and move them on site.  The CMGs 
amended the soil and planted the plants. 
Newspaper was then applied followed by 
pine straw mulch to ensure sun and cold 
protection, moisture retention and weed 
suppressant.  The planting area was then 
edged with pavers and two areas were 
created for planters on both sides of the 
entrance. 
 A dry creek bed was installed to 
handle the water from the gutter run off.  
Pea gravel, egg rock and manufactured 
rock veneer was used to fill and edge the 
creek   Spaces between the pavers will 
be filled in and mowing strips created 
where the bed’s border-grass remains  
The ACES staff and CMGs are all well 
pleased with the results.   
 
  We can make a difference! 

 Coffee County Master 
Gardners have been working 

hard. 

 
Habitat landscaping in Enterprise, 

Al 
 

 
GIVING GARDEN - Elba, AL 

The Coffee County Master       
Gardeners - presented a display 

at the Farm City Petting Zoo  
 

       Mike Porterfield digging.          Linda Westphal                      Janet Shinnaberry                   Susan Cox 

                                    (Continued on page 14 



 

15.  DeKalb County MGA                                      By Dawn Earley 
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 As another summer comes to   
a close, the CCMGAI reflects on seeing 
many projects to fruition this last quarter. 
  On August 16, we partook in 
Cullman’s second annual Farm to Fork 
dinner, which was held at Wallace State. 
Once again, locals were able to meet 
local farmers, “shaking 
the hands that feed 
them,” as they dined on 
a sumptuous meal pre-
pared by Brick and Tin         
restaurant’s Mauricio 
Papapietro from Bir-
mingham, AL.  The 
Master Gardeners out-
did themselves with 
their table decorations 
again this year, trans-
forming the summer’s 
harvest into breathtak-
ing pieces of art. 
  Succeeding the Farm to Fork 
dinner, on August 23rd Cullman deliv-
ered its Farm Y’all Festival, also in its 
second year.  This agricultural festival 

provides something for everyone: live 
music, “celebrity chef” food demonstra-
tions, a petting zoo, even a nearly 800 lb 
pumpkin being dropped from a 175 ft 
crane.  At the Master Gardener booth.  
We made many new contacts over the 
dissemination of gardening information.  

  Looking 
ahead to next 
year’s AMGA con-
ference, attendees 
will find  our Rain 
Garden and the 
Demonstration 
Garden both fea-
tured attractions 
for the event.  The 
Demonstration 
Garden has won a 
Beautification 
Award for the 5th 

year in a row, this time for “Building a 
Sense of Community.”  This learning 
outreach entices so many locals that the 
pastoral garden functions as a public 
park.  

 Our Rain Garden recently got 
some finishing touches – there are now 
signs placed on the decking to describe 
what on-lookers see in the garden.  In 
order to educate the public more on how 
rain gardens function, we have chosen 
rain gardens as our theme for the Master 
Gardener booth at this year’s County 
Fair. 
  With these and other happen-
ings, we wrap up another jam-packed 
summer, and look ahead to more festivi-
ties this coming fall. 

 

14. Cullman County MGA                        By Jennifer Underwood 

13. Covington County MGA                                By Bonnie Reed 

 We planted approximately 8,400 
plugs over the past two days!!! :) In both 
classes combined, there were approxi-
mately 45 students. Thanks again, we 
couldn't have done it without you guys! 
(CCMGA)!!  Enterprise High School FFA 

Ona Garwood, Connie Ford, 

and Mia Potson at the       

National County Agents    

conference in Mobile –         

to hear P. Allen Smith  
P. Allen Smith and  

Ona Garwood 
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 This summer, Etowah 
County Master Gardeners land-
scaped one new construction in 
the Coats Bend area of Gadsden, 

for Habitat for Humanity.   
 Quite often, the extreme 
heat and drought this summer 
kept master gardeners inside. 
Harvesting vegetables, watering 
plants, pulling a few weeds, and 
deadheading a small number of 
plants each day was the extent of 
outdoor activity, and generally 
that work was completed in early 

morning or late afternoon. 
 The Etowah County     
Cooperative Extension/ECMGA, 
Inc. Horticulture Helpline re-
sumed operation the first week  
in April, with volunteers answer-
ing horticulture questions for 
area residents. Kenneth Quinn, 
schedule coordinator for the 
helpline has kept the operation 

running smoothly. 
 Each week throughout 
the summer, with a small amount 
of help, Betty Hall (manager) and 
Joyce Green (supervisor) of 

greenhouse operations, have 
propagated, repotted and cared 
for plants, in preparation for next 

spring’s annual sale. 
 In addition to upgrades 
and maintenance in all four 
greenhouses, renovations to the 
Association’s newly purchased 
property and building have been 

underway. 
 Betty Hall, program com-
mittee chairperson scheduled 
excellent speakers for the sum-
mer. In July, David Doggett 
(Hoover’s Alldredge Gardens) 
gave an excellent presentation 
titled, “Hello Hydrangeas.” In Ju-
ly, Prudence Hilburn presented, 
“Crockpot Meals for Busy Gar-
deners,” and in September, T.C. 
Morgan (King’s Olive Oil Compa-
ny) gave an informative presenta-

tion on olive oils. 
 ECMGA, Inc.’s cookbook 
continues to sell. At the Septem-
ber meeting, Carol Link, Cook-
book Committee chairperson, 
reported total earnings, of 
$2,140. The remaining cook-

books afford the possibility of 
additional earnings of more than 

$1000. 

Recently, ECMGA furnished 
plants and other landscaping 
materials and a small group of 

master gardeners completed the 
landscaping of a new construc-
tion for Habitat for  Humanity,    

in the Coats Bend  Area of   

Gadsden. 

17.  Etowah County MGA                                        By Carol Link 

 Summer has been long, 
hot, busy and productive for East 
Central Alabama Master Garden-
ers.  Our new interns are a great 
group that are eager to get out 
and help and earn their vol-
unteer hours – a really big 
bonus for us!  In July we did 
a display and oral presenta-
tion at the NACAA Confer-
ence in Mobile.   
 Anna Hammond, one 
of interns, did a fantastic 
PowerPoint presentation on 
Table Top Gardens that were 
built by our Master Garden-
ers members.  These table 
tops are handicap accessi-
ble and enable those who have 
difficulty getting down to 
“garden level” to have the gar-

den brought up to their level.  We 
have plans available if anybody 
is interested.  Please contact 
sheilabolen@hotmail.com for 

more information on them.    

 August 9
th

 Dani Carroll, 
our Regional Extension agent, 
held a “Seed Saving 101” work-

shop for us.  It was an awesome 
opportunity to learn about seed 
saving and how to go about 
choosing the plants/seeds, how 
to clean/prepare them and how  
to store them until it’s time to 
plant them.     
 Next February we will be 
having a Seed Swap/Exchange 
so the workshop got us all head-
ed down the right path for that.  
 Fall looks to be as busy 
for us as summer was with work-
shops to attend, plant sales to 
plan and still have time for our 
own gardens.  We’re all looking 
forward to cooler weather and 
beginning to plan our gardens 

for 2015.   
      HAPPY FALL GARDENING!!! 

16.  East Central Alabama MGA                       By Sheila Bolen 

mailto:sheilabolen@hotmail.com
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 Please join us for this 2014 webinar series for infor-
mation you can use about good and bad insects.  
 Webinars will be on the first Friday of each month at 
2 p.m. Eastern. 

November 7 - Where Have All the Honey Bees Gone? Hope for 
the Future - Dr. John Skinner 

For more information on the series and how to connect to 
the webinars, visit: http://www.extension.org/pages/70120. 

19.  Jackson County MGA                          By Elaine Brookshire 

All Bugs Good and Bad 

20.  Jefferson County MGA                            By Fletcher Harvey 

18.  Fayette County MGA 

Members of the Jackson 
County Master Gardeners Asso-
ciation have been busy this year. 
Programs presented include 
Birds in the Winter Garden, Mi-
gration of Monarch Butterflies, 
The Water Cycle and Use of Rain 
Barrels in Water Preservation, 
Growing Shitake Mushrooms, 
and Composting by Captain 
Compost. 

Projects include hosting 
an annual plant sale, helping 
maintain flower beds around the 
walking trail at the Jackson 

County Park, maintaining the 
herb garden at the Scottsboro-
Jackson County Heritage Center, 
hosting a plant and information 
booth at the Catfish Festival, set-
ting up an information exhibit 
and overseeing the flower house 
at the Jackson County Fair.   

Pictured right are mem-
bers of the Jackson County  
Master Gardeners Association 
helping shoppers in making their 
selections at the annual plant 
sale. The annual sale is held at 
the Heritage Center.  Photo by Pat Shikle 

 As hot, dry summer days give 
way to the crisp promises of fall, Jeffer-
son County Master Gardeners continue 
their role in the community, reflecting 
on the successes of the Norwood Learn-
ing Gardens and other collaborative 

projects.  This will also be remembered 
as the “Year of the Helpline,” as JCMG's 
assumed the helpline responsibilities 
for the state.  
 In July, Dr. Wendy DeMark –

Wahnefried from UAB and our own Le-
nora Roberson shared their expertise 
and enthusiasm for the Harvest for 
Health Program. This well-received gar-
dening intervention program pairs can-
cer survivors with Master Gardeners for 
a continuing therapeutic relationship. 
See Kerry Smith’s comments in this 
newsletter about this study  that has 
grown from Jefferson County and 
UAB’s pilot program to a statewide ac-
tivity. The jury  is still out deciding who 
benefits most, the survivor or the Mas-
ter Gardener. 
 Michelle Reynolds, President-

elect of the Birming-
ham Audubon Society 
and contributor to 
“Alabama Gardener 
Magazine” discussed 
backyard bird habitats 
 In August, 
and in September, Don 

Ehrett, a Jeffco MG, took us on a walk 

through HIS back-
yard habitat for 
dahlias. Don apolo-
gized for his end-of-
season display, but 
we were impressed 
nonetheless. So 
many forms in so 
many colors…and 

so much work. This truly demonstrated 
determination and Don’s love of garden-
ing. 
 Also in September, Karen 
Mitchell, another of our own, presented 
her well received demonstration on do-it
-yourself-drip-irrigation. 
 Work continues in preparation 
for plant sales and garden preparation 
as leaves begin to fall and temperatures 
begin to moderate. 
Happy gardening, raking and mulch-
ing… 
 
 

http://www.extension.org/pages/70120


 

 

21.   Lee County MGA                                              By  Tomi Dugas 
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 Pictured below is Auburn  
University’s new basketball coach, 
Bruce Pearl. He is being welcomed  
to the Auburn/Opelika area by the 
Lee County Master Gardeners        
Association with an  honorary mem-
bership to Friends of  Master Garden-
ers, along with a  MG shirt. Visiting 
with Pearl during a recent garden 
consultation are MGs (L-R), Jim 
Disque, Dennis Pinkard (LCMGA 
president), Sarah Fair and Jolly   
Roberts   (not pictured), who offered 
suggestions on appropriate plants     

to update an existing garden. 
 The photo on the  upper-right 
was taken at our  September meeting 
to honor Lee County Extension Coor-

dinator Chuck Browne, who is retiring September 
30th. MG Beth Dorman presented Browne with a 
framed certificate declaring him an Honorary Mas-
ter Gardener. MG Patti Householder presented 
Browne a gift certificate from Home   Depot, and 
MG Sarah Fair announced the Chuck Browne 4-H 

Award, to be given   
annually in the amount 
of $1,000, in recogni-
tion of Browne’s com-
mitment to the youth 
organization. He will  
be missed for his   
great leadership and 
the warm relationship 
we have enjoyed with 
him over the years at 

Extension. 
 Lee Co. MGs 
also are making a 
$1,000 pledge of     
support for AU’s Jule 
Collins Smith Museum 
of Fine Art’s effort to 
install two new  gar-
dens at the entrance 

and are looking into an on-going partnership in 

education and design with the museum.  
 Other items of attention this quarter      
were preparing the 2015 budget and creating     

coordinated signage at our three project    

gardens.  

22.  Limestone County MGA                                   By Joni Gruber  

23.  Marble County MGA 
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24.  Marshall County MGA                                   By  Linda Widner  

 The Marshall County Master 
Gardeners have had a busy sum-
mer. Our CASA garden produced 
over 5,000 pounds. There are at 
least 8 members who worked the 
garden and one of those mem-
bers nick-named the group “The 
Garden Masters.” They usually 
worked at least 3 days a week 
and have provided vegetables for 
many of the seniors in our area. 
There are very few crops left in 
the garden but it has been very 
successful this  year. These folks 

can be very proud. 
 Our speakers for June, 

July were A. Perry Leaming who 
shared his love for photo-
graphing flowers.   And MCMG 
Carroll Nicholas who shared her 
knowledge of container gardens. 
 In August DeKalb MG 

Dawn Early taught us all about 
growing African Violets.  
 We have also been busy 
assisting with the Master Garden-
er Class that began in late Au-
gust. The 
class has 
19 enthusi-
astic mem-
bers and we 
look for-
ward to 
them join-
ing our as-
sociation. 
Several 
MCMG 
members are auditing the class 
for review and learn what has 
changed since we took the clas-
ses. A picture of the class is in-

cluded with this article. 
 Our main project 
this summer was prepar-
ing to host the AMGA 
Fall Seminar which took 

place September 16th  
at the Guntersville State 
Park. Thanks to all of 
you who joined us for 
the seminar. We had at 
least 200 register and we 
hope everyone enjoyed 
themselves. I have in-
cluded a few pictures 
and have many  more    
of the attendees to 
share. Kerry Smith was 
the perfect MC for the 

day. And the speak-
ers were all entertain-
ing as we learned 
about Eagles, plants, 
landscapes and 
learned some tips on 
photography. We 
gave goodie bags 
with information to 
acquaint everyone 
with Marshall County 
and we gave several 
door prizes which 
pleased the crowd. 
Plus we earned mon-
ey on raffling a water 

storage urn and a fountain donat-
ed by Glenda Phelan, who is the 
sister of MCMG Joyce Kirkpat-
rick, and a Tennessee Master 
Gardener. We really appreciated 

Glenda’s 
generosity. 
We also had 
a special 
wind chime 
made by a 
former 
MCMG, Ter-
ry Poffen-
barger. He 
moved out 
of state but 

we remember him by his copper 

wind chimes. 
 Now we look forward to 

the leaves falling and getting our 
gardens ready for winter.  Enjoy 
the Fall weather. 

 

2014 MCMGA CLASS 

DOOR PRIZES-CAROLYN, CECILIA, SUE, & JUDY JOYCE DAVIS & KERRY SMITH 
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26.  Mobile County MGA                                   By Nancy Adams 

 It hardly seems possible that it 
is time for fall.  As usual Master Garden-
ers of North Alabama have worked hard 
all summer and have lots still to do until 
Christmas.  Our fall Tricounty Class be-
gan the end of August with 32 anxious 
students.  In addition to some fantastic 
Auburn faculty, many of our Master Gar-
deners teach classes on compost, con-
tainers, and vegetable gardening.  Every 
intern has to answer phones in the Ex-
tension Office and they are really profi-
cient between what they knew before 
they took the class and after.  Thanks for 
all the good work of Alice Lawler, our 
coordinator, and Ken Creel, our Exten-
sion Agent.  It’s always fun to meet new 
folks so enthusiastic about gardening. 

One of our biggest projects each 
year is landscaping seven or so Habitat 
houses.  This year we did three of them 
in March which was pretty good because 
it was warm and there was lots of rain.  
Unfortunately, the last four houses were 

landscaped in August—lots of heat, little 
water, and not much desire to work.  
However, we had lots of Master Garden-
ers come out to help the Habitat volun-
teers do the actual digging with the 
homeowners who got to say where they 
would like this or that plant.  Our mis-
sion is to educate and we are really try-
ing not to do the work but teach every-
one who comes to work, how it should 
be done best. 

And speaking of teaching, Master 
Gardeners help at the Huntsville Botani-
cal Garden’s compost pile sale on Satur-
days during the summer.  Most of what 
we do is to teach those who have ques-
tions about compost for their gardens.  It 
has been a great tool to get the word 
out. 

This spring we have done some 
advertising about Master Gardeners that 
has brought new people into the pro-
gram.  Check us out at www.mginfo.org.  
There’s lots of great information there 

and it is also where we put in our volun-
teer hours. 

Many of us will be helping with the 
Huntsville Botanical Garden’s fall plant 
sale.  We will also set up pH testing and 
have an Ask a Master Gardener table.  
This is another great outreach to the 
community. 

As usual our monthly meetings 
have been great.  We have incredible 
speakers and always come home with 
new ideas.  In addition we have a Hospi-
tality Committee that out does itself.  In 
August we had an ice cream social.   

In addition our Master Gardeners 
attended webinars, classes, and field 
trips in September and October.  If 
you’re in the neighborhood, please join 
us.  We meet every second Thursday at 
6 p.m. except December and June at the 
Huntsville Botanical Garden in the    
Murray Center. 

  
  

25.  Master Gardeners of North Alabama       By Elouisa Stokes 

 Mobile County Master Garden-
ers’ third annual Farm to Table Tasting 
Event, held again at 5 Rivers Delta Re-
source Center in early June, was again a 
popular event.   This local gala again 
lived up to its reputation for delivering a 
superb evening of unique and delicious 
food and wine, perfect decorations for 
the occasion, and enjoyable entertain-
ment in an extraordinary setting where 
the Mobile, Spanish, Tensaw, 
Apalachee, and Blakeley rivers flow into 
Mobile Bay.    
 More than two thousand peo-
ple - agriculture and extension educa-
tors and their  families - attended the 
National Association of Extension 
Agents Conference in Mobile on July 19-
24. Ellen Huckabay, Betsy Yager, Jan 
Tanner, and Jane Trawick led the teams 
of Master Gardeners who created the 
unique and attractive decorations for 
this event, held in the Mobile Conven-
tion Center.   Master Gardeners were 
invited to hear P. Allen Smith’s presen-

tation on Sunday afternoon of the con-
ference.  Mr. Smith, of Little Rock, Ar-
kansas, who is one of the nation’s best 
known experts on designing gardens of 
all kinds, inspired many of us with a 

slide show of his gorgeous gardens and 
prolific produce.   
 Classroom in the Forest: For-
est in the Classroom is a 4-H Board pro-
gram for Grades K-5 in which volunteers 

go to classrooms to teach about the 
forest for an hour in the fall.  Then they 
take the children to different forests in 
the spring to experience and learn more.  
MaryJo Broussard, county agent assis-
tant, is leading this program through the 
Mobile County Extension Service. 
 Our Lunch & Learn Programs 
are still going strong, and it seems there 
are more attendees at each session.  
The programs have all been informative 
and filled with great take-home ideas.  In 
June, we learned about daylilies from 
C.P. Winters, who has around 1000 culti-
vars; in July, Amelia McGrew taught us 
to preserve fruits and vegetables; and in 
August, D.J. Johnson made pesto. 
Now, can you believe at the September 
meeting plans were announced about a 
workshop to make Christmas bows?  
Where has this year gone?  Anyway, 
happy fall gardening! 
 
 
 

P. Allen Smith signs book for Judy Weaver 
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  Operating the Green-
house, Morgan County Master 
Gardeners have been growing 
plants for a fundraiser for many 
years.  In 2004, they began oper-
ating a greenhouse at the Morgan 
County Extension office. Plants 
were brought from home gardens 
and divided, particularly in the 
Fall and the Spring. In 2013, two 
greenhouses were built at a new 
location more centrally located  
at the Morgan County Fair-

grounds. 
 There have been many 
talented Master Gardeners     
over the years who had special 
knowledge of certain plants; 
wildflowers, herbs, roses,       
perennials, lilies, tropicals,      
annuals, hostas, and blueberries. 
We learn from each other as we 
work together.  
 The cycle of operating  
the greenhouse starts immediate-
ly after the plant sale.  Plants  
that are not sold are brought 
back to the greenhouse or  
adopted to member's homes to 
be cared for during the sum-
mer.  A schedule is set up for 

monitoring the plants every other 
day for their watering needs. We 
recently started growing succu-
lents which works out well since 
they can tolerate the heat and 
require little water.   
 A large exhaust fan in the 
greenhouse provides ventilation 
during the summer months.  As 
the nights get cooler, a shade 
cloth which was put over the 
greenhouse in April is removed 
and sides are enclosed with   
double layered plastic.  Propane 
used for heating is monitored. 
The greenhouse is kept at a   
minimum temperature of 50     
degrees. 
 Members start bringing 
plants from their home gardens 
for propagation in late summer. 
Plants are inspected for disease 
and pests and returned to the 
owners as soon as we finish 
propagating from them. Bulbs 
are divided from home garden 
beds. 
 Seeds are started in    
January and February for annu-
als and vegetables.  This year   
we grew most of the tomatoes 

recommended for Alabama by 
ACES.  
 Fertilizing starts in Janu-
ary and continues every other 
week. Plants with insects or    
disease are treated and isolated 
as needed.  In February and 
March we pot into larger pots and 
build container gardens and 
hanging baskets.  Shade cloth is 
put on the greenhouse in April to 
protect the plants from sun 
scorch and heat. Also in April, we 
make sure all plants are identi-
fied and priced for the plant sale 
at the end of the month.  
 We had a very successful 
Plant Sale this year.  Reasons for 
our success can be attributed to 
good advertising, many plants 
and the labor and love from our 
greenhouse team. Our Plant Sale 
is a fundraiser to support our 
projects which include gardening 
magazines for local libraries, 
plants for Hospice patients, the 
Ask a Master Gardener booth and 
a donation for the Horticulture 
scholarship at Auburn University. 
 
 

27.  Morgan County MGA                                          By Sonja Hyatt 

28.  Pike County                                                     By Sheri Brooks  

29.  Russell County MGA 
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30.  Shelby County MGA                                     By Susan Seng 

31.  Shoals MGA                                                    By  Kaye Hillis 

 The Shoals Master Gardeners 
are hopefully getting ready for the end  
of summer, and the beginning of fall.   
We have been busy with Safeplace, 
which is a place for battered women, 
keeping their yards, and the  children’s 
playground weed free.  We have been 
doing this project for a number of years, 
and our members never complain when 
called to work.  This project is headed  
up by Ken Horton.    
 The community gardens at the 

local extension office have also kept us 
busy with the weeding, and the best part, 
harvesting our vegetables.  Next year we 
hope to add my raised beds in different 
parts of the Shoals.    
 For our September meeting,  
we will travel to Margie Anderton’s for 
the banding of Hummingbirds where she 
and Dr. Bob Daly will actually catch the 
birds, record their statics, and then band 
them for release.  This is a very exciting 
meeting that people attend from all over. 

We are so fortunate to have Margie invite 
us for our September meeting and also 
enjoy the many flowers she grows.  
 October brings us to “treat”  
our members at the St Florian trail, with 
food provided by the Master Gardeners. 
This is one way of winding down the 
summer, into the fall season.  We will 
graduate our current intern class in  
November, inviting them to join us as  
we continue to grow.  

 We are so proud of one of our 
own! Brandon Rasnick's home garden 
was featured in September 2014 Ala-
bama Gardener magazine.  The night 
before pictures were to be taken for the 
article a storm came and destroyed 
many of his foxgloves!  That didn't stop 
Brandon, he simply planted new plants. 
Brandon moved to Shelby county about 
a year ago and took the master gardener 
classes here. He had already taken the 
classes in Virginia, but wanted to take 
them in Alabama also. He is such an 
asset to our program in Shelby county 
and has opened his house and yard on 
several occasions to our organization. 
Although he has a relatively small yard, 
every inch is packed with beauty. Please 
find this edition of the Alabama Garden-
er and check out his article and pictures!  
 Our group is taking a tour of 
Quail Hollow gardens on October 6. One 
of our active members, Jennifer Gregory, 
has planned the entire trip. Coach Pat 
Dye will be our tour guide and we will be 
able to see over 5000 Japanese Maples!  
 The Shelby County Fair is start-
ing on September 29. Rita Forrest, one of 
our very active members, is leading a 
group of our master gardeners to set up 
a double booth with the theme, "Come 
Grow With Us". We want everyone to 
know what activities go on being a mas-
ter gardener. We are hoping to get a lot 
of folks interested in taking classes and 
volunteering. Thanks, Rita, for all your 
hard work.  Come see us at the fair! 
 Dr. Scott Duncan spoke at one 
of our meetings. He is an outstanding 

speaker and has written the book, South-
ern Wonder, Alabama amazing biodiver-
sity.  He will be speaking at the MG con-
vention in 2015. Mary Carr, PEO and 
Birmingham Art Museum Docent gave an 
outstanding program on flower arrang-
ing and our members watched and par-
ticipated. Frank Chitwood, Coosa River-
keeper, was a very energetic speaker 
and gave us a great talk about amazing 
water resources.  
 Our vice president, Karen Jen-
sen, is doing a great job planning great 
programs for the Shelby county master 
gardeners! 
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 We have not accom-
plished many projects over the 
summer but our association has 
been busy and we are gearing 
up for a busy fall. As fall ap-
proaches we will be doing a 
pruning class for one of the lo-
cal schools, an entryway for an-
other school will be completed 
and of course, there is always 
weeding to be done. We have 
also undertaken a project at one 
of the city parks in Pell City. We 
will be responsible for a section 
to landscape and up-keep. We 

will be planting native plants 

that like shade and wet feet.  
 Our speakers consist    
of utilizing some of our Master 
Gardeners to present lessons. 
Pam Garrison was the most re-
cent master gardener to speak 
and her topic was on 
“Hugelkultur and Alfalfa”.      
Other speakers have included, 
Kevin Taylor who spoke on 
“Hydroponic Gardening” includ-
ing Aquaponics and Juniorpon-
ics. Fletcher Harvey, from Jeffer-
son County MGA, spoke on “A 

Lifetime of  Gardening”.   

 Some of our members 
attended the fall seminar in Lake 
Guntersville State Park. It is al-
ways nice to attend something 
that is for AMGA, see your 
friends, and meet new friends.  
The location was wonderful and 
if you have never visited that 
park, I would invite you to plan a 
trip and enjoy the beauty. I be-
lieve it is one of the most pictur-

esque parks in the state.  
 The most exciting news 
is we have a Master Gardener 
class this year. Because our  
Regional Extension Agent, 

Charles Pinkston, has five 
counties, we only have clas-
ses every other year and we 
had just enough students to 
have a class. YEA!! The in-
terns are eager to learn and 
we are hoping to retain a 
good many of them to be-
come members of our associ-
ation.  Our association treat-
ed them to lunch, some of   
us will be there weekly to 
mentor, and  assist in what-

ever way is needed.  

32.  St. Clair County MGA                              By Patricia Peoples 

Regional Extension Agent, Charles Pinkston with Master Gardener class of 2014 
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33. Tallapoosa County MGA 

Fall Gardening  
Extravaganza -  
October 10th 

 
 We are excited to  an-
nounce a big event for October! 
The Tallapoosa County Extension 
office and Tallapoosa County    
Master Gardeners will be hosting   
a 'Fall Gardening Extravaganza' 
on Friday, October 10, 2014 at 
Central Alabama Community      
College in Alexander City. This 
huge gardening event will feature 
talks from four well-known horticul-
turists: 
 

 Steve Bender of Southern 

Living 

 Lois Trigg Chaplin of Bonnie 

Plants 

 Robert ‘Buddy’ Lee of       

Encore  Azaleas 

 Jason Powell of Petals from 

the Past 
 
 Fall is a great time to gar-
den in the South. Cooler weather 
makes for great planting of trees 
and shrubs. Milder weather is just 
the thing for fall vegetable garden. 
Need some help getting your gar-
den off to a good start? Alabama 
Extension’s Tallapoosa County 
office and the Tallapoosa County 
Master Gardeners Association will 
host a Fall Gardening Extravagan-
za Friday, Oct. 10 at Central Ala-
bama Community College in Alex-
ander City.  
 
  The six hour workshop 
includes a number of  horticulture 
and garden experts. Shane Harris, 
Tallapoosa County Extension coor-
dinator, calls the speakers an all-
star lineup. 
   
 
 

“This is really a different kind of 
garden program,” said   Harris. 
“People that I have talked with are 
very excited about the  group of 
speakers.”  
 
Steve 
Bender is a 
senior writer 
for South-
ern Living. 
In addition 
to his arti-
cles for the 
magazine, 
Bender 
writes “The 
Grumpy Gardener”, a popular 
blog on the Southern Living web-
site. He has authored several 
books including Passalong Plants, 
The Southern Living Garden Book, 
and the Southern Living Land-
scape Book. Bender will discuss 
“Grumpy's Deadly Garden 
Plagues.”       
                                          
Lois Trigg Chaplin is Bonnie 
Plants 
marketing 
director. A 
lifelong 
vegetable 
and herb 
gardener, 
she was 
the South-
ern Liv-
ing’s gar-
den editor 
for 13 
years. She is the author of the 
Southern Gardener’s Book of Lists. 
Chaplin’s talk, “Eat Your Way 
Around the House,” will help audi-
ence members see how they can 
expand vegetable and herb grow-
ing around their own landscapes.    
                                          
 
Robert  Lee is the inventor of    
Encore

®
 Azalea, the world’s best-

selling reblooming azalea.  

 He has 
more than 
30 years’ 
experience 
in nursery 
manage-
ment, 
breeding, 
propaga-
tion and 
new plant  
develop-
ment. Lee 
will address the rapidly expanding 
choices in landscape plants in his 
“New Plant  Explosion” session.   

 
Jason Powell is  co-owner of     
Petals From The Past nursery in 
Jemison, Alabama. His nursery 
specializes in antique roses, heir-
loom shrubs 
and hard to 
find perennial   
flowers, 
herbs and 
fruit 
crops.  Pow-
ell will share 
his selections 
for “Reliable 

Plants for 
the Fall Gar-
den.”  
 
 The Fall Gardening        
Extravaganza will be 8:30 a.m.     
to 2:30 p.m., Oct. 10, at the Betty  
Carol Graham Technology Center 
on Central Alabama Community 
College’s Alexander City campus. 
Cost is $15 per person and        
includes lunch. 
 
 Reservations are         
required because of limited  
seating. Online registration is 
available.  Go to:  http://
www.aces.edu/counties/
Tallapoosa/ to register or for   
more details about this event.  

http://www.aces.edu/counties/Tallapoosa/
http://www.aces.edu/counties/Tallapoosa/
http://www.aces.edu/counties/Tallapoosa/
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32.  Tallapoosa County MGA                           By Prencella Hamby 
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36.  Wiregrass MGA                                              By Beth Arnold 

35.  Walker MGA                                                    By Linda Wilson 

         Tuscaloosa County Master Gar-
deners are jubilant that fall is finally 
here. We are preparing for our Fall  
Conference with three great speakers: 
James Miles, agent from Mobile pre-
senting “Vegetables with a Twist.” Lin-
da Franzo from Louisiana presenting 
“Herbal Serendipity “,and catering our 

lunch and Teresa Johnson, The Plant 
Lady, wowing us with a “Southern Con-
tainer Gardens” presentation. 
  One of our very active mem-
bers, Judith Rives, is serving as a men-
tor with the Harvest for Health project 
sponsored by UAB. She helped plant a 
participant's spring and fall gardens. 
Although Tuscaloosa County is not 
officially included in the project area, a 
UAB patient who resides in our county 
requested participation. From this pro-
ject, a new friendship and partnership 
has blossomed. Judith also does 
presentations about herbs to local or-
ganizations and is teaching herbs to 
the new Master Gardener class. 
 On August 19th, we began a 
new Master Gardener class. We older 

MGs are attending classes and encour-
aging them to continue their Master 
Gardener education by volunteering 
with our group. 
 We continue to enjoy working 
at the U of A Arboretum. We never 
cease to be amazed by all the unusual 
orchids and tropical plants that Mary Jo 
Modica, director of the Arboretum for 
many  years, brought in from all her 
many travels. 
 She is doing a presentation at 
our October meeting on a recent trip to 
a real Chocolate Farm. We are really 
looking forward to this with anticipa-
tion. We  are considering a table of 
chocolate goodies to go along with the 
theme. Yummy 
 

34. Tuscaloosa County MGA                               By Jeanie Gray 

 This has been an    
amazing gardening season for 
the members of the Wiregrass 
Master Gardeners Association.  
Several of our members traveled 
to    Mobile to see P. Allen Smith 
speak at the NCCAA Convention.  
We also provided attendees with 
a presentation of our Garden to 
Table Programs in the Wiregrass 
Area.  It was a positive way to 
demonstrate how Master        
Gardener Programs in Alabama 
are helping to feed the hungry in 
our communities. 
 The WMGA continues work on 
planning the 2016 AMGA Confer-
ence.  There are some fantastic 
speakers lined up with  some 
new and interesting topics.  We 
are thankful to have had great 
mentorship from AMGA board 
members and previous confer-
ence chairpersons.  We are so  
appreciative for their assistance, 
as  well as support from other 
counties in our area. 

 Special 
events took center 
stage for our associ-
ation as we continue 
to educate our mem-
bership and the gen-
eral public in horti-
culture and other 
related topics.  Mem-
bers Helen Sue 
Kemp and Janice 
Egolf held our first 
Hyper tufa Work-
shop.  Janice demon-
strated how to 

choose containers for molds as well as 
how to properly mix  
the ingredients.   
 On the 21st 
of September,  Kim-
berly Ylitalo visited 
with us from Tulsa, 
Oklahoma  for her     
3 R’s Workshop -    
Reduce, Reuse,   
Recycle.  There was  
a great turnout for 

this event which was a joint venture be-
tween WMGA and the Dothan Area Bo-
tanical Gardens.  We are so blessed to 
have Kimberly, who is also a Master Gar-
dener, available to present this informa-
tive and entertaining workshop.   
 
Finally, on October 11th, the WMGA will 
be having their Fall Plant Sale at the 
Dothan Area Botanical Gardens from 
9:00  am – 2:00 pm.  We hope that you 
will join us and pick out some beautiful 
trees and shrubs for fall planting.   
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